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Hebrews Chapter Three 
 

3:1 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 

profession, Christ Jesus;  

My dear brethren, my “holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling,” in view of the exalted position of the 

Son, consider now Christ Jesus, as the “Apostle and High Priest of our profession.”  

Paul is speaking plainly to those who are familiar with the sanctuary service. They have come to accept Jesus as 

the Christ, the Messiah of which the entire Hebrew economy pointed to. Now that you have accepted Him as the 

Son of God and the Son of man, consider His role for us in the heavenly sanctuary above. He is the “Apostle” or 

“Messenger” of a better covenant, with better sacrifices. He is the “High Priest of our profession,” and there is 

none other.  

 3:2 Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house.   

Jesus faithfully carried out His Father’s will. He was faithful in becoming a man. He was faithful in enduring life’s 

trials and in overcoming every temptation. He was faithful in the garden of Gethsemane. He was faithful on 

Calvary’s cross. He was faithful to the entire plan to save man. 

Moses was also faithful in all that the Lord asked him to do.  He sojourned in the wilderness for forty years. He led 

the people of Israel out of Egypt, and led them to the Promised Land. But as the Son is greater than the angels, He 

is also greater than Moses.  

 3:3 For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the 

house hath more honour than the house.   

Jesus is more worthy than Moses as the builder of the house is greater than the house.  

 3:4 For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God.   

The church is the house of God and Moses is part of that house. Moses played a significant role in the household 

of God. But Moses is not the Builder of the house or the church. Jesus is the head of the church. As the builder of 

this church, Jesus is God, for “he that built all things is God.” This is another way Paul proves that Jesus is fully 

divine. 

 3:5 And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were 

to be spoken after;   

Moses was faithful in his house as a servant. He was faithful to his family and to the nation of Israel. But Someone 

would come that is greater than Moses. Moses said, “The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the 
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midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken.” Deuteronomy 18:15. In other words, a 

Prophet would come amongst the Hebrew nation that the people shall listen to above Moses.  

Who should they be looking for? They should be looking for Someone who would be even more faithful to the 

commands of God than Moses. In no way does this depreciate the service of Moses. Rather, it exalts the service of 

Him who is coming. The One who is coming will be perfectly faithful in all that God has said, for He who is coming 

is the Son of God. He who is coming is the Builder of the house. 

 3:6 But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the 

rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.   

As a “son” is greater than the “servant,” so Christ is greater than Moses. Moses was faithful in his house as a 

servant, but Christ is faithful to his house as the Son of the Father. As believers in Christ, we are His house. As 

such, we should hold our confidence in Him as He was faithful in all things. Why should we doubt or be dismayed? 

Why should we be downcast or gloomy? We should not, for He is faithful and our confidence is in Him. Because 

He is perfectly faithful unto the end, we shall rejoice in hope unto the end.  

Indeed, we should rejoice for we are not slaves but sons. “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 

sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 

adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” Romans 8:14, 15. “Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; 

and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.” Galatians 4:7. He is faithful who has called us to glory. He is 

faithful to His own children, and we are His sons and daughters. This gives us confidence and hope to always 

approach Him with reverence and trust. 

 3:7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice,  

The Holy Spirit works upon the heart of all men to respond to the mercies of God. But tragically men procrastinate 

and wait for a more convenient time. But “today” we should learn all that the Holy Spirit desires to teach us. Only 

in this way can it be said that we have found the “rest” that God has promised.  

The phrase “if ye will hear His voice,” teaches us that we are all free moral agents. “If” any man hears the voice of 

the Spirit and responds with confidence, then his heart will be changed and softened. But “if” he chooses to 

ignore the moving of the Spirit, his heart will be hardened.  

 3:8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness:   

Israel of old hardened its heart in the wilderness and a whole generation never entered into the rest of Canaan, 

except Joshua and Caleb. There were many tests for the Israelites to learn trust in the Lord, but their common 

course of action was failure. The “day of temptation” was the test at Kadesh-barnea, where the Israelites rebelled 

again. See Numbers 14:1-35. Again, as a result, they did not enter the land of Canaan.  
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 3:9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years.   

The Israelites witnessed the wonderful power and protection of God for forty years, yet they would always test 

God’s patience. God is absolute patience, therefore, the Israelites were manifesting their own unfaithful, distrust, 

and evil nature. God will always exhibit perfect patience, but He cannot reward the wicked who refuse to repent.  

While we should take courage that God was so patient with Israel those forty years, we should never despise the 

mercies of God and continue in sin. 

 3:10 Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have 

not known my ways.   

God provided manna from heaven to feed them for forty years. Their shoes and garments miraculously never 

became worn. Yet they did always err because their hearts were unconverted. God was grieved in the sense that 

He they had come to the time of their probation. It was evident that they would not choose to change.  

