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Peter and the Rock in the Bible 
vs. 

Peter and the Rock and Roman Catholicism 
 
This week we will break from the regular lesson. There are good practical lessons in the subjects given in the 
Quarterly but these are lessons we have heard many times throughout the years. 
 

(Early Writings, p. 63) There are many precious truths contained in the Word of God, but it 
is “present truth” that the flock needs now. 

 
In light of the times we are living and with Pope Francis coming to Philadelphia, NY, and speaking before both 
Houses of Congress in Washington D.C. – it is fitting and timely that we discuss the Roman Catholic view of Peter 
and the Rock, and Apostolic Succession. We need solid Biblical answers as the whole world is falling in love with 
the Roman Pontiff. The subject of Peter being the rock the church is built upon is an urgent matter at the present 
time. Even non-Catholics (Protestants) will refer to the Pope as “The Holy Father.” Former president George W. 
Bush once referred to Pope Benedict as “Peter’s Successor” in one of his speeches. 
 

(Revelation 13:3, 8) …all the world wondered after the beast. 
8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the 
book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

 
The Roman Catholic Church claims Peter was the first Pope and is the rock on which the church is founded and 
built upon. And since Peter there has been an unbroken succession of Pope’s all the way until our present day 
with Pope Francis. Christ’s words in Matthew 16 are used to sustain this idea. 
 

(Matthew 16:18) And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

 
 

THE ROCK 

First off, if Peter is the rock that the true church is built upon then we are in very serious trouble because after 
Jesus declared these words (Matt. 16:18, 19) Peter denied Jesus three time (Matt. 28:69-74). Peter even cursed 
the third time to really try and convince the people accusing him of knowing Jesus.  
 
In Matthew 16:18 the Greek word used for “Peter” is “petros” and the word for “rock” is “petra.” 

1. PETROS means a small stone or pebble, a stone that moves. 
2. PETRA means a solid rock, an unmovable stone. 
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JESUS IS THE ROCK  

In both the Old and New testaments Jesus is spoken of as the Rock. 
 
In the Old: 

(Deuteronomy 32:4) He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God 
of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. 

 
In the New: 

(1 Corinthians 10:1-4) Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how 
that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 
2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 
3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 
4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that 
followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 

 
Jesus is the rock that the church is built upon. 
 
 
PETER’S TESTIMONY 

Even Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, penned that Christ is the Rock – the chief cornerstone. 
 

(Acts 4:8-12) Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, 
and elders of Israel, 
9 If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means 
he is made whole; 
10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this 
man stand here before you whole. 
11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of 
the corner. 
12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved.  

 
It’s important to note that the Greek word for stone (in vs. 11) is not “petra” – it is “lithos.” This word 
is the Aramaic word for stone – meaning a solid rock. Peter uses these two Greek words 
interchangeably. 
 

(1 Peter 2:6-8) Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief 
corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 
7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, 
the stone (lithos) which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 
8 And a stone (lithos) of stumbling, and a rock (petra) of offence, even to them which 
stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 
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These verses are no doubt speaking of Jesus. Peter is quoting from three Old Testament passages: 

(Isaiah 28:16) Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a 
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not 
make haste. 
 
(Psalm 118:22) The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the 
corner. 
 
(Isaiah 8:14) And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of 
offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. 

 
Peter, supposedly the first pope, understood what Jesus was saying in Matthew 16. As Jesus was speaking to 
Peter he was saying “You’re Peter, and on this rock (Jesus is pointing to himself at this point) I will build my 
church.”  
 
Jesus is the head of the church – not Peter or any pope: 

(Ephesians 5:23) For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
church: and he is the saviour of the body. 
 
(Colossians 1:18) And he (Jesus) is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 
 
THE SPEECH OF THE TIMES 

The question could be asked “Why didn’t Jesus say it in very matter of fact language that the church would be 
built on him?” The key to understanding this is the idiom used in those days. This is the way they phrased things in 
those days. It was part of the speech of the day. 
 
