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Note: There is a very extensive study on the synagogue of Satan in Monday’s lesson and how it relates to Paul. 
Prayerfully study this material. 

SABBATH – Paul: Background and Call 

(Memory Text) Acts 9:15, 16 “But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear 
my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: For I will shew him how great things he must 
suffer for my name's sake.” 
 
Paul’s story is a most interesting story. It is also a story that gives us all hope that Jesus can and wants to use 
those, no matter what their background and past might have been, to finish up the work in a most important way. 
 
Saul, as was Paul’s name before his conversion, was a Pharisee. He was one of the chosen people of God. He was 
to prepare the people for the first coming of the Messiah, but of course the Jewish nation, including Saul, rejected 
Jesus and actually persecuted those who followed Jesus. 
 
We will see some incredible thing about Saul of Tarsus and his conversion in these lessons (including next week 
too). Again, this definitely gives any of hope regardless of what we may think our condition. 

SUNDAY – Saul of Tarsus 

In Philippians 3 Paul gives us a direct glimpse of how highly he thought of himself when he was a Pharisee. 
 

3  For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
and have no confidence in the flesh. 

And now Paul remembers - he reminiscing. 

4  Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath 
whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: 

 
When Paul speaks about having "confidence in the flesh" – he is speaking of his Jewish flesh – his lineage - which gave 
them special privileges and special rights. In other words he though he had the “inside-track” to God because he was 
one of God's chosen people. But now notice these next two verses especially because they really describe how highly 
he felt about himself because he was a Jew. 
 

5  Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of 
the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;  
6  Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, 
blameless. 

 
Would you say, after reading this, that Paul, before his conversion) considered himself pretty rich? Pretty well clothed? 
He thought he knew it all and had it all right. But was there something Saul of Tarsus was lacking? 
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Was there anything wrong in him keeping the law and being obedient to God?  It actually depends. What were his 
motivations for doing his works? 
 
If he were performing these works void of Christ then they were “evil works”. Works without love for Jesus are 
worthless because they're performed to earn merit. Now notice how Paul realizes this very thing. 
 

(Philippians 3) 
7  But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  
8  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Christ, 
9  And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 

 
Did the apostle Paul have less works after he gave his life to Christ? Was it a case where before he knew Christ he says 
now we have to keep the law --- and after he knew Christ does he say "We're not under the law anymore, we're under 
grace and now we don't have to keep the law"? Is that what he's saying? Not at all! 
 
So what is Paul contrasting here? He's contrasting works that are self-produced and works that flow from a relationship 
with Jesus. They flow from the heart. When he was a Pharisee he was without Jesus and all his works then amounted to 
a pile of manure (as he says in vs. 8). His works were Christ-less, and anything without Christ is worthless. 
 
Summary – Paul, when he was a Pharisee, was doing what would be considered good works but he was performing 
them with a cold heart. In other words the motivating force was wrong for his actions. His works were self-produced 
and not motivated by a love for Jesus. This is why he wrote… 

 
(Romans 13:10) …love is the fulfilling of the law 

 
Love must be the only motivator in keeping God’s commandments. This is why Jesus says about the 
Pharisees… 
 

(Matthew 5:20) For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. 

 
Jesus is asking for a greater righteousness than that of the Scribes and Pharisees. He expects more than what He 
got from the Scribes and Pharisees. The righteousness has to go beyond the mere external nature. It has to reach 
the heart (the mind). 
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MONDAY – Paul, the Man 

Was Paul very zealous in his religion when he was a Pharisee?  
 

(Galatians 1:13, 14) For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, 
how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: 
14 And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being 
more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. 

 
Paul was very zealous in his endeavors as a Pharisee. This is a good indication that he was truly sincere in his 
efforts, even when he had Stephen stoned. 
 
Joe Crews - the late and founding leader of Amazing Facts once said “You can be sincere but be sincerely wrong.” 
It is not enough to be sincere as there will be many sincere people that will be thrown into the lake of fire. “The 
road to hell is paved with good intentions.” 
 
 
THE SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN 

The synagogue of Satan is mentioned in two of the seven churches: Smyrna and Philadelphia. 
Let’s look at both of these churches and their relation to the synagogue of Satan. We will also look at how this 
relates to this week’s study --- Paul. 
 
Let’s deal with Philadelphia first.  A quote from Early Writings pp. 54-56 will be our springboard for our subject. 
Read it carefully. 
 

