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Hebrews Chapter Six 

6:1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again 

the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,   

Paul says, “Therefore,” based on what we have studied in chapter five, we are going to leave “the principles of the 

doctrine of Christ,” the elementary doctrines of the Christian faith, and we will dig deeper into God’s Word that 

we may “go on unto perfection.” Paul had mentioned that many of them were still on milk when it came to their 

Christian walk. They needed to begin to eat the meat of the Word that they might mature in Christ Jesus. We all 

begin at the beginning, but we are to move forward. We are not to remain as babes, rather, we are to grow up as 

mature followers in Christ.  

Paul will briefly mention six of the elementary “principles of the doctrine of Christ,” and then move us into the 

meat of his message in the book of Hebrews. The first elementary doctrine of Christ is “repentance from dead 

works.”  

What is true repentance? Consider these words from the SOP:  

“How shall a man be just with God? How shall the sinner be made righteous? It is only through Christ that we can 

be brought into harmony with God, with holiness; but how are we to come to Christ? Many are asking the same 

question as did the multitude on the Day of Pentecost, when, convicted of sin, they cried out, "What shall we do?" 

The first word of Peter's answer was, ‘Repent.’ Acts 2:37, 38. At another time, shortly after, he said, ‘Repent, . . . 

and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out.’ Acts 3:19. Repentance includes sorrow for sin and a turning 

away from it. We shall not renounce sin unless we see its sinfulness; until we turn away from it in heart, there will 

be no real change in the life. There are many who fail to understand the true nature of repentance. Multitudes 

sorrow that they have sinned and even make an outward reformation because they fear that their wrongdoing 

will bring suffering upon themselves. But this is not repentance in the Bible sense. They lament the suffering 

rather than the sin. Such was the grief of Esau when he saw that the birthright was lost to him forever.” SC 23 

“The Bible does not teach that the sinner must repent before he can heed the invitation of Christ, ‘Come unto Me, 

all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.’ Matthew 11:28. It is the virtue that goes forth from 

Christ, that leads to genuine repentance. Peter made the matter clear in his statement to the Israelites when he 

said, ‘Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and 

forgiveness of sins.’ Acts 5:31. We can no more repent without the Spirit of Christ to awaken the conscience than 

we can be pardoned without Christ.  

“Christ is the source of every right impulse. He is the only one that can implant in the heart enmity against sin. 

Every desire for truth and purity, every conviction of our own sinfulness, is an evidence that His Spirit is moving 

upon our hearts.   
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“Jesus has said, ‘I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.’ John 12:32. Christ must be revealed 

to the sinner as the Saviour dying for the sins of the world; and as we behold the Lamb of God upon the cross of 

Calvary, the mystery of redemption begins to unfold to our minds and the goodness of God leads us to 

repentance. In dying for sinners, Christ manifested a love that is incomprehensible; and as the sinner beholds this 

love, it softens the heart, impresses the mind, and inspires contrition in the soul.  

“It is true that men sometimes become ashamed of their sinful ways, and give up some of their evil habits, before 

they are conscious that they are being drawn to Christ. But whenever they make an effort to reform, from a 

sincere desire to do right, it is the power of Christ that is drawing them. An influence of which they are 

unconscious works upon the soul, and the conscience is quickened, and the outward life is amended. And as 

Christ draws them to look upon His cross, to behold Him whom their sins have pierced, the commandment comes 

home to the conscience. The wickedness of their life, the deep-seated sin of the soul, is revealed to them. They 

begin to comprehend something of the righteousness of Christ, and exclaim, ‘What is sin, that it should require 

such a sacrifice for the redemption of its victim? Was all this love, all this suffering, all this humiliation, demanded, 

that we might not perish, but have everlasting life?’   

“The sinner may resist this love, may refuse to be drawn to Christ; but if he does not resist he will be drawn to 

Jesus; a knowledge of the plan of salvation will lead him to the foot of the cross in repentance for his sins, which 

have caused the sufferings of God's dear Son.” SC 26, 27 

The second elementary doctrine of Christ is “faith toward God.” We have in the book of Hebrews the famous faith 

chapter in chapter eleven. In this verse, Paul tell us to have faith “toward” God. We are forgiven of our past, but 

we are to look forward by faith. Not faith in ourselves, but faith “toward” God.  

In the following SOP statement we find that faith is a gift from God, and that we must exercise our faith that we 

might be sanctified. “It is impossible to please God without the exercise of genuine, sanctifying faith. We are 

individually responsible for our faith. True faith is not a faith that will fail under test and trial; it is the gift of God 

to His people. --The Review and Herald, Sept, 30, 1909.” 2SM 375 

In Romans Paul writes, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 

everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God 

revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.” Romans 1:16, 17. Our faith is in the 

righteousness of God. More than that, we have faith that the righteousness of God may be manifested through 

us. This is true and sanctifying faith.  

6:2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal 

judgment. 

