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Hebrews Chapter Eleven 

11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  

True faith is not blind faith, it is the “substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” What are the 

“things hoped for”? This would be eternal life and the inheritance of the saints. 

What are some “substances”? If we indeed believe in the Word of God, there is the substance God’s Word. 

Contain therein is the history of God’s people and the life and teachings of Christ. God’s Word speaks of creation. 

We see in the beauties of creation a wonderful Designer. We see in the prophecies One who knows the end from 

the beginning. We see in the history of ancient Israel a God that can part the Red Sea, rained manna from heaven, 

and perform many of wonderful acts of Divine power. We see in Jesus the loving character of the Father. We see 

in the Ten Commandments the transcript of God’s moral character. We see in God’s Word wisdom, direction, and 

power. We have in our own life been led of the Spirit and have experienced the sanctifying influence of Christ’s 

life. We have much substance to substantiate our faith in God. We have much to base our faith in all that He has 

promised. 

11:2 For by it the elders obtained a good report.   

“For by it,” by faith, the elders or the ancient, the men of old, “obtained a good report.” These men of old 

obtained a good report because their faith led to a life of faith. Their lives demonstrated that they had a living 

faith. 

11:3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are 

seen were not made of things which do appear.  

By faith we believe in Creation. We were not there when God created the world, yet we believe that God called 

forth the things that we see from nothing. God has created everything, namely, space, time, the material world, 

the creatures that roam the earth, and man, whom He created in His own image. 

11:4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that 

he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.   

Abel believed in the Messiah to come. He believed that he needed a Savior. Therefore, he offered exactly what 

God had prescribed. God acceptable Abel’s sacrifice of blood; his sacrifice stands even today as a witness as one 

who lived by faith. Cain on the other hand, made an offering that resembled that of salvation by works. His 

offering was without blood and was not accepted. 
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11:5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had 

translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.   

Enoch was the seventh generation from Adam and was translated only a few years after Adam had died. Imagine 

the impact of Adam’s death on the human family. But man had hope when God translate Enoch and took him to 

heaven. In these two lives we find that the wages of sin is death, yet in Enoch we find the promise of eternal life.  

11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and 

that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.   

Without faith in God it would be impossible to please Him. After all, without faith in God a man would not search 

after God or the things of God. The first step of faith is to believe that God indeed exists. But beyond that, we 

must also believe that “He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” It is one thing to believe in God’s 

existence, it is another thing to believe that He is all-loving, all-wise, and all-powerful.  

We need to “diligently seek Him,” not because He is hiding, but because we desire to know Him. Because He has 

given us life and the promise of eternal life through His Son, we desire to be like Him. 

11:7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the 

saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by 

faith.   

Noah showed that he had a living faith in God which was demonstrated by the building of the ark. He believed in 

God and he believed what God had said. He was moved by God’s Word into action and prepared an ark for 

himself and his family. It was this living faith that acted upon God’s Word that he “became heir of the 

righteousness which is by faith.” The unbelieving world scoffed at the warning of the Flood and they were 

destroyed. 

11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an 

inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.   

God told Abraham to leave the land of Ur to a place that he would show him. Before Abraham knew where he 

would eventually settle, by faith he obeyed God’s Word, “not knowing whither he went.” 

11:9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac 

and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:   

By faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, but it never seemed like home. He never went back to his 

home in Haran or Ur, but remained in Canaan. It was a “strange country” to him, and it made him hunger all the 

more so for the heavenly Canaan. God allowed Abraham to go through this experience to wean him from the 

things of this world.  
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11:10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.   

Abraham understood that this old world is not the inheritance of the saints, but an Earth made new.   

11:11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when 

she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.   

Sarah was ninety years old when she gave birth to Isaac. She was well pasted the age of giving birth to a son, but 

she believed that God was able. Not only did she believe that God is able, but because God had promised. So faith 

is to believe that God is able to perform all that He has promised. 

11:12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in 

multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.   

Abraham was a hundred years old when Isaac was born. Like Sarah, Abraham was beyond the years to produce a 

son. At times they both lacked faith, but in the end they grasped what God had promised and believed. 

11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were 

persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  

These all, from Enoch to Abaham, knew that the promise was a long ways off, nonetheless they believed. Nay 

more, they were persuaded that these things are so, and embraced the promises of God and rejoiced in the world 

to come. Therefore, they saw themselves as “strangers and pilgrims on the earth.”  

If they embraced God’s promises from afar, should we not as those who live in these last days, embrace the 

promises of God even more?  

11:14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.   

By declaring that they were “strangers and pilgrims on the earth,” they did not live for this world but for the world 

to come. They were indeed preparing for eternity. 

11:15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had 

opportunity to have returned.   

Had Abraham kept thinking about the good life in Haran, he might have been tempted to return. But he did not 

think about a country that God had instructed him to leave.  

  

http://www.metromenspm.com/


 

Hebrews Commentary: Verse by Verse – Chapter 11

 
 

Metro New York World Ministry – http://www.metromenspm.com/ Page 4 

11:16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called 

their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.  

What Abraham did think about was that “better country, that is an heavenly.” God has “prepared for them a city” 

who are preparing to live in that heavenly city. But if a man lives his life to gain the world, he has lost sight of the 

world to come.   

11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered 

up his only begotten son.   

God knows the end from the beginning, and therefore knew that Abraham would obey His voice in offering up his 

only son. God allowed Abraham to go through this experience that his faith may come to maturity. It would also 

serve as an illustration of God giving up His only begotten. As Isaac’s birth was a miracle, so was the birth of Jesus. 

