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Hebrews Chapter Two Supplemental – B 
 

The Nature of Adam and the Nature of Christ 
 

Before Adam sinned it was natural for him to do what is right. When he sinned something happened to him. He 

now had a bent toward evil. It was no longer natural for him to do what was right, but to do that which is 

selfish/self-centered/sinful. In fact, when Adam sinned, he now lost the ability not to sin.  

 

Adam and Eve had sinned before they had children. So what would become of their children? Would they inherit 

the innocent nature that Adam and Eve had before they sinned? No. That would not be possible, for they could 

not pass on to their children a nature they no longer possessed. They could not pass on an innocent nature. They 

could only now pass on a self-centered nature/fallen nature. 

 

We have inherited the fallen nature of Adam which is why we struggle with self-centeredness. Selfishness seems 

to be at the root of our lives, prompting us to do what we should not do.  

 

When a baby is born he is not a sinner by birth. However, every baby is born with a fallen nature. With this 

inherited fallen nature we inherit negative tendencies—all the leanings to sin. And all have sinned (Romans 3:23) 

because we have all given into the those sinful tendencies to sin—that exhibit self-centeredness. 

 

“It is inevitable that children should suffer from the consequences of parental wrongdoing, but they are not 

punished for the parents’ guilt, except as they participate in their sins….By inheritance and example the sons 

become partakers of the father’s sin. Wrong tendencies, perverted appetites, and debased morals, as well as 

physical disease and degeneracy, are transmitted as a legacy from father to son, to the third and fourth 

generation.” PP 306 

 

We inherit sinful tendencies, but we do not inherit guilt. I am not guilty for my parents’ sins. But I do experience 

guilt when I sin. Guilt is not something we are born with, rather it is the result of rebelling and sinning.  

 

What is transmitted from father to son? Wrong tendencies, perverted appetites, even debased morals, physical 

disease and degeneracy are transmitted. 

 

But the children “are not punished for the parents’ guilt, except as they participate in their sins.” 
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Are we sinners because we have these wrong tendencies to sin? 

“The sin of evilspeaking begins with the cherishing of evil thoughts….An impure thought tolerated, an unholy 

desire cherished, and the soul is contaminated, its integrity compromised.” 5T 177 

 

It is toleration of the impure thought, it is the cherishing of the unholy desire that constitutes sin and 

contamination. 

 

Sin is not the thought or desire itself. There is no sin in that desire if that desire if instantly repulsed by the power 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 

“No man can be forced to transgress. His own consent must first be gained; the soul must purpose the sinful act 

before passion can dominate over reason or iniquity triumph over conscience. Temptation, however strong, is 

never an excuse for sin.” 5T 177 

 

The inclinations of the natural heart become sin when they are cherished.  

 

“There are thoughts and feelings suggested and aroused by Satan that annoy even the best of men; but if they are 

not cherished, if they are repulsed as hateful, the soul is not contaminated with guilt, and no other is defiled by 

their influence.” RH, March 27, 1888. 

 

This means we are sinners by choice, and we make choices based upon the light we have received. 

 

“If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloak for their sin… 15:24 If 

I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both 

seen and hated both me and my Father.” John 15:22, 24 

 

Because of what the people knew about Jesus and what they had witnessed, they were now responsible for the 

way they would relate to Him. 

 

“Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin 

remaineth.” John 9:41 

 

If you really did not know, you are not guilty. Sin and guilt are tied closely to knowledge, understanding, and light. 

 

“Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” James 4:17 

 

“Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” James 

1:15 
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When lust [or that sinful desire] surfaces we must deny self of that sin by the power of God. But if we yield to that 

desire it becomes sin and sin causes death.  

 

“Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it 

shall die.  18:20 The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the 

father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of 

the wicked shall be upon him.” Ezekiel 18:4, 20 

 

The soul that sins shall die. 

 

“Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been 

done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 11:22 But I say unto you, It 

shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. 11:23 And thou, Capernaum, 

which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in 

thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 11:24 But I say unto you, That it shall be 

more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee.” Matthew 11:21-24    

 

Capernaum did not perform as gross of sins as Sodom, but they had more light. 

