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What is our mission? We may rightly answer that it is to proclaim the Three Angels’ Messages. But why 

should be proclaim this solemn message found in Revelation 14:6-12? It will prepare a people for the 

Second Coming of Christ.  

We could understand our mission by simply considering the name that God has given us, namely, 

Seventh-day Adventists. The Sabbath truth is the great truth for our time. As “Adventist” we are to 

prepare a people for the imminently return of Jesus Christ.  

But I would like us to answer another question, namely, “Would our mission be similar to our Savior’s 

mission?” In answering that question, please read Jesus’ parable of the sower found in Matthew 13:1-9. 

Then consider these words of the Lord’s prophet:  

“Christ had come, not as a king, but as a sower; not for the overthrow of kingdoms, but for the 

scattering of seed; not to point His followers to earthly triumphs and national greatness, but to a harvest 

to be gathered after patient toil and through losses and disappointments.” COL 35 

Christ came to sow seeds of truth in the hearts of men and women that they might be part of the 

heavenly harvest. Is this our work as well? It is.  

Now let us consider Christ’s parting commission to His disciples: 

“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 

therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 

you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” Matthew 28:18-20 

Our mission is to go forth and to teach all nations and to baptize them in the name of the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. We are to teach all people to observe all that Jesus has taught. Why are we to teach all 

nations? God raised us up as a people to prepare precious souls for the Second Coming of Christ. 

We must not assume that we have fulfilled our commission by simply telling people the truth. We have 

been told to “educate, educate, educate.” I would understand this repetition to “educate” to mean the 

following: 

1. We must tell the truth. 

2. We must live the truth. 

3. And we must help others to live the truth. 
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While we must do more than tell the truth, I would like us to focus on how to be a sower of truth. There 

is a very good book from which I have based many of the thoughts in this section, namely, New Words 

for Witnessing, by Richard O’Fill.  

Let us keep in mind that in witnessing to others there is (1) us, (2) the Word, and (3) the person we are 

witnessing to. We will begin with us, the person who is doing the witnessing.  

The sower of truth 
It says in Isaiah 50:4, 5 

“The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how [the right method/How 

to say it] to speak a word [the right word/What to say] in season [at the right time/When to say it] to 

him that is weary; he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. The 

Lord God hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back [the right walk with 

the Lord/Right example].” 

All of us need to be taught of the Holy Spirit to know (1) what to say, (2) how to say it, and (3) when to 

say it. 

According to Paul in Eph 4:15, we are to speak “the truth in love.” 

Consider this very important counsel found in Evangelism, page 141, “Agree with the people on every 

point where you can consistently do so. Let them see that you love their souls, and want to be in 

harmony with them so far as possible. If the love of Christ is revealed in all your efforts, you will be able 

to sow the seed of truth in some hearts; God will water the seed sown, and the truth will spring up and 

bear fruit to His glory.” 

Often times we argue with people when we disagree with them. But the first thing we should do is to 

find something that we agree with and then build from there.  

Let us see how Jesus drew closer to His hearers by His words. 

For example, Jesus complimented the centurion by declaring, “I have not found so great faith, no, not in 

Israel.” Matt 8:10 

Listen to these words recorded by Mark, “When Jesus saw that he (the scribe) answered discreetly, He 

said unto him, ‘Thou art not far from the kingdom of God.’” Mark 12:34. 
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In these examples, it seems that Jesus looked for ways of demonstrating approval that He might 

encourage others to continue in searching for truth or for continuing in doing the right thing.  

After I had been a Christian for six months at the age of twenty. I stayed up reading the book of 

Revelation one night. I went to bed at midnight. At three o’clock in the morning an angel literally 

touched my back, I could feel all five fingers, and an audibly spoke to me, saying “You do good reading, 

you do very good reading.”  

What was the angel doing? He demonstrated approval of my desire to study the Word of God. I was half 

way through college, and what I wanted to do was to just study the Word.  