I saw a throne, and on it sat the Father and the Son. I gazed on Jesus' countenance and 
admired His lovely person. The Father's person I could not behold, for a cloud of glorious 
light covered Him. I asked Jesus if His Father had a form like Himself. He said He had, but I 
could not behold it, for said He, "If you should once behold the glory of His person, you 
would cease to exist." Before the throne I saw the Advent people--the church and the 
world. I saw two companies, one bowed down before the throne, deeply interested, while 
the other stood uninterested and careless. Those who were bowed before the throne 
would offer up their prayers and look to Jesus; then He would look to His Father, and 
appear to be pleading with Him. 

What work is Jesus performing here? Intercession. And which apartment is this happening? The Holy Place. He 
went to heaven to intercede for us. 

A light would come from the Father to the Son and from the Son to the praying company. 
Then I saw an exceeding bright light come from the Father to the Son, and from the Son it 
waved over the people before the throne. 

The process is the Father gives it to the Son and then Jesus gives it to us.  

But few would receive this great light. 

This great light was the Millerite’s message: “Unto 2300 days and then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” (Dan. 
8:14) 
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Many came out from under it and immediately resisted it; others were careless and did not 
cherish the light, and it moved off from them. 

Here she’s describing those who listened to the Millerite movement. First you had those who immediately 
resisted the message and shut the door (they were the religious people). 
 
Then another group, she says, were “careless”. What does careless mean? It’s another way of saying “I could care 
less.” These are the average worldlings. The message came to them and it had absolutely no effect on them. They 
didn’t resist it – they just could “care – less” – it wasn’t their thing as they say. God made sure this message went 
to everybody. 
 
(Continuing in Early Writings, pp. 54-56) 

Some cherished it, and went and bowed down with the little praying company. This 
company all received the light and rejoiced in it, and their countenances shone with its 
glory. 
I saw the Father rise from the throne, and in a flaming chariot go into the holy of holies 
within the veil, and sit down. 

Ellen White is getting this from Daniel 7:9, 10. She’s not inventing anything as she is constantly accused. This is the 
inspired commentary on Daniel 7. 

 
I saw the Father rise from the throne, and in a flaming chariot go into the holy of holies 
within the veil, and sit down. Then Jesus rose up from the throne, and the most of those 
who were bowed down arose with Him. I did not see one ray of light pass from Jesus to the 
careless multitude after He arose, and they were left in perfect darkness. Those who arose 
when Jesus did, kept their eyes fixed on Him as He left the throne and led them out a little 
way. Then He raised His right arm, and we heard His lovely voice saying, "Wait here; I am 
going to My Father to receive the kingdom; 
Then He raised His right arm, and we heard His lovely voice saying, "Wait here; I am going 
to My Father to receive the kingdom; keep your garments spotless, and in a little while I will 
return from the wedding and receive you to Myself.” Then a cloudy chariot, with wheels 
like flaming fire, surrounded by angels, came to where Jesus was. He stepped into the 
chariot and was borne to the holiest, where the Father sat. 
There I beheld Jesus, a great High Priest, standing before the Father. On the hem of His 
garment was a bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate. Those who rose up with 
Jesus would send up their faith to Him in the holiest, and pray, "My Father, give us Thy 
Spirit." Then Jesus would breathe upon them the Holy Ghost. In that breath was light, 
power, and much love, joy, and peace. 

Is that true of the Millerite movement? Did they have power in their preaching? Did they have love, and joy, and 
peace? 
 
Now here comes the scary part – the synagogue of Satan: 

I turned to look at the company who were still bowed before the throne; 
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Think about it: Did these people still claim to follow Jesus? They must because if they are bowing before the 
throne they must still claim it - because to bow down means they are in the act of worshipping.  But the question 
is: Whose throne are they worshipping at? Is it at Jesus’ or Satan’s? 
 
We must realize that these are the counterfeit Jews who are called the synagogue of Satan in the period of the 6th 
church. 
 

I turned to look at the company who were still bowed before the throne; they did not 
know that Jesus had left it. 

Why didn’t they know that Jesus had left? It was because they were not watching Him. They did not keep their 
eyes fixed on Jesus and follow him into the Most Holy Place. 
 
