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James 5:7-12 Getting Ready for the Harvest 
 
In this week’s lesson we were introduced to a very important topic, namely, the work of the early and latter rain. I 
would like to focus this week’s notes on that subject.  
 
When does the latter rain fall? 
“’Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers 
of rain.’ ‘He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain.’ In the East the former 
rain falls at the sowing time. It is necessary in order that the seed may germinate. Under the influence of the 
fertilizing showers, the tender shoot springs up. The latter rain, falling near the close of the season, ripens the 
grain and prepares it for the sickle. The Lord employs these operations of nature to represent the work of the 
Holy Spirit. As the dew and the rain are given first to cause the seed to germinate, and then to ripen the harvest, 
so the Holy Spirit is given to carry forward, from one stage to another, the process of spiritual growth. The 
ripening of the grain represents the completion of the work of God's grace in the soul. By the power of the Holy 
Spirit the moral image of God is to be perfected in the character. We are to be wholly transformed into the 
likeness of Christ.   

“The latter rain, ripening earth's harvest, represents the spiritual grace that prepares the church for the coming 
of the Son of man. But unless the former rain has fallen, there will be no life; the green blade will not spring up. 
Unless the early showers have done their work, the latter rain can bring no seed to perfection.   

“There is to be ‘first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.’ There must be a constant 
development of Christian virtue, a constant advancement in Christian experience. This we should seek with 
intensity of desire, that we may adorn the doctrine of Christ our Saviour.” TM 506 

The work of finishing or perfecting the image of God in the saints is committed to the work of the Holy Spirit in 
the form of the latter rain. But it is not done in a moment. 

“As the dew and the rain are given first to cause the seed to germinate, and then to ripen the harvest, so the 
Holy Spirit is given to carry forward, from one stage to another, the process of spiritual growth. The ripening of 
the grain represents the completion of the work of God's grace in the soul. By the power of the Holy Spirit the 
moral image of God is to be perfected in the character. We are to be wholly transformed into the likeness of 
Christ.” TM 506 

As we can see, part of the work of the latter rain is to bring the precious wheat to complete maturity. These 
finishing touches upon the character of God’s people must take place before they receive the seal of the living 
God. 

Notice this statement by Sister White after she quotes all of Revelation 13:11-17: 

“This is the test that the people of God must have before they are sealed. All who proved their loyalty to God by 
observing His law, and refusing to accept a spurious sabbath, will rank under the banner of the Lord God Jehovah, 
and will receive the seal of the living God. Those who yield the truth of heavenly origin and accept the Sunday 
sabbath, will receive the mark of the beast.” 7 SDABC 976 
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In Revelation 13:11-17, there is the rise of the second beast, the United States. It performs miracle working power 
in the form of Spiritualism. It forms as image to the beast in uniting church and state. She passes a National 
Sunday Law and causes all both small and great to worship the first beast the papacy. Then God’s people cannot 
buy and sell. In the end they face a death decree. She says, “This is the test that the people of God must have 
before they are sealed.” 

From these statements, it seems that God’s people will be judged just prior to the close of probation. They will 
receive the seal of the living God just before the close of probation, but after to the latter rain has done its work 
of bringing the precious wheat to full maturity.  

After all, why would we be sealed with the seal of the living God before the latter rain has brought the wheat to 
perfection? 

National Sunday Law 
 The Work of the Latter Rain 
  The Final Test 
   The Seal of the Living God 
    The Judgment of the Living 
     The Close of Probation 
 
“When the third angel's message closes, mercy no longer pleads for the guilty inhabitants of the earth. The people 
of God have accomplished their work. They have received ‘the latter rain,’ ‘the refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord,’ and they are prepared for the trying hour before them. Angels are hastening to and fro in heaven. An 
angel returning from the earth announces that his work is done; the final test has been brought upon the world, 
and all who have proved themselves loyal to the divine precepts have received ‘the seal of the living God.’ Then 
Jesus ceases His intercession in the sanctuary above. He lifts His hands and with a loud voice says, ‘It is done;’ and 
all the angelic host lay off their crowns as He makes the solemn announcement: ‘He that is unjust, let him be 
unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he 
that is holy, let him be holy still.’ Revelation 22:11. Every case has been decided for life or death. Christ has made 
the atonement for His people and blotted out their sins. The number of His subjects is made up; ‘the kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven," is about to be given to the heirs of 
salvation, and Jesus is to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords.’” GC 613, 614 

An angel returns to heaven and says his work is done. What work? 

