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SABBATH – Cross-Cultural Missions 

(Memory Text) Matthew 12:18 “Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well 
pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles.” 
 
Jesus’ primary focus was on the Jewish nation – the Jewish people. But Jesus was not exclusive to ministering to 
Jews only as He ministered to others. While we are all basically the same we are however in different “cultures.” 
Some us were born into well-off families and have many things while others could have been born in very poor 
situations or middle-class families. The environment we are brought up in gives us, many times, advantages. We 
can more easily minister to our communities because we have been part of that community. Sometimes it would 
be difficult (but not impossible) for a very wealth person to go into a ghetto and do missions, and vice-versa. We 
all have a work to do and we can start in our own communities and environments. 
 
But definitely, like Jesus, we will have our opportunities where we will be challenged and have to step out of our 
“comfort zones” and minister to those who are “strangers” and “foreign” to us. 

SUNDAY – The Samaritan Woman 

We can learn how to witness and do mission when we study this story. 
 
The Jews did not associate with the Samaritans as they looked down upon them. Jesus is thirsty and in need of a 
drink as it was noon time (the sixth hour of the day), and being a very hot part of the day, but yet he has a desire 
for something more to satisfy his thirst. 
 

(Nehemiah 9:6) Thou, even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of 
heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all that 
is therein, and thou preservest them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee. 

 
Jesus, who made everything including the waters of the earth, could have instantly brought forth Himself 
something to drink. If He had he would not have the opportunity He has with the Samaritan woman. 
 
Jesus used tactful methods to reach the lost 

(The Desire of Ages, pp. 183-184) A woman of Samaria approached, and seeming 
unconscious of His presence, filled her pitcher with water. As she turned to go away, Jesus 
asked her for a drink. Such a favor no Oriental would withhold. In the East, water was 
called “the gift of God.” To offer a drink to the thirsty traveler was held to be a duty so 
sacred that the Arabs of the desert would go out of their way in order to perform it. The 
hatred between Jews and Samaritans prevented the woman from offering a kindness to 
Jesus; but the Saviour was seeking to find the key to this heart, and with the tact born of 
divine love, He asked, not offered, a favor. The offer of a kindness might have been 
rejected; but trust awakens trust. The King of heaven came to this outcast soul, asking a 
service at her hands. He who made the ocean, who controls the waters of the great deep, 
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who opened the springs and channels of the earth, rested from His weariness at Jacob’s 
well, and was dependent upon a stranger’s kindness for even the gift of a drink of water. 

 
Broken cisterns vs. Jesus the fountain of water 

(Jeremiah 2:13, 18-19) For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the 
fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water. 

Jesus is the living waters and Israel has forsaken him and they have started drinking out of other 
fountains – broken cisterns. In other words they were going to the other nations/religion for their 
wisdom in religious matters instead of inquiring of the prophets of God and His Word. 

18 And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor? or what 
hast thou to do in the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of the river? 
19 Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove thee: know 
therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy 
God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord God of hosts. 

It is important to point out that to go to other sources other than God and his appointed agencies we are 
backsliding, it is wickedness, it is an evil thing, and it forsaking the Lord. 
 
How many of us are doing this very thing? We read authors like Rick Warren (Saddleback Church), Phillip Yancy, 
T.D. Jakes, Bill Hybels (Willow Creek), Joel Osteen, and others. Our church has sent over 1000 of our pastors to the 
Willow Creek Community Church for training, but yet the Bible says we forsake the Lord when we do these things. 
We are drinking out of broken cisterns. 
 
The Danger of listening to those who are in darkness 

(Review and Herald, March 12, 1908, par. 1) The Lord says to us, Seventh-day Adventists 
are not to place themselves under the counsel and instruction of teachers who know not 
the truth for this time. The molding and fashioning of minds should not be left to men who 
have not comprehend the importance of a preparation for that life which measures with 
the life of God. 

 
Any new light will not come from Babylon 

(Early Writings, p. 124-125) If God has any new light to communicate, He will let His 
chosen and beloved understand it, without their going to have their minds enlightened 
by hearing those who are in darkness and error. 