 

“We shall not be held accountable for the light that has not reached our perception, but for that which we have 

resisted and refused. A man could not apprehend the truth which had never been presented to him, and 

therefore could not be condemned for light he had never had.” 5 SDABC 1145 

 

The Nature of Jesus 

“But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of 

men:” Philippians 2:7 

In the likeness of which men? 

It would have to be men in their fallen condition, after all, in the Garden of Eden there was only one man and one 

woman, there were not men (plural). There were men after the fall of Adam and Eve. So Jesus was made in the 

likeness of men after the fall of Adam and Eve. This is made even clearer in Romans 8:3, 4. 

 

“For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:  8:4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, 

who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans 8:3, 4 
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Jesus did not come in the UNLIKENESS of sinful flesh, but in the LIKENESS of sinful flesh. 

 

“It would have been an almost infinite humiliation for the Son of God to take man's nature, even when Adam 

stood in his innocence in Eden. But Jesus accepted humanity when the race had been weakened by four thousand 

years of sin. Like every child of Adam He accepted the results of the working of the great law of heredity. What 

these results were is shown in the history of His earthly ancestors. He came with such a heredity to share our 

sorrows and temptations, and to give us the example of a sinless life.” DA 49 

 

Jesus accepted humanity after it had already been weakened by 4000 years of sin.  

How did He accept that humanity? 

“Like every child of Adam He accepted the results of the working of the great law of heredity.” 

What are the results of the law of heredity? 

“Both parents transmit their own characteristics, mental and physical, their dispositions and appetites, to their 

children.” PP 561 

 

“Wrong tendencies, perverted appetites, and debased morals, as well as physical disease and degeneracy, are 

transmitted as a legacy from father to son.” PP 306 

 

“There are those who have inherited peculiar tempers and dispositions.” 9T 222 

 

If we inherit fallen characteristics and tendencies and traits of character from our parents, and if Jesus accepted 

the great law of heredity, then Jesus would have received from Mary the fallen nature of man. 

Did Jesus take on only the physical results of the fall, such as, hunger, 

weakness, thirst, and mortality? 

“For four thousand years the race had been decreasing in physical strength, in mental power, and in moral worth; 

and Christ took upon Him the infirmities of degenerate humanity.” DA 117 

 

Even though Jesus took upon Himself the fallen nature of man after 4000 years of sin, He sinned not! 

 

“Though He had all the strength of passion of humanity, never did He yield to temptation to do one single act 

which was not pure and elevating and ennobling.” In Heavenly Places, 155 

 

“He knows by experience what are the weaknesses of humanity, what are our wants, and where lies the strength 

of our temptation; for He was ‘in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.’” MH 71 
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Jesus had no evil propensities 

“Be careful, exceedingly careful as to how you dwell upon the human nature of Christ. Do not set Him before the 

people as a man with the propensities of sin. He is the second Adam. The first Adam was created a pure, sinless 

being, without a taint of sin upon him; he was in the image of God. He could fall, and he did fall through 

transgressing. Because of sin his posterity was born with inherent propensities of disobedience. But Jesus Christ 

was the only begotten Son of God. He took upon Himself human nature, and was tempted in all points as human 

nature is tempted. He could have sinned; He could have fallen, but not for one moment was there in Him an evil 

propensity….Never, in any way, leave the slightest impression upon human minds that a taint of, or inclination to, 

corruption rested upon Christ, or that He in any way yielded to corruption. He was tempted in all points like as 

man is tempted, yet He is called ‘that holy thing.’ It is a mystery that is left unexplained to mortals that Christ 

could be tempted in all points like as we are, and yet be without sin. The incarnation of Christ has ever been, and 

will ever remain a mystery. That which is revealed, is for us and for our children, but let every human being be 

warned from the ground of making Christ altogether human, such an one as ourselves; for it cannot be.” 5 SDABC 

1128, 1129  

 

“He is a brother in our infirmities, but not in possessing like passions. As the sinless One, His nature recoiled from 

evil. He endured struggles and tortures of soul in a world of sin.” 2T 202 

What is meant by “an evil propensity”? 

“We need not retain one sinful propensity.” 7 SDABC 943 

 

We have sinned, but Christ has not sinned. We sinned by giving into some sinful tendency. In so doing we created 

an evil habit center in our brain. This is what we would call a propensity to sin from having sinned. By committing 

that same sin over and over, that sinful habit center grew stronger and stronger, and we became a slave to that 

sinful propensity. 

