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Structure of Chapter One 

 Introduction  Verse 1 

 The Prayer of Faith Verses 2-11 

 Enduring Tests  Verses 12-18 

 Doers of the Word Verses 19-27 

 

Our focus this week will be on verses 19-27, Doers of the Word 

Verse 19 
“Wherefore” 

Based upon the established fact that all good things come from God (see verse 17), we should be eager to listen 

to more of God’s will, be not hasty in our speech, and patient with others.  

 

“Swift to hear” 

If you believe that God will continue to give you “every good gift and every perfect gift” then you will want to be 

swift to hear all that God has to say. By so doing, we would be increasing our knowledge about our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

“Slow to speak” 

It is part of good listening not to be so hasty in our speech. We should think before we speak. Make sure that your 

words are true, your thoughts clear, and your motive pure. 

 

”He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man of understanding is of an excellent spirit. Even a fool, 
when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise: and he that shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of understanding.” 
Proverbs 17:27, 28 
 
“Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thinga before God: for God is in heaven, 
and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.” Eccl 5:2 
 
“Slow to wrath” 
This phrase would include being winsome with others. Even if you disagree with someone, it need not cause a rift. 
As Paul wrote, “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men” Romans 12:18 
 
“A wrathful man stirreth up strife: but he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife.” Proverbs 15:18 
 
“He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.” 
Proverbs 16:32 
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“Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go: 25 Lest thou learn his ways, and 
get a snare to thy soul.” Proverbs 22:24, 25 
 
“A stone is heavy, and the sand weighty; but a fool’s wrath is heavier than them both. Wrath is cruel, and anger is 
outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy?” Proverbs 27:3, 4 
 

Verse 20 
If we share the truth in a condemning way, we are not making manifest the righteousness of God. The truth 
should always be shared in the love of Christ.  
 
“You cannot reach hearts with a mere form of words, a parrot-like repetition of set phrases. What you say must 
be the expression of a personal experience. If you cheer hearts with words of courage and hope, it will be because 
the grace and love of God are to you a living reality. It is God's impress that these souls are to receive, not your 
own. But if the worker has not himself been refined, transformed, he cannot present the truth with a freshness, a 
force, a power, that awakens responsive feelings in those who hear the word of life.--RH April 12, 1892. Page 156, 
157 
 
“Duty, stern duty, has a twin sister, which is kindness. If duty and kindness are blended, decided advantage will be 
gained; but if duty is separated from kindness, if tender love is not mingled with duty, there will be a failure, and 
much harm will be the result. Men and women will not be driven, but many can be won by kindness and love. 
Brother S has held aloft the gospel whip, and his own words have frequently been the snap to that whip. This has 
not had an influence to spur others to greater zeal and to provoke them to good works, but it has aroused their 
combativeness to repel his severity.” 3T 108 
 

Verse 21 
“Lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness” 
We are to lay aside everything what is unlike Jesus. Strip off the clothes stained with sin and put on the 
righteousness of Christ.  
 
“Superfluity of naughtiness” refers to an abundance of ill will or malice towards others. If we were swift to hear 
the truth, thought about how we could share the truth in love, then malice would cease. It is also true that if there 
were no ill will or malice in the heart, then we would do a better job of hearing God’s Word and sharing the Word 
more effectually with others.  
 
“Receive with meekness the engrafted word” 
We need to receive both the humility and meekness of Christ along with the truths of God’s Word. Meekness is 
such an important Christian virtue that enables the Word to be planted in the life and to bear the fruit of a 
Christlike character. 
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Verse 22 
“Doers of the Word” 
It is not enough to be “swift to hear.” It is not enough to teach the truth with meekness. We must also be doers of 
the Word. It is not enough to read the truth, to teach the truth, or to belong to God’s remnant church. The true 
test of the Christian is whether he is living by Word through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
“Deceiving” 
One of the greatest dangers for members of God’s remnant true is that a mere intellectual ascent to truth is 
sufficient for salvation. Knowing which day is the Sabbath and knowing what happens to a man when he dies is 
not conversion. These are indeed precious truths. But every one of us must be born again if we are to see the 
kingdom of God. 
 

Verses 23, 24 
How many times have we heard a good sermon and then forgot what was said just a few hours later? We can 

read the Word and for a moment be strongly impressed. If we do not have a plan of action to keep the Word, we 

often forget what we just read. That is like a man looking into the mirror and sees a few smudges on his face and 

then walks away. After a time, he forgets about the blotches and walks around with dirt on his face.  

The mirror that we need to be looking into is God’s perfect law. God’s law will never fail to show us our true 

condition. But we cannot just look at the law and then walk away. We must look into that perfect law with the 

intent to have the smudges washed away by the cleansing of the Word and the Holy Spirit. We do not want to be 

simply informed, but changed. 

We might ask the question, “Why would we look into the mirror and walk away with smudges on our face?” It is 

because we have not fully consecrated ourselves to God. We are still holding back something that we know is not 

in agreement with His perfect will. 

Verse 25 
“Perfect law of liberty” 

The first thing we want to acknowledge is that God’s law is perfect. It is a revelation of His altogether beautiful 

and perfect character. Second, obedience to God’s law by the power of the Holy Spirit brings liberty. It is sin that 

causes slavery, not obedience. The man who is a “doer of the work” or will of God is blessed by such a life. He is 

not simply blessed by the act of obedience, but the fellowship he has with God that enables him to be obedient.  

Verse 26 
If someone talks about religious things but has a bent to speak evil of others, who has an unbridled tongue, then 

he is not truly converted, and his religion is in vain. That might seem harsh to say, but if he were truly converted, 

then his words would be evidence of that fact. 
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James is warning us not to be deceived in believing that our intellectual understanding of truth is conclusive 

evidence of conversion. If we still have an unbridled tongue, our mere understanding of Bible doctrines will not 

save us. 

 

Verse 27 
“Pure religion” 

There is a “pure religion.” Aspects of this pure religion are seen in our interest in those who need care and 

support like the fatherless, the widow, and the orphan. Here is expressed loving acts to those who cannot pay us 

back. It is a pure love with no selfish motives.  

 

Pure religion includes being “unspotted from the world.” Here James is referring to the sinful thoughts and 

practices of the world. After all, if a church looks like and acts like the world, then that church’s religion is in vain. 

It is powerless.  But thanks be to God that He is pure, undefiled, and all-powerful. Therefore, we are without 

excuse in being pure because He is pure and all-powerful.  
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