It is the work of bringing the final test of the Sabbath truth to the world, so that the destiny of each class is then 
eternally established.  

Once the final test comes, which all must have before they are sealed, then immediately follows the judgment of 
the living, the work in the heavenly sanctuary is finished. 
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Let us now consider the separation of the wheat and tares. 
Jesus taught us the parable of the tares and the wheat: Matthew 13:24-30 
13:24  “Another parable put He forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man  
  which sowed good seed in his field:   

 13:25  But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way.   

 13:26  But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.   

 13:27  So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in 
  thy field? from whence then hath it tares?   

 13:28  He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we 
  go and gather them up?   

 13:29  But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.   

 13:30  Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers,  
  Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat  
  into my barn.” 

The Sower is the Son of Man; the field is the world; the good seed is the Word and the wheat the springs forth 
from it are the children of God; the tares are the unsaved; and the evil sower is the devil. 

When Jesus said the “field” is the “world,” He was more specially referring to the church in the world. Remember, 
the parable is about the kingdom of God and His work in trying to save souls.  

The tares are not thorns and thistles, but they are also not wheat. They are members in the church. Both the 
wheat and tares grow together in the church until the time of harvest. The harvest is the end of the world. Matt 
13:39. This must be understood to be the end of probationary time.  

As Sister White wrote, “The tares and the wheat are to grow together until the harvest; and the harvest is the end 
of probationary time.” COL 72 

“The looker-on may discern no difference; but there is One who said that the tares were not to be plucked up by 
human hands lest the wheat be rooted up also. Let both grow together until the harvest. Then the Lord sends 
forth His reapers to gather out the tares and bind them in bundles to burn, while the wheat is gathered into the 
heavenly garner. The time of the judgment is a most solemn period, when the Lord gathers His own from among 
the tares. Those who have been members of the same family are separated. A mark is placed upon the righteous.” 
TM 234 

 “There will be those among us who will always want to control the work of God, to dictate even what 
movements shall be made when the work goes forward under the direction of the angel who joins the third 
angel in the message to be given to the world. God will use ways and means by which it will be seen that He is 
taking the reins in His own hands. The workers will be surprised by the simple means that He will use to bring 
about and perfect His work of righteousness.” TM 300 

“The tares closely resembled the wheat while the blades were green; but when the field was white for the 
harvest, the worthless weeds bore no likeness to the wheat that bowed under the weight of its full, ripe heads. 
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Sinners who make a pretension of piety mingle for a time with the true followers of Christ, and the semblance of 
Christianity is calculated to deceive many; but in the harvest of the world there will be no likeness between good 
and evil. Then those who have joined the church, but who have not joined Christ, will be manifest.” COL 74 

Neither the wheat nor the tares come to full maturity until the latter rain has done its work. That is not to say that 
the tares receive the latter rain, but that the perfection of the wheat under the latter rain, and the compromise 
made by the tares under the pressure of the Sunday laws will make it evident, which are the wheat and which are 
the tares.  

Consider Calvary where righteousness shown most gloriously, and when sin appeared its worst.  

The greater the outpouring of the latter rain the more beautiful the true and faithful appear, and the true nature 
of the tare appears. All pretense is now swept away. 

Consider it from an agricultural view. What farmer would harvest his crop just before the latter rain? None. 

Separation and Unity 
“The casting of the net is the preaching of the gospel. This gathers both good and evil into the church. When the 
mission of the gospel is completed, the judgment will accomplish the work of separation. Christ saw how the 
existence of false brethren in the church would cause the way of truth to be evil spoken of. The world would 
revile the gospel because of the inconsistent lives of false professors. Even Christians would be caused to stumble 
as they saw that many who bore Christ's name were not controlled by His Spirit. Because these sinners were in 
the church, men would be in danger of thinking that God excused their sins. Therefore Christ lifts the veil from the 
future and bids all to behold that it is character, not position, which decides man's destiny.  Both the parable of 
the tares and that of the net plainly teach that there is no time when all the wicked will turn to God. The wheat 
and the tares grow together until the harvest. The good and the bad fish are together drawn ashore for a final 
separation. When the mission of the gospel is completed, the judgment will accomplish the work of separation.”  
COL 122, 123 

According to this statement how long do the tares remain in the church? Until the mission of the gospel is 
complete. 

