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Hebrews Chapter Thirteen 

13:1 Let brotherly love continue.   

Paul has presented to the people of God the work of Jesus in the Heavenly Sanctuary. He has directed their 

attention from the earthly sanctuary to the heavenly. He has made his case that Jesus is far more superior than 

the angels, than Moses, and the Levitical priests. The Heavenly Sanctuary is far superior than the earthly as Christ 

blood is to the blood of bulls and goats.  

Paul has encouraged the brethren to hold fast, nay more, that they should enter into the holiest, the Heavenly 

Sanctuary, with boldness. He has encouraged them to have faith as the men of old and not to draw back. He will 

now make a final appeal for them to enter into that everlasting covenant with Jesus. 

“Let brotherly love continue.” Keep on loving one another. With the soon destruction of Jerusalem by the 

Romans, you must be there for one another. You will be scattered among the nations, therefore let not one be 

lost due to a lack of fellowship, support, and love. 

13:2 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.  

Do not get so absorbed in your own little world and forget your brother who may have no where to lay his head. 

By helping strangers some have even “entertained angels unawares.” See Genesis 18:1-8; 19:1-3; Judges 6:11-20.  

13:3 Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being 

yourselves also in the body.   

Remember the gold rule to do unto others as you would want them to do unto you. See Matthew 7:12 

Visit those in prison as if you were in prison. Comfort those suffering from adversity as if you were the one 

suffering. Be there for others as you would want them to be there for you. 

13:4 Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.   

Without question God will judge those who persist in the acts of adultery. But Paul goes even further. Husbands 

and wives should have a pure intimacy between them. The bed is not to be lowered to base animal passions, nor 

are we to withhold our love from our spouse. Make every aspect of the married life honorable.  

13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath 

said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.   

“Let your conversation” or your life “be without covetousness.” Do not live a self-centered life; take an interest in 

the eternal destiny of others. 
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“Be content with such things as ye have,” God has not promised you everything that you want, but He will provide 

everything that you need. For God has said, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” See Genesis 28:15; Isaiah 

41:17; 1 Chronicles 28:20; Joshua 1:5 

13:6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.   

This is quotation taken from Psalm 118:6. “The Lord is my helper” means that the Lord is “for me.” Therefore I can 

be calm and confident even in the midst of my enemies. I can say with the three worthies, “If it be so, our God 

whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O 

king. 3:18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image 

which thou hast set up.” Daniel 3:17, 28 

13:7 Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose 

faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.   

Remember the leaders of early church who have laid down their life for the cause of truth. Consider their example 

and how God transformed their lives and gave them strength to endure unto the end. 

13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.   

Men of old were faithful. Men in more recent times have been faithful. They all believed in the same gospel, the 

same everlasting covenant. Nay more, they all believed in the “same” Jesus Christ who is “the same yesterday, 

and today, and forever.”  

The message of salvation never changed since Adam and Eve. The same gospel was delivered to Abraham in the 

covenants. It was the same gospel given to Moses, which for centuries had been acted out in the earthly 

sanctuary services. The gospel never changed, for it is the everlasting gospel. This everlasting gospel has always 

pointed to this same Jesus, who has never changed.  

13:9 Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be 

established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. 

Therefore do not be “carried about with divers and strange doctrines.” “For by grace are ye saved through faith; 

and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:” Ephesians 2:8, 9 

“Not with meat,” you cannot be saved by some special diet. There is no salvation by the fork. Does it matter what 

you eat? Certainly it does. Can you earn salvation by what you eat? Absolutely not! Consider those who teach 

salvation by diet, do they not still gossip and commit adultery? Do they not sin like other men except that they 

have a special diet? Have you found any of them perfect? It is Jesus that makes us perfect through the work of the 

Holy Spirit. With Jesus in you, you will begin to eat healthfully. But without Him, what you eat may be clean, but 

what about your heart? 
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13:10 We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.   

As you know, the priests ate certain of the sacrifices brought into the sanctuary. Of course, these priests are no 

longer worthy to eat of these sacrifices since they have rejected Jesus as the Messiah. So you see, the priests have 

this special privilege but it does them no good without Jesus.  

13:11 For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are 

burned without the camp.   

Let us take this one step further. There was a sacrifice that was not eaten by the priests. When the anointed priest 

or the whole congregation sinned, the blood would be brought into the sanctuary but the body would be taken 

outside the camp and burned. See Leviticus 6:30 

Now consider the high privilege of being a follower of Christ when our Lord instituted the Communion Service. He 

said, “Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you.” 1 Corinthians 11:24 

As the sin offering was taken outside the camp, Jesus “suffered without (or outside) the gate.”  The blood of the 

sin offering was taken into the Holy Place, the blood of Jesus was ministered by Jesus Himself into the Heavenly 

Sanctuary.  

