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The Blessings of Righteousness: Knowing God’s Will  
The Adult Quarterly focused primarily on the subject of making right choices. By not making wise choices we 

invite chaos into our life. Or bad choices also negatively affect the lives of others. So it becomes essential that we 

obtain wisdom from above to make those right decisions to honor God and to benefit our fellowman.  

I think it would be safe to say that wisdom from above is the same as God’s will for our life. So in our search for 

wisdom we are essentially learning how to seek God’s will. Let us begin with the following question:  

What is God’s will for us? 

“For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be 

filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 1:10 That ye might walk worthy of 

the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God.” Colossians 

1:9, 10 

 

God desires that we know “His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.” The purpose for knowing God’s will 

is “that ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing.”  

 

Furthermore, we are to know God’s will that we might be “fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the 

knowledge of God.” 

 

Jesus expressed these very thoughts when He said, “And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me 

alone; for I do always those things that please him.” John 8:29 

In Hebrews 13:20, 21, Paul wrote, “Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that 

great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 13:21 Make you perfect in every 

good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be 

glory for ever and ever. Amen.”  

God’s will is to “make” us “perfect in every good work to do His will.” 

In 1 Thessalonians 4:3, Paul wrote, “For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain 

from fornication:”  

God’s will is our sanctification. After all, we are “called to be saints” or holy ones. Romans 1:7  

“For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.” 1 Thessalonians 4:7  

“According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 

blame before him in love:” Ephesians 1:4 

And we can be assured that “Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.” 1 Thessalonians 5:24 
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The call to be holy is the unveiling of His purpose that we are to be made righteous, that we are to be made holy 

and sanctified by His Spirit. 

It is vitally important that we understand God’s ultimate will for our life. If we error here we will likely make 

decisions that are NOT in accordance with God’s will. But if I believe that His ultimate will for my life is holiness in 

the Lord, then I will want to make all my decisions in accordance with His will, not mine.  

Many Christians, including many Seventh-day Adventists believe that God has simply called them to be forgiven, 

but not transformed. They are to live a happy life, but not a holy life. They are to look forward to a home in 

heaven, but neglect the needful preparation to live in the presence of God. As we can see, it does matter how we 

understand God’s ultimate will for our life.  

These words of Peter are inescapably clear, saying, “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 

manner of conversation; 1:16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:15, 16 

What is truly being said in these verses? The motive for being holy is because God is holy. Only by seeking holiness 

can we enjoy God. If you desire fellowship with God you will seek for holiness, for it is the only way to know God. 

In addition, we now know what the standard of holiness is, namely, the holiness of God. Therefore, there are no 

varying shades of holiness. There is only one holiness, which is the character of God.  

As Jesus said, “Be thou perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.” Matthew 5:48 

The call to holiness reveals the power of holiness. For “there is none holy but the Lord.” If God alone is holy, then 

holiness is not something we can do by ourselves. Rather, we must receive His holiness. As Paul wrote, “For I am 

not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the 

Jew first, and also to the Greek.  1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 

written, The just shall live by faith.” Romans 1:16, 17. The power of the gospel is to reveal “the righteousness of 

God from faith to faith.” 

Consider our great high calling to holiness when the four living creatures [the Cherabim] veil their face saying, 

“And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not 

day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.” Revelation 4:8 

As we become more and more like our Creator what will happen to our mind? 

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7. We 

will have the mind of Christ. See Philippians 2:5 
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So what are the steps in seeking God’s will? 

Principle One: Begin by submitting your will to God. 

Jesus came to demonstrate to us how to live in harmony with God’s will.  

“Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.” John 4:34 

“For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.” John 6:38 

“I and my Father are one.” John 10:30 

TRUST is at the core of our submission to God’s will. Which raises some obvious questions:  

Do we believe that God knows all things? Do we believe that He has our best eternal interests at stake? 

“Christ in His life on earth made no plans for Himself. He accepted God's plans for Him, and day by day the Father 

unfolded His plans. So should we depend upon God, that our lives may be the simple outworking of His will. As we 

commit our ways to Him, He will direct our steps….Too many, in planning for a brilliant future, make an utter 

failure. Let God plan for you. As a little child, trust to the guidance of Him who will ‘keep the feet of His saints.’ 1 

Samuel 2:9. God never leads His children otherwise than they would choose to be led, if they could see the end 

from the beginning and discern the glory of the purpose which they are fulfilling as co-workers with Him.” MH 479 

We sing that beautiful old hymn Trust and Obey: 

“ Trust and obey, for there’s no other way, to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.” 

