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SABBATH – The Unlikely Missionary 

(Memory Text) Acts 10:34, 35 -- “Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no 
respecter of persons: But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.” 
 
The story of Jonah gives us an illustration of what God’s people are commanded to do: take the message of God 
to every different country, every different people, and every different language of the entire globe. 
 

(Matthew 24:14) And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.  
 
(Matthew 28:19) Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  
 
(Revelation 14:6) And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, 
and tongue, and people, 

 
(Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 438) Through the prophet Isaiah is given the promise, “Thy 
righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord shall be thy rearward.” Isaiah 58:8. 
It is the righteousness of Christ that goes before us, and this is the glory of the Lord which is 
to be our rearward. Ye churches of the living God, study this promise, and consider how 
your lack of faith, of spirituality, of divine power, is hindering the coming of the kingdom of 
God. If you would go forth to do Christ’s work, angels of God would open the way before 
you, preparing hearts to receive the gospel. Were every one of you a living missionary, the 
message for this time would speedily be proclaimed in all countries, to every people and 
nation and tongue. This is the work that must be done before Christ shall come in power 
and great glory. I call upon the church to pray earnestly that you may understand your 
responsibilities. Are you individually laborers together with God? If not, why not? When 
do you mean to do your heaven-appointed work? 

 
 

SUNDAY – The Flawed Prophet 

Jonah, like others in the Bible, is a helpless human being of himself, therefore, even though a prophet, are assailed 
by temptation and have character flaws. God will use such people as long as they are, as the lesson points out, 
sincere and teachable, as long as God is able to mold them into his character. 
 
Speaking of God’s people – Israel: 

(Isaiah 64:8) But now, O Lord, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and 
we all are the work of thy hand. 
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How many of us, whether we are a minister or a lay person, are reluctant, for whatever reason, to preach the 
message that we have been directly commanded by God to preach? We are essentially the Jonah’s of this present 
time. 
 

(The Great Controversy, p. 406) When Jonah proclaimed in the streets of Nineveh that 
within forty days the city would be overthrown, the Lord accepted the humiliation of the 
Ninevites and extended their period of probation; yet the message of Jonah was sent of 
God, and Nineveh was tested according to His will. Adventists believed that in like manner 
God had led them to give the warning of the judgment. “It has,” they declared, “tested the 
hearts of all who heard it, and awakened a love for the Lord’s appearing; or it has called 
forth a hatred, more or less perceivable, but known to God, of His coming. 

 
How many of us (pastors/leaders of our churches and lay people) are giving the judgment hour cry message to the 
world? Notice it is to be given to the world – not necessarily the church members (as we know it). You can rest 
assure if the judgment hour cry is absent from the pulpits and our publications it is not being proclaimed to the 
people outside of the church. A very large number of Adventists are ashamed of this message and don’t believe it 
anymore. There are reasons galore for this. The church has become like Jonah in this sense. 
 
We have been “conditioned” to believe that the Three Angel’s Messages are “bad” or not necessary anymore. A 
few years ago an evangelist came to one of the local churches to give a seminar. He was, at the time, the 
Ministerial Director of a conference. He announced on the first meeting that he likes to preach the first angel and 
that he doesn’t like to preach the “bad stuff” which he described as being the third angel. He used the phrase 
“bad stuff” when referring to that message. 
 
Another local pastor just very recently said during the Sabbath morning sermon that “there is no compassion in 
those angels flying in heaven.” 
 
Sadly and amazingly, there were many “Amen!” to both of these preacher’s comments. But how is it with you and 
me? Are we allowing ourselves to be carefully swayed into thinking we can’t tell people about the three angel’s 
messages because it is too strong? Or do we think it is a hateful message because it points out specific bodies of 
churches and their apostasies? Will we listen to human reasoning or will we obey God and his perfect wisdom? 
 

(The Great Controversy, p. 403) Some who had been very confident were so deeply 
wounded in their pride that they felt like fleeing from the world. Like Jonah, they 
complained of God, and chose death rather than life. Those who had based their faith upon 
the opinions of others, and not upon the word of God, were now as ready again to change 
their views. The scoffers won the weak and cowardly to their ranks, and all these united in 
declaring that there could be no more fears or expectations now. The time had passed, the 
Lord had not come, and the world might remain the same for thousands of years. 

