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Part I: Is Mary dead or alive? 

Introduction: In early December 1996, reports circulated in Clearwater, Florida, that an image had appeared on 

the windows of the Seminole Finance Company building. Thousands flocked to see the 60-foot-high image. By the 

middle of January, over 500,000 people had come to see this extraordinary sight. It was an image of Mary. 

At the Saint Jude Orthodox Church in Barberton, Ohio, tears are reported to have flowed from a painting of the 

Virgin Mary. In Santiago, Chile, a six-inch high porcelain statue of Mary began weeping tears of blood. The 

coroner’s office said it was human blood. 

Starting in April 1968, apparitions of Mary appeared on a church in Zeitun, Egypt. The apparitions, which have 

been seen by millions, were broadcast on Egyptian television. Moslems who witnessed the apparitions chanted 

passages from the Koran, “Mary, God has chosen thee. And purified thee; He has chosen thee above all women.” 

It was reported that doves of light accompanied the apparitions while purple smoke ascended toward heaven. 

Since the 1960s, there has been a dramatic increase in the apparitions of Mary. In fact, there are over 200 new 

apparitions of Mary every year. Mary seems to be popping up everywhere! But is it really Mary, or could it be an 

impostor? 

The truth is found in God’s Word. What does the Bible teach concerning death and the resurrection of Mary and 

the other saints of God? 

 

1. What is God’s nature? 1 Timothy 1:17 

God is by nature eternal and immortal. 

  

2.   Does anyone else possess immortality? 1 Tim 6:15, 16 

God is the only being in all the universe that possesses immortality. Angels, men, and Mary herself must receive 

immortality from God as a gift. Paul encourages us to seek for immortality, eternal life. See Romans 2:7 

 

3.   When do we receive immortality? 1 Corinthians 15:51-54 

We receive immortality when the trumpet blows. 

 

4. When does the trumpet blow? 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 

The trump blows at the Second Coming of Christ. At this glories event, the saints of God will be resurrected from 

their dusty graves and receive immortality, eternal life. The Bible clearly teaches the doctrine of the resurrection.  
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5. What did Jesus teach about the resurrection? John 5:28, 29 

Jesus spoke plainly about two resurrections, one for the saved and one for the unsaved. Each one of these 

resurrections Jesus placed into the future. Therefore, people do not go to a heaven or hell at the time of death. 

Rather, they rest in the grave until they are called forth.  

 

6. What did the apostle Paul say about a future resurrection? Acts 24:15 

Paul also taught that there would be two resurrections, one for the just and one for the unjust.   

 

7. Will these two resurrections happen at different times? Revelation 20:4-10, 14. 

These two resurrections are separate by exactly one thousand years. When Jesus returns, the saints are raised in 

the resurrection of the life, which is the first resurrection. Then one thousand years later, those that are lost will 

be raised in the resurrection of damnation—the second resurrection.  

 

8. Where will God’s people go when Jesus calls them forth in the first resurrection? John 14:1-3 

Even now, Jesus is preparing a place in heaven for His saints, both the living and the dead. When they arise with 

new bodies, they will be winged to heaven with Jesus and live there until the thousand years are over. After the 

thousand years have expired, the New Jerusalem will descend from heaven upon the New Earth. See Revelation 

20. Here God will sit up His headquarters of His everlasting kingdom. See Revelation 21. And God’s people will 

dwell with Him forever. See Revelation 21, 22.   

Now we can answer the question concerning these apparitions of Mary. Is this really Mary? The answer is “No.” 

Mary is in the grave awaiting the resurrection of the just. Not until Jesus comes the second time will the saints of 

old live again. So if this is not Mary, then who is it? In our next lesson, we will discover how the devil is about to 

deceive the world through these false appearings. 

 

Part II: What is man? 

Introduction: There are various ideas concerning the make-up of man. Some see man as a sort of demi-god, while 

others see him as the production of evolutionary forces. What does the Bible have to say? 
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1. How was man formed in the beginning? Genesis 2:7 

Man was formed by the hand of God from the elements of the earth.  