We can inspire individuals to make the right decisions if we combine encouraging words with the belief 

that they can make right decisions. 

Jesus saw people not only as they were, but as they could become. When He looked at the woman 

caught in adultery, He did not simply see a sinner, a woman ready to be stoned, but a woman hurt and 

bruised, a woman who could go forth by the grace of God and “sin no more.” 

Jesus saw the best in people. He believed in them, and He confidently expected them to make a decision 

to follow Him. To His disciples He would say, “Come, follow me.” 

Listen to these confident words in Acts 28:28, 31. 

“Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will 

hear it. . . . Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus 

Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.” 

So in being a sower of the Word, we must begin with ourselves. There is the message and the 

messenger. 

Jesus was effective because of what He said and who He was. Let us do some soul-searching. Have I 

been winsome? Have I shown confidence in people to make right decisions? Or, have I demonstrated 

some combativeness and disbelief in others? 

Before we go forth to witness we must pray to God for a fitness to witness. We should ask God if there is 

anything in our life that would hinder our witness. Perhaps there is some unrepentant sin. Perhaps it is a 

less than Christlike attitude we have towards someone. Whatever it is, make sure that you are right with 

God and your fellowman. 

 

http://www.metromenspm.com/


 

 
 

Metro New York World Ministry – http://www.metromenspm.com/ Page 4 

Now we come to the Word that contains the precious seed that must be sown 

“For the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 

the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 

and intents of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12. 

Really? Is the Word quick? Oh, yes. I remember witnessing to this one young lady who responded 

immediately to the grace of Christ. The night of my conversion to Christ, I went home and shared the 

gospel with my father and he accepted Christ that same night. The Word is quick. 

Is it powerful? Listen to these words from the pen of inspiration. 

“The creative energy that called the worlds into existence is the Word of God. The Word imparts power; 

it begets life. Every command is a promise; accepted by the will, received into the soul, it brings with it 

the life of the Infinite One. It transforms the nature and recreates the soul in the image of God.” ED 126 

The Word not only shows the way to live, but it imparts the power to live that life. 

“So with all the promises of God’s Word. In them He is speaking to us individually, speaking as directly as 

if we could listen to His voice. It is in these promises that Christ communicates to us His grace and 

power. They are leaves from that tree which is ‘for the healing of the nation.’ Rev 22:2. Received, 

assimilated, they are to be the strength of the character, the inspiration and sustenance of the life. 

Nothing else can have such healing power. Nothing besides can impart the courage and faith which give 

vital energy to the whole being.” MH 122. 

Do you need healing? Whether you need physical, emotional, mental, or spiritual healing, the promises 

are likened to the leaves on the tree of life.  

Think of these words in helping someone to stop smoking. 

Example 
Sally says, “I would like to stop smoking, but I can’t.” What does Sally need? She needs the power of 

God’s Word.  

What could you say to Sally? “Do you believe that Jesus wants you to have victory over this habit?” 

Sally says, “Oh, yes, I think He does. But I can’t seem to quit. I am too weak.” 

What Bible verse could you share with Sally? In 1 John 5:14, it says, “this is the confidence that we have 

in Him, that, if we ask any thing according to His will, He heareth us.” 
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Sally does not have confidence in herself. After reading 1 John 5:24, you could say, “Do you have 

confidence that Jesus can help you to quit smoking?”  

Then you could read to Sally another Bible verse. “Sally, the Bible says, ‘If we ask anything according to 

His will, He heareth us.’ Do you believe that it is Jesus will that you quit smoking?” 

Sally is likely to say, “Yes, I believe it is His will.”   

As the sower of truth it is important to invite Sally to ask Jesus for the power to overcome. 

You could say, “Sally, can you ask Jesus to give you the power that He has already promised? Would you 

like to pray right now for that power?”  

Often times when people are thinking about making the right decision to quit smoking or to keep the 

Sabbath, we focus on sharing more doctrinal texts, when we should be sharing texts that encourages 

them to make the right decision. 