 
Now read the following statement slowly and carefully: 

(Evangelism, pp. 119-120) In a special sense Seventh-day Adventists have been set in the 
world as watchmen and light-bearers. To them has been entrusted the last warning for a 
perishing world. On them is shining wonderful light from the Word of God. They have been 
given a work of the most solemn import,—the proclamation of the first, second, and third 
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angels’ messages. There is no other work of so great importance. They are to allow nothing 
else to absorb their attention.  
The most solemn truths ever entrusted to mortals have been given us to proclaim to the 
world. The proclamation of these truths is to be our work. The world is to be warned, and 
God’s people are to be true to the trust committed to them....  
Shall we wait until God’s judgments fall upon the transgressor before we tell him how to 
avoid them? Where is our faith in the Word of God? Must we see things foretold come to 
pass before we will believe what He has said? In clear, distinct rays light has come to us, 
showing us that the great day of the Lord is near at hand, “even at the door.” 

 
When reading the above statement and then comparing it with what we generally hear from many pastors – it’s 
not matching up at all. The Three Angel’s Messages are the love of God. 
 

(VSS, 325) The present truth, the special message given to our world, even the third angel’s 
message, comprehends a vast field, containing heavenly treasures. No one can be 
excusable who says, “I will no longer have anything to do with these special messages; I will 
preach Christ.” No one can preach Christ, and present the truth as it is in Jesus, unless he 
presents the truths that are to come before the people at the present time, when such 
important developments are taking place. 

 
 
What is the purpose of the Latter Rain? 

(EW, 71)  I saw that many were neglecting the preparation so needful and were looking to 
the time of “refreshing” and the “latter rain” to fit them to stand in the day of the Lord and 
to live in His sight. Oh, how many I saw in the time of trouble without a shelter! They had 
neglected the needful preparation; therefore they could not receive the refreshing that all 
must have to fit them to live in the sight of a holy God. 

 
(EW, 85)  At that time the “latter rain,” or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, will 
come, to give power to the loud voice of the third angel, and prepare the saints to stand in 
the period when the seven last plagues shall be poured out. (also LDE, 186) 

 
The purpose of the latter rain is to give power to the proclaiming of the Third Angel’s message. If you, or me, or 
any preacher refuses to preach it now – why would we even dare to think God would trust us with full measure of 
the Holy Spirit at this time. The truth is – He will not because we have proven ourselves unfaithful to the calling 
and mission. 
 
We need not to have the attitude that Jonah had at first. Let us go forward with the truth, the whole mission – 
without man’s wisdom attached to it and influencing it. 
 

(Historical Sketches of the Foreign Missions of the Seventh-day Adventists, p. 197)  We 
cannot purchase peace or unity by sacrificing the truth. The conflict may be long and 
painful, but at any cost we must hold fast to the Word of God. 
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MONDAY – An Early Missionary 

Jonah was given orders to go and preach a particular message to a particular place. Nineveh became so wicked 
that Jonah was tempted to question the call of the Lord. 
 

(Prophets and Kings, p. 266) As the prophet thought of the difficulties and seeming 
impossibilities of this commission, he was tempted to question the wisdom of the call. 
From a human viewpoint it seemed as if nothing could be gained by proclaiming such a 
message in that proud city. 

 
Haven’t we come up with all kinds of reasoning as to why we should approach people with any other Biblical 
message except the Three Angel’s Messages?  
 
God has called us to be missionaries. No one is exempt. We all have family, friends and neighbors that need to 
hear the message the Lord has commanded us to give. 
 
 

TUESDAY – In the Belly of the Big Fish 

How many of us believe that Jonah was actually in the belly of a fish for three days and nights - and living? I’ve 
come across some Adventists that are embarrassed to believe and would never admit something like this in a 
public forum and then they try to spiritualize this away as though it didn’t really happen. 
 
Jesus believed the story as a literal happening when he said: 
 

(Matthew 12:40, 41) For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so 
shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of 
Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they 
repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. 

 
God allows trials and tribulations to come upon us in hopes it will wake us up and we cry out to him. He will be 
there for us. He does this so we can become good soldiers for the Lord and do his will. 
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WEDNESDAY – The Nineveh Generation 

The events surrounding the city of Nineveh and its inhabitants are a type of the end times. Here are a few 
parallels. 
 

It was a very wicked and corrupt city 

(Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 265) In the time of its temporal prosperity Nineveh 
was a center of crime and wickedness. Inspiration has characterized it as “the 
bloody city, ... full of lies and robbery.” In figurative language the prophet Nahum 
compared the Ninevites to a cruel, ravenous lion. “Upon whom,” he inquired, 
“hath not thy wickedness passed continually?” Nahum 3:1, 19 

 
Jesus said at his coming the world would be like it was in the days of Noah (Matt. 24:37). Mankind in 
Noah’s day was wicked, evil and corrupt and they were filled with violence (Gen. 6:5, 11).  