 

2. How did man become a living soul? Genesis 2:7 

Notice that a living soul was not put into man, but the breath of life was put into man. When Adam began to 

breath and his blood began to flow, he became a living soul. The union of both body and breath made Adam a 

living being.  

 

3. Have other creatures received the “breath of life”? Genesis 7:21, 22 

4. Is the breath in animals the same breath that is in man? Eccl 3:19 

In this world, man is above the animals not because of his breath, but because he was created in the image of 

God. See Genesis 1:26, 27 

To man is given the ability to discern between good and evil, he has the power to choose between right and 

wrong, and he has the hope of eternal life.  

 

5. What happens to the breath of life when a man dies?  Eccl 12:7 

The spirit, or breath of life, returns to God who gave it. Every one, good or bad, receives the breath of life as a gift 

from God. Eternal life is also a gift, but is given only to those who choose to receive Jesus as their personal Savior. 

See 1 John 5:12.  

 

6. What would happen to man if he disobeyed God? Genesis 2:17 

7. Why were Adam and Eve driven from the Garden of Eden? Genesis 3:22, 23 

As long as Adam and Eve were obedient to God, they could eat freely from the tree of life. The fruit from this tree 

had life sustaining properties. When man sinned, God prevented them from eating from this tree, so that they 

would not live forever.  

 

8. What hope is there now for the human race? John 3:16 

Man does not naturally possess immortality, eternal life. It is a gift from God to those who believe in Jesus as their 

Savior. 
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9. Was Mary a sinner in need of a Savior? Luke 1:46-48 

The only people who need a Savior are sinners. Mary recognized her need for a Savior. The Bible clearly teaches 

that all have sinned. See Romans 3:23.  

 

10. What is the penalty for sinning? Romans 6:23 

The penalty for sin is death. The reason everyone has died is because all have sinned. Jesus is the only one who 

lived in our human flesh and sinned not. See Hebrews 4:14-16 

 

11. When will death no longer have dominion over us? 1 Corinthians 15:51-55 

Death will be swallowed up in victory when Jesus comes and raises the dead to life. At this time the change from 

mortality to immortality will take place. This will be the beginning of man’s existence as an immortal being. The 

gift comes as a reward to the righteous (see Romans 2:7), and is limited to those who receive the gospel of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

12. So what is man’s condition in death? Can he praise God while he is dead? Psalm 6:5 

13. Can a man remember his friends when he is dead? Job 14:21 

14. Do the dead have anything to do with current events on the earth? Ecclesiastes 9:6 

15. Do the dead know anything? Psalm 146:4 

16. How does the Bible refer to death? 1 Thess 4:13; Dan 12:2; 1 Cor 15:18, 20; John 11:11-14; Eccl 3:20; 
9:10. 

In sound sleep one is wholly unconscious; the mental functions are inactive until he awakes. When a man is sound 

asleep time goes by unmeasured. He awakes and is not aware of what went on while he was sleeping. So it is 

when a person sleeps the sleep of death. They are not aware of what is happening on the earth. When they 

awake in the resurrection it will seem like but a moment.  

This thought should comfort us that our loved ones who have died in Jesus do not need to worry about things in 

this sin-stricken and grief-stricken world any more. When they awake they shall see Jesus. They will have immortal 

bodies. Then we will all have that joyous opportunity to go to heaven together. What a wonderful plan God has 

established.   
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Part III: What is the punishment of the wicked? 

1. What was the spiritual condition of Lucifer when he was created? Ezekiel 28:11-15 

From this description it is clear that Lucifer was “full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.” The reference to his 

tabrets and pipes indicates that he often filled the role of a chorister in heaven.  

 

2. What was probably the first sin in the universe? Ezekiel 28:17.  

Pride, self-exaltation, and selfishness were the first sins, and are the most common in our world today. All sin is a 

manifestation of selfishness in some form, and its results are the opposite of actions which are actuated by love.  