Did you notice that in our conversation with Sally that we did not use another text that focused on 

health? Instead we focused on texts that encouraged Sally to trust in the power that Christ has already 

promised. We could call these texts “Encouraging Texts.” We will look at more of these later in our 

study.  

So there is you the sower, there is the Word, and now there is the precious soul searching for truth. 

The searcher for truth 
In thinking about reaching others, let us keep the following principle in mind: 

“What you need to understand is the true force of the will. This is the governing power in the nature of 

man, the power of decision, or of choice. Everything depends on the right action of the will.” SC 47 

“Through the right exercise of the will, an entire change may be made in the life. By yielding up the will 

to Christ, we ally ourselves with divine power. We receive strength from above to hold us steadfast. A 

pure and noble life, a life of victory over appetite and lust, is possible to everyone who will unite his 

weak, wavering human will to the omnipotent, unwavering will of God.” MH 176 

Let us know consider how an individual makes a decision.  

First, for every searcher of truth, they need right information to make the right decision.   

“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” John 17:17 

 

http://www.metromenspm.com/


 

 
 

Metro New York World Ministry – http://www.metromenspm.com/ Page 6 

When you share truth, be sure to share it clearly and logically.  

 There should be a logical sequence.  

 Do not make the mistake of sharing too many topics at one time.  

 Be careful not to overload them with too much information.  

 As you present truth logically and clearly, express confidence in the truths that you are  sharing.  

 Show them that you desire their good. 

As you share truth, the Holy Spirit is bringing conviction upon their heart. Remember, you are not the 

Holy Spirit. It is your role to cooperate with divine agencies by sharing the truth clearly, logically, and in 

the love of Jesus.  

Now we come to the second component in making a decision, namely, conviction.  

Second, after an individual has enough information, the Holy Spirt brings them under conviction. What 

can we do at this point? We can share encouragement texts. Consider the following dialogue.  

Example 
In this example, Bob has enough information to make a decision to keep the Sabbath. What should you 

do in cooperating with the Holy Spirit? Usually we share more Sabbath texts. But remember, Bob 

already has enough information.  

We do not want us use our opinions, because there is no power in our opinions, but there is power in 

God’s Word. So what texts could we share? Again, we can share encouragement texts.  

After Bob makes it clear that he sees that the seventh-day is the Sabbath of the Lord, you could share 

the following text.  

“Bob, I would like to share with you a wonderful promise in God’s Word. In Revelation 22:14, it says, 

‘Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life and may enter 

in through the gates into the city.’ Bob, do you believe God is calling you to keep the Sabbath that you 

might partake from the tree of life forever? Would you like to pray that God will give you peace and 

strength to keep His holy day?” 
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In this case, Bob has enough information to keep the Sabbath. He is under conviction to keep the 

Sabbath. You have shared an encouragement text to help him to make the right decision. What is Bob 

now thinking? He is thinking about what he wants to do.  

Third, it is at the level of desire that the individual must think about what he wants to do.   

We will come back to Bob, but let us consider a few other real life examples.  

We know we should drink more water and keep hydrated, but what do we want to do?  

We know we should witness to our neighbors and co-workers, but what do we want to do? 

I know I should say to this person that I am sorry or to another person that I forgive them, but what do I 

want to do? 

I know that I should practice Matthew 18, but what do I want to do? 

You see, in our own everyday life we deal with conviction and desire. Conviction is not obedience, but it 

is an important element in choosing to do right. However, it is possible to be convinced of the truth and 

yet choose not to abide by the truth.  

So we are to cooperate with the Holy Spirit and present Bible texts that will both convince them of the 

truth and create a desire to receive the truth. Again, we are not the Holy Spirit. We are to share the 

Word that is powerful.  

