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Structure of Chapter One 

 Introduction  Verse 1 

 The Prayer of Faith Verses 2-11 

 Enduring Tests  Verses 12-18 

 Doers of the Word Verses 19-27 

 

Our focus this week will be on verses 12-18, Enduring Tests 

Verse 12 

“Blessed” 

In verse 2, James used the phrase, “Count it all,” and in verse 9, he used the word, “rejoice.” When it comes to 

trials, most people do not put them in the category of rejoicing and being blessed. But James is trying to help us 

see trials in a different way. He is encouraging us to see trials as a path to blessings and rewards.  

 

What kind of rewards could we expect from trials? Consider these words of Paul, saying, “For I reckon that the 

sufferings of this present time are not worthy [to be compared] with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” 

Romans 8:18. “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 

weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the 

things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 2 Corinthians 4:17, 18 

 

“endureth temptation” 

This includes more that the temptation to sin. We are to steadfastly endure all afflictions, such as, sickness and 

poverty.  

 

“for when he is tried” 

This phrase means more than being tempted, rather, it means being approved. If the believer comes out 

victorious he shall receive the crown of life. He will receive life eternal.  

 

“which the Lord has promised to them that love Him.” 

It would seem from the context that we show our love to God by trusting in Him. If we do not trust Him to 

strengthen us through every trial, do we truly love Him. It seems evident, that trust and love are closely tied 

together. 
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Verse 13 

“Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God” 

God would never put us through a trial for the purpose of failing. Satan, on the other hand, tempts us that we 

might fall into sin. But tragically our fallen conditions have a bent to blame others for our misfortunes, even to the 

point of blaming God. For example, after Adam and Eve sinned, Adam blamed God for creating Eve, and Eve 

blamed God for creating the serpent. But James 1:13 makes it very clear that God will not and cannot tempt man 

to do evil. 

Verse 14 

“lusts” 

The word “lusts” could be translated also as “desires,” “longings,” and “cravings.” This would mean that we are 

tempted from within. Due to hereditary traits and cultivated tendencies, each person has cravings for that which 

sinful. Our sinful natures have a bent toward sin. In addition, Satan tempts us from without. He takes special 

notice of our weaknesses and knows just what bait to put on the hook to lure us into sin.  

 

“enticed” 

This word means “to entice by bait.” Satan puts the bait on the hook to lure us into sin. The reason we take the 

bait is because of those sinful desires within our hearts. If the desire for sin was not there, then Satan’s 

temptation would not seem so alluring.  

 

What can we do? It would seem evident that we must not only be forgiven of our sinful acts, but we must be 

cleansed of the desire to commit such sins. The apostle John wrote, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 

to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9 

True confession includes (1) the forgiveness of sins, and (2) the cleansing from all unrighteousness. Jesus taught 

us that a bad tree cannot produce good fruit, and that a good tree cannot produce bad fruit. See Matthew 7:17-

19. 

We need to ask God to forgive us for the bad fruit we have produced. But we also need to ask God to cut down 

the bad tree that produced the bad fruit. It is one thing to ask forgiveness for speaking a harsh word, but we need 

to ask God to cut down the bad tree of an evil temper.  

Verse 15 

“Then when lust hath conceived” 

When we give in to those sinful desires, sin is conceived. For example, what happens when an immoral thought 

comes to mind? Have I sinned because the immoral thought came to mind? No. It becomes sin when I dwell upon 

that immoral thought. When that immoral thought comes to mind we should immediately turn to God for 

strength that we might have such a thought removed from our thoughts. But if we give in to those immoral 

thoughts and choose to dwell upon them, then we have crossed the line and have sinned in our hearts.  
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“and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” 

If I would continue to dwell upon immoral thoughts then it will not only destroy my character, but it will eternally 

separate me from God unless I repent and become converted.  

 

Once sin is born in the life, it has a way of growing and maturing. This is why sin should not be trifled with. We 

may think that a particular sin is small and insignificant. But if we continue to give in it will grow and will likely lead 

us to commit other sins as well. 

 

Verse 16 

“Do not err” 

Do not err in thinking that God is at fault for your failures and perplexities in life. All that is good comes from 

above. All that is evil comes from below. God is in the business to deliver you from sin. It is Satan that tempts you 

to sin. 

 

Verse 17 

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above” 

 

“Every” good gift is from God, and He bestows these gifts to men who believe in Him and to those who believe 

Him not. For God sends the rain upon the good and the bad.  

 

Every “good” gift is from God, who does not send “bad” gifts. All that God gives is for man’s good. There is not in 

any of God’s gifts the intent to cause harm.  

 

Every good “gift” is just that, it is a “gift” from God. We have not earned God’s goodness. In fact, while we were 

yet His enemies, Christ died for us. See Romans 5:6-10 

 

“Every perfect gift” 

All of God’s gifts are perfect, there is no taint of evil or sin.  

 

“cometh down from the Father of lights” 

All these good gifts come from God the Father. As the sun brightens our day, so the Father brightens our life. He is 

light, and in Him is no darkness at all.  

 

“no variableness, neither shadow of turning” 

You can always count on God to deliver you from evil. Always! There is no variableness in God, He is always 

perfect in all His ways. The sun may be its brightest at noon, but fades in the sunset. But not so with God. 
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Verse 18 

“Of His own will” 

It was God’s will to create us, and it was His will that we would live forever in holiness. It was never God’s will that 

man should sin and die.  

 

“begat He us with the word of truth” 

But thanks be to God that we can be born again. Through the power of God’s Word we might be redeemed from 

our sinful natures, that we might even now in this present world live in righteously and godly. See Titus 2:11-14 

 

“that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures” 

Even though we were born with sinful natures, and we are tempted from within and without, we can by the grace 

of God be “a kind of firstfruits.” In other words, we can be like Jesus.  

 

How do we become like Christ? As we patiently endure every temptation and every trial by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, we will become more beautiful in Christ each day. Therefore, rejoice when you are tried for God has 

promised life to them that love Him. Amen. 
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