Note: “The Protestant churches are in great darkness…” (GC, 565) 

I was shown the necessity of those who believe that we are having the last message of 
mercy, being separate from those who are daily imbibing new errors. I saw that neither 
young nor old should attend their meetings; for it is wrong to thus encourage them while 
they teach error that is a deadly poison to the soul and teach for doctrines the 
commandments of men. The influence of such gatherings is not good. If God has delivered 
us from such darkness and error, we should stand fast in the liberty wherewith He has set 
us free and rejoice in the truth. God is displeased with us when we go to listen to error, 
without being obliged to go; for unless He sends us to those meetings where error is 
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forced home to the people by the power of the will, He will not keep us. The angels cease 
their watchful care over us, and we are left to the buffetings of the enemy, to be 
darkened and weakened by him and the power of his evil angels; and the light around us 
becomes contaminated with the darkness. 
I saw that we have no time to throw away in listening to fables. Our minds should not be 
thus diverted, but should be occupied with the present truth, and seeking wisdom that we 
may obtain a more thorough knowledge of our position, that with meekness we may be 
able to give a reason of our hope from the Scriptures. While false doctrines and dangerous 
errors are pressed upon the mind, it cannot be dwelling upon the truth which is to fit and 
prepare the house of Israel to stand in the day of the Lord. 

 
We have the fullest understanding of the gospel – why would we go to another group, another church to learn 
when they themselves don’t understand any of the prophecies of the Bible, righteousness by faith, they don’t 
believe in victory over sin, and they are following the Sun-day. We’re not acting like we’re better – these are just 
the facts. 
 
Jesus needed the Samaritan woman to recognize her sin and a need of a Saviour. 

(The Desire of Ages, p. 187) Jesus now abruptly turned the conversation. Before this soul 
could receive the gift He longed to bestow, she must be brought to recognize her sin and 
her Saviour. He “saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither.” She answered, “I 
have no husband.” Thus she hoped to prevent all questioning in that direction. But the 
Saviour continued, “Thou hast well said, I have no husband: for thou hast had five 
husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly.” 

 
The woman has had five husbands and Jesus, while not attacking and condemning her for this sin because that 
would have closed her heart to anything further He would have said, is leading her to dwell on this point and 
convict her mind that she has sinned. 
 
We need not attack and condemn someone of their sins when we come into contact with people. There are 
tactful ways to get the person to realize they need a Saviour who can forgive them. All we need is to study the 
Pattern. 
 
The result of tactful soul winning: 

(The Desire of Ages, pp. 189-190)  As the woman talked with Jesus, she was impressed with 
His words. Never had she heard such sentiments from the priests of her own people or 
from the Jews. As the past of her life had been spread out before her, she had been made 
sensible of her great want. She realized her soul thirst, which the waters of the well of 
Sychar could never satisfy. Nothing that had hitherto come in contact with her had so 
awakened her to a higher need. Jesus had convinced her that He read the secrets of her 
life; yet she felt that He was her friend, pitying and loving her. While the very purity of His 
presence condemned her sin, He had spoken no word of denunciation, but had told her 
of His grace, that could renew the soul. She began to have some conviction of His 
character. The question arose in her mind, Might not this be the long-looked-for Messiah? 
She said to Him, “I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when He is come, He 
will tell us all things.” Jesus answered, “I that speak unto thee am He.” 
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As the woman heard these words, faith sprang up in her heart. She accepted the 
wonderful announcement from the lips of the divine Teacher. 

 
The water that Jesus gives 

(John 4:13) Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst 
again: 

(The Desire of Ages, p. 190) Light was already flashing into her mind. The water of life, the 
spiritual life which Christ gives to every thirsty soul, had begun to spring up in her heart. 
The Spirit of the Lord was working with her. 

 
The Samaritan woman first saw Jesus as just a Jewish man, but then as a prophet (John 4:19), and then as the 
Messiah (vs. 28, 29). She accepted Jesus as the Messiah.  
 
There is a great lesson in this besides the tactful ways in which Jesus brought this woman to salvation. The lesson 
is that we can (and must) witness to those whom we think are not worthy or those whom we think they just 
wouldn’t be interested. 
 
The actions and result of one converted soul 

(John 4:28-30) The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and 
saith to the men, 

As soon as she met the Saviour she couldn’t wait to tell everyone in her city. 

29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ? 
30 Then they went out of the city, and came unto him. 

 
(The Desire of Ages, p. 191) The woman had been filled with joy as she listened to Christ’s 
words. The wonderful revelation was almost overpowering. Leaving her waterpot, she 
returned to the city, to carry the message to others…. With heart overflowing with 
gladness, she hastened on her way, to impart to others the precious light she had received. 

 
In other words what she received (the Living Waters of Jesus) she could not wait to impart to others. Now, the 
people of the city, the Samaritans, came unto Jesus. And what is the result? 
 

(John 4:39-41) And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of 
the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did. 
40 So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would tarry 
with them: and he abode there two days. 
41 And many more believed because of his own word; 

 
This lady was immoral and many knew it – why did they listen to her now? 

(The Desire of Ages, p. 193)  Her words touched their hearts. There was a new expression 
on her face, a change in her whole appearance. They were interested to see Jesus. 
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In other words she became a new creature. 

