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SABBATH – The Mission of Jesus 

(Memory Text) Luke 19:10 – “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
 
This is the “mission statement” for Jesus presented in the Sabbath School Quarterly. Is it possible that maybe we 
are being a little selfish here in when we are asked something like “Why did Jesus come to this earth?” --- and 
then we say something like “He came to save me.”? Again, is it possible that there might be a selfish attitude in 
that answer? 
 
Now don’t misunderstand what is being said here. Jesus absolutely wants to redeem mankind and it was the 
Father and Jesus who made this plan in eternity past. 
 

(1 Peter 1:18-20) Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your 
fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest 
in these last times for you. 

 
But is there another reason why Jesus came to this earth and went to the cross? We will allow the Spirit of 
Prophecy to explain, but first a little background: 
 
Does the Devil like to accuse God of playing favorites? Yes, he says God has his “pets.” In the story of Job - who is 
on trial in that story? Who is the one being accused? It's not Job. God is the one being accused. God is on trial. The 
Devil says to God “You've surrounded Job with a fence where I can't touch him. Of course he's going to serve you - 
who wouldn't - he's your pet. But if you allow me to touch him he will curse you to your face." 
 
If you think about it God was really putting his neck on the line here when he told the Devil to go do it? If Job only 
knew what was happening behind the scenes I think he would have looked at thing very differently. By not sinning 
Job was actually vindicating God before the heavenly universe. If he knew this things would have been a lot easier 
for him. 
 
God's people will go through the same thing at the end of time. We will be vindicating the honor and character of 
God before the universe. The Devil's argument today is that Jesus obeyed the law of God because he had a 
different nature than we do. He leads people to believe Jesus had the nature of Adam before the fall; therefore he 
had an advantage and could keep the Law. Then the Devil says we have the nature of Adam after the fall - so we 
can't do this. 
 
Will God at the end of time have a whole generation of people who will keep the commandments of God and 
have the faith of Jesus? The answer is an absolute yes, and the Bible tells us so. 
 

(Rev. 12:17) And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the 
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of 
Jesus Christ. 
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(Rev. 14:12) Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments 
of God, and the faith of Jesus. 

 
When God produces a people that are willing to die than disobey Him in every particular then the Devil is not 
going to be able to say that it was because Jesus had a different and more powerful nature than us because God 
will give us the power to keep His Law. And then the accusations of Satan, that the Law of God cannot be kept, 
will be refuted by that final generation. 
 
The Devil says that God plays favorites. He says God saves David the adulterer and murderer but God has Achan 
stoned --- What justice is there in that? Satan further says it's because he loves David and he didn't like Achan. 
 
Is God going to have to open the heavenly books and show why some are saved and others are lost? Absolutely! 
He will have to show his righteousness and his justice. 
 
We must understand that God has a universal mess on his hands. It's not only this little puny planet called earth. 
As was already mentioned most people, when you ask them “Why did Jesus come to die on the cross?” what will 
they say?  "So he can save me!" Could that be considered a selfish answer? Have we become individualistic in our 
concept of salvation? Again – Jesus did come to this earth to save mankind from himself, but this was not the 
primary reason. 
 
The primary reason why Jesus came to this earth and went to the cross was to vindicate his name before the 
universe, and in the process he saves mankind. The devil has really smeared God's name - he's given God a black 
eye (so-to-speak). And how does God solves this problem? He takes the Devil to court. It's all solved in the 
heavenly courts. 
 
If someone were to libel or slanders you - what do you do? Take out a gun and shoot them? No, you get a good 
lawyer and you take them to court. The evidence will be examined and then you will be exonerated. This is what 
God does. God doesn't use force in any way, shape or form. 
 
