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Introduction 
The disciples came to Jesus “to show Him the buildings of the temple.” Matthew 24:1. Jesus said to them, “Se ye 

not all these things? Verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be 

thrown down.” Matthew 24:2. The fulfillment of Jesus’ words were soon to take place in 70 AD, when the Romans 

would come and destroy the city and the temple.  

Many in the early church had hoped that Jesus would have already come. In fact, some were teaching that Jesus 

was coming back immediately. But Paul would write, “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming [the Second 

Coming] of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or 

be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day [the Second Coming] of Christ 

is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day [the Second Coming of Christ] shall not come, 

except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin [antichrist, the Roman Catholic Church] be revealed, 

the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so 

that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. Remember ye not, that, when I was 

yet with you, I told you these things? And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 

And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall 

destroy with the brightness of his coming:” 2 Thessalonians 2:1-8. 

Paul knew that Christ would not return until there was a falling away first in the church. This falling away would 

tragically produce the antichrist power, the Roman Catholic Church.  Antichrist would precede the Second Coming 

of Christ. The power that was “withholding” the Roman Church to rule was the pagan Roman empire. When the 

pagan Rome would fall, the Church of Rome would take her place. She would rule for 1,260 years, and then Christ 

would come.  

But another important piece of information was necessary to help the early church to understand that the coming 

of the Lord was not immediate. After Christ would be crucified and resurrected, He would ascend into heaven to 

perform a special work on behalf of God’s people. Jesus would ascend into heaven as our High Priest and perform 

his perfect work in the heavenly sanctuary, of which the earthly sanctuary was but a copy. This priestly work of 

Jesus would follow His sacrifice as the Lamb of God. When His priestly work in heaven is fulfilled, then He would 

come the second time and receive His own.  

The book of Hebrews was written to help us understand the work Jesus is doing for us now. It clearly describes 

the work of Jesus since His ascension. For many Christians, they know that Jesus ascended to the right hand of the 

Father, but they do not know exactly the work that Jesus is performing. The book of Hebrews will described to us 

the all-important work of Jesus in the heavenly sanctuary. As it is written, “Now of the things which we have 

spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in 

the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.” 

Hebrews 8:1, 2   

Prior to the destruction of the earthly temple, God desired to draw the attention of the early believers to the 

heavenly sanctuary. With the early church being predominantly Jewish in origin, it seemed necessary for this 
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inspired book to be written. After all, what might have happened to the early believers if the early temple was 

destroyed with no clear understanding of the heavenly sanctuary above? This inspired book was designed to bring 

great encourage to every believer to know that in the sanctuary above there is a high priest who “ever liveth to 

make intercession for them.” Hebrews 7:25. 

In establishing the work of Jesus as the High Priest of the Christian faith, Paul is inspired to first establish the 

divinity of Jesus in chapter one, and then establish the humanity of Jesus in chapter two. It is the divinity and 

humanity of Jesus that makes Him the one and only mediator between God and man. As Paul wrote, “For there is 

one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5. 

Let us now begin a wonderful journey in understanding the work of our great High Priest, Jesus Christ. 

Hebrews Chapter One 
1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,   

Paul does not begin by introducing himself, but begins with God as the author of the whole of Scripture. Paul tells 

us that God spoke in “time past” throughout the Old Testament, unto our forefathers “by the prophets.”  At 

“sundry times” God revealed His will little by little for more than a thousand years. From the time of Moses to the 

last Old Testament prophet, God keep increasing the light of truth to His people. This light of truth came in “diver 

manners” through prophecies, laws, psalms, proverbs, and true life stories.  

 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom 

also he made the worlds;   

Now in “these last days,” at the time of the Savior’s first advent, God has spoken to us through His Son, Jesus 

Christ. It was through His Son that the Father “made the worlds.”  The Son was not His tool, but the Father’s co-

Creator in creating the entire universe.  

When Jesus left heaven to become a man, He took off His kingly robes to put on human flesh as the Sacrifice for 

the sins of humanity. After Jesus died, He arose and ascended into heaven to resume His rightful place next to the 

Father. And now the Father has “appointed” His Son as “heir of all things.” 

 1:3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by 

the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on 

high;   

Jesus is the “brightness” of the Father’s “glory.” The glory of the Father is His perfect character, and the Son is the 

brilliant outshining of the Father’s character. Jesus, though a distinct personality, is the “express image” of the 

Father’s moral being. Jesus is not a physical copy of the Father outwardly, but He is the perfect reflection of the 

Father’s inmost nature. As Jesus said, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” John 14:9. “I and my Father 

are one.” John 10:30. Jesus came in our flesh and blood to give a true representation of the character of God the 

Father. It has been Satan’s mission to misrepresent the character of God.  
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Jesus, the Son of God, not only was a co-Creator with the Father, but He also upholds “all things by the word of his 

power.” In Colossians 1:17, we learn that through Christ “all things consist.” In other words, Christ not only holds 

things together, but He sustains them with a purpose to carry out the will of His Father.  

Jesus “by himself purged our sins” as He trod the wine press alone.  See Isaiah 63:3. His ability to purge is twofold. 

First, through the power of His blood He is able to forgive us of our sins. Secondly, through the power of His 

resurrection we are able to be purged from all sin. As Christ’s sacrifice paid the penalty for our sins, His ever-

present intercession on our behalf purifies us from sin.  

Therefore, Jesus is presently sitting “on the right hand of the Majesty on high” to make intercession for us. As our 

Advocate in heaven, Jesus pleads His own blood on behalf of every repentant sinner. As our high priest in the 

heavenly sanctuary, He is able to help all who come to Him by faith. See Hebrews 4:14-16; 2:17, 18. 