We have the high privilege of partaking of Christ’s life, this is the new covenant; it is the everlasting covenant. At 

the Communion Service we symbolically take part of the body and blood of Jesus as represented by the bread and 

wine.  

13:12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.  

Therefore, we are not to be only forgiven by His shed blood but we are also to be “sanctified.” We become 

sanctified by partaking of His life. Let us not only confess our sins, but also receive the righteousness of Christ.  

13:13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.   

Let all Hebrew Christians therefore come out fully from Judaism. Look to Jesus as your High Priest. You will bear 

“reproach” from your countrymen, from the Jewish nation. But there is an eternal weight of glory for all who 

partake fully of Jesus Christ. 

13:14 For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.   

As partakers of Christ, we have no city in this old world. As we know, Jerusalem is the center of Judaism, but 

Jerusalem will soon be destroyed. Therefore, we are to look forward to the New Jerusalem that shall never be 

destroyed. 
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13:15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving 

thanks to his name.   

Let us therefore “offer the sacrifice of praise to God” through our Lord Jesus Christ. There is no godly fruit for 

offering animals, but there is much fruit by “giving thanks to His name” with “our lips.” 

13:16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.   

Yet, the Christian life is more than words of praise, as James wrote, “Pure religion and undefiled before God and 

the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the 

world.” James 1:27 

How do you live such a life? It is not by offering bulls and goats. Rather, it is by eating the life of Christ.  

13:17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they 

that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.  

For a church to function well there must be both leaders and followers. However, authority in the church is not to 

be arbitrary. Consider these words of Paul, “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 

evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 4:12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for 

the edifying of the body of Christ: 4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 

of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 4:14 That we henceforth be 

no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 

cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 4:15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him 

in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 4:16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted 

by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 

increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.” Ephesians 4:11-16 

The purpose for leadership is to perfect “the saints, for the work of the ministry.” It is not to lord it over others.  

Leadership is for the spiritual growth of the church that we all “may grow up into Him in all things.” 

We generally fail in equipping the saints because we are missing the mark in one or more of these three areas: (1) 

having the right leaders, (2) having the right structure, and (3) having the right goals. If we do not have the right 

leaders the whole system is affected negatively. If we do not have the right structure the body is also ill-affected. 

And if we do not have the high aim or goal of reflecting the image of Jesus perfectly, we are definitely going to 

miss the mark. 

13:18 Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly.  

Paul asks them to keep praying for him and his fellow servants. They are serving God with a clear conscience. 

After all, he has received the blood of Jesus Christ which can take away sin.  
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They are men who desire to do all that God commands, while at the same time realize their dependency upon 

Divine help. 

13:19 But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner. 

Certain circumstances are preventing Paul from seeing his audience face-to-face. But he wants them to pray that 

they may enjoy that close fellowship again in person.    

13:20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the 

sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,  

Paul now begins his benediction. He reminds them of the “God of peace,” who will be able to strengthen them in 

the storm of persecution that is coming. He wants them to remember the power of the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, the same power that is available to them to live the life of Christ. He wants them to remember Jesus as the 

“great shepherd” who will protect His fold at all costs. After all, the Great Shepherd has already shed His blood for 

them. Remember the everlasting covenant that God made with Adam and Eve, the covenant God confirmed with 

Abraham and Moses, the covenant that Jesus ratified with His own blood. 

13:21 Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his 

sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

The God of peace will through the power of Christ’s resurrection “make you perfect in every good work to do His 

will.” The followers of Christ are able to do “every good work” because they are now born-again. They have been 

transformed. After all, did not Jesus teach that only a good tree can bear good fruit? They are now good trees 

with Christ abiding in them. Now they are producing good fruit or good works.  

All this “good work” is “wellpleasing” to God because it is made possible with our faith in Christ and “through 

Jesus Christ.” Praise and glory be to God who makes the new life possible.  

13:22 And I beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of exhortation: for I have written a letter unto you in few 

words.   

I beseech you brethren to receive this book of Hebrews. More could have been said, but learn the lessons that are 

contained therein. 

13:23 Know ye that our brother Timothy is set at liberty; with whom, if he come shortly, I will see you.   

We find Paul and Timothy working together in Derbe and Lystra. See Acts 16. At some point Timothy must have 

been imprisoned. If Timothy comes shortly to Paul, they will go together to meet with them.  
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13:24 Salute all them that have the rule over you, and all the saints. They of Italy salute you. 

Greet the leaders of the church who are on the frontlines, and all the saints. The brethren and I here in Italy salute 

you and will keep you in our prayers.   

13:25 Grace be with you all. Amen. 

May the grace of God keep you and strengthen you. To God be the glory! Even so, come Lord Jesus. 
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