Let’s re-read Matthew 16:18 and then look at some other texts in the Bible. 
 

(Matthew 16:18) And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

 
Take notice of the phrase (idiom) “this rock.” Is Jesus saying the church would be built on Peter or himself? Let’s 
allow other verses to define how Jesus phrased his words. 
 

(Matthew 21:42-44) Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone 
which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's 
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? 
43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a 
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 
44 And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, 
it will grind him to powder. 
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Notice that Jesus didn’t say something like “Whosoever shall fall on me.”  No, he didn’t say that. Instead he said 
“Whosoever shall fall on this stone.” – Jesus was without a doubt referring to himself. 
 
Here is another text where Jesus speaks in this particular way. 

(John 2:19-21) Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days 
I will raise it up. 
20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it 
up in three days? 
21 But he spake of the temple of his body. 

 
Again, notice that Jesus didn’t say something such as “Destroy my body and I’ll raise it up in three day.” He said 
“Destroy this temple…” Jesus is very clearly speaking of himself as vs. 21 affirms this. 
 
So we have the following: 

1. John 2:19-21 --- “this temple” 
2. Matthew 21:42-44 --- “this stone” 

And in both of these texts Jesus is referring to himself. 

3. Matthew 16:18 --- “this rock” 
 
Jesus is without a doubt referring to himself as this is just the way they spoke at this time in history. Add to this 
the many text that refer to Jesus as the Rock and not a single text that confirms that Peter would be the Rock and 
the text becomes clear that the church is built on Jesus the solid Rock. 
 
 
THE APOSTLES, PROPHETS AND JESUS 

(Ephesians 2:19-22) Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 
20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone; 
21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 
22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

 
The apostles and prophets would represent the writings of the Old (prophets) and New (apostles) Testaments. 
And Jesus is the chief cornerstone – he is the main Rock that holds it all together. 
 
The whole Bible is a revelation of Jesus. It is about him. The church is built on Jesus and the Bible. 
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH? 

(1 Corinthians 3:16) Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you? 

 
God dwells in the hearts of the members of his church. A building is not the church in of itself. The people are the 
church. 
 

(The Upward Look, p. 315) God has a church. It is not the great cathedral, neither is it the 
national establishment, neither is it the various denominations; it is the people who love 
God and keep His commandments. “Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20). Where Christ is even among the 
humble few, this is Christ’s church, for the presence of the High and Holy One who 
inhabiteth eternity can alone constitute a church. 

 
(Acts of the Apostles, p. 11) From the beginning, faithful souls have constituted the church 
on earth. 

 
 
THE CHURCH IS THE HOUSE OF GOD 

The Bible repeatedly refers to the church body as “the house of God.” 
 

(1 Peter 4:17) For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: 
 
(1 Timothy 3:15) But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave 
thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of 
the truth. 
 
(Hebrews 10:21) And having an high priest over the house of God; 

 
Jesus makes it clear that we must have our house built on solid Rock. 
 

(Matthew 7:24-26) Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I 
will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 

Does the parable of the Ten Virgins come to mind? Five were “wise.” Jesus says the wise will build their “house” 
on the “rock.” and according to this verse those who are wise are those who not only hear the words of Jesus but 
also does them (obey). 

Notice what happens next: 

25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 
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Revelation 12 and 17 speak of the dragon spewing flood waters out his mouth to try and drown the woman (the 
church). Revelation 7 speaks of the four angels holding back the four winds which represents the terrible time of 
trouble. In other words Jesus is saying that those who build their house upon the rock, which are those who hear 
and obey the word of God (Jesus is the Word – John 1:1-3), those who build their house on the rock will stand 
through the time of trouble when it is unleashed. Your house will not fall.  
 
But now Jesus describes those who probably heard and know the word of God but they have not allowed that 
truth to sanctify them. 