Let us consider our conversation with Bob. He knows that the seventh-day Sabbath is the Lord’s day. He 

wants to eat from the tree of life. But Bob is concerned about his family’s disapproval. He is concerned 

about how others will look at him, including both friends and co-workers. He is even concerned that he 

might lose his job.  

These are real issues for many who know that the seventh-day is the Sabbath. So what kind of texts can 

you share? Encouragement Texts. 

Example 
You say, “Bob, you have shared your concerns about family disapproval, and even the possibility of 

losing your job. May I share a few Bible texts with you? The Bible says in John 14:27, ‘Peace I leave with 

you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 

neither let it be afraid.’ It says in Psalm 119:165, ‘Great peace have they which love Thy law: and nothing 

shall offend them.’ These verses tell me that God will give you inner peace to keep all His 

commandments. Do you believe that God will do that for you?” 
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Bob is convinced of the Sabbath but he is experiencing conflict with others in keeping the Sabbath. So 

you want to share encouragement texts that convinces Bob that God will give him the peace that he 

desires.  

You could also share one or more of the following encouragement texts:  

John 13:17, “If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.”  

John 10:10, Jesus said, “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more 

abundantly.”  

Bob is like many people who understand that while he may face the disapproval of family, he will 

disappoint God by not obeying. Under these conditions you could share the following encouragement 

texts:  

“Bob, I would like to share two more verses. It says in Acts 5:32, ‘And we are His witnesses of these 

things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey Him.’ And in John 14:15, 

Jesus said, ‘If ye love Me, keep My commandments And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you 

another Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever.’ The peace that we all need comes by receiving 

the Holy Spirit. We receive the Holy Spirit by obeying God’s will.” 

Bob needs to both hear these encouraging words and he deserves to hear them. God gave them to us to 

share with others. Let us use them to the benefit of our fellowman to encourage him to make the right 

decisions in following Jesus all the way. 

Fourth level: After the individual has (1) enough information, is (2) convinced of the truth, and (3) 

desires to obey the truth, he must now (4) choose to do what is right. There are many who are 

convinced of the truth, but do not choose to do what is right. What Bible verses could you share that 

would heighten the desire to obey the truth? The simple answer is to present to them our loving Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  

John 12:32, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.” 

Sister White wrote, “The very first and most important thing is to melt and subdue the soul by 

presenting our Lord Jesus Christ as the sin-pardoning Savior.” 6T 53, 54. 

“The wonderful love of Christ will melt and subdue hearts when the mere reiteration of doctrines would 

accomplish nothing.” DA 826 

Not only is the truth about our sin-pardoning Savior the “most important thing,” but it is the main thing 

that will motivate any man or woman to choose the right.  
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In our next section, let us consider a variety of principles in reaching out to precious souls as you sow 

seeds of truth. 

Principles for sowing truth 
“Your success will not depend so much upon your knowledge and accomplishments, as upon your ability 

to find your way to the heart. By being social and coming close to the people, you may turn the current 

of their thoughts more readily by the most able discourse.” EV 437 

“The work above all work—the business above all things which should draw and engage the energies of 

the soul—is the work of saving souls for whom Christ has died. Make this the main, the important work 

of your life. Make it your special life work.” Youth Instructor, May 4, 1893. 

As we know, people are not saved collectively but individually. It was Paul’s method to teach “publicly, 

and from house to house.” Acts 20:20  

We are not simply talking about sharing information, we are looking for the salvation of souls. It is a 

solemn thought that we hold in our hands the present truth for this time. We are to find the earnest 

searchers of truth and make clear the most precious message given to mankind. 

Remember, you are not alone in this work. There is the Father, Son, Holy Spirit and ministering angels. In 

addition, there are your brothers and sisters in the faith with varying talents and personalities. Indeed, 

this is a grand work of cooperation with heavenly agencies and with one another as the body of Christ. 