Are these people, who are careless, and who did not keep their eyes fixed on Jesus so they could follow him from 
the Holy into the Most Holy Place – are these the counterfeit “Jews” – the counterfeit Christians who say they are 
Christ’s – but he Bible says they “do lie”? Jesus answers the question for us: 

 
(John 10:27) My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

This may sound very harsh to some but we have to realize the truth of the matter. The Protestant denominations 
– every one of them – are the synagogue of Satan. It is those who have not followed Jesus wherever he goes. It is 
those who persecute those who do follow Jesus. It is those who reject his law and teach others to do so. 
 
Do you think the Millerites, who believed with every fiber of their being that Jesus was coming, toned down their 
peculiar message and developed a strategy that said we can reach more people if we just tell them that Jesus 
loves them and then we can tell them later about the hour of his judgment? DO YOU THINK THAT’S WHAT THEY 
DID? Not on your life!!!!! 
 
Do you think the Millerites would have obliterated The Great Controversy down to 85 pages and say this is a 
better way and once we get them in the church - then we can tell them about the hour of his judgment? DO YOU 
THINK THAT’S WHAT THEY DID? again, not a chance. 
 
They preached Daniel 8:14 in conjunction with Revelation 14. They didn’t worry about what someone was 
thinking about them or the message. Their job was to preach it because souls were on the line. 
 
Jesus has nothing bad to say about the church of Philadelphia --- he was well pleased with them. But yet we’ve 
been taught that this is not the way we’re supposed to do it. Instead many came up with the idea that we should 
send our people (over 1000 pastors) to places like Willow Creek and use their philosophy and methods to grow a 
church, or go to Rick Warren’s church and get his books. 
 
What are these people trying to do? They’re trying to kick down the door of the Holy Place – and go back in. 
Because where is Rick Warren and where is Bill Hybels (of Willow Creek) – what apartment are they in- spiritually 
speaking? They are in the Holy Place. 
 
So what should we do? Join them in the Holy Place or invite them to come into the Most Holy Place? 

 
(Continuing in Early Writings, pp. 54-56) 
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I turned to look at the company who were still bowed before the throne; Satan appeared to 
be by the throne, trying to carry on the work of God. I saw them look up to the throne, and 
pray, "Father, give us Thy Spirit." Satan would then breathe upon them an unholy influence; 
in it there was light and much power, but no sweet love, joy, and peace. Satan's object was 
to keep them deceived (meaning those still in the Holy Place) and to draw back and 
deceive God's children. 

What does “draw back” mean? To move them back where? It’s to the Holy Place. And that’s happening right now 
even within the Adventist church. People like Desmond Ford, Dale Ratzlaf, and even the apostate internet 
magazine Spectrum – are all trying to take us back to the Holy Place. 
 
The church of Philadelphia and the synagogue of Satan 

In the seven churches of Revelation we have the sixth church Philadelphia. There are two groups described within 
this church. Here is the description of the first group. 
 

(Revelation 3:8)  …for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not 
denied my name. 

 
Initially this is describing the Millerite movement of the mid-1800s. They kept true to the Word and would not 
deny Jesus and his work. 
 
But is there another group that does the opposite and denies His name? 
 

(Revelation 3:9) Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan… 
 
We have two groups mentioned in the period of the church of Philadelphia. The characteristics of these two 
groups are: 
 

The first group: 
1. They have a little strength 
2. They keep his word 
3. They don’t deny His name. 

 
What is the opposite group like? 

1. They are called the synagogue of Satan 
 
Let’s look more closely at this second group called “the synagogue of Satan.” 
God now gives a description of the synagogue of Satan.  
 

(Revelation 3:9) Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are 
Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy 
feet, and to know that I have loved thee. 

 
According to this verse the synagogue of Satan are people who “say they are Jews” but they are not because it 
says they “do lie”. 
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Question: Is this speaking about literal Jews? Even Futurists like Hal Lindsey and Jack Van Impe would not be 
willing to go out on a limb and say that under the 6th church this is speaking of literal Jews. If they said this – they 
would be in big trouble with their theology because these men say the seven churches belong to the church age – 
which in their minds happens before the Rapture. So the 6th church cannot be speaking of literal Jews because the 
church of Philadelphia is describing Christian church history and not Jewish history. 
 
So the question remains: How can we have a group calling themselves Jews --- but they’re really not Jews? What 
is this saying and what does this mean? We need to find out what the New Testament description of what a Jew 
is. 
 
The New Testament Jew 

Galatians 3:26-29 
26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  
27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

Now notice what happens when you put on Christ? 

28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.  
29  And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

 
According to these verses what is a child of Abraham? It gives the conditions: IF you are Christ’s THEN you are 
Abraham’s seed. 
 