Here is a very crucial passage from the Spirit of Prophecy which confirms what is being stated: 

(Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 68-69) But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and 
deeper purpose than the salvation of man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the 
earth; it was not merely that the inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God 
as it should be regarded; but it was to vindicate the character of God before the universe. 
To this result of His great sacrifice--its influence upon the intelligences of other worlds, as 
well as upon man--the Saviour looked forward when just before His crucifixion He said: 
"Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.... 
The act of Christ in dying for the salvation of man would not only make heaven accessible 
to men, but before all the universe it would justify God and His Son in their dealing with the 
rebellion of Satan. It would establish the perpetuity of the law of God and would reveal the 
nature and the results of sin. 

 
Let us ever keep before us that the reason we exist in these final moments of earth’s history is to vindicate God’s 
name and character, and in that process we are to lead as many as we can to Jesus. 
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SUNDAY – The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin 

These two parables are found in Luke 15. The Lost Sheep in verses 4-7 and the Lost Coin in verses 8 and 9. 
 
Some Thoughts on the Lost Coin 
The woman of the parable represents the church. (Jer. 6:2, Isa. 51:16, 2 Cor. 11:2, Eph. 5:2) 
The lost coin represents a lost soul. 
 

(Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 194) The coin, though lying among dust and rubbish, is a piece 
of silver still. Its owner seeks it because it is of value. So every soul, however degraded by 
sin, is in God’s sight accounted precious. As the coin bears the image and superscription of 
the reigning power, so man at his creation bore the image and superscription of God; and 
though now marred and dim through the influence of sin, the traces of this inscription 
remain upon every soul.  

 
So far we have the church losing a precious soul that Christ died for. In other words it was the church that lost this 
soul – she is responsible. 
 
The candle (or lamp) represents the Bible. (Ps. 119:105) The church gets the Bible and starts sweeping. The church 
is sweeping the house to make sure it is clean (or error, bad influences, etc… 
 

(Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 195) If there is in the family one child who is unconscious of his 
sinful state, parents should not rest. Let the candle be lighted. Search the word of God, and 
by its light let everything in the home be diligently examined, to see why this child is lost. 
Let parents search their own hearts, examine their habits and practices. Children are the 
heritage of the Lord, and we are answerable to Him for our management of His property…. 
But those who have been guilty of neglect are not to despair. The woman whose coin was 
lost searched until she found it. So in love, faith, and prayer let parents work for their 
households, until with joy they can come to God saying, “Behold, I and the children whom 
the Lord hath given me.” Isaiah 8:18 

 
This lost soul doesn’t necessarily have to be our own child; it can be a friend or even a member of the church. We 
have a responsibility. Do we labor hard and long for one soul? God will hold us accountable for the eternal loss of 
those whom we could have witnessed to and did not. 
 
Recommended reading: Christ’s Object Lessons, chapter 15. This has some very essential reading for us. 
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MONDAY / TUESDAY – The Parable of the Lost Son: Part 1 and 2 

The fifth church in the message to the seven churches (found in Rev. 2 and 3) is the church of Sardis. This church 
represents the period of the Protestant Reformation, but especially nearer the ending of the Protestant 
Reformation, when the churches were losing their identity and sense of mission as to what it meant to be a 
Protestant. Some highlights in Revelation 3 about the church of Sardis are: 
 

(vs. 1) …I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.” 
 
In order to be dead must this church have been alive at some point? Yes, only something alive can die. So the 
main emphasis here is at this point, towards the end, this church is a dead church, or at the point of death. 
 
Also – the “name” that this church has really refers to its “reputation”. So a better translation would be “You have 
a reputation of being alive but you’re dead.” The name Protestant speaks volumes. It’s not just a name or label, 
but a way of life and a way of thinking. It’s a part of our characters and who we are. 
 

(vs. 4) Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and 
they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. 

 
It says those who are faithful and who continue to stay faithful in Sardis are worthy and are and will (in the future) 
wear the garments. Do you see that there are two meanings of garments in this verse? 

1. “have not defiled their garments” 
Is that past, present or future?  It is present – that’s their condition presently. 

 
2. “they shall walk with me in white.” --- That’s future. 