26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened 
unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 

 
Are we seeing how important Bible study is? And are we seeing how important it is to obey and live by every word 
that proceeds out of the mouth of God? 
 
 

THE KEYS 

The Roman Catholic Church also teaches that the two keys given to Peter represent church and state. This is why 
the Pope’s teach that they (and only they) have the right to see over the affairs of not only the church but also the 
political realm (the state). 
 
The Roman Church’s view: 

(Lucius Ferraris, Prompta Bibliotheca, article, "Papa".) The common opinion teaches that 
the Pope has power over two swords, namely, the spiritual and the temporal, which 
jurisdiction and power Christ himself gave to Peter and his successors (Matt. 16:19), saying, 
'I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven,' concerning which the doctors remark that he did not say 'key' but 'keys,' 
including both the temporal and the spiritual power. 
This opinion is most widely confirmed by the authority of the holy Fathers, by the teaching 
of the canon and civil law, and by the apostolic constitutions. 
It is not to be wondered as if to the Roman Pontiff, as to the vicar of Him whose is the earth 
and the fullness thereof, the world and all who dwell therein, etc., there have been 
granted, when just cause demands, the most complete authority and power of transferring 
kingdoms, of dashing in pieces scepters, of taking away crowns, not only unsheathing the 
spiritual but also the material sword. Which power in its fullness, not once but frequently, 
the Roman pontiffs have used, as occasion required, by girding the sword upon the thigh 
most effectively, as is perfectly well known; and to this not only do theologians give most 
complete testimony, but also the professors of pontifical and imperial law, and many 
historians of undoubted credibility, both profane and sacred, both Greek and Latin.  

 
This is why the Vatican is not only a church but also a state – a political government. Even the secular world 
realizes this. Just search on the web “Huffpost Religion Why the Pope Matters” and read the article. 
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WHAT ARE THE KEYS? 

In Matthew 16:18 is the “Rock” quote, and in verse 19 Jesus is still speaking to Peter. 

(Matthew 16:19) And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

 
Take note that the key is plural – meaning two. In the Bible when a word is singular it obviously means one and 
when it is plural and without a qualifying number, it is two. So we have two keys that are given to Peter by Jesus. 
 
Some questions: 

1. What are the two keys given to Peter that open and shut heaven? 
2. Were they given exclusively to Peter? 

 
 
The scribes and Pharisees shut up the kingdom of heaven 

 
(Matthew 23:13) But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the 
kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them 
that are entering to go in. 

 
The leaders of Israel were shutting men out of heaven - but how were they doing this? The parallel passage in 
Luke tells us. 
 

(Luke 11:52) Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye 
entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered. 

 
Take not that the Pharisees only had one key, whereas Peter was given two keys. The Pharisees were not using 
the key of knowledge for themselves because they have not entered in. They were also hindering men when they 
tried to enter in. 
 
What is the key of knowledge? It is the knowledge of truth – especially salvation. 
 

(Luke 1:76, 77) And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go 
before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 
77 To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins, 

 
The knowledge of salvation opens the door to heaven. This is the key of knowledge that the Scribes and Pharisees 
were hiding. They did not have knowledge of salvation of their own because they refused to see Jesus in the Old 
Testament and accept him as Messiah. Jesus said clearly the Old Testament is all about him (John 5:39). Verse 40 
is particularly interesting: 
 

(John 5:39, 40) Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which 
testify of me. 
40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.  
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The Pharisees thought they were perfect – ready for heaven. They knew the Scriptures very well, but not seeing 
Jesus in the Scriptures and not knowing Jesus they were dead and lost spiritually. 
 

(Acts 14:27) And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they 
rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto 
the Gentiles. 

 
This “door” was opened to the Gentiles by the preaching of the word. In other words they were using the key of 
knowledge. In the book of Acts thousands were converted by the keys of knowledge. 
 