(2 Corinthians 5:17) Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

 
Are we excited about Jesus and his message of living water and the bread of life? 

(Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 27) The message of Revelation 14 is the message that we are to bear 
to the world. It is the bread of life for these last days. Millions of human beings are 
perishing in ignorance and iniquity. But many of those to whom God has committed the 
stores of life look upon these souls with indifference. Many forget that to them has been 
entrusted the bread of life for those starving for salvation. 

 
Many of us present these messages with no life as if they have no meaning or urgency. We must not present the 
message in a dull and listless way. 
 
Summary: Look at what one converted soul can do. She brought many to Christ from a city/people that the Jews 
(and the disciples themselves) would not bother with and avoided. Jesus knows the value of one soul.  

(SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p. 1165) The souls of those whom we desire to save are like 
the representation which Ezekiel saw in vision,--a valley of dry bones. They are dead in 
trespasses and sins, but God would have us deal with them as though they were living… To 
all appearance there is nothing to lead us to hope for their restoration. Yet nevertheless the 
word of the prophecy must be spoken even to those who are like the dry bones in the 
valley. We are in no wise to be deterred from fulfilling our commission by the listlessness, 
the dullness, the lack of spiritual perception, in those upon whom the Word of God is 
brought to bear. We are to preach the word of life to those whom we may judge to be as 
hopeless subjects as though they were in their graves. 
 
(Christian Service, p. 97) The Samaritan woman who talked with Jesus at Jacob’s well had 
no sooner found the Saviour than she brought others to Him. She proved herself a more 
effective missionary than His own disciples. The disciples saw nothing in Samaria to indicate 
that it was an encouraging field. Their thoughts were fixed upon a great work to be done in 
the future. They did not see that right around them was a harvest to be gathered. But 
through the woman whom they despised a whole city full were brought to hear Jesus. She 
carried the light at once to her countrymen. This woman represents the working of a 
practical faith in Christ. 

 
Let us not ever look upon any person (or group) as though they are not worthy. And how will we share Jesus, the 
Living Fountain of Water, with people when we have not drank from His well? 
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MONDAY – The Roman Army Officer 

This lesson is about very great faith. The Roman Officer wanted his servant who was very sick at his home healed. 
Jesus was ready to go to this man’s house and heal the servant but the officer felt that he was too lowly that Jesus 
should come into his house. 
 
The centurion had such great faith in Jesus’ ability to heal his servant that he knew if he would just say the word 
and his servant would be healed from afar. Jesus reply was this: 
 

(Matthew 8:10) When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I 
say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 

 
And he was healed 

(Luke 7:10) And they that were sent, returning to the house, found the servant whole that 
had been sick. 

 
Jesus’ own people had not the faith of this Roman Army Officer. This shows us that other people, who may not be 
a Seventh-day Adventist, and may not know the truth that we do, can have a much greater faith than we do. 
 

(Counsels on Sabbath School Work, p. 85) There are many true Christians not of our faith, 
with whom we come in contact, who live according to the best light that they have, and 
they are in greater favor with God than are those who have greater light but who have not 
improved it by showing corresponding works.  
 
(The Great Controversy, p. 382) Furthermore, in the eighteenth chapter of the Revelation, 
in a message which is yet future, the people of God are called upon to come out of Babylon. 
According to this scripture, many of God’s people must still be in Babylon. And in what 
religious bodies are the greater part of the followers of Christ now to be found? Without 
doubt, in the various churches professing the Protestant faith. 

TUESDAY – Dealing with Demons 

Speaking of the possessed man…  

(Luke 8:29) …and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands, 
and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.) 

 
When we apply this story we see the chains represent our sins. We are possessed of the Devil in the sense that we 
are in bondage to sin. Jesus came to break those chains of sin and bondage. 
 

(Isaiah 61:1) The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 

 
And when Jesus cleanses us of our sins we should rejoice and go and tell anyone about our experience. 
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Modern evangelism 101 

The demon possessed men became missionaries for Jesus. They fall at Jesus’ feet desiring to be made whole and 
clean but the Devil is persistent. They cry out to Jesus and he heals them. 
 

(The Ministry of Healing, p. 97) The evil spirits are forced to release their victims, and a 
wonderful change comes over the demoniacs. Light shines into their minds. Their eyes 
beam with intelligence. The countenances so long deformed into the image of Satan 
become suddenly mild, the bloodstained hands are quiet, and the men lift their voices in 
praise to God…. Now these men are clothed and in their right mind, sitting at the feet of 
Jesus, listening to His words, and glorifying the name of Him who has made them whole. 
But those who behold this wonderful scene do not rejoice. 