What kept them in this rebellious mode? It is easy to say it was because they were unconverted, which is true. 

Where did they truly err? Did they take the daily blessings of God as if God owed them something? Did they come 

to believe that God was supposed to bless them even if they remained rebellious? Can we come to the same 

conclusions? Do we act as if God should bless us even in our rebellion against His will? Do we complain about 

facing the consequences of our own choosing?  

 3:11 So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.)   

God desired that all of Israel would enter the land of Canaan and into the spiritual rest that would make them 

witnesses of His grace to the whole world. But the generation that was delivered from Egypt bondage rebelled 

throughout their wilderness journey. Therefore they neither entered the rest of physically entering the Promised 

Land, nor spiritually entering into the rest of the Lord from the power of sin. They could have had both, but 

received neither.  

 3:12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 

God.  

The opening phrase, “Take heed, brethren,” means “do not make the same mistake as ancient Israel.” We can see 

that ancient Israel did not enter the Promised Land because of an “evil heart of unbelief.” If something did not go 

the way that they wanted, then they complained. This behavior is in contrast to the faithfulness exhibited by 

Moses and Jesus. Therefore, Paul warns the believers of his day not to manifest that same kind of unbelief as the 

Hebrews. This warning is for us as well. We are to trust in the Lord no matter our circumstances. Rather than 

complain, give thanks. Rather than murmur, sing a hymn or spiritual song.  
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 3:13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the 

deceitfulness of sin.   

Encourage one another while there is time. Otherwise, our lack of concern for one another has a way of 

hardening our own hearts; we open the door to the deceitfulness of sin. When sin begins to look attractive we 

have been deceived. If we had the spirit of Christ we would hate sin and recoil from it. But when sin seems 

attractive and desirable, then we know that some sinful tendency is still rooted within our hearts.  

 3:14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;   

We are to be “partakers” or sharers in the life of Christ now. We are not to wait for some future time to be 

changed. We may now experience walking with God. In fact, we must. The same faith and love that we had at the 

beginning we are to hold steadfast unto the end. “The beginning of our confidence” in Him is not to wane, but to 

ever increase. But many in the early church thought that Christ would have come by now and their faith, love, and 

zeal for Christ began to diminish. Even today, some thought Christ would have come by now. Instead of holding 

onto the confidence they had at the beginning, they begin to set their roots more firmly in this old world. They do 

not pray as much. They have lost much of the zeal to share the truth that at first had inspired them to much study, 

prayer, and witnessing. It is true that the Second Coming of Christ has been delayed, but let us not lose our fervor 

for the Lord and the message He has given to us to herald throughout the world. 

 3:15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation.   

This is a repetition of verse 8, and we would do well to heed its warning. By praying and studying less we begin to 

harden our hearts. Satan finds ways to cancel Bible studies knowing that it can cause people to lose interest. We 

can keep the heart softened by doing the right things on a consistent basis. But if we begin to murmur we are 

more likely to murmur more. We are to feed righteousness and starve iniquity.  

 3:16 For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses.   

The vast majority of those who came out of Egypt had hardened their hearts. However, there were some who did 

not. We know that Caleb and Joshua remained faithful, but there were others, such as, Eleazar, the priest, and 

Phinehas, his son. See Joshua 17:4; 22:13, 31, 32; Numbers 25:7. 

 3:17 But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in 

the wilderness?   

While Caleb and Joshua were consistently faithful, the majority of Israel was consistently disobedient. While they 

desired deeply to enter into the land of Canaan, they would not enter into His spiritual rest.  Hence, they were 

unfit to fulfill the role God had for them in the land of Palestine. They “grieved” God for forty years by their 

refusal to be taught—by their failure to learn trust and faith in God. So they died in the wilderness never having 

received the promise. 
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 3:18 And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not?  

 Those who “believed not” were those who continued in sin and rebellion. It takes faith in God and God alone to 

be an overcomer. As God alone delivered them from the Egyptian army, so God alone can give us the power to 

overcome the greater enemy of our sinful natures. Israel could do nothing to save themselves from the chariots of 

Egypt; in the same way we cannot change ourselves from a sinner to a saint. This is the work of divine power. God 

would perform one miracle after another to show them His power and how much He cared. But Israel believed 

not and kept on sinning.  

 3:19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.  

Had they entered into God’s rest and trusted in Him, they could have entered into the Promised Land. However, 

because of their unbelief they could not be entrusted with the commission to take the land in Canaan.  

The next generation with Caleb and Joshua did enter in physically, but throughout their generations they still 

failed to enter into God’s rest spiritually. 
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