Even though Isaac was not the only son of Abraham, he was nonetheless the promised son who alone could 

receive the promises and the covenants.  

11:18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:   

It was in Genesis 21:12 that God had said, “That in Isaac shall thy seed be called.” 

11:19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him 

in a figure.   

Abraham believed that Isaac truly was the son of promise and that God would raise him from the dead to fulfill 

His will, that through Isaac, Abraham would become the father of a great nation. 

11:20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.   

After Isaac recognized that it was God’s will that Jacob should have the blessing, he was at peace. 

11:21 By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon 

the top of his staff.   

Jacob blessed both the sons of Joseph, namely, Ephraim and Manasseh. Jacob put his right hand upon Ephraim, 

the younger son, as according to God’s will. See Genesis 48:17-19 

Jacob did not worship his staff, but he worshiped God while leaning on his staff.  
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11:22 By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the children of Israel; and gave 

commandment concerning his bones.   

Joseph had faith in God’s promise that his people would return to Palestine. Therefore, he requested that his 

bones be taken and buried in the Promised Land. See Genesis 50:24, 25; Exodus 13:19  

11:23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a 

proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment.   

Moses’ parents, Amram and Jochebed, saw that Moses was a healthy baby and took steps against the king’s 

commandment to save him.  

11:24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; 

Moses chose to be identified with God’s covenant people rather than “to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.   

11:25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 

season;   

Moses chose to suffer the affliction of a people in possession of the covenants and the promises, than to enjoy 

the fleeting wealth of Egypt. 

11:26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the 

recompense of the reward.   

It is better to believe in the coming Messiah than to have all the riches of Egypt. It is better to look forward to the 

reward of the righteous than to be so short-sighted and blinded by worldly wealth. Moses saw in the covenants 

and promises a far greater weight of glory.  

11:27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is 

invisible. 

By faith Moses left Egypt, not fearing the king, but still believing that God would deliver His people from Egyptian 

bondage. Moses waited upon God, learned the lessons of humility, from Him whom he served and worship by 

faith. 

11:28 Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn 

should touch them.   

Though his life was threatened by Pharaoh, by faith Moses “sprinkled” blood on the doorpost, signifying his faith 

that the destroying angel would pass over his house and those of the Hebrews in sparing the firstborn.  
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 11:29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were 

drowned.  

By faith the nation of Israel passed through the Red Sea as by dry land. They had no weapons while Pharaoh had 

his chariots, but it mattered not, the God of heaven and earth would deliver His people. See Exodus 14. 

11:30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.   

Joshua placed more faith in God’s plan to take Jericho than in all his military experience. No army would follow 

through with such a plan to march around a city seven times, unless they had faith in God’s Word. 

Have we abandoning God’s blueprint for our own plans to evangelize the world? Should we not exhibit the same 

faith as those who circled Jericho? 

11:31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies 

with peace.   

Though she was a heathen and a harlot, Rahab exhibited faith in the God of Israel and she was spared. 

11:32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, 

and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets:   

Paul could have written volumes of the faithful through the ages, but he has given us enough examples to show 

that genuine faith is demonstrated by faithfulness to God’s Word.  

11:33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths 

of lions,  

The faithful through the ages “subdued kingdoms” like Joshua and David. The faithful “wrought righteousness” 

like Enoch, Samuel, and Elijah. The faithful “obtained promises” like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The faithful 

“stopped the mouths of lions” like David and Daniel.  

11:34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 

waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.  

The faithful “quenched the violence of fire” like the three Hebrew worthies. The faithful “escaped the edge of the 

sword” like the two spies at Jericho, and David before Saul. The faithful “out of weakness were made strong” like 

kings Hezekiah and Jehoshaphat. The faithful “waxed valiant in fight” like Samson and Joshua. The faithful “turned 

flight the armies of the aliens” like Joshua, Deborah and Barak, and Gideon. 
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11:35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; 

that they might obtain a better resurrection:   

Faithful women like the Shunammite woman and the widow of Sarepta “received their dead raised to life again.” 

Others were tortured like Jeremiah, and some were martyred. But they were not compromise their faith, as such, 

they will “obtain a better resurrection.” 

11:36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:  

Men like Joseph were imprisoned. Paul the author of this book was in bonds. Yet they maintained their faith in 

God and will be recipients of the inheritance of the saints.  

11:37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered 

about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;   

Stephen was stoned as well as Naboth of Jezreel. Isaiah was “sawn asunder.” Others slain by the sword. Men like 

Elijah and David “wandered” and were hunted.  

11:38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and 

caves of the earth.   

This wicked world which was once destroyed by a flood, was not worthy of these men and women of faith. The 

world did not recognize that these saints were the salt of the earth, keeping it preserved from even more 

corruption.  

11:39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise:   

All these saints that have gone before us are resting in the grave awaiting the resurrection. They have already 

fought the good fight of faith. It is now up to the last generation to cross the finish line. Until that last generation 

ushers in the Second Coming the saints of old remain sleeping.  

11:40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.   

But God has a wonderful plan. We all get to go to heaven together. When that last generation does cross the 

finish line and the work is done, we all get to go home to heaven for one thousand years. Until that time, the 

saints of old shall not be made perfect.  

But that glorious day is coming when all the saints from every age shall come forth from the graves and be 

changed in a twinkling of an eye. Then they shall be winged to heaven and enter into that celestial home. Amen. 
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