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SABBATH – The Unlikely Missionary 

(Memory Text) Luke 4:27  -- “And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them 
was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.” 
 
The lesson this week deals with the healing of Naaman. This lesson also, like last week’s lesson on Abraham, is 
heavy on having a strong faith. The lesson also brings out that there are similarities Between Elisha and Jesus. This 
is because Elisha is a type of Christ. 
 
Here is what could be called a very “morbid” verse found in 2 Kings about the prophet Elisha: 
 

(2 Kings 13:20, 21) And Elisha died, and they buried him. And the bands of the Moabites 
invaded the land at the coming in of the year. And it came to pass, as they were burying a 
man, that, behold, they spied a band of men; and they cast the man into the sepulchre of 
Elisha: and when the man was let down, and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, and 
stood up on his feet. 

 
Do bones resurrect dead people? This story can kind of sound like some sort of magic. How is it that when a dead 
body touches the bones of Elisha that suddenly it comes forth to life? Simply because Elisha is a type of Jesus. 
 
How can we know this - that Elisha was a type of Christ? Simply because Elisha is preceded by Elijah, and in the 
Bible Elijah always prepares the way for someone after him. Many of the miracles that Elisha performed are 
identical to the miracles that Jesus performed. Elisha is a type of Christ. John the Baptist prepared the way for 
Jesus just as Elijah prepared the way for Elisha. 
 
The lesson in this story of Elisha's bones reviving a dead man is that through contact with the death of Christ, as 
seen in figure in this story, we receive life. Through the death of Jesus we receive life. 
 
Incidentally Elijah prepared Israel for the great reformation that took place during the period of Elisha. And Jesus, 
his way was prepared by John the Baptist. 
 
What about at the end of time, just before the Second Coming of Christ? Is there going to be another end-time 
Elijah?  Yes there is and it's not a single person but a movement (a bunch of people). The reason we can know this 
is because the Bible says the message of Elijah goes to every nation, kindred, tongue and people. Do we think one 
person can do that? 
 
Elijah the person does not represent another person at the end of time - the person of Elijah represents a 
worldwide movement. And the purpose of this final Elijah movement will have the purpose of preparing the world 
for the Second Coming of Jesus. 
 
 

http://www.metromenspm.com/


 

 
 

Metro New York World Ministry – http://www.metromenspm.com/ Page 2 

SUNDAY – He Had It All…But 

(2 Kings 5:1) Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his 
master, and honourable, because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria: he was 
also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. 

 
As the lesson says – Naaman had it all. He was very prominent but he had the most dreaded disease – leprosy. 
 
Each of us, when we accept Jesus into our life, we really have it all. But when we allow “leprosy,” which 
represents sin, into our body temples, we jeopardize everything with God. God does not tolerate sin. Yes, God is 
merciful but He is also just. 
 

(Exodus 34, 6, 7) The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in 
goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; 

 
As many in the Bible were healed because of their faith in Jesus to cleanse the body of something like leprosy, we 
must believe (have faith) that when we repent, confess and forsake our sins (spiritual leprosy), that Jesus has 
indeed forgiven us. 
 

(1 John 1:9) If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

We must believe it is done. 
 
(Matthew 9:29) According to your faith be it unto you. 

 

MONDAY – An Unlikely Witness 

We sometimes know not when we are fulfilling God’s plans. Such is the case of the captive slave girl. Her 
unshakable faith, amid the circumstances and trials she had endured, gave a powerful testimony for the Lord. 
 
Prophets and Kings points out that she had a faithful home training during her childhood years and this fitted her, 
prepared her for a work such as this. 
 

(Prophets and Kings, p. 246) The parents of that Hebrew maid, as they taught her of God, 
did not know the destiny that would be hers. But they were faithful to their trust; and in 
the home of the captain of the Syrian host, their child bore witness to the God whom she 
had learned to honor. 

 
Think about this: What if this child had two mommies or two daddies (as is becoming popular today)? How 
important and vital it is for children to have a mom and a dad, two active and caring parents dedicated to the 
Lord. 
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(Prophets and Kings, p. 245) There is no higher trust than that committed to fathers and 
mothers in the care and training of their children. Parents have to do with the very 
foundations of habit and character. By their example and teaching the future of their 
children is largely decided. 
Happy are the parents whose lives are a true reflection of the divine, so that the promises 
and commands of God awaken in the child gratitude and reverence; the parents whose 
tenderness and justice and long-suffering interpret to the child the love and justice and 
long-suffering of God, and who by teaching the child to love and trust and obey them, are 
teaching him to love and trust and obey his Father in heaven. Parents who impart to the 
child such a gift have endowed him with a treasure more precious than the wealth of all the 
ages, a treasure as enduring as eternity. 
We know not in what line our children may be called to serve. They may spend their lives 
within the circle of the home; they may engage in life’s common vocations, or go as 
teachers of the gospel to heathen lands; but all are alike called to be missionaries for God, 
ministers of mercy to the world. They are to obtain an education that will help them to 
stand by the side of Christ in unselfish service. 

 
And who says women don’t have major roles to play in working for God? 
 
Recommended reading: Prophets and Kings, chapter 20, “Naaman” 

TUESDAY – Elisha, the Prophet 

Prophets and Kings, chapter 17, The Call of Elisha, is essential reading for this lesson. 
 