The fact that Jesus is at the “right hand of the Majesty on high,” is proof of His divinity. In establishing Christ’s 

mediatorial work on behalf of man, Paul first sets out to prove the divinity of Christ. In chapter two, Paul sets out 

to prove the humanity of Christ. It is due to both His divinity and humanity that Christ is the one and only 

Mediator between God and man. He is able to represent God to us, and He is able to represent us to the Father. 

He is the God-man and there is none other. 

 1:4 Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name 

than they.   

While Jesus was one with the Father from eternity, He did become a man.  When He became a man, He permitted 

Himself to be made “a little lower than the angels.” Hebrews 2:9. But the fact that He died to atone for the sins of 

the world proves that He was also God. Only divinity could atone for the sins against divinity. No angel could have 

ever atoned for the sins of even one sinner. Therefore, the Son has a “more excellent name than” the angels. In 

fact, since He is the Son of the Father, He would by nature be higher than the angels. And since He is “heir of all 

things,” His inheritance would place Him well above the angels.  

Paul’s argument is that Jesus is not only more than a man, but that He is much higher than the highest angel. After 

all, He created the angels.  

1:5 For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And 

again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?   

Now some may think that Jesus is a powerful angel. But did God ever say to an angel “Thou art my Son”? 

Absolutely not! The title “Son” is given but to One, and that One is Jesus.  

What does it mean, “Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee?” According to Psalm 2:7 and Acts 13:33, 

Christ was begotten at both His incarnation and resurrection. Jesus was born of the virgin Mary, lived a life that 

showed us the Father, which culminated in His glorious resurrection. 
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As a dutiful Son, Jesus came to protect the name of His Father against Satan’s accusations. The Father loved His 

Son, but He also loved us, and gave us His only begotten Son to die for our sins, that we may enjoy His presence 

for eternity. 

 1:6 And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God 

worship him.  

So much higher is the position of the Son that the angels are to worship Him. It was in God’s plan to save 

humanity that His Son would become a man. Jesus would be the “firstborn” among many brethren. Romans 8:29. 

Though Jesus has always been the Son of God, whether before His incarnation, in human flesh, or since His 

resurrection, Jesus is the “firstbegotten.” Because of Him, we are able to become members of the family of God, 

whereby Jesus is not ashamed to call us “brethren.” Hebrews 2:11.    

 1:7 And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire.   

While the Son is the Savior of man, the angels are ministering spirits to help the human family. Jesus Himself will 

order His angels to gather the saints from around the world at His Second Coming. See Matthew 24:31.  

As “a flame of fire,” angels bring light from heaven above to this darkened world. They are servants in the truest 

sense, who love to serve God without hesitation to bring love and light to our little world.  

 1:8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the 

sceptre of thy kingdom.   

In contrast to the angels, the Father says to the Son, “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a scepter of 

righteousness is the scepter of thy kingdom.” There could be no higher proof of Christ’s deity than to be so 

addressed by the Father.  

Not only is the plan of salvation dependent upon the divinity of Jesus, but also upon His righteousness. If Jesus is 

not fully divine, then He could not be our Redeemer. If Jesus did not live a righteous life then we are without hope 

of a perfect sacrifice for our sins. And if Christ’s own kingdom is not based upon righteousness, there would be no 

point in being saved. Who would want to live forever with a sinful and tyrannical god?  

 1:9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee 

with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.   

Jesus was anointed with the “oil of gladness” or the Holy Spirit more than anyone who had put on human flesh, 

because He loved righteousness as nobody loved righteousness, and He hated iniquity as nobody hated iniquity. 

You might say, we receive the Holy Spirit based upon what we love and hate. If I love what Jesus hates, and I hate 

what Jesus loves, will I receive the Holy Spirit? Obviously not! Our highest goal in life is to be like Jesus. Paul tells 

us that we are to have the mind of Christ. See Philippians 2:5. Christ has left for us “an example,” that we “should 

follow in his steps.” 1 Peter 2:21. And if we abide in Him, we will “walk, even as he walked.” 1 John 2:6. 
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Righteousness is defined by God’s Ten Commandments. Iniquity is the transgression of those Ten 

Commandments. See 1 John 3:4. Therefore, Jesus received the Holy Spirit “above” His “fellows,” because He loved 

everything that was in agreement with His Father’s will as expression in God’s ten moral precepts.   

 1:10 And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works 

of thine hands:   

In verse 8, Jesus was referred to as “God.” In verse 10, He is referred to as “Lord,” who “laid the foundation of the 

earth.” Paul has already made reference to Jesus as the Creator and Sustainer of the universe, and he here again 

reaffirms that fact. Often times in our Christian experience, we are to reaffirm our faith in all the ways of the Lord, 

lest we forget. And what could be more important than to reaffirm our faith that Jesus is fully divine, the Creator 

of both heaven and earth, and that His kingdom is based upon righteousness.  

 1:11 They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment;   

Yet, all that God has made in the heavens and the earth will go through a radical change. For God will create a 

new heaven and a new earth. See Revelation 21:1. But God remains the same forever, for He is already ultimate 

perfection. For Jesus Christ is “the same yesterday, and today, and forever.” Hebrews 13:8. 

 1:12 And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy 

years shall not fail.   

Over time our clothes wear and must be thrown away. But God is not only loving, caring, and just. He is 

changeless and immutable. This gives stability to the entire universe. Not only are God’s ways everlasting, but He 

is everlasting.  

 1:13 But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 

footstool?   

The Father never said to any of the angels “sit on my right hand.” As we saw earlier, He never said to an angel, 

“Thou art my Son.” To the Son alone does the Father share His throne, whereby all others bow in submission.  

 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?   

While the Son is higher than all the angels, these “ministering spirits” play a very important role in the salvation of 

man. While they cannot atone for the sins of the world, they do go to and fro from heaven to earth to help the 

human race.  
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