So the synagogue of Satan are those who claim to be Jews but are really not. In other words they claim to be 
Christians – because remember this is dealing with the 6th church. 
 
Are there many in the Christian church who claim to be followers of Jesus but they’re really not Christians? This is 
the group that Ellen White says stayed bowed before the throne and Satan took control of them when Jesus and 
the Father got up and went into the Most Holy Place – this is the synagogue of Satan in the church of Philadelphia. 
 
Another name for synagogue of Satan would be what the Three Angel’s Messages call Babylon. 
 
Let’s make it clear – the Protestant denominations are the synagogue of Satan (or Babylon). But God is working 
with individuals to bring them out. We are talking about the corporate organization. 
 

(Romans 9) 

6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which 
are of Israel: 

TRUE or FALSE: All Israelites are Israelites? Literally speaking it would be true. But the apostle Paul is speaking 
spiritually. 

 
(6)  …For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 
7  Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall 
thy seed be called. 
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8  That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but 
the children of the promise are counted for the seed. 

The promise of what? The Messiah – that those who are in Jesus are true Israel. The Jews in the Middle East are 
not really Jews (in the spiritual sense – according to the New Testament). 
 
The Spirit of Prophecy and the Synagogue of Satan 

(Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 16) Satan has a large confederacy, his 
church. Christ calls them the synagogue of Satan because the members are the children of 
sin. The members of Satan's church have been constantly working to cast off the divine 
law, and confuse the distinction between good and evil. 

Why are they doing this? Because they didn’t go through the door into the Most Holy Place – where the Law is. 

Satan is working with great power in and through the children of disobedience to exalt 
treason and apostasy as truth and loyalty. And at this time the power of his satanic 
inspiration (remember in Early Writings he breathed upon those bowed down) is moving 
the living agencies to carry out the great rebellion against God that commenced in heaven. 

 
Does this sound like a movement you want to belong to? Does this sound like a movement you would want to get 
ANY spiritual advice from? Do you want to go backwards? This is what many are trying to do today. They’re trying 
to steer you and me back into the Holy Place. 
 

(Review and Herald, 12/4/1900) Christ speaks of the church over which Satan presides as 
the synagogue of Satan. Its members are the children of disobedience. They are those who 
choose to sin, who labor to make void the holy law of God. It is Satan's work to mingle evil 
with good, and to remove the distinction between good and evil. Christ would have a 
church that labors to separate the evil from the good, whose members will not willingly 
tolerate wrong-doing, but will expel it from the heart and life. 

It is the Ten Commandments that tell us the difference between right and wrong. 
 
What don’t they want? 

Is Ellen White correct on her divine assessment of the synagogue of Satan? And is the synagogue of Satan around 
today? And what are they trying to do with the door to the Most Holy Place? Are they trying to shut it? And are 
they trying to keep it from opening. 
 
What is it that’s inside this door to the Most Holy Place that they don’t want? It’s the Law because that’s the only 
thing in there. But in reality it is all the distinctive teachings of the Adventist church – that’s what they don’t want. 
 
 
What are some of those distinctive doctrines that they don’t want to see? 

1. If the Ark is in there – they don’t want to see what’s inside of that Ark - the Law of God. 
And what is at the center of the Law? The Sabbath. (they don’t want that at all). 
 

  

http://www.metromenspm.com/


 

 
 

Metro New York World Ministry – http://www.metromenspm.com/ Page 9 

2. Why is the Most Holy Place open? What is going to begin? The judgment. 
How does the religious world feel about the Seventh-day Adventist view of the judgment? Does the 
Protestant world want to know anything about the Investigative Judgment? No and sadly many Adventists 
don’t want to know anything about it either. 
 

3. The state of the dead? It’s easy to figure out that if the judgment doesn’t take place until a certain date in 
history (1844) – then people could not have gone to heaven or hell when they died. This makes it 
impossible because they would not go to heaven or hell when they died before they were judged. So the 
state of the dead involved. 
 
How do the dead appear before the judgment seat of Christ? If the judgment begins before the Second 
Coming and it says we all stand before the judgment seat of Christ – it must mean that the souls are 
standing before the judgment seat of Christ --- right? (No!) How do the dead appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ? It’s through the record of their life – in the books. 