It is the mission of the gospel to finish the work inside of each of us, and in proclaiming the truth to the whole 
world.  

And what finishes the work inside of each of us and the proclamation of the truth to the whole world? It is the 
latter rain.  

Therefore we cannot be judged and separated as a people before the latter rain. It must be after the latter rain 
has done its work.  

And when will the latter rain cease to fall? When every case has been decided for either the seal of the living God 
or the mark of the beast.  

Therefore, the wheat and the tares will grow together, just like Jesus said, until the harvest.  
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And what comes at the end of the work of the gospel? The final separation. Has there already been separations 
among us? 

1844: Physical Separation 
1888: Spiritual Separation 
 
“The mighty shaking has commenced and will go on, and all will be shaken out who are not willing to take a bold 
and unyielding stand for the truth and to sacrifice for God and His cause.” EW 50 
 
“Just as long as God has a church, he will have those who will cry aloud and spare not, who will be his instruments 
to reprove selfishness and sins, and will not shun to declare the whole counsel of God, whether men will hear or 
forbear. I saw that individuals would rise up against the plain testimonies. It does not suit their natural feelings. 
They would choose to have smooth things spoken unto them, and have peace cried in their ears. I view the church 
in a more dangerous condition than they ever have been. Experimental religion is known but by a few. The 
shaking must soon take place to purify the church.”  2SG 284 
 
“I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen and was shown that it would be caused by the straight testimony 
called forth by the counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans. This will have its effect upon the heart of the 
receiver, and will lead him to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight truth. Some will not bear this straight 
testimony. They will rise up against it, and this is what will cause a shaking among God's people.> I saw that the 
testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded. The solemn testimony upon which the destiny of the 
church hangs has been lightly esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This testimony must work deep repentance; 
all who truly receive it will obey it and be purified.” EW 270 
 
During the time of the latter rain, the wise and foolish virgins are still in the church. When the work goes forward, 
both tares and wheat will come into the church. In the end, at the time of the harvest, the separation will take 
place. After all, the foolish virgins are right there in the church near the very end.  

Consider this solemn statement: 

“God leads His people on, step by step. He brings them up to different points calculated to manifest what is in the 
heart. Some endure at one point, but fall off at the next. At every advanced point the heart is tested and tried a 
little closer. If the professed people of God find their hearts opposed to this straight work, it should convince 
them that they have a work to do to overcome, if they would not be spewed out of the mouth of the Lord. Said 
the angel: ‘God will bring His work closer and closer to test and prove every one of His people.’ Some are willing to 
receive one point; but when God brings them to another testing point, they shrink from it and stand back, 
because they find that it strikes directly at some cherished idol. Here they have opportunity to see what is in their 
hearts that shuts out Jesus. They prize something higher than the truth, and their hearts are not prepared to 
receive Jesus. Individuals are tested and proved a length of time to see if they will sacrifice their idols and heed 
the counsel of the True Witness. If any will not be purified through obeying the truth, and overcome their 
selfishness, their pride, and evil passions, the angels of God have the charge: ‘They are joined to their idols, let 
them alone,’ and they pass on to their work, leaving these with their sinful traits unsubdued, to the control of evil 
angels. Those who come up to every point, and stand every test, and overcome, be the price what it may, have 
heeded the counsel of the True Witness, and they will receive the latter rain, and thus be fitted for translation .” 
1T 187 
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The Sealing Work 
“The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of the beast will be formed before probation closes; for it is to be 
the great test for the people of God, by which their eternal destiny will be decided. . . . [Revelation 13:11-17 
quoted.]….This is the test that the people of God must have before they are sealed. All who proved their loyalty to 
God by observing His law, and refusing to accept a spurious sabbath, will rank under the banner of the Lord God 
Jehovah, and will receive the seal of the living God. Those who yield the truth of heavenly origin and accept the 
Sunday sabbath, will receive the mark of the beast (Letter 11, 1890).” SDABC, volume 7, 976 

No one receives the seal of the living God until he has passed the test imposed by the setting up of the image of 
the beast. That test comes first and then the seal of God follows on all those who have passed this fearful test. 
Therefore no one living has that seal placed on them at this time, because the test has not yet come.  