One of the main themes that stand out is Elijah’s faith – his faithfulness in little thing. This prepared him for a 
much weightier responsibility and work. 
 

(Prophets and Kings, p. 218) By faithfulness in little things, Elisha was preparing for 
weightier trusts. Day by day, through practical experience, he gained a fitness for a 
broader, higher work. He learned to serve; and in learning this, he learned also how to 
instruct and lead. The lesson is for all. None can know what may be God’s purpose in His 
discipline; but all may be certain that faithfulness in little things is the evidence of fitness 
for greater responsibilities. Every act of life is a revelation of character, and he only who in 
small duties proves himself “a workman that needeth not to be ashamed” can be honored 
by God with higher service. 2 Timothy 2:15 

 
Another lesson to learn is that we must be willing to step aside, if the Lord wills it, and allow for others to 
continue the work that we may have started. This is a tremendous lesson. 
 

(Prophets and Kings, p. 228) When the Lord in His providence sees fit to remove from His 
work those to whom He has given wisdom, He helps and strengthens their successors, if 
they will look to Him for aid and will walk in His ways. They may be even wiser than their 
predecessors; for they may profit by their experience and learn wisdom from their 
mistakes. {PK 228.3} 
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Henceforth Elisha stood in Elijah’s place. He who had been faithful in that which was least 
was to prove himself faithful also in much 

 

WEDNESDAY – The Healing of Naaman 

Again, faith is the key. 
 

(Prophets and Kings, p. 246) Naaman had expected to see some wonderful manifestation of 
power from heaven…. [But] When told to wash in the Jordan, his pride was touched, and in 
mortification and disappointment he exclaimed, “Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean?” “So 
he turned and went away in a rage.” 

 
Sometimes God’s ways are so simplistic that we don’t believe. Sometimes they just seem to make no sense to us. I 
heard the late Joe Crews once say “God says what he means, and means what he says.” 
 
As we’ve been reading, we must learn to do what God says without questions and hesitations. This is the kind of 
faith that will see us through Jacob’s time of trouble. 
 

(Prophets and Kings, p. 249) The proud spirit of Naaman rebelled against following the 
course outlined by Elisha…. But it was only through following the specific directions of the 
prophet that he could find healing. Willing obedience alone would bring the desired 
result. 

 
(Testimonies, vol. 4, 251) If the believers in the truth are not sustained by their faith in 
these comparatively peaceful days, what will uphold them when the grand test comes and 
the decree goes forth against all those who will not worship the image of the beast and 
receive his mark in their foreheads or in their hands? This solemn period is not far off. 
Instead of becoming weak and irresolute, the people of God should be gathering strength 
and courage for the time of trouble. 

 

THURSDAY – A New Believer 

As Naaman was healed of leprosy this brought him to believe on the God of Israel. Thus it is now and will be until 
the end of time. We have a health message, an entering wedge, which we are to use to bring people to believe in 
the God of Israel. 
 

(A Call to Medical Evangelism and Health Education, p. 7) I can see in the Lord’s 
providences that the medical missionary work is to be a great entering wedge, whereby the 
diseased soul may be reached. 

 
The medical missionary work will lead people to accept truth 
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(Evangelism, p. 513) Nothing will open doors for the truth like evangelistic medical 
missionary work. This will find access to hearts and minds, and will be a means of 
converting many to the truth. 

 
Including the third angel’s message 

(Counsels on Diet and Foods, p. 76) Much of the prejudice that prevents the truth of the 
third angel’s message from reaching the hearts of the people, might be removed if more 
attention were given to health reform. When people become interested in this subject, the 
way is often prepared for the entrance of other truths. If they see that we are intelligent 
with regard to health, they will be more ready to believe that we are sound in Bible 
doctrines. 

 
Medical missionary work to be the last line of ministerial work 

(Evangelism, p. 523) I wish to tell you that soon there will be no work done in ministerial 
lines but medical missionary work. The work of a minister is to minister. Our ministers are 
to work on the gospel plan of ministering....  
You will never be ministers after the gospel order till you show a decided interest in 
medical missionary work, the gospel of healing and blessing and strengthening....  

 
Many (most) of us have neglected this work. Now is the time to engage in the training/learning of this work like 
never before. 
 
A friend of mine who works for a medical evangelism ministry said to me that the health message is pretty much 
the only thing that would work to get a Jew, Muslim, and a Christian to sit together at a table. Everyone, 
regardless of race, nationality, or religion wants to be healthy.  
 
We have the health message to give to the world – nothing excels it. But we’ve turned our back on it to partner 
with the White House and about 50 other churches to promote the White House/Michelle Obama’s health 
initiative Let’s Move. How have we become the tail instead of the head in health matters? While this initiative is 
good – we are not to partner with those outside of our faith – let alone the government. Isn’t this what makes the 
great whore of Revelation 17 a whore – by mixing with the kings of the earth? Isn’t this what made ancient Israel 
(God’s chosen people) a whore in Ezekiel 16? Let us be ever careful. 
 
Recommended reading from the Spirit of Prophecy: 

1. Evangelism – Section 16---Medical Evangelism 
2. A Call to Medical Evangelism and Health Education (a 75 page book) 
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