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Words of Wisdom: Proverbs 20-22 

Proverbs 20:1 Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.   

Have you heard anyone say, “One more drink will not hurt”? Of course, this could apply to any addictive 

substances.  

The word “disciple” means learner. We are to be disciplined in the school of Christ that we may learn to live a holy 

and healthy life.  

Question: What is the problem with the attitude that it is okay to continue moderately in partaking of health-

destroying substances? 

20:3 It is an honour for a man to cease from strife: but every fool will be meddling.   

There are different lessons that can be drawn from this verse. One is that we should enjoy our walk with God and 

not allow the comments of others to destroy it. If you are always guarding yourself from every slur, then you will 

find yourself in strife with others. Remember life is a gift, not a burden. 

Question: What should you do when individuals begin to destroy our peace? 

20:4 The sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold; therefore shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing. 

Excuses and laziness in spiritual things will leave us in spiritual poverty. We should have a plan to grow in Christ 

every day and stick with that plan no matter how we feel. Without an aim to become like Jesus, we can become 

very lazy in spiritual things. 

Question: What are some of the things that cause laziness in spiritual things? What can we do to overcome this 

laziness? 

20:5 Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water; but a man of understanding will draw it out. 

I have noticed recently that many of our Sabbath School teachers seem to teach by questioning the truths of 

God’s Word. This is how the Greeks acquired knowledge. But we should not waste precious Sabbath School time 

in questioning truth, rather we should be finding ways of confirming it. A man of understanding does not question 

truth, rather he draws it out.  

Question: What is the danger of Sabbath School teachers using the approach of questioning the truth rather than 

confirming it?   
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20:6 Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find?   

When you consider that none are righteous, not even one, it seems odd that men would go around and proclaim 

their own goodness, but this is exactly what happens. Our fallen natures place self as the center of the universe. 

But a man who is true to self and recognizes his need of a Savior is in the minority.  

Question: Why do men focus on their own goodness? 

20:7 The just man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed after him.   

The man who has been justified and sanctified will walk in his integrity. In other words, he will live a consistent 

Christlike life. Such a life is a blessing to his children who are blessed by a consistent life in agreement with God’s 

commands.  

When parents are not consistent it causes confusion and disruptions in the home.  

Question: What are some of the main virtues in the Christian life? 

20:9 Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin?   

The Ethiopian cannot change the color of his skin, nor the leopard his spots. We who are born with a fallen nature 

cannot make ourselves sinless. We need divine help. The more helpless we see ourselves the more we will 

exercise faith in God’s saving grace. But if we see ourselves as reasonably good, then we will not appreciate the 

help that heaven can and will bestow. We remain unclean by saying we can make ourselves clean. 

Question: Do Laodiceans see themselves as clean, or at least clean enough? 

20:12 The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD hath made even both of them.   

The fact that we have the gift of hearing should draw us to God. That God has filled the air with the songs of bird 

and the wind rustling through the trees should draw us to Him. The fact that we have the gift of sight should lead 

us to praise God. He created the blue sky, the lovely flowers and so much more for us to enjoy. So how is that 

men hear and eye and still say there is no God? 

Question: If we fall to enjoy the things that God has made, could we take for granted the eyes and ears that He 

has blessed us with? 
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20:17 Bread of deceit is sweet to a man; but afterwards his mouth shall be filled with gravel.   

When you live a lie, it has a way of controlling your life, and it leads you to more lies. We have all heard the 

phrase “a web of lies.” As we spin one falsehood after another we soon get caught in our own web of lies.  

I have never had my mouth filled with gravel, but I could imagine it is quite unpleasant. Therefore a life of lies will 

become unpleasant. It might seem sweet at the beginning, but it will end in bitterness. Truth would be a far better 

companion to go through life with. 

Question: Some men would feel guilty for telling a lie, so why would some men find it sweet? 

20:27 The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly.   