“Christ's work was to set before men the character of His kingdom, showing that names and positions and titles 

are nothing, but that pure virtue and a holy character is accounted as everything in the sight of heaven.” Lift Him 

Up, 135 

“It is for you to yield up your will to the will of Jesus Christ; and as you do this, God will immediately take 

possession and work in you to will and to do of His good pleasure. Your whole nature will then be brought under 

the control of the Spirit of Christ, and even your thoughts will be subject to Him. You cannot control your 

impulses, your emotions, as you may desire; but you can control the will, and you can make an entire change in 

your life. By yielding up your will to Christ, your life will be hid with Christ in God and allied to the power which is 

above all principalities and powers. You will have strength from God that will hold you fast to His strength; and a 

new life, even the life of living faith, will be possible to you. But your will must co-operate with God's will, not with 

the will of associates through whom Satan is constantly working to ensnare and destroy you.” 5T 514 

The obviously purpose for knowing God’s will, which is plainly written in God’s Word, is that we might do HIs good 

pleasure. 

So the question then becomes: Do I truly want to God to lead me? Am I willing to be made willing to do HIs good 

pleasure? 
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“Until you have the resolution to obey God’s will you cannot have His guidance.” 5T 511 

“Those who in their work for God depend on worldly plans for gaining success will make a failure.” EV 148 

Principle Two: Do not go by feelings or simple impressions 

“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof [are] the ways of death.” Proverbs 14:12 

“Your feelings, your impressions, your emotions, are not to be trusted, for they are not reliable.” 5T 513 

“In the face of the most positive commands of God, men and women will follow their own inclinations and then 

dare to pray over the matter, to prevail upon God to consent to allow them to go contrary to His expressed will. 

The Lord is not pleased with such prayers. Satan comes to the side of such persons, as he did to Eve in Eden, and 

impresses them, and they have an exercise of mind, and this they relate as a most wonderful experience which 

the Lord has given them. A true experience will be in perfect harmony with natural and divine law. False 

experience will array itself against science and the principles of Jehovah.” 3T 72, 73 

“I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. 81:11 

But my people would not hearken to my voice; and Israel would none of me. 81:12 So I gave them up unto their 

own hearts' lust: and they walked in their own counsels. 81:13 Oh that my people had hearkened unto me, and 

Israel had walked in my ways!” Psalm 81:10-13 

Some have such a strong inclination to have their own way that God allows them to follow their own course, and 

to allow them to suffer the consequences. This does not mean that He loves them less, but He will not force the 

will. 

Principle Three: Seek God’s will in His Word 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” Psalm 119:105 

“There are three ways in which the Lord reveals His will to us, to guide us, and to fit us to guide others. How may 

we know His voice from that of a stranger? How shall we distinguish it from the voice of a false shepherd? God 

reveals His will to us in His word, the Holy Scriptures. His voice is also revealed in His providential workings; and it 

will be recognized if we do not separate our souls from Him by walking in our own ways, doing according to our 

own wills, and following the promptings of an unsanctified heart, until the senses have become so confused that 

eternal things are not discerned, and the voice of Satan is so disguised that it is accepted as the voice of 

God….Another way in which God's voice is heard is through the appeals of His Holy Spirit, making impressions 

upon the heart, which will be wrought out in the character. If you are in doubt upon any subject you must first 

consult the Scriptures.” 5T 512 

The first of three ways of discerning God’s will is in His Word. The second way in through “His providential 

workings.” 
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“Another way in which God’s voice is heard is through the appeals of His Holy Spirit, making impressions upon the 

heart.” 

Principle Four: Prayerfully review His providential workings 

“All the commandments which I command thee this day shall ye observe to do, that ye may live, and multiply, and 

go in and possess the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers. 8:2 And thou shalt remember all the way 

which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know 

what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.” Deuteronomy 8:1, 2 

We notice in verse one that the people have God’s will clearly expressed in the Ten Commandments. In verse two, 

the Israelites were to remember how God led them in the past, because God never leads us contrary to His 

perfect will as revealed through His Word. 

“In reviewing our past history, having traveled over every step of advance to our present standing, I can say, 

Praise God! As I see what the Lord has wrought, I am filled with astonishment, and with confidence in Christ as 

leader. We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and His 

teaching in our past history.” Life Sketches, 196 

“It is just as essential that the people of God in this day should bear in mind how and when they have been tested, 

and where their faith has failed; where they have imperiled His cause by their unbelief and also by their self-

confidence. God's mercy, His sustaining providence, His never-to-be-forgotten deliverances, are to be recounted, 

step by step. As God's people thus review the past, they should see that the Lord is ever repeating His dealings. 