“When the third angel's message closes, mercy no longer pleads for the guilty inhabitants of the earth. The people 
of God have accomplished their work. They have received ‘the latter rain,’ ‘the refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord,’ and they are prepared for the trying hour before them. Angels are hastening to and fro in heaven. An 
angel returning from the earth announces that his work is done; the final test has been brought upon the world, 
and all who have proved themselves loyal to the divine precepts have received ‘the seal of the living God.’ Then 
Jesus ceases His intercession in the sanctuary above.” GC 613 

The great test comes, those who remain faithful will receive the seal of the living God, then probation closes. 

But there are two seals. 

Paul wrote, “That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also trusted, after 
that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed 
with that Holy Spirit of promise,” Ephesians 1:12, 13 

Paul is not taking about a future seal, but one that the saints have already received. Does this mean they have 
passed the great final test? No.  

Consider Revelation 9:1, 4, “And the fifth angel sounded,…And it was commanded them that they should not hurt 
the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of 
God in their foreheads.” 

The fact that they were to hurt only those men without the seal of God, is a clear indication that there were those 
with the seal of God in their foreheads at that time. 

“The law of God, which is perfect holiness, is the only true standard of character. Love is expressed in obedience, 
and perfect love casteth out all fear. Those who love God, have the seal of God in their foreheads, and work the 
works of God.” Sons and Daughters of God, page 51 

“Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their foreheads--it is not any seal or mark that can be seen, but a 
settling into the truth, both intellectually and spiritually, so they cannot be moved--just as soon as God's people 
are sealed and prepared for the shaking, it will come. Indeed, it has begun already; the judgments of God are now 
upon the land, to give us warning, that we may know what is coming.” 4SDABC 1161 

This statement defines the sealing as being a settling into the truth both intellectually and spiritually. This pictures 
a time-absorbing process, for no one settles into the truth instantly.  
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You might say that the “first seal” prepares us for the “second seal.” 

It is true that the seal of God is a sign of ownership, but how do we belong to God? 
 
Righteousness is being sealed in, and sin is being sealed out. 
 
“God's ideal for His children is higher than the highest human thought can reach. ‘Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
your Father which is in heaven is perfect.’ This command is a promise. The plan of redemption contemplates our 
complete recovery from the power of Satan. Christ always separates the contrite soul from sin. He came to 
destroy the works of the devil, and He has made provision that the Holy Spirit shall be imparted to every 
repentant soul, to keep him from sinning.” DA 311 

In Ephesians 1:12, 13, we receive the Holy Spirit as a seal. Therefore, according to the above statement, the Holy 
Spirit seals us against sin or seals sin out and righteousness in.  

This makes the seal of God more than merely a stamp of approval. The seal is the actual presence of the Holy 
Spirit in the life as a seal against the determined efforts of the devil to tempt us into sin.  

The seal of God is therefore the power of God, which is the power of the Holy Spirit, of which the Sabbath is its 
greatest sign. 

Genesis 2:1-3 Creative power 

Exodus 20:8-11 Creative power 

Deuteronomy 5:12-16 Power to deliver 

Ezekiel 20:12 Power to sanctify 

The work of the gospel is the sealing work of the Holy Spirit. 

The former rain is the work of the Holy Spirit. The latter rain is the work of the Holy Spirit. The former begins the 
work, the latter brings it to perfection and maturity. 

“Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their foreheads--it is not any seal or mark that can be seen, but a 
settling into the truth, both intellectually and spiritually, so they cannot be moved--just as soon as God's people 
are sealed and prepared for the shaking, it will come. Indeed, it has begun already; the judgments of God are now 
upon the land, to give us warning, that we may know what is coming.” 4SDABC 1161 

This is the first seal, not the second seal. We are not to be settling into the truth as some future event. We must 
be settling into the truth now.  

When God’s people receive the seal of the living God, it is after the great final test. Before we face the great final 
test, we had better been already settling into the truth as not to be moved.  