 

3. How prideful did Lucifer become? Isaiah 14:12-14 

He was so prideful that he thought he could fill the role of God. 

 

4. Can a prideful spirit destroy us? Proverbs 16:18 

5. What spirit did Jesus manifest when He was here among us? Philippians 2:6-8 

6. By what other name is Lucifer referred to? Rev. 20:2 

7. What did Satan’s prideful heart lead to? Rev. 12:7-9   

It led to war in heaven. 

 

8. What will be the devil’s punishment for his rebellion? Rev 20:10  

It will be the lake of fire. 

 

9. What is the lake of fire? Rev 20: 14, 15 

The lake of fire is the “second death.” Everybody, whether saint or sinner, will die once. But for those who have 

been born again they will not face the second death. Only the wicked will face the second death, which is the lake 

of fire. It is an eternal death, for the Bible teaches, “There shall be no more death.” Rev 21:4. In the lake of fire, 

the wicked are burned up. 

 

 

 

http://www.metromenspm.com/


 

 
 

Metro New York World Ministry – http://www.metromenspm.com/ Page 6 

10. How else does the Bible describe the complete destruction of the wicked?  

Mal 4:1 

Psalm 37:10 

2 Thess 1:9 

The destruction of the wicked will be complete. They will never exist again.  

 

11. Why has God waited so long to punish the wicked? 2 Peter 3:9 

12. What is God’s attitude toward the sinner? Ezek 18:32 

 

 

Part IV: Death to sin. Resurrected in newness of life. 

The following is a study on Romans chapter six concerning our death to the old life and being raised to live a new 

life by the same power that raised Jesus from the died. 

 

 “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?” Romans 6:1 

Should we keeping on sinning to receive more grace? Should we persist in sinning?   

“God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?” Romans 6:2 

Absolutely not! How can we that gave our life to Jesus choose to live in sin? The evidence that we are justified by 

His grace is that we delight to obey God’s will.  

 

“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?” Romans 6:3  

When you were baptized into Christ, it was a sign that you were baptized into His death. You publicly expressed 

your desire to be dead to sin.  

 

“Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4 
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As Christ was raised from the dead with power, so you are to be raised to a new life by that same power.    

 

“For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his 

resurrection:” Romans 6:5 

This is God’s promise. If we die to sin in this life, then we will experience the power of His resurrection to live a 

new life in this present world.  

 

“Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth 

we should not serve sin.” Romans 6:6 

Our physical bodies are not destroyed by our acceptance of Christ, but those sinful tendencies to sin are 

overcome by the power of His resurrection. We were once the slaves to sin. Why would we choose to go back to 

the slavery of sin? We are to be free in Christ. Not free from obedience to His law. But we are to be free from the 

old life that continually broke God’s law.   

 

“For he that is dead is freed from sin.” Romans 6:7 

If you are dead to the old man, the old life of sin, then you are free from sin and alive unto righteousness. You are 

free from the mastery of sin, and now serve your new Master, Jesus Christ. In serving Him, you will live a 

righteous life that is free from the life of sin.     

“Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:” Romans 6:8 

Now if we die to the old man, Christ will give us that new life. We do not simply die, we live. But to be alive unto 

righteousness, we must first die to sin. 

   

“Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him.” 

Romans 6:9 

Christ died and rose again, but He did not die again. Death has no more dominion over Christ. In the same way, sin 

has no more dominion over us if we abide in Christ.  

It is Christ that holds the keys over hell and death. See Revelation 1:18. It is through Christ that we have power 

over sin and death.  
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“For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.” Romans 6:10 

Christ took upon our sins and died for our sins. Through His perfect sacrifice for sin, He only had to die once. 

When He lived here, He lived in perfect obedience to His Father’s will. Now Jesus lives in heaven with His Father.  

So it is with us. If we live unto God here, we shall live with Him in heaven. We will only die once.  

 

“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.” Romans 6:11 

We have two lives. We can go back to the old life of sin. Or we can continue in the new life by faith in Christ. So let 

us follow in the steps of Christ and choose to live unto God.    