They should understand the warnings given, and should beware not to repeat their mistakes. Renouncing all self-

dependence, they are to trust in Him to save them from again dishonoring His name.” 7T 210 

Principle Five: We need to pray for guidance 

“But to pray in Christ’s name means much. It means that we are to accept His character, manifest His Spirit, and 

work His works.” DA 668 

As we pray for guidance, we must be committed to follow Jesus as our example. After all, why would we pray for 

guidance while we knowingly disregard Christ as our example? 

By praying for guidance we are recognizing our own fallibility and mortality. We do have limitations. We are not 

divine and therefore we cannot discern the future. But we can place our trust in Him who knows all things.  

If we pray for guidance we need to have the attitude to obey. We are not asking God to give us ten options by 

which we pick the one we like most. Rather, we must be willing to be led no matter His will. 
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Principle Six: We must make a decision to follow. 

You have prayed, you have studied God’s Word, you have reflected on His leading in your life—it is now time to 

make a decision. As you submit to God’s will, your mind will be at peace, then you must move forward to all that 

God asks. 

“Long delays tire the angels. It is even more excusable to make a wrong decision sometimes than to be continually 

in a wavering position, to be hesitating, sometimes inclined in one direction, then in another. More perplexity and 

wretchedness result from thus hesitating and doubting than from sometimes moving too hastily.” 3T 497 

Principle Seven: Counsel with those who are following the Lord. 

“Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.” Proverbs 11:14 

“Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the multitude of counsellors they are established.” Proverbs 

15:22 

“Every worker needs to guard himself against thinking that he is a complete whole. My brother, you should learn 

that wherever you are in God’s service, other minds besides yours should be brought into connection with the 

work. You will desire to do things that in your judgment should be done. But you will is not always to be followed. 

On some lines other minds may be more capable of giving wise counsel with your brethren. In your board 

meetings let the other members fully express their minds. Do not regard your judgment as fully sufficient to 

decide matters without any other voice.” 1888 Materials, 1787 

Of course we want to balance these statements with the following: 

“It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man. 118:9 It is better to trust in the LORD than to put 

confidence in princes.” Psalm 118:8, 9 

“Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help.” Psalm 146:3 

“Let all look to God, trust in Him, and believe fully in His power. Yoke up with Christ, and not with men; for men 

have no power to keep you from falling.” 1888 Materials, 1620 

While we are to be open and teachable, we are not to blindly follow man. We are to follow God. 

“It is a mistake to withdraw from those who do not agree with our ideas. This will not inspire our brethren with 

confidence in our judgment. It is our duty to counsel with our brethren, and to heed their advice. We are to seek 

their counsel, and when they give it, we are not to cast it away, as if they were our enemies. Unless we humble 

our hearts before God, we shall not know His will.” TM 500 

While we are never to embrace error, we should take time to be open to the comments of others. According to 

the above quotation, our openness says something about humility. But this raises an important question:  
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What kind of counselors should we seek? 

Men who keep God’s commandments: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding 

have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.” Psalm 111:10 

Those who have a good understanding of spiritual things are those who keep God’s commandments.  In other 

words, we should not be seeking counsel on spiritual matters from those who do NOT keep God’s 

commandments. 

Men who have been taught of God: “There are men whom God has raised up as counselors, men whom He has 

taught, and whose heart and soul and life are in the work. These men are to be highly esteemed for their work's 

sake.” 5T 270 

Men of experience: “The Lord has especially blessed some with an experience that has fitted them to be wise 

counselors. In our several callings there is to be a mutual dependence on one another for assistance. Of this, Peter 

says: ‘Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be 

clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.’ But this does not authorize 

any one man to undertake the work of ordering his brethren arbitrarily to do as he thinks advisable, irrespective 

of their own  personal convictions of duty. Nor are God's chosen laborers to feel that at every step they must wait 

to ask some officer in authority whether they may do this or that. While cooperating heartily with their brethren 

in carrying out general plans that have been laid for the prosecution of the work, they are constantly to look to 

the God of Israel for personal guidance.” TM 491 

Men of courage: “Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, which also waited for the kingdom of God, 

came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.” Mark 15:43 

Men of prayer: “The less of the meekness and lowliness of Christ the human agent has in his spirit and character, 

the more he sees perfection in his own methods and imperfection in the methods of others. Our only safety is to 

watch unto prayer, and to counsel together, believing that God will keep our brethren as well as ourselves, for 

there is no respect of persons with Him. God will work for us when we are faithful students and the doers of His 

words.” TM 191, 192 
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