 
The garments the people of Sardis are wearing now (meaning at that time) are to be understood spiritually, 
whereas the garments in the future are literal. It is a literal garment of light just like Adam and Eve had at the 
beginning of human history. In other words what is spiritual now will be literal in the future. 
 
The Prodigal Son 
Was the younger son a believer? (yes)  Did both sons claim to serve their father (at least at first)? (yes) One was 
an apostate away from home and the other was an apostate at home. Or we could say one was lost away from 
home and the other was lost at home. 
 
The church of Sardis and the Prodigal Son have many of the same elements. 
 
Luke 15 (let’s pick up in verse 17): 

17  And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have 
bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!  
18  I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and before thee,  
19  And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 
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The word “worthy” is mentioned in the message to Sardis. 

20  And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father 
saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.  
21  And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight… 

Now he is repenting. 

(21)  …and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 

Here is the idea of worthiness once again. What was it that made the son worthy? It was his recognition (and 
confession) of his unworthiness that made him worthy. In other words he repented and was sorry for his foolish 
actions. 

22  But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put 
a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 

See how we have the same ideas and elements as the church of Sardis? The son repents (he recognizes his 
unworthiness) and then the father puts on him the best robe (or the best garment). 
 
Now notice verse 24: 

For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to 
be merry. 

Do those two ideas come into view in the church of Sardis? Absolutely! Was the church of Sardis a church that had 
a name (reputation) that said it was alive but yet it was dead? So what does it mean to be alive again? It means to 
do the same thing as the prodigal son and repent and now we can be found worthy so we can be clothed in white. 
 
Dead means to be lost and it means you’re unrepentant. To be alive means to be truly sorrow of sin. Then - and 
only then - can our unworthiness be covered by the robe of Jesus. 
 

(Education, p. 249) This robe, Christ's own spotless character, is freely offered to every 
human being. But all who receive it will receive and wear it here. 

 
There is a big question we have to ask: Are there many Sardians (or prodigal sons) in the Seventh-day Adventist church 
today? We have the name and reputation that says we’re alive because we are the last truly Protestant body left 
standing. But the question we need to seriously ask ourselves is: Are we really dead? 
 

(2 Corinthians 13:5) Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. 
Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? 

 
(Review and Herald, 1/17/1893 – The Church Must Be Quickened) The Spirit of God, with 
its vivifying power, must be in every human agent, that every spiritual muscle and sinew 
may be in exercise. Without the Holy Spirit, without the breath of God, there is torpidity of 
conscience, loss of spiritual life. Many who are without spiritual life have their names on 
the church records, but they are not written in the Lamb's book of life. They may be joined 
to the church, but they are not united to the Lord. They may be diligent in the performance 
of a certain set of duties, and may be regarded as living men; but many are among those 
who "have a name that thou livest, and art dead." Unless there is genuine conversion of the 
soul to God; unless the vital breath of God quickens the soul to spiritual life; unless the 
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professors of truth are actuated by heaven-born principle, they are not born of the 
incorruptible seed which liveth and abideth forever. Unless they trust in the righteousness 
of Christ as their only security; unless they copy his character, labor in his spirit, they are 
naked, they have not on the robe of his righteousness. The dead are often made to pass for 
the living; for those who are working out what they term salvation after their own ideas, 
have not God working in them to will and to do of his good pleasure.  
This class is well represented by the valley of dry bones Ezekiel saw in vision. 

 
The dry bones represent God’s people according to Ezekiel 37:11. Let us pray to God that we deceive not 
ourselves in this matter. 
 
Recommended reading: Christ’s Object Lessons, chapter 16. 

WEDNESDAY – Lost Opportunities 

The parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) is highlighted for discussion. There is a lot of confusion 
and misunderstandings concerning this parable as many think it is a literal account of what happens after death. 
The parable has nothing to do with such a thing. 
 
Who is the Rich Man? 

In verses 24, 27 and 30 you have the rich man calling Abraham their father. Then in verse 25 “Abraham” calls the 
rich man “son.” So we have a relationship here between the rich man and Abraham that is like the relationship 
between a Father to his Son. 
 
