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Structure of Chapter Two 

 Respect for Others   Verses 1-13 

 Faith Without Works is Dead  Verses 14-26 

 

Our focus this week will be on verses 1-13, Respect for Others 

Verse 1 
“My brethren” 

If you were going to talk about “respect for others,” you would definitely begin by saying, “My brethren.” James 

does not see himself as better than others. This is very important. Why? Partiality in the church causes divisions 

amongst members.   

 

We are the body of Christ and every part is important. If we were to give honor to any part of the body, we are 

told to give it to those that typically receive no honor at all. Paul wrote, “And those members of the body, which 

we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have 

more abundant comeliness. For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, 

having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked: That there should be no schism in the body; but 

that the members should have the same care one for another.” 1 Corinthians 12:23-25 

 

The comely parts are the gifts of apostle, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. Upon these we generally 

give the most praise. An uncomely part would be the gift of helps, where someone is willing to help clean the 

toilets, vacuum the carpet, and clean the church kitchen. Seldom to these individuals receive any honor. But for 

the sake of church body, we are to give more honor to those who are generally overlooked. Tragically, we do just 

the opposite. We should know by now that the pastor already has his honor by virtue of his role. So why do we 

give the most honor and recognition to the comely gifts, the wealthiest, and the most educated?  

 

If we show partiality to the rich, then we show that we do not have the same faith as our Lord Jesus Christ, nor do 

we show a deep and lasting faith in the Lord Jesus. 

Verses 2, 3 
“For if there come unto your assembly” 

This opening statement in verse two seems to be pointing to those who visit the local church. Here James is 

painting a picture where two men come to the local church. One man wears a gold ring and expensive clothes. 

The other man wears the clothes of a poor man. So how do we treat these two visitors when they come to the 

local church? Do we give more attention and courtesy to the rich man than to the poor man? Apparently this was 

a real problem in the early church. The rich man was favored above the poor man.  
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Verse 4 
“Judges of evil thoughts” 

Those who favor someone over another because of his wealth is a judge of evil thoughts. He has simply placed 

more value upon the rich man than the poor man. But Calvary teaches us differently. Christ died for all, equally. 

When calling His disciples, Jesus did not base His selection upon socio-economic factors. Rather, he chose those 

men that he believed would be teachable and faithful to truth and righteousness.  

By giving preference to the rich man, the church member gave evidence that he thought just as the world thinks. 

It is simply wrong to think that a man has more worth than others because he has more money. Furthermore, 

character is not determined by bank accounts and deeds to property. Character is determined by one’s 

relationship to Christ and His law.  

Verse 5 
Jesus has not called anyone because he is poor. Rather, those that are “the poor of this world,” are those that do 

not seek after the things of this world. They are not gathering for themselves treasures on earth, but treasures in 

heaven. It may be true that they are living near or below the poverty line. But what makes them rich is their faith 

in Christ.  

 

If we are poor to the things of this world and are rich in faith, then we truly have more than the richest men on 

earth. We are more than billionaires. If you are an heir of the kingdom, then after you have lived a billion years, 

you have only just begun to live. 

 

James is also here saying that the majority of those that are in fact following Christ are those that do not have 

much of this world’s wealth. Generally speaking, those that are rich put more faith in their wealth than in God. 

Verse 6 
The early Christians were heavily persecuted. James reminds the church members that the wealthier classes were 

the ones who influenced the state and the Sanhedrin to persecute the church. So why are you showing preference 

to the very class that takes the lead in persecuting you?  

 

Of course, James is not suggesting that they should hate rich people. Rather, they should treat all men as they 

would want to be treated. This is the golden rule. Matthew 7:12. 
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Verse 7 
Not only did many unbelieving rich men oppress these early believers, but they also blasphemed the name of 

Christ. Therefore, why show partiality to someone because he is rich, do you not know that it is often the rich that 

oppress you and blaspheme the name of Jesus?  

 

In the time of Daniel, the leading political, military, and business leaders threw their support for the golden image 

in Daniel chapter three. They were of course wrong. But because they were leaders, they misled the common 

man. As such, great persecution came to the believers of the one true God.  

 

In these last days, Satan will sway the masses by misleading the politically powerful, the captains of industry, and 

the religious leaders of our day to pass a law against the law of God. In so doing, they will simultaneously be 

oppressing God’s people and blaspheming the name of Christ. Therefore, why would you show more preference 

to someone because of his money and position in life? 

Verse 8 
“Royal Law” 

If you want to speak about riches and royalty, let us talk about the “royal law.” The royal law is the law of the King 

of glory, and His law teaches us to love all men, even our enemies.  

 

The law of the world is to love the rich as yourself. But Jesus teaches us to love your neighbor as yourself.  

Verse 9 
But if we show partiality, it testifies that God’s law, the royal law, is not written upon our hearts and mind. 

Verses 10, 11 
A man need not break every civil law to go to jail. He only needs to break one civil law to find himself in prison. If 

he murders someone, he will go to prison, even if he never stole or committed perjury.  

 

In like manner, we show that self is still in control when we break even one of God’s commandments. If we lie, 

then we are as guilty in God’s eye as if we broke all His commandments.  

 

What binds all the commandments together is love. If we break even one commandment we show that love is not 

the guiding principle of our life.  

Verse 12 
Choose to live according to all of God’s precepts and you will not show partiality toward any man, whether he is 

rich or poor. The man who loves God’s law and loves his neighbor as himself is truly free. 
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Verse 13 
To show favoritism to the rich is to be judgmental and merciless to the poor. If you show no mercy, then you will 

not receive mercy. But if you are merciful you will obtain mercy. 
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