The third elementary doctrine of Christ is “the doctrine of baptisms.” Paul is most likely referring to the rite of 

baptism by immersion. However, we are aware that John the Baptist mentioned two baptisms, saying, “I indeed 

have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.” Mark 1:8. Jesus spoke to His 
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disciples after His resurrection, saying, “John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 

Ghost not many days hence.” Acts 1:5 

We are to follow the instructions of water baptism by immersion which represents our desire to be dead to the 

old life and then raised up into newness of life. In fact, the rite of baptism is more of a declaration that this change 

has already taken place. The rite is therefore our desire to publicly confess our faith in Jesus as both Redeemer 

and Lord. 

The fourth elementary doctrine of Christ is the “laying on of hands.” In the early church, the apostles would lay 

their lays upon the individual who was baptized.  

As it is written, “Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 8:16 

(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 8:17 Then 

laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.” Acts 8:15-17 

“Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should 

believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 19:5 When they heard this, they were 

baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 19:6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came 

on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. 19:7 And all the men were about twelve.” Acts 19:4-7 

During Old Testament times, the laying on of hand was associated with offering a blessing upon someone and for 

the anointing someone to an office. See Genesis 48:9-14; Number 8:10, 11; Deut 34:9. Today we often find the 

laying on of hands associated with those who are becoming elders in the local church. 

The fifth elementary doctrine of Christ was concerning the “resurrection of the dead.” We know that there are 

two resurrections, as Jesus said, “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves 

shall hear his voice, 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they 

that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” John 5:28, 29.  

The apostle John spoke of these two resurrections as being a thousand years apart. See Revelation 20. This is an 

important and fundamental doctrine to keep the Christian community from embracing the dangerous error of the 

immortality of the soul.  

The sixth elementary doctrine of Christ is the “eternal judgment.” This doctrine not only tells us that there will be 

a judgment, but that the effects or results of the judgment are eternal. The saved will receive eternal life, and the 

unconverted will experience the “second death,” eternal death, which is the lake of fire. See Revelation 20:14, 15 

6:3 And this will we do, if God permit.   

These are the six fundamental and elementary doctrines of Christ, which the Christian will always build upon. But 

now it is time in Paul’s discourse in the book of Hebrews to go deeper in our understanding of God’s Word. 
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6:4,5 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and 

were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,  And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world 

to come,   

This has been a difficult saying for many, and not a few have left the faith in discouragement never to return. But I 

would understand Paul to say, “For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the 

heavenly gift, if they continue to reject the work of the Holy Spirit upon their life.” It is possible for men to fall 

away and then return unto the Lord. After all, John wrote, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 

us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness…. My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye 

sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 2:2 And he is the 

propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 1 John 1:9; 2:1, 2 

If any man will confess his sins to Jesus, whether he has been a believer in the past or not, then God will forgive 

him and cleanse him. “If ANY man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 

But we should understand the seriousness of the passage. We are describing a man who has been “enlightened.” 

He was truly converted. He had tasted of the heavenly gift in receiving the Holy Spirit into his life. He knew what it 

was like to walk in the footsteps of Jesus. He experienced the power of God’s Word in his life. He perhaps was 

involved in the workings of miracles and healings. For such a man to turn away from Jesus is a very serious matter. 

We may liken this to many bright lights going out.  

But such a situation is not hopeless. The only way it would be impossible for him to return would be his constant 

rejection of the appeals of the Holy Spirit upon his heart. God will not force the will. God will not force him to 

repent. However, if this man continues to resist the drawing power of the Holy Spirit, there is nothing more God 

can do. The man will remain lost.  

6:6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son 

of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.   

The Jews played an unfortunate part in the crucifixion of Christ by their rejection of Him. We “crucify…the Son of 

God afresh” by our continued life of sin. We have to be so ever careful, if we choose to keep on sinning we may 

never choose to come back to the Lord. We may never again desire spiritual things. It is possible for a man to have 

tasted of the Lord and to apostatize in such a manner that he has no more interest following Christ.  

 6:7 For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for 

them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God:   

But he who receives the refreshing of the Holy Spirit, like the refreshing of the rain upon the dry ground, he shall 

bear fruit unto the glory of God.  
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 6:8 But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be 

burned.   

But there are members in the church, while receiving the goodness of God, still have not been fruitful unto God. 

They want to be blessed of God, they want to be in heaven, but they are not willing to bear the fruit of a Christlike 

character. If we only produce thorns and briers in the life, we will face the second death.  

6:9 But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we 

thus speak.   

From verses 4-9, Paul spoke with tough love. He was very straight forward. Now he softens his words and 

encourages them that he is “persuaded” of “better things” from them. He is not suggesting that they have 

reached the point of no return, but he clearly warns them that it is possible that a man may drift so far from the 

Lord that he may never choose to return. 

6:10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have showed toward his 

name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.   

We are not saved by these works of love, but we are to be God’s workmanship. In the hands of the Potter, He will 

fashion us and mold us into a life of good works. And all of these good works are recorded. Every kind look, every 

kind word, and every kind deed is recorded in the books of heaven. As Jesus said, “And whosoever shall give to 

drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall 

in no wise lose his reward.” Matthew 10:42. See also Matthew 25:31-40 

6:11 And we desire that every one of you do show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the 

end:   

Things that are associated with the word “diligence” are persistence, painstaking effort, to choose, and love. We 

are to move forward in faith and good works. We are to move forward in “the full assurance of hope unto the 

end.” We are never to give up or to give in. We are to cross the finish line. Every journey begins with the first step, 

but we must get to our destination. We do so with full cooperation with heavenly agencies. We can be assured 

that heaven will do its part, but we must persevere and choose to move forward. Will we do so with our hearts 

full of hope and love? 