 
Now Jesus departs the city by boat. The two men, now made whole, beg to go with Jesus but Jesus says they 
should stay behind and witness. 
 

(The Ministry of Healing, p. 98)  As Jesus is about to enter the boat they keep close to His 
side, kneel at His feet, and beg to remain near Him, where they may listen to His words. But 
Jesus bids them go home and tell what great things the Lord has done for them. 

 
The two men know they will have a difficult time in the missions but they obey the orders of Jesus because they 
have been saved by him. 

(The Ministry of Healing, p. 98) But as soon as He points out their duty, they are ready to 
obey. 

How quick these men are to do the work. Seventh-day Adventists who have the greatest light and advantages sit 
idle. 
 

(The Ministry of Healing, p. 98)  Not only did they tell their own households and neighbors 
about Jesus, but they went throughout Decapolis, everywhere declaring His power to save 
and describing how He had freed them from the demons. 

 
Jesus departs and they witness of Jesus to the whole city. Then Jesus returns at a later time to “campaign and 
bring souls to Him.” 

(The Ministry of Healing, p. 98)  Though the Saviour Himself departed, the men whom He 
had healed remained as witnesses to His power. Those who had been mediums of the 
prince of darkness became channels of light, messengers of the Son of God. When Jesus 
returned to Decapolis, the people flocked about Him, and for three days thousands from all 
the surrounding country heard the message of salvation. 

 
This is the model for a reaping campaign. This can be done as a church or as individuals. Go into a city or town and 
proclaim the good news of Jesus and what he has done for us to someone (or even a group). Bring them to Jesus 
and allow their excitement to do its work. They will plant many seeds in that town. Now, at a later time, bring in 
the evangelist for some meetings and raise up a church if there is none in that town. 
 
Recommended reading: Ministry of Healing, chapter 6 “Saved to Serve,” pp. 95-99 
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WEDNESDAY – Ten Lepers 

This is a story about faith too. The fact that the ten lepers were healed was only because of their faith – faith in 
Jesus that it would be done. He told them to go and show themselves to the priest. At this moment they weren’t 
cleansed, but they went forward. 
 

(Luke 17:14) And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the 
priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 

 
As they started to go then they were cleansed. They had a faith that worked. Their works were motivated by their 
faith. 
 
We are to be rich in good works 

(1 Timothy 6:17, 18) Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, 
nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; 
18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to 
communicate; 

 
The Pharisees had good works but they were self-propelled. They were looking for the praise of men when they 
performed these “good” works. What were they lacking? 
 
We are to be rich in faith 

(James 2:5) Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich 
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?   

 
And Galatians glues this together 

(Galatians 5:6) … but faith which worketh by love. 
 
The conclusion: We have to be rich in a faith that works by love. So how do we know that a faith is genuine? It is 
by their fruits (works). (See Matt. 7:16) 
 
 

Leprosy and sin 
The ten lepers represent the human family. The number ten in Scriptures symbolizes totality – the whole of the 
human race. Leprosy is symbolic of sin. In other words we are all as lepers and “dead in trespasses and sins.” (Eph. 
2:1) 
 
It is only Jesus who can, by a divine miracle, heal of our leprous condition of sin by his coming to the earth, living a 
sinless life, dying the death that we should die, resurrecting the third day, and ascending into heaven to minister 
as High Priest on our behalf. 
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THURSDAY – The Greeks and Jesus 

John 12:25 is highlighted for discussion at the bottom of the page.. 
 

He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto 
life eternal. 

 
We must hate our sinful life enough to let go of sin. Being sorry for sin means to be sorry enough to stop doing it. 
Eternal life can never be achieved by hanging on to known sin. 
 

(The Desire of Ages, p. 623) The lesson of self-sacrifice that all should learn: “He that loveth 
his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.” 
All who would bring forth fruit as workers together with Christ must first fall into the 
ground and die. The life must be cast into the furrow of the world’s need. Self-love, self-
interest, must perish. And the law of self-sacrifice is the law of self-preservation. The 
husbandman preserves his grain by casting it away. So in human life. To give is to live. The 
life that will be preserved is the life that is freely given in service to God and man. Those 
who for Christ’s sake sacrifice their life in this world will keep it unto life eternal. 

 
The Jewish nation (esp. the leaders) loved their lives the way it was. They saw no need to change. They were 
deceived. Laodicea is deceived in this matter too. Her perspective of herself is that she is “increased with goods 
and in need of nothing.” (Rev. 3:17) 
 
Just as Jesus departed from the Jewish nation because of their constant rejection of him, so will Jesus have to 
depart from those in the Seventh-day Adventist Church who have not realized their true condition. When 
probation closes on the church when the Sunday issue is brought forth, these persons will be caught without a 
garment. 
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