Who are the ones who called Abraham their "Father" - and who Abraham called "Sons"? 
In John 8:33 and 37 the Pharisees are referred to as Abraham's seed. In other words they are his sons. But the key 
verse is 39: 
 

(John 8:39) They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto 
them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham. 

 
From this passage we find that the relation between the rich man and Abraham in this parable is really the 
relationship between Abraham and the Jews of Christ's day. 
 
What about Lazarus? 

(Luke 16:21) And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: 
moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 

 
We must look into the words “crumbs” and "dogs" to find out what the beggar represents? 

(Matthew 15:22-28) And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and 
cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is 
grievously vexed with a devil.  But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and 
besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us.  But he answered and said, I 
am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  Then came she and worshipped 
him, saying, Lord, help me.  But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's 
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bread, and to cast it to dogs.  And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs 
which fall from their masters' table.  Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, 
great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from 
that very hour. 

 
The beggar represents the Gentiles. Usually parables don't use proper names - like Lazarus. 
Why is the name Lazarus mentioned? Why did Jesus used the name Lazarus? 
 
First an important detail from the parable: 

(Luke16:30, 31) And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the 
dead, they will repent.  And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 

 
Did Jesus later on raise someone from the dead whose name was Lazarus? He did and they still would not believe 
even after that miracle. 
 
The parable is about stewardship. Being blessed with an abundance of light and keeping it to ourselves is one of 
the most selfish and terrible sins we could commit. 
 
Speaking of proclaiming the three angels messages to the world the Spirit of Prophecy says: 

(Evangelism, p. 120) Shall we wait until God’s judgments fall upon the transgressor before 
we tell him how to avoid them? Where is our faith in the Word of God? Must we see things 
foretold come to pass before we will believe what He has said? In clear, distinct rays light 
has come to us, showing us that the great day of the Lord is near at hand, “even at the 
door.” 

 
A warning is given to the church of Ephesus that equally applies to us today: 
 

(Revelation 2:5) Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the 
first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his 
place, except thou repent. 

 
What does it mean to "remove thy candlestick out of his place"? A candlestick is a light and the church has this 
candlestick. In other words the church is supposed to be a light. 
 

(Matthew 5:14-16) Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel… 
 

This is what was happening to Ephesus. But what is the candlestick supposed to do? 
 
…but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 

 
And verse 16 makes it very clear what the candlestick is supposed to do: 
 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. 
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We are to share the light so others can see Jesus. Now what happens when we don’t share the light we have been 
blessed with? 
 
The problem with Ephesus is they were losing that light. They were losing their first love. They were losing their 
first works. They were losing the faith that works by love. Their light was flickering and Jesus says "I hope I don't 
have to take your candlestick from you." 
 

(Mark 4:21-25) And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel, or 
under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick?  For there is nothing hid, which shall not 
be manifested; neither was any thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad.  If any 
man have ears to hear, let him hear.  And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with 
what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be 
given.  For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be 
taken even that which he hath. 

 
We have the same idea here as in Ephesus as taking something away – a candlestick.  
 
So if any of us don't reflect the light that God has blessed us with what is God going to do? He's going to take the 
light from us. How many in the church today are in danger of losing their candlestick?  THIS IS SERIOUS BUSINESS! 
 
And furthermore, if you don't have any light to give because it's been taken away then you're in darkness - and 
the Devil is the prince of darkness. You will be under Satan's power. Again – How serious is this? 
 
We have further amplification on this point in Luke: 

(Luke 8:16-18)  No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it with a vessel, or putteth 
it under a bed; but setteth it on a candlestick, that they which enter in may see the light. 

 
What is the purpose of the light? It’s so people can see it. And what are we doing today with the light God has 
given us? 
 
A visitor comes to the church and the pastor changes his whole sermon because it might have something that 
offends them or something they haven't heard before. In other words we place it under a bushel. 
 