“The Lord has shown me the danger of letting our minds be filled with worldly thoughts and cares. I saw that 
some minds are led away from present truth and a love of the Holy Bible by reading other exciting books; others 
are filled with perplexity and care for what they shall eat, drink, and wear. Some are looking too far off for the 
coming of the Lord. Time has continued a few years longer than they expected; therefore they think it may 
continue a few years more, and in this way their minds are being led from present truth, out after the world. In 

http://www.metromenspm.com/


 

 
 

Metro New York World Ministry – http://www.metromenspm.com/ Page 8 

these things I saw great danger; for if the mind is filled with other things, present truth is shut out, and there is no 
place in our foreheads for the seal of the living God. I saw that the time for Jesus to be in the most holy place was 
nearly finished and that time can last but a very little longer. What leisure time we have should be spent in 
searching the Bible, which is to judge us in the last day.    

“My dear brethren and sisters, let the commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ be in your minds 
continually and let them crowd out worldly thoughts and cares. When you lie down and when you rise up, let 
them be your meditation. Live and act wholly in reference to the coming of the Son of man. The sealing time is 
very short, and will soon be over. Now is the time, while the four angels are holding the four winds, to make our 
calling and election sure.” EW 58 

The Battle with Sin 
“The result of the eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil is manifest in every man's experience. There is 
in his nature a bent to evil, a force which, unaided, he cannot resist. To withstand this force, to attain that ideal 
which in his inmost soul he accepts as alone worthy, he can find help in but one power. That power is Christ. Co-
operation with that power is man's greatest need.” ED 29 

“When the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new power takes possession of the new heart. A change is wrought 
which man can never accomplish for himself. It is a supernatural work, bringing a supernatural element into 
human nature. The soul that is yielded to Christ becomes His own fortress, which He holds in a revolted world, 
and He intends that no authority shall be known in it but His own. A soul thus kept in possession by the heavenly 
agencies is impregnable to the assaults of Satan.” DA 324 

“Now, while our great High Priest is making the atonement for us, we should seek to become perfect in Christ. 
Not even by a thought could our Saviour be brought to yield to the power of temptation. Satan finds in human 
hearts some point where he can gain a foothold; some sinful desire is cherished, by means of which his 
temptations assert their power. But Christ declared of Himself: ‘The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing 
in Me.’ John 14:30. Satan could find nothing in the Son of God that would enable him to gain the victory. He had 
kept His Father's commandments, and there was no sin in Him that Satan could use to his advantage. This is the 
condition in which those must be found who shall stand in the time of trouble.” GC 623 

From these statements we can understand that we are to fear the enemy within more than the enemy without.  

Think of a fortress against whom the enemy has come to conquer. But the walls are high and thick, the mote is 
wide and deep, and the enemy cannot knock down these walls. The enemy without cannot come in.  

But what if the enemy were inside the impregnable walls? Could he not open the door for the enemy on the 
outside to come in?  

The one enemy within is more powerful than the army outside.  

While sin still abides within we may think with all the confidence manifested by Peter of old that we can resist the 
devil and not betray the Lord, but as the enemy approaches, some sinful desire which we have cherished and 
failed to give away, provides the access for Satan, who seeks to overthrow us.  

For many people, if not most, it is inconceivable that anyone could ever come to the place where there is no sinful 
desire in the heart.  
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But can we possess purity of heart? 

Consider someone who had a nicotine addiction from smoking. Could he be completely free from this addiction 
with no more desire for a cigarette? Yes. 

If this is true in the physical realm, could it also be true in the spiritual? 

If we would consider Peter again. There was an enemy inside of Peter that he did not know. The Lord permitted 
Peter to fail Him and to see the evil within his own heart. When Peter denied the Lord thrice, what a revelation 
that could not be denied. It was terrible to deny the Lord, but what a blessing to see so clearly his own fault.  

While Satan desired to show that Peter belonged to him, the Lord allowed Peter to fail to save him.  

The problem with Peter’s failure was not the lack of power in the Lord, but in the blindness of the disciple and his 
self-will and self-confidence.  

Peter now saw the enemy within. As Sister White wrote, “Now his self-confidence was gone. Never again were 
the old boastful assertions repeated.” COL 154 

If we are willing to see, the Lord will help us to see our true spiritual condition.  

Once the enemy within has been identified, it can now be destroyed through heartfelt confession of sin. That we 
not only confess the evil we committed, but also confess the evil inside of us.  

“The religion of Christ means more than the forgiveness of sin; it means taking away our sins, and filling the 
vacuum with the graces of the Holy Spirit.” COL 419, 420 

Is this the work of the former rain under the Holy Spirit, or the latter rain under the Holy Spirit? 

