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James 4:11-17 One Lawgiver and Judge 
Verse 11 

“Speak not evil one of another” 

 

The failure of controlling the tongue (3:1-12), the lack of true wisdom (vs 3:13-18), and the love of the world (4:1-

10), leads church members to speak evil of one another.  

 

“he that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law” 

 

When we speak evil of our brother we are in fact judging him. To judge him so severely and critically is to 

misrepresent the spirit of the law. By misrepresenting the spirit of the law we are in fact judging the law. We are 

saying that the law does not condemn my critical spirit. We act as if the law condemns the speck in my brothers 

eye, but not the beam in my own eye. 

 

“When the mind dwells upon self, it is turned away from Christ, the source of strength and life. Hence it is Satan's 

constant effort to keep the attention diverted from the Saviour and thus prevent the union and communion of the 

soul with Christ. The pleasures of the world, life's cares and perplexities and sorrows, the faults of others, or 

your own faults and imperfections--to any or all of these he will seek to divert the mind. Do not be misled by his 

devices. Many who are really conscientious, and who desire to live for God, he too often leads to dwell upon their 

own faults and weaknesses, and thus by separating them from Christ he hopes to gain the victory.” Steps to 

Christ, 71, 71. 

 

There are four things the devil will try to get you to behold, so that you will not take the time to behold Christ. He 

will try and get you to behold the “pleasures of the world” so that you will become worldly. In such a state your 

love for worldly things will crowd out your love for Jesus and heavenly things. Second, Satan wants you to think 

about “life’s care and perplexities and sorrow.” He wants you to keep remembering where you have failed so that 

you will never choose to do great things for God. He wants you to be paralyzed by your past and present 

difficulties. Third, the adversary wants you to behold the “faults of others.” He wants you to be critical and 

judgmental towards your fellowman and fellow church member. He wants the church to be divided and lifeless, 

which a group of critical people will certainly achieve. And lastly, Satan wants you to behold your own faults and 

imperfections. He is very aware of the law that says, “You cannot rise any higher than your highest thought.” If 

your highest thoughts are of your own imperfections, then you cannot raise any higher than that. We should be 

contemplating the perfection of Christ and know that He lived such a beautiful life for us. Through the Holy Spirit, 

the life of Christ can become our own. As Sister White wrote, “The Holy Spirit is the breath of spiritual life in the 

soul. The impartation of the Spirit is the impartation of the life of Christ. It imbues the receiver with the attributes 

of Christ. Only those who are thus taught of God, those who possess the inward working of the Spirit, and in 

whose life the Christ-life is manifested, are to stand as representative men, to minister in behalf of the church.” 

Desire of Ages, 805  
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Therefore let us daily contemplate the life of Christ and encourage one another to walk in the footsteps of Jesus. 

Otherwise, if we maintain this critical spirit against one another we are on Satan’s ground.  

 

Verse 12 

“one lawgiver” 

 

There is only One who wrote the moral law that governs the universe. This One is the Creator of heaven and 

earth. He alone is worthy to judge. He alone could judge justly. He alone can read the heart, the motive, the 

thoughts of a man—perfectly. Therefore who are we to judge. We cannot read another man’s heart. We do not 

know his motive. We would do a horrible job in judging the eternal destiny of others.  

 

It is God that has given life, and He alone has the right to end that life. Yet with our critical words we destroy the 

peace and hope of others. God has not called us to do the works of darkness. Rather, we are to be salt and light to 

the world.  

 

And since all of us are violators of God’s moral law, we should be leading men to Chris—the Sin-bearer. We are to 

speak of the Holy Spirit who is able to recreate us into the image of God. Why do we waste our time being critical, 

when our words can be encouraging others to draw closer to Christ? 

 

Verse 13 

“Today and tomorrow we will go into such a city, and continue…and get gain” 

 

This verse is not against planning. We are to plan for a hundred years, yet be ready for Christ if He were to come 

today. But many Christians leave God out of their plans. A life plan that does not include surrendering all to God is 

a life set up for disaster. We do not know what tomorrow will bring. But there is one thing we can count on—if we 

store up treasure in heaven it will neither be destroy nor lost. 

 

We can become deceived by our worldly successes and begin to allow self to grow. Like Lucifer, we may begin to 

attribute all our gains to our own talents. But where did we get these talents? We received them from God. It is 

arrogance and self-centeredness that would lead us to think more and more of OUR plans and think less and less 

of God.  

 

Paul wrote, “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, 

but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; That they do good, that they be rich in good works, 

ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time 

to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.” 1 Timothy 6:17-19  
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Of course, we should not error in the other direction, namely, failing to plan or work at all.. As Paul wrote, “For 

even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat. For we 

hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. Now them that 

are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own 

bread. But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.” 2 Thessalonians 3:10-13 

 

Verse 14 

“For what is your life? It is even a vapor…” 

Life is more than things. Life is more than money. When you consider the shortness of life, why would we revolve 

our life around the uncertainty of riches? Jesus said, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth 

and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your 

treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Matthew 6:19-21 

 

Not only can money quickly depreciate, but our very life can suddenly end. Even if we die of an old age, what is 

seventy to ninety years in view of eternity? The time we have on this earth is in preparation to receive that 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

Verse 15 

“If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.” 

Every morning we should submit our will to the will of God. By failing to do so, we make plans without Him. But 

God’s will is perfect. If we could but see the end from the beginning, we would commend ourselves to the 

leadings of the Lord. There would be no complaint because we trust Him more that the wisdom of this world or 

the things of this world.  

 

It is part of the covenant of faith that we trust in the providential leadings of God. He knows what is best. He has 

our best eternal interests at stake. He will never mislead or fail us.  

 

Verse 16 

“ye rejoice in your boastings” 

Our little world is a history of exalting the works of men, while forgetting the Creator who made our world and 

who made us. The results of men boasting of their own achievements are the fruits of discord, war, and 

selfishness.  

 

The church of Laodicea boasts in herself. She thinks that this worldwide church is the work of her own hands. Yet 

the Lord declares that she is “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.” But all such self-

efficiency and self-glorification is evil, and finds it source in the originator of evil—Satan. 
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Verse 17 

“it is sin” 

Sin is not only doing things you know you should not be doing, but it also includes failing to do those things that 

we should be doing. The first is called the sins of commission, and the later the sins of omission.  

 

Love is not simply refraining from doing harm. Love must be an active principle that finds expression in kind words 

and deeds.  

 

In the context of today’s lesson, right doing would be to submit our will and plans to God. Sin would then be the 

failure to communion God in laying out our life plans. Every human plan will fail, but the ways of the Lord are 

everlasting.  
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