The key (singular) that the Scribes and Pharisees had was the Old Testament. The keys (plural – two) that were 
given to Peter are the Old and New Testaments. 
 
Scripture is likened to two portions. 

(Rev. 11:3, 4) And I will give power unto my two witnesses (the Old and New Testaments), 
and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 
4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the 
earth. 

 
In verse 4 the Bible is symbolized by two candlesticks because Psalm 119:109 says “Thy word is a lamp unto my 
feet, and a light unto my path.” 
 
 
THE KEYS AND PETER 
Were the keys that were given to Peter to bind and loose – were they given to Peter exclusively? The answer is 
absolutely not. Jesus gives the right to bind and loose to all of the disciples. 
 

(Matthew 18:15-18) Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his 
fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 
16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of 
two or three witnesses every word may be established. 
17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the 
church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 
18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and 
whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

 
Notice it doesn’t say “If he neglects to hear Peter.” It says “if he neglects to hear him.” meaning whoever. And 
then it says “the church.” This power was given to the church and not any one individual. Then in verse 18 we 
have the same expression that we find in Matthew 16:19 where Jesus gave this privilege to Peter – but not 
exclusively to him. 
 
There is no such thing as Apostolic Succession. 
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BINDING AND LOOSING 
It simply means that when the keys of knowledge are preached – the knowledge of salvation and truth – if the 
one receiving the knowledge accepts the message and follows it, their sins are loosed. And of course if they 
choose not to accept and follow they are bound – bound in the grip of sin. 
 
King Agrippa made the choice to be bound in his sins by rejecting it and refusing to follow the truth. 

(Acts 26:26-28) For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I 
am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in 
a corner. 
27 King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest. 
28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. 

 
 
Felix also kept the door to heaven shut 

(Acts 24:24, 25) And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a 
Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. 
25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix 
trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will 
call for thee. 

 
Paul was trying to open the door to heaven for these two but they both kept the door stay shut. 
 
The apostle Peter used the keys of knowledge to open the door of heaven to about 3000 people. He did this by 
preaching the word. 

(Acts 2:37-41) Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto 
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as 
many as the Lord our God shall call. 
40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation. 
41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand souls. 

 
 

OTHER ERRORS OF ROME CONCERNING PETER 
 
PETER AND LISTS OF THE BIBLE 

The Roman Catholic Church says that Peter is always mentioned first in all the lists in the Bible. 
This is not so, but even if it was, it doesn’t mean anything significant. 
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Paul mentions himself first and then Peter 

(Galatians 2:7) But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was 
committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; 

 
Andrew is mention first and then Peter 

(John 1:44) Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
 
PETER THE FIRST TO SEE JESUS???? 

The Roman Catholic Church says Peter was the first to see Jesus after his resurrection. This is not true as Mary 
Magdalene was. This is such a non-argument but this is what a church without the Holy Spirit must do. 
 
POPES ARE FORBIDDEN TO MARRY 

If Peter was the first Pope – why was he married? The Bible says he had a wife and his mother-in-law was sick 
 

(Matthew 8:14) And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother 
laid, and sick of a fever. 

 
 
PETER’S REAFFIRMATION 
The Roman Catholic Church uses the reaffirmation of Peter three times after the resurrection to try and show that 
Peter was special in the sight of Jesus. In John 21:15-17 Jesus says “feed my sheep,” “feed my sheep,” and “feed 
my lambs.” The Church says Jesus said that to Peter and not to anyone else. 
 
Jesus reaffirmed Peter three times because Peter denied him three times. 
 
Peter himself says that he was not the only one to “feed the lambs. 
 

(1 Peter 5:1-3) The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: 
2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by 
constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 
3 Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being examples to the flock.” 

 
Peter is telling the elders to feed the flock and don’t think you are a ruler over them. He’s not saying “I’m the Pope 
and only I can feed the flock.” Clearly even Peter doesn’t have this idea that he is the only one in charge. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.metromenspm.com/