 

“Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.” Romans 6:12 

Therefore, let us not go on sinning. Sin is still a power to be reckoned with. If we allow it, the old life will come 

back and sin will once again have dominion over us. Therefore, we must be born again every day. With a fresh 

supply of grace each day, we may overcome every temptation to sin.  

“mortal body” 

Paul elsewhere talks about the “body of sin,” the “motions of sin,” and “sinful flesh.” Romans 6:6; 7:5; 8:3. We 

clearly have fallen flesh. In the beginning, we were never created to fall apart. We were created to live forever. 

When Christ returns we will receive immortal bodies. See 1 Corinthians 15:53  

 

“Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as 

those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.” Romans 6:13  

The word “yield” means to make a choice. This makes sin a choice. Otherwise, how could Paul say, “Neither yield 

ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin.”  

We can choose to yield ourselves as instruments of righteousness. It is our part to yield. It is God’s part to give the 

power. We choose. He enables. The choice is ours. The power is His. 

 

“your members” 

The words “your members” refers to your various parts, such as your organs and mental faculties. 
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“For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.” Romans 6:14 

Sin does not need to have dominion over us. If we are “under the law” sin will rule. If we are “under grace” then 

we will overcome sin. Paul wrote, “This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For 

the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so 

that ye cannot do the things that ye would. But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.” Galatians 5:16-

18.  

We are “under grace” when we are led of the Spirit. We are “under the law” when we are not led of the Spirit. 

When we try to overcome by the weakness of our flesh, we fail. But when we walk in the power of the Spirit, we 

overcome. 

 

“What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.” Romans 6:15 

Some teach that we do not need to keep the Ten Commandments because we are “under grace.” They are wrong. 

God’s grace is not a license to sin. God’s grace is the power of God to keep a man from sinning. To go on sinning is 

to deny grace.   

 

“Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 

whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” Romans 6:16 

You have a choice. You can yield to sin and face eternal death. Or, you can yield to Christ and live a life of 

obedience, and receive the righteousness of Christ.  

Jesus taught that no man can serve two masters. You must make a choice. Jesus said, “No man can serve two 

masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. 

Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” Matthew 6:24  

If you chose to yield to sin, then you are the servant of sin. As Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever 

committeth sin is the servant of sin.” John 8:34 

 

“But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine 

which was delivered you.” Romans 6:17 

We first need to thank God for a life “of obedience unto righteousness.” Without Him such a life is not possible. 

Our part is to choose to obey “from the heart.” Having once been the “servants of sin” we can be so thankful that 

we can now be obedient children of God. When we obey “from the heart” it is evidence that we both love and 

trust God.  
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“Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.” Romans 6:18 

There is only one way to stop sinning, we need to become the servants of righteousness. To be free from sinning 

is to be free to do what is right.  

    

“I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members 

servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to 

righteousness unto holiness.” Romans 6:19 

As you served sin and were so familiar with sin, even so, now yield yourself to become a servant of righteousness. 

If you die daily to the old life and choose to walk in the Spirit, then you will grow in holiness.    

“For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness.” Romans 6:20 

A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot produce good fruit. Once we were bad trees and 

were void of righteousness. We were the servants of sin. Everything we did stemmed from our selfish desires.   

 

“What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death.” 

Romans 6:21 

What kind of fruit were we producing while living in the life of sin? We committed sins that we are now ashamed 

of. We can see now that those sins only led to death.  

 

“But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end 

everlasting life.” Romans 6:22 

When we became servants of God, we were freed from sin. We are not free from temptation, but our life now 

yields the sweet fruit of holiness. We now know that such a life is an everlasting life.  

 

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:23 

The wages of sin is death, not life. Eternal life is a gift from God. We receive it by receiving the righteousness of 

Christ. This precious gift was forfeited by Adam, but it has been restored by Jesus. 

 

Metro Sabbath School Notes prepared by Pastor Jeff Wehr.  

http://www.metromenspm.com/