 

Let’s say that I was born with the inherited tendency to drink alcohol. When I am first tempted to drink alcohol I 

have a choice. The first temptation to drink alcohol is not an evil propensity. If I give into that temptation I have 

now created an active habit center in my brain to drink alcohol. I will now be tempted from within and without. 

But thanks be to God that “we need not retain one sinful propensity.” 

 

Jesus never gave into any temptation and therefore never developed an evil propensity. So an evil propensity 

refers to a cultivated tendency to sin.  

Why do we develop these evil propensities while Jesus did not? 

Jesus was born of the Holy Spirit and always walked in the Spirit. Never did He ever choose to give into the flesh.  

 

http://www.metromenspm.com/


 

Hebrews Commentary: Verse by Verse – Chapter 2B

 
 

Metro New York World Ministry – http://www.metromenspm.com/ Page 6 

What happens to us when we are empowered by the Holy Spirit? 

“The Savior took upon Himself the infirmities of humanity and lived a sinless life, that men might have no fear that 

because of the weakness of human nature they could not overcome. Christ came to make us ‘partakers of the 

divine nature,’ and His life declares that humanity, combined with divinity, does not commit sin.” MH 180 

 

“Christ came to this earth and lived a life of perfect obedience, that men and women, through His grace, might 

also live lives of perfect obedience. This is necessary to their salvation.” RH, March 15, 1906 

 

“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” Matthew 5:48 

What does it mean that we can be perfect? 

Biblical perfection is victory over sin. This happens when we perfectly surrender our will to God. Then the perfect 

work of the Holy Spirit transforms us into the image of God’s dear Son. 

 

Biblical perfection is not legalism; it is not trying to make ourselves good enough to earn salvation. 

 

Biblical perfection is not a plateau. Rather Biblical perfection is continuous growth.  

 

Biblical perfection is not freedom from temptation. Rather Biblical perfection is refusing to yield to temptation. 

 

Biblical perfection is not independence from God, but dependence upon God. 

 

Biblical perfection is teachableness; it is a hungering to be led of the Spirit.  

Born with a sinful nature, but not born as sinners. 

The fact that we can follow in the footsteps of Jesus means that our nature can change. Now some teach that we 

are born sinners and will therefore continue to live in sin. But the Bible teaches us to overcome sin by the power 

of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, it must be true that we were born with a fallen nature that is inclined to sin. Without 

the aid of the Holy Spirit, a person with a fallen nature will commit sin. When he commits sin then he becomes a 

sinner. 

 

This must be true because we know that Jesus was never a sinner. Therefore He must not have been born a sinner 

by taking upon Himself our sinful flesh. Rather, He took upon Himself our nature after 4000 years of sin and chose 

not to sin. This makes sin a matter of choice, not birth. Therefore Jesus could be made in the likeness of our sinful 

flesh and still live a sinless life, because sin is a choice. 
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Jesus emptied Himself 

“Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  2:7 But made himself of no 

reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:” Philippians 2:6, 7  

 

Jesus was equal with His Father in divinity. He did not need to grasp for equality with God because He was God. 

 

He made Himself of “no reputation,” which means that He emptied Himself. 

What did He empty Himself of to become a man? 

He laid aside His omnipotence. Jesus said, “I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment 

is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” John 5:30 

 

Jesus did not use His own power to help Himself.  

 

He laid aside His omniscient. “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.” Luke 

2:52.  

 

He grew in wisdom, meaning that He needed to learn and be taught.  

 

“He gained knowledge as we may do….He who had made all things studied the lessons which His own hand had 

written in earth and sea and sky.” DA 70 

 

“Before He came to earth, the plan lay out before Him, perfect in all its details. But as He walked among men, He 

was guided, step by step, by the Father’s will.” DA 147 

 

“Christ in His life on earth made no plans for Himself. He accepted God’s plans for Him, and day by day the Father 

unfolded His plans.” MH 479 

 

He laid aside His glory. 

 

“For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor 

comeliness; and when we shall see him, [there is] no beauty that we should desire him.” Isaiah 53:2 

 

Jesus allowed His deity to rest inactive as He lived among us as a man. However, Jesus did not cease to be God 

when He became a man, rather He laid those divine attributes aside and did not use them for His own benefit.  
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