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SABBATH – Jesus, the Master Teacher 

(Memory Text) Luke 4:32 – “And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power.” 
 
The definition of “astonished” according to dictionary.com: 

to fill with sudden and overpowering surprise or wonder; amaze 
 
Why were the people astonished when Jesus taught? Jesus taught doctrine (Matt. 7:28; 22:33, Mark 1:22 using 
the word of God (Luke 4:4), as opposed to the Pharisees who were teaching tradition (Matt. 15:2, 3, 6, Mark 7:9, 
13). Christ quoted the Bible when giving an answer and not some philosopher. The word of God has power. 
 
Who else could be more qualified than Jesus to be the master teacher? He is the creator of all things. 
 

(Colossians 1:16, 17) For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him 
all things consist. 

 
(Hebrews 11:3) Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of 
God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. 

 
(John 1:1-3 – speaking of Jesus) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

 
If Jesus is the creator of all things, that means he must have understanding of all thing and therefore has perfect 
wisdom. 
 

(Revelation 5:6) And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and 
in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 

 
Jesus, the Lamb, has seven eyes. These obviously are not seven literal eyes. Eyes in the Bible are symbolic for 
wisdom and understanding. Here are several examples: 
 

(Psalm 19:8) The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of 
the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

The eyes mentioned here are used in a symbolic way. This is not speaking about literal light that comes to your 
eyes and helps you see physically. It says the commandment of the Lord enlightens the eyes, in other words they 
bring understanding and wisdom (spiritual light) to your mind. 
 

(Psalm 119:18) Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law. 
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Is this talking about opening the physical eyes or opening the spiritual eyes? It's talking about opening the spiritual 
eyes - understanding God's wisdom which is found in his law and his wondrous works. 
 
 
Notice how the words knowledge, wisdom, understanding, and even discretion are associated with the eyes: 

(Proverbs 3:19-21) The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he 
established the heavens. By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop 
down the dew. My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and 
discretion:  

What does it mean to not let these things depart from your eyes? It means to have wisdom and discretion. 
Discretion means to have the capacity to distinguish good and evil and right and wrong. 
 
 

(Ephesians 1:18) The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know 
what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
saints. 

The eyes are eyes of understanding. When you understand you are enlightened with the truth. 
 
The Little Horn power has “eyes”: 

(Daniel 7:8) ...and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man... 

If eyes represent wisdom and knowledge and spiritual discernment then this must mean that this Little Horn 
power, represented by the Roman Papacy, must depend upon what kind of knowledge and wisdom? It must be 
human knowledge and wisdom. This is known in the Bible as "the traditions of men". (Matt. 15:1-3; Mk. 7:1-9; 
Col. 2:8)  Traditions are man's made-up commandments that replace and make void God's commandments. 
Traditions are man's philosophy and deceit (rationalizing). 
 
Now we know that in Revelation 5:6, where it says Jesus has seven eyes, this means He not only has wisdom, but 
He has total and complete wisdom because the number seven indicates totality and completeness. 

SUNDAY – The Authority of Jesus 

This lesson seems to be connected to Sabbath’s lesson (“Jesus the Master Teacher”). Jesus has authority because 
he is the Creator of everything. Jesus spoke with authority because he knew the word and what it meant. We too 
can walk after this example. We must study our Bibles and know what we believe, and be able to convey it. We 
can speak with certainty and authority on God’s word. Yes, we have been given authority to preach the word. 
 

 (Matthew 28:18-20) And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world. Amen. 

 
Jesus, the master teacher that has THE authority, has given us charge to do the work of teaching everyone and 
baptizing them into the body of believers. And then he says he will be with us always until this work is finished. 
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Being authoritative is not being a “know it all,” or being cocky as some will say. It is being confident, not in our 
own selves and abilities, but being confident in the promise that the Holy Spirit has guided us into all truth and 
that we are being guided at all times by the Spirit of God when move forward to do Jesus’ command.. 
 

(Acts of the Apostles, p. 32)  During His ministry, Jesus had kept constantly before the 
disciples the fact that they were to be one with Him in His work for the recovery of the 
world from the slavery of sin. 