Both the former rain and the latter rain are the work of the Holy Spirit, and as such, both are part of the first seal.  

Consider the following: 

“’Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers 
of rain.’ ‘He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain.’ In the East the former 
rain falls at the sowing time. It is necessary in order that the seed may germinate. Under the influence of the 
fertilizing showers, the tender shoot springs up. The latter rain, falling near the close of the season, ripens the 
grain and prepares it for the sickle. The Lord employs these operations of nature to represent the work of the 
Holy Spirit. As the dew and the rain are given first to cause the seed to germinate, and then to ripen the harvest, 
so the Holy Spirit is given to carry forward, from one stage to another, the process of spiritual growth. The 
ripening of the grain represents the completion of the work of God's grace in the soul. By the power of the Holy 
Spirit the moral image of God is to be perfected in the character. We are to be wholly transformed into the 
likeness of Christ.   

“The latter rain, ripening earth's harvest, represents the spiritual grace that prepares the church for the coming of 
the Son of man. But unless the former rain has fallen, there will be no life; the green blade will not spring up. 
Unless the early showers have done their work, the latter rain can bring no seed to perfection.” TM 506 

The former rain falls at the beginning of the season, and it is that which causes the seed to germinate and spring 
forth. The grain advances in growth, showing promise of an abundant harvest. This is followed by a drier period of 
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steady growth from the sunshine and the dew. It is not ready for harvest, it needs the showers of the latter rain to 
bring it to maturity.  

No grain is ready before the latter rain. So the latter rain falls over a period of time. The grain ripens. The work 
that began in the early spring is coming to completion. As last, it is time for the harvest.  

The only difference between the former and latter rain is in the time when they fall. One begins spiritual growth 
and the latter its finishing touch. But the purpose of both is the steady growth of Christian maturity.  

If the work of the first seal is the work of the Holy Spirit in us, represented by both the former and latter rain, then 
what is the second seal, the seal of the living God? 

If the seal of the living God is for those who have passed the great final test, then what is left?  

Now let us consider several statements identifying the seal of the living God:  

The seal and the Sabbath 
“The time has come, when all who have an interest in their soul’s salvation should earnestly and solemnly inquire, 
What is the seal of God?” ST, Nov. 1, 1899 

The first time Ellen White associated the seal with the Sabbath was in 1848. A few months later, in January 1849, 
Joseph Bates, the pioneer Sabbath theologian, published the first Adventist book on the subject and called it, A 
Seal of the Living God. 

“The four angels are holding the four winds that a special work may be accomplished: the saints of God are to be 
sealed in their foreheads. Brethren, how long before you will be ready for the seal of God? Every step you 
advance upon the path which God forbids, toward your own pleasure and in sin, is a step nearer your destruction. 
Every act of disobedience to the word of the Lord is exposing you to irreparable loss. Every moment of ease, of 
self-indulgence, secured by you in neglecting the divine admonitions and call to duty in earnest work for the 
Master, is placing you under the power and control of the prince of darkness. Your candlestick may at any 
moment be moved out of its place.” RH, June 7, 1887 

“’The seal of God’ law is found in the fourth commandment.” GC 452 

“The Sabbath of the fourth commandment is the seal of the living God. It points to God as the Creator, and is the 
sign of His rightful authority over the beings He has made.” ST, March 22, 1910. 

“But the seal of the living God is placed upon those who conscientiously keep the Sabbath of the Lord.” RH, July 
13, 1897 

“Too late they see that the Sabbath of the fourth commandment is the seal of the living God.” GC 640 

“The seal of the living God will be placed upon those only who bear a likeness to Christ in character.” RH, May 21, 
1895 
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The seal as protection 
Revelation 6:17-7:2 “For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?  And after these 
things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the 
wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. And I saw another angel ascending from the 
east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to 
hurt the earth and the sea,…” 

“Four mighty angels hold back the powers of this earth till the servants of God are sealed in their foreheads.” 
7SDABC 967 

 “Satan was trying his every art to hold them where they were, until the sealing was past, until the covering was 
drawn over God’s people, and they left without a shelter from the burning wrath of God, in the seven last 
plagues.” EW 43, 44 (SD 342) 

“Those who receive the seal of the living God and are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the image of 
Jesus fully.” EW 71 

 

Metro New York Sabbath School Notes prepared by Pastor Jeff Wehr 
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