6:12 That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.  

Do not be “slothful” but be “diligent.” Do not crawl but run. Do not put spiritual things last but first. Be “followers 

of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.” Chapter eleven of Hebrews provides us with great 

examples of those who lived by faith and had truly entered into that spiritual rest. Patiently they endured many 

tests and trials. By faith they looked for a better country. By faith they depended upon Him who created all things. 

By faith they looked to the Messiah to come that would take away the sins of the world. They shall receive the 

promise of eternal life. 
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6:13 For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself,   

In the first promise to Abraham, the Lord said unto him, “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and 

from thy father's house, unto a land that I will show thee: 12:2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will 

bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 12:3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and 

curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” Genesis 12:1-3   

It was at the time when Abraham was willing to offer his only son in obedience to God’s command, that the Lord 

swore by Himself, and said, “By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and 

hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: 22:17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply 

thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the 

gate of his enemies; 22:18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed 

my voice.” Genesis 22:16-18 

6:14 Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee.”  

The phrase “blessing I will bless” gives emphasis to the certainty of God’s blessings to Abraham and to all who live 

by faith. “Multiplying I will multiply” is again an emphasis on the verb or the action God will take in multiplying the 

descendants of Abraham as the stars of heaven.  

6:15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.  

Twenty five years had passed from the time God made the promise to Abraham and Sarah giving birth to Isaac. 

There were times when Abraham’s faith seemed to diminish, but in the end, Abraham believed God. When 

Abraham lifted up the knife to slay Isaac according to God’s command, never had he exercised any greater faith. 

He knew that God would keep His promise that through Isaac there would be a great nation. As it is written, “By 

faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only 

begotten son. 11:18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 11:19 Accounting that God [was] 

able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.” Hebrews 11:17-19 

 6:16 For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. 

Men will swear by someone greater than themselves. In ancient times, some would swear in the name of their 

gods. When we take the judicial oath we say that we will tell the whole truth and nothing but the truth “so help 

me God.”  

We can swear by no greater name than that of God’s name. However, men may break an oath and men may lie. 

God cannot lie, it is against His nature. His promises and His oaths are sure. And the promise God gave to 

Abraham was not only met in the birth of Isaac, but it was truly filled in God giving His only Son, as Paul wrote, 

“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, 

And to thy seed, which is Christ.” Galatians 3:16 
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6:17 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his 

counsel, confirmed it by an oath: 

God did not need to sware by His name, but He did. God’s Word is always sure. His counsel is “immutable” or 

unchanging, because His divine purpose is absolutely perfect. 

6:18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong 

consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:   

The two immutable things are God’s promises and His oaths. God’s promises are sure. But man often battles with 

doubt and so God confirms His promises with an oath to help man to “lay hold upon the hope set before” him. 

God not only promised to send His only Son into the world, He gave an oath to that fact. We can and should take 

comfort in all that God has promised. If He promises to forgive us of our sins, then we must believe God.  

Please prayerfully consider this argument: If God promised to give His Son as a sacrifice for our sins and also 

confirmed that with an oath, and if all the promises of God are centered in His Son, then all of God’s promises are 

confirmed with an oath. Dear reader, His promises are sure even without an oath. But in confirming His promise 

of sending His only Son with an oath, will He not keep every other promise? 

The expression “who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope” has reference to the horns on the 

tabernacle. If a man felt that he needed to flee for his life, then he would go and hold onto the horns of the altar 

and feel safe. There is safety in Him who is the Horn of our Salvation. There is safety and securety in the shed 

blood of Christ. After all, if He was willing to die for our sins as He had promised, will He not keep all His other 

promises? 

6:19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that 

within the veil;   

As an anchor holds the ship at sea, so will our hold on Christ keep us from drifting aimlessly. Our anchor, Christ 

Jesus, is also the veil. See Hebrews 10:20. Because He became a man and lived a perfect life in our sinful flesh, we 

have an anchor “sure and stedfast” in the forgiveness of sins and the freedom from sin. The veil into the courtyard 

represented freedom from guilt, the sure promise of forgiveness. The veil into the holy place represented 

freedom from our known sins, the sure promise of power over sin. The veil into the most holy place represented 

freedom from our hidden sins, the sure promise of God in bringing the saints to full maturity. 

6:20 Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of 

Melchisedec.  

While we have confidence in His promises, our confidence and hope is increased as we consider that Jesus, our 

great high priest, has already entered into the heavenly sanctuary. He is our forerunner who is preparing a place 

for us. And where He is we shall be. He has gone before us to the Father, and soon we shall see the Father 

because He is our great high priest “after the order of Melchisedec,” the king of righteousness.  
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