To be an effective seed sower we must ourselves be searchers of truth. As Jesus said, “Search the 

scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” John 5:39 

There is a blessed reward for those who search and follow the Word. There is also a blessing in sharing 

what the Lord has revealed to you in His Word. We are encouraged to share these truths from house to 

house. And it can be so simple as to reading the Word as it is written.  

“The great work of opening the Bible from house to house in Bible readings gives an added importance 

to the Sabbath-school work, and makes it evident that the teachers in the schools should be consecrated 

men and women, who understand the Scriptures, and can rightly divide the word of truth. The idea of 

holding Bible readings is a heaven-born idea, and opens the way to put hundreds of young men and 

women into the field to do an important work, which otherwise could not have been done. The Bible is 

unchained. It can be carried to every man's door, and its truths may be presented to every man's 

conscience.” [TSS] Testimonies on Sabbath School Work, 29, 30 
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“Let the workers go from house to house, opening the Bible to the people, circulating the publications, 

telling others of the light that has blessed their own souls. Let literature be distributed judiciously, on 

the trains, in the street, on the great ships that ply the sea, and through the mails. . . .” GW 353 

Make a list of contacts to visit 
In developing a list of potential Bible study contacts, begin by writing down the names of those that you 

currently know. This would include family, friends, co-workers, neighborhood acquaintances, the person 

who cuts your hair, and the person at the check-out counter. It could be anybody.  

Seek friendly contacts with as many people as possible. You never know who will accept the truth or not. 

So be friendly with all people.  

If you do not know your neighbor, pray that God will arrange a perfect opportunity to meet them. We 

should be praying that God will bring people into our life. He will do so, if we prove to be faithful 

witnesses of His love and grace.  

Next to each name that you have written down, be sure to pray for them. In addition, write down a 

kindness that you want to do for them. Kindnesses have a way of breaking up the soil of the contacts 

heart. As their heart is softened they are more likely to receive the precious seeds of truth from God’s 

Word.  

When opportunities arise your words must be well chosen and informative. This requires that we have 

interesting things to talk about in addition to Bible truths. You will want to love to talk with people and 

guide ordinary conversations into a meaningful spiritual discussion. 

You can ruin opportunities by saying the wrong thing in the wrong way. Strong thrusts aim at others 

does not generally produce fruit for Christ’s kingdom. Much is to be gained by a genuine interest in their 

salvation and by kind frankness. It has been said that first impressions are lasting impressions. This 

means that you want to be especially winsome in that first encounter.  

People are not completely ignorant of spiritual needs. The mother with a small child and baby has 

concerns about raising him/her with moral values. The person with a health threatening disease is aware 

of their mortality. The nurse is familiar with healing. The teacher is aware of the importance of learning. 

There is a way to each heart. It is our job to find our way to the heart. 

After your conversation has moved into the spiritual realm it is important to be able to share a few Bible 

texts. This may help them to desire to know the Bible as you do. At this point you should offer the 

invitation to study the Bible together. You may say to them, “With all the things happening in our world, 

can you think of a better time to learn precious truths from the Bible?” 
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We can get interests from literature distribution campaign, the advertisement for free Bible studies, 

from previous seminars, and the contacts of other members. 

We can get interests from other kinds of activities. You could hold a sewing class and get to know some 

new faces. Someone could be the welcome wagon person by visiting newcomers to our area. Someone 

could congratulate a couple for their newborn by presenting them a baby blanket. There are all kinds of 

ways of meeting people.  

“Men of ordinary talents can accomplish more by personal labor from house to house than by placing 

themselves in popular places at great expense, or by entering halls and trying to call out the crowd. 

Personal influence is a power. The more direct our labor for our fellow men, the greater good will be 

accomplished. . . . You must come close to those for whom you labor, that they may not only hear your 

voice, but shake your hand, learn your principles, and realize your sympathy.” Review and Herald, Dec. 

8, 1885. EV 438, 439 

May the Lord bless you as you continue to gain training in becoming a sower of truth. 

 

Sabbath School Notes prepared by Pastor Jeff Wehr.  
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