
 

METRO NEW YORK WORLD MINISTRY 
LESSON on THE SANCTUARY 
Lesson One by Pastor Jeff Wehr 

 

Metro New York World Ministry – http://www.metromenspm.com/ Page 1 

The Sanctuary Lesson One – Introduction  
 “There are many precious truths contained in the Word of God, but it is ‘present truth’ that the flock needs now. I 

have seen the danger of the messengers running off from the important points of present truth, to dwell upon 

subjects that are not calculated to unite the flock and sanctify the soul. Satan will here take every possible 

advantage to injure the cause. But such subjects as the sanctuary, in connection with the 2300 days, the 

commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, are perfectly calculated to explain the past Advent movement and 

show what our present position is, establish the faith of the doubting, and give certainty to the glorious future. 

These, I have frequently seen, were the principal subjects on which the messengers should dwell.” Early Writings, 

Ellen G. White, 63. 

Reference to the heavenly Sanctuary in the book of Hebrews 
“Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right 

hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; 8:2 A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, 

which the Lord pitched, and not man.” Hebrews 8:1, 2 

Where do we find the “sanctuary” first mentioned in Scripture?  

Exodus 15:17: “Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the place, O 

LORD, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established. 

There is no mention of a sanctuary for the first 2,500 years of Earth’s history. There are sacrifices and altars, but 

no sanctuary until the time of Moses. Before the children of Israel were to reach the Promised Land, they were to 

build a sanctuary that would go with them throughout their wilderness journey. 

What does the word “sanctuary” mean?  

In Exodus 25:8, it reads, “And let them make me a sanctuary [“miqdash”]; that I may dwell among them [or in 

them].” 

The word for “sanctuary” is “miqdash.” The Hebrew root word for “miqdash” is “qadesh”, which means to set 

apart, to be separated for a holy or sacred purpose. This same word is used in association with God and is 

translated as the word “holy.”  

“For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy [“qadosh”]; for I am holy: 

neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. For I am the 

LORD that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.” 

Leviticus 11:44, 45 
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God is holy, His sanctuary is holy, and we are to be holy. The holy sanctuary service is to teach us how to be holy. 

The sanctuary which is set apart for a holy purpose is to teach us how to be set apart for a holy purpose.  

We become holy as our Holy God dwells with us. The sanctuary will teach us how God can and will dwell with in 

us. This point is emphasized in the following verse, “And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among 

them.” Exodus 25:8. The verse would be more correctly translated, “And let them make me a sanctuary that I 

might dwell within them.” As Paul wrote, “And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the 

temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people.” 2 Corinthians 6:16 

The purpose of the sanctuary and its services is to teach us how to have close fellowship with God. I mean, close 

intimate fellowship with God that transforms us into saints, or holy ones. 

Other texts 

“Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your 

God am holy.” Leviticus 19:2 

“As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: But as he which 

hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am 

holy.” 1 Peter 1:14-16 

At the time of Creation, what did God set apart for a holy purpose?   

“And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified [“qadash”] it: because that in it he had rested from all his work 

which God created and made.” Genesis 2:3 

The Seventh-day Sabbath was made before sin. God had set it apart from every other day of the  week for a holy 

purpose.  

The Sabbath is a sign of God’s sanctifying power. “Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between 

me and them, that they might know that I am the LORD that sanctify [“qadash”] them….And hallow my sabbaths; 

and they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye may know that I am the LORD your God.” Ezekiel 20:12, 20 

The Sabbath is a blessed time of coming together to exalt His sanctifying influence throughout the week. We 

come to worship Him who has re-created us into the beautiful image of His Son. By keeping the Sabbath, we are 

declaring that we choose to be separate from the world, and fully united to Christ. 
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What two great institutions or truths were the Israelites to guard sacredly? 

“Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD.” Leviticus 19:30. See also Leviticus 26:2. 

They were to sacredly guard the Sabbath and the sanctuary services. The first pointed to God as our Creator, and 

the latter pointed to God as our Redeemer.  
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