The Great Controversy becomes The Great Hope???????? 
We take a 700 page book and reduce it down to 85 pages and make it the official sharing edition. We are placing it 
under a bushel. 
 

17  For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; neither any thing hid, that shall 
not be known and come abroad.  
18  Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and 
whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he seemeth to have.   

 
What will God do to the church for refusing to give the light? Will God have to remove any of our candlesticks 
from us?  
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THURSDAY – Was Blind But Now I See 

The last of the seven churches, Laodicea, represents the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Sadly it has major 
problems. 
 

(Revelation 3:16, 17) So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will 
spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and 
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked: 

 
The biggest of all these problems is that Laodicea doesn’t know their condition – they think they’re alright. But 
one of the problems with Laodicea is she is blind. Just like Jesus healed blind people both literally and spiritually 
while hear on earth, He wants to and can heal Laodicea of their blindness. 
 
What does it mean when it says Laodicea is blind? 
In 2 Peter 1 is mentioned character traits that make up the Christian. We can add virtue, knowledge, temperance, 
patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity (vs. 5-8). 
 
Then Peter makes a contrast between two groups: 

Group 1: (vs. 8) For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Group 2: (vs. 9) But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he 
was purged from his old sins. 
 

Group 2 is Laodicea. This must mean that we are lacking in virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, 
brotherly kindness, and charity. 
 
 
Matthew also defines for us on what it means to be blind. 
 

(Matthew 15:14 - speaking of the Pharisees) Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the 
blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. 

 
Also in Matthew 23 Jesus rebukes the Scribes and Pharisees and repeatedly calls them blind (vs. 16, 17, 19, 24, 26) 
 
So now we know that Laodicea has a Pharisee problem. In John 9 there’s an interesting story of the man blind 
from birth that was healed by Jesus. The conclusion of that story is very interesting. 
 

(John 9:39-41) And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see 
not might see; and that they which see might be made blind. 
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Why did this man see? Was it because his physical sight had been restored? No, it was because he had seen Jesus. 
In other words he had accepted the Messiah, whereas those who claimed they were waiting for the Messiah 
rejected him. Therefore those that saw were blind. It all depends on your relationship with whom? Jesus. Now 
notice what Jesus says to the Pharisees: 

 
40  And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, 
Are we blind also? 
41  Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; 
therefore your sin remaineth. 

 
 
The eyesalve is the answer? 

(Testimonies, vol. 4, pp. 88-89) The True Witness counsels us to buy of Him gold tried in the 
fire, white raiment, and eyesalve. The gold here recommended as having been tried in the 
fire is faith and love. It makes the heart rich; for it has been purged until it is pure, and the 
more it is tested the more brilliant is its luster. The white raiment is purity of character, the 
righteousness of Christ imparted to the sinner. This is indeed a garment of heavenly 
texture, that can be bought only of Christ for a life of willing obedience. The eyesalve is 
that wisdom and grace which enables us to discern between the evil and the good, and to 
detect sin under any guise. God has given His church eyes which He requires them to 
anoint with wisdom, that they may see clearly… 
 

What are the “eyes” of the church? Prophets in old times were called “seers” (1 Sam. 9:9). The prophets are the 
eyes of the church and their function is to keep the church on the straight and narrow path. But now notice what 
the Spirit of Prophecy continues saying: 
 

…but many would put out the eyes of the church if they could; for they would not have 
their deeds come to the light, lest they should be reproved. The divine eyesalve will impart 
clearness to the understanding. Christ is the depositary of all graces. He says: "Buy of Me." 

 
God has given us, in his mercy, even clearer revelation – the writings of the Spirit of Prophecy. If prophets are the 
eyes of the church and Laodicea is blind then this must mean that Laodicea rejects the prophet – makes it of none 
effect. Let us get back to our Bibles and the Spirit of Prophecy and accept what Jesus says through Ellen White – 
even if it steps on our toes. Jesus says… 
 

(Revelation 3:19) As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 
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