 
4. Manna was also in the Ark of the Covenant.  Manna represents health reform. Why did God give Israel 

only Manna? He was trying to teach them to have a simple diet. 
But what did Israel think? They wanted the spicy stuff - the stuff with a lot of salt. 
Health reform is at the center of the Most Holy Place. Does the Protestant world eat what they want? 
Generally they do. 

 
So what does the Christian world do with these distinctive teaching of the Adventist church that are found in the 
Most Holy Place? They want absolutely nothing to do with them. 
 
 
The First Angel’s Message 

We have made a list of four distinct teachings of the Most Holy Place. Does the First Angel’s Message have these 
very teachings? 
 

“Fear God and give glory to him…” (Rev. 14:7) 
 
What does it mean to “Fear God”? Most of the time when the phrase “Fear God” appears it’s coupled with 
keeping the Ten Commandments – obedience (sanctification). 
 

(Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14) Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep 
his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 
14  For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil. 

 
How do we glorify God? 

(1 Corinthians 6:20) 
For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God's. 

 
(1 Corinthians 10:31) Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God. 
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Does eating and drinking have anything to do with the glory of God? It sure does. So we have in the First Angel’s 
Message - health reform. 
 
The Judgment 

“…for the hour of his judgment is come…” (Rev. 14:7) 
 
This is absolute proof that the judgment begins before the close of probation. The reason is because the “the hour 
of his judgment is come” is being preached in the context of the everlasting gospel. So if you’re preaching the 
everlasting gospel has probation closed? The answer is no. 
 
So does the judgment begin sometime during the preaching of the everlasting gospel while salvation is still open 
to all to accept – in the end time? (Absolutely)  So is their clear evidence of a pre-advent judgment in the First 
Angel’s Message? There is no doubt about this. 
 
The Sabbath 

“and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” 
(Rev. 14:7) 

This is a direct reference from the Fourth Commandment? 

(Exodus 20) 
8  Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.  
9  Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:  
10  But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy 
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:  
11  For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

 
The First Angel’s Message not only tells us to keep God’s commandments, and tells us to reform our eating habits, 
and it tells us that the judgment starts sometime while the everlasting gospel is being preached in the end-time – 
but it also tells specifically about the Sabbath. 
 
Remember it’s not about a day – it’s all about who made the day holy. That’s why it says “Worship HIM” – the one 
who made the day. 
 
The state of the dead 

The state of the dead is in the First Angel’s Message. Again, if the judgment of the world didn’t start until a 
specific date in history – then how could God send someone to heaven of hell – without being judged? 
 
So are all of these distinctive teachings of the Seventh-day Adventist church contained in the First Angel’s 
Message? It is. 
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The making of the synagogue of Satan 

In the message to the church of Philadelphia you have an open door placed before Philadelphia and those who 
are faithful go through the open door. The others who don’t go through become what? They become the 
synagogue of Satan. 
 
Revelation 3:9 says what? 

“Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan.” 
 
The First and Second Angel’s messages are parallel to the messages to the church of Philadelphia. The First Angel’s 
Message deals with the Most Holy Place aspect of the sanctuary. The evidence is clear on that.  The Second 
Angel’s Message speaks about the fall of Babylon. So what is Babylon parallel to? It is parallel to the synagogue of 
Satan. 
 
Why did the synagogue of Satan fall? It was because they refused to go into the open door. 
And that open door lead to the Most Holy Place. 
 
The reason the Second angel’s Message says “Babylon is fallen” is because it rejected the First Angel’s Message – 
which is the same message found behind the open door. So Babylon has fallen because she has rejected the 
distinctive teaching of the First Angel’s Message. That’s why she became the synagogue of Satan. She didn’t 
follow Jesus. 
 
 

THE CHURCH OF SMYRNA 

(Revelation 2:9) I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I 
know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the 
synagogue of Satan. 

 
What does it mean here in verse 9 that there is a group of people who say they are Jews but really are not Jews?  
It must be that "Jew" has a new definition. And what is that definition? 
 
Did you know that the Jews actually got the Romans to turn against the Christians? We know this for fact from 
very early church fathers that the Jews actually turned Christians in to the Romans. By doing this they tried to gain 
ascendancy with the Romans. They made sure they told them "We're not Christians - we're not from that sect." 
They would accuse the Christians --- and yet they claimed to be God’s people – the Jewish nation. 
 
What God is going to say is that they say they are Jews but really they're not --- because being a Jew is now 
something different than what it used to be. 
 

(Romans 2:28, 29) For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; 
 
According to the