 
(Early Writings, p. 135) That the preaching of the gospel under this commission did not end 
with the primitive church is evident from the promise, “I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world.” He does not say, I am with you, apostles, everywhere, even to the ends 
of the earth; but I am with you always, to the end of the world, or age. It will not do to say 
that the Jewish age is meant, for that had already ended at the cross. I conclude, then, that 
the preaching and the belief of the primitive gospel will always be attended with the same 
spiritual aid. The apostles’ commission belonged to the Christian age, and embraced the 
whole of it. Consequently the gifts were lost only through apostasy, and will be revived 
with the revival of primitive faith and practice. 

 
(Evangelism, p. 15) To us also the commission is given. We are bidden to go forth as Christ’s 
messengers, to teach, instruct, and persuade men and women, to urge upon their attention 
the word of life. And to us also the assurance of Christ’s abiding presence is given. 
Whatever the difficulties with which we may have to contend, whatever the trials we may 
have to endure, the gracious promise is always ours, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.” 

 
The Pharisees had no authority because they shut out the light and substituted their own philosophies and 
traditions. We must be sure to teach all things Christ has commanded – not what man has commanded: 

(The Desire of Ages, p. 826)  In the commission to His disciples, Christ not only outlined 
their work, but gave them their message. Teach the people, He said, “to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you.” The disciples were to teach what Christ had taught. 
That which He had spoken, not only in person, but through all the prophets and teachers of 
the Old Testament, is here included. Human teaching is shut out. There is no place for 
tradition, for man’s theories and conclusions, or for church legislation. No laws ordained by 
ecclesiastical authority are included in the commission. None of these are Christ’s servants 
to teach. “The law and the prophets,” with the record of His own words and deeds, are the 
treasure committed to the disciples to be given to the world. Christ’s name is their 
watchword, their badge of distinction, their bond of union, the authority for their course of 
action, and the source of their success. Nothing that does not bear His superscription is to 
be recognized in His kingdom. 

 
(Acts of the Apostles, p. 68)  A “Thus saith the Lord” is not to be set aside for a “Thus saith 
the church” or a “Thus saith the state.” The crown of Christ is to be lifted above the 
diadems of earthly potentates. 

 
Recommended reading: The Desire of Ages, chapter 86, Go Teach All Nations 
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MONDAY – Christ’s Greatest Sermon 

As Moses was a type of Christ and received a law while on Mt. Sinai, Jesus interprets that law from a mount. 
 
There is so much that could be discussed here that we will only look at two verses from the Sermon on the Mount 
as found in Luke 6 and make a few observations: 
 

20 And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor: for yours is the 
kingdom of God. 

 

No doubt God’s heart goes out to those who are literally poor and destitute but here may be more of an emphasis 
on being spiritually poor. Laodicea is “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” (Rev. 3:17). Jesus 
is addressing those who realize their true condition before God and want to become closer to Him. This was very 
unlike the Pharisees of Christ’s day that saw themselves as one being worthy and better than the average person. 
 

21 Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep now: for 
ye shall laugh. 

 

Do we hunger after righteousness? Do we seek God’s robe of righteousness instead of our own? In Revelation 
12:1 the woman, which is the church, is clothed with the sun. It doesn’t say she is standing near the sun but is 
wearing the sun. The sun is a symbol for Jesus (Rev. 1:16, Matt. 17:2). In other words the woman is wearing Jesus 
– she has his righteousness on to cover her nakedness. The weeping is for our sins that put Jesus on the cross. 
 
Again, there is much to be discussed about the Sermon on the Mount. These are gems from the Savior and are for 
development of character to prepare us for heaven. 
 
The book Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing (by Ellen G. White) should be studied and read for a divine 
interpretation. 

TUESDAY – A NEW FAMILY 

The people of God, wherever they may be in the earth, should be one family. There was once upon a time when a 
Seventh-day Adventist could travel to the other side of the world and meet another Adventist and feel like you 
were in harmony with the person because, for the most part, they believed the same thing. To a very large degree 
these days are gone. Every wind of doctrine has entered in and is allowed to flourish even in the open pages of 
our major publications. This has brought great confusion and instability within the church. We can only be unified 
on truth. Any other unity is a false unity. 
 

(John 17:17) Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 
 

(1 Corinthians 1:10) Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.  

 
To be unified means to be of one mind in doctrine and judgment. 
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There is a reason the Women’s Ordination issue is here now – it is to divide God’s church even further. We are in 
a position at this point that no matter which the vote goes at the General Conference Session 2015 it will split the 
church even further. Next up, most likely, will be the LGBT issue after this vote. 
 

(Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 29, 30) God is leading a people out from 
the world upon the exalted platform of eternal truth, the commandments of God and the 
faith of Jesus. He will discipline and fit up His people. They will not be at variance, one 
believing one thing and another having faith and views entirely opposite, each moving 
independently of the body. Through the diversity of the gifts and governments that He has 
placed in the church, they will all come to the unity of the faith. If one man takes his views 
of Bible truth without regard to the opinion of his brethren, and justifies his course, alleging 
that he has a right to his own peculiar views, and then presses them upon others, how can 
he be fulfilling the prayer of Christ? And if another and still another arises, each asserting 
his right to believe and talk what he pleases without reference to the faith of the body, 
where will be that harmony which existed between Christ and His Father, and which Christ 
prayed might exist among His brethren? 
(p. 30) It is necessary that our unity today be of a character that will bear the test of trial.... 
We have many lessons to learn, and many, many to unlearn. God and heaven alone are 
infallible. Those who think that they will never have to give up a cherished view, never have 
occasion to change an opinion, will be disappointed. As long as we hold to our own ideas 
and opinions with determined persistency, we cannot have the unity for which Christ 
prayed. 

WEDNESDAY / THURSDAY – Love Defined: The Parable of the Good 

Samaritan (parts 1 and 2) 

Jesus is the Good Samaritan. Humanity had been “beaten-up” by Satan. Jesus did not leave us there to suffer and 
die. He came to our rescue, leaving heaven – his comfort zone – to dwell on this sin-filled earth. He got his hands 
“dirty” (as they say). He made it personal. He did all that He could do for our behalf so that we could be made 
whole and better. Likewise we should follow his example and get personal with others who are having a difficult 
time in whatever are of life.  
 
It’s interesting that the lawyer in the parable of the Good Samaritan asks the same question as the Rich Young 
Ruler (Matt. 19:16-26). They both wanted to know what to do to inherit eternal life. 
 
Note: A lawyer is one who is considered an expert in the writings of Moses. 
Jesus answered the Rich Young Ruler by stating “…if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” (Matt. 
19:17) and he told him… 
 
(Matthew 19:21) “If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 
 
So the answer to the Rich Young Ruler on the question of “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” is the following: 
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1. Keep the commandments 
2. Give to the poor (this would include helping the poor) 
3. Follow Jesus 

 
These are the three (main) things to do in order to be “perfect.” 
 
It is not just enough to keep the commandments and obey God in every particular. I suppose many will say to 
Jesus in that day “I didn’t steal, I didn’t kill, I didn’t worship other gods, I kept the right day holy, etc… And Jesus 
will say “You’re right – you didn’t steal, kill, worship other gods, and you kept the right day.” But then Jesus will 
say “But did you help anyone out? Did you care for the sick or needy?” 
 
When it comes to perfection we usually think only of ceasing from sin and not violating the Ten Commandments. 
This is only half of perfection. The other half is good works – helping others. Making the plight of others easier and 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked – this, along with obedience, is what it means to be “perfect” in the sight 
of God. In other words we have a faith that works by love. 
 

(Galatians 5:6) …but faith which worketh by love. 
 
(1 John 3:16-18) Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoso hath this world's good, and 
seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither in 
tongue; but in deed and in truth. 

 
Getting back to the lawyer in the parable of the Good Samaritan – he asked the same question and the answer 
from Jesus would not be any different. We are to help our fellow brethren “in deed and in truth.” 
 
Recommended reading: There is very good reading on this parable in The Desire of Ages, chapter 54, “The Good 
Samaritan,” and Christ’s Object Lessons, chapter 27, “Who is My Neighbor?”. 
 

(The Desire of Ages, p. 503) In the story of the Good Samaritan, Jesus gave a picture of 
Himself and His mission. Man had been deceived, bruised, robbed, and ruined by Satan, 
and left to perish; but the Saviour had compassion on our helpless condition. He left His 
glory, to come to our rescue. He found us ready to die, and He undertook our case. He 
healed our wounds. He covered us with His robe of righteousness. He opened to us a 
refuge of safety, and made complete provision for us at His own charges. He died to 
redeem us. Pointing to His own example, He says to His followers, "These things I command 
you, that ye love one another." "As I have loved you, that ye also love one another." John 
15:17; 13:34. 
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