God commanded Jonah to go and give a message of warning to the inhabitants of the city. We are 
commanded by God to give a message of warning to the inhabitants of the world in the Three Angel’s 
Messages of Revelation 14:6-12. 

Jonah refused to give the message commanded him by God just as the Seventh-day Adventist Church (in 
general) is not giving the message to the world. If we think otherwise consider the following: the church 
is a type of Elijah and his work in the end times. Whenever Elijah emerged in the open his enemies were 
there too ready to kill him. Jezebel wanted him dead because of his message. There is absolutely no 
persecution from the anti-type Jezebel – the Papacy, towards the Seventh-day Adventist Church. This is 
the proof that we are not proclaiming the message of Revelation 14, because if we were it would anger 
the enemies of end-time Elijah. 

Natural disasters prepare people to receive the message 

(Jonah 1:4, 5) The Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty 
tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. Then the mariners 
were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were 
in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them.  

 
Just consider all the terrible and sometimes unexplainable natural disasters that are happening today. 
They are increasing with intensity. God is allowing these things to awaken people so they will be ready 
to receive the message of the Three Angel’s Messages. 
 

(Prophets and Kings, p. 277) The time is at hand when there will be sorrow in the 
world that no human balm can heal. The Spirit of God is being withdrawn. 
Disasters by sea and by land follow one another in quick succession. How 
frequently we hear of earthquakes and tornadoes, of destruction by fire and 
flood, with great loss of life and property! Apparently these calamities are 
capricious outbreaks of disorganized, unregulated forces of nature, wholly 
beyond the control of man; but in them all, God’s purpose may be read. They 
are among the agencies by which He seeks to arouse men and women to a 
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sense of their danger. 

While God is preparing Nineveh for the message – Jonah is asleep 

(Jonah 1:5) Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and 
cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But 
Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. 

 
The Seventh-day Adventist Church is fast asleep too 

(Matthew 25:5) While the bridegroom tarried, they all (the church) slumbered 
and slept. 

Jonah eventually awakened and had faith in God and his message and did what God instructed him 

(Prophets and Kings, p. 274) Yet in the hour of Jonah’s despair the Lord did not 
desert him. Through a series of trials and strange providences, the prophet’s 
confidence in God and in His infinite power to save was to be revived. 

 
Some/many in the church will awaken (and are now being awakened) and will give the message before 
it’s too late. See Rev. 14:6-12; 18:1-5. 

 
We can also add to this list the fact that the city was spared the judgments of God because Jonah obeyed the Lord 
and gave the warning undiluted. Imagine if Jonah never gave the message. The people of Nineveh would have 
never repented and the judgments of God would have fallen on them but their blood would have been on the 
hands of Jonah. 
 

(Ezekiel 33:6) But if the watchman see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the 
people be not warned; if the sword come, and take any person from among them, he is 
taken away in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at the watchman's hand. 

 
How many people will suffer the seven last plagues because you dear reader won’t tell them the message that 
God commanded you to give? 
 

(Prophets and Kings, p. 274) The lesson is for God’s messengers today, when the cities of 
the nations are as verily in need of a knowledge of the attributes and purposes of the true 
God as were the Ninevites of old. Christ’s ambassadors are to point men to the nobler 
world, which has largely been lost sight of. According to the teaching of the Holy Scriptures, 
the only city that will endure is the city whose builder and maker is God. With the eye of 
faith man may behold the threshold of heaven, flushed with God’s living glory. Through His 
ministering servants the Lord Jesus is calling upon men to strive with sanctified ambition to 
secure the immortal inheritance. He urges them to lay up treasure beside the throne of 
God. 
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THURSDAY – Jonah’s Lament 

Cry out to God and he will pardon us now for our unfaithfulness in not proclaiming his message. But asking is not 
enough as “faith without works is dead” (James 2:26) – let us spring to action.  
 

(1 John 3:18) My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and 
in truth. 

 
(General Conference Bulletin, April 10, 1901, par. 27) God calls upon us to take hold of his 
work intelligently, and I hope that a beginning is to be made at this meeting. Remember 
that Battle Creek is not the whole world. No, indeed. We have a world to save, and upon 
every one of us rests a most solemn responsibility. Let us stand in the counsel of God, in 
our lot and place, ready to help wherever help is needed….God wants you to get to work.  

 
We will lament when probation closes and we have been found wanting. all of our unfaithfulness will come back 
to mock us at this time.  
 
The parable of the talent gives us insight in this manner. Every one of us has at least one talent. If we don’t use 
that talent the Lord will take it away from us and pronounce these words on us: 
 

(Matthew 25:30) And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.metromenspm.com/