If you enter a deep dark cave without any light, you will miss the beauty of the rock formations and the crystals 

that hang from its ceiling. But with a candle it all comes alive and you see its brilliance.  

The work of the Holy Spirit is to help us see our true condition. Without the Spirit we are in darkness as to our 

true condition.  

Question: How can we cooperate with the Holy Spirit to see even our inward parts, the motive behind every act 

and word?  

21:2 Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts.   

The motive behind the act is as important as the act itself. Why did we go to church? Was it to impress men or to 

worship God? Why did we help that person? Was it to be seen of men or did we do it because the love of Christ 

constrained us? 

Question: How would we know if our actions, which seem “right in in our own eyes,” are done with pure motives? 

21:3 To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.  

It is important to believe in justice, but we are “to do justice and judgment.” We can give our gifts at the altar, but 

what about dedicating time and talent to the work of God in helping suffering humanity.  

Question: We know that we are to give a tenth of all our increase, but how much time should you devout to 

personal ministry? 
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21:13 Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard.   

When we pass by someone who is poor, would it make a difference if we saw that man as Jesus? Would we be 

more likely to help? We have been called to love one another as Christ has loved us. So if we turn away from the 

poor have we not also turned away from Jesus who died for them? 

Question: How can I have a heart for service? How can my hardened heart become softened? 

21:22 A wise man scaleth the city of the mighty, and casteth down the strength of the confidence thereof. 

Where are the great armies of Alexander and Rome? Both Greece and Italy have but teetering economies today. 

Not one of them  is on the radar of great military prowess. Yet we find God’s people spread throughout the world. 

Churches are being raised up. Precious souls continue to come to Christ and proclaim salvation in His name.  

Tragically men still put their confidence in the material world and physical might. All of which is nothing in 

comparison to the wisdom of God and the power of love. 

Question: How can I be freed from placing confidence in man and the material world? How do I learn to place my 

confidence in God? 

21:30 There is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel against the LORD.   

Lucifer really thought he had a plan to overthrow the wisdom and government of God. But now look where his 

opposition brought him. When men think that they are wiser than God they become self-centered. They begin the 

downward path of disregarding God’s commands and blueprint. They actually begin to worship themselves. They 

make idols of their own opinions. But there is no room in heaven for men who still harbor rebellion against the 

wisdom of God.  

Question: How can I be sure that I am not standing on my own understanding instead of God’s Word? 

22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.   

When it comes to a life work, as parents we are to prayerfully consider the talents and dispositions of our 

children. They are not necessarily going to do the same life work that we are doing. God has a plan for them in His 

vineyard. We are clearly to train them in the ways of righteousness and to provide opportunities to serve and 

develop their talents. As we dedicated them to God, and as they follow the Lord, they will find their place in the 

body of Christ. 

Question: What things can we do as parents to help our children find their passion for ministry? 

  

http://www.metromenspm.com/


 

 
 

Metro New York World Ministry – http://www.metromenspm.com/ Page 5 

22:8 He that soweth iniquity shall reap vanity: and the rod of his anger shall fail.   

In this context, vanity seems to follow the definition of worthlessness. Certainly if our life is one of “sowing 

iniquity” we greatly devalue the good we could have done. Sometimes our vanity turns into a “rod of anger” 

whereby we lift ourselves up at the expense of others. This too shall fail.  

Question: How can we be sure that we are not falling into the trap of vanity? 

22:15 Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.   

“Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child” because they got those tendencies from us, the parents. We too, 

receive inherited traits from those before us. With that in mind, imagine the challenge it is to be a parent in this 

fallen world. What can we do? We have to teach and discipline our children. If we do not, all those inherited 

tendencies to evil will gain the upper hand and destroy the character of our children. We must be willing, as 

parents, to fight for our children to overcome the tendencies to evil that we ourselves passed on to them. 

Question: How do you make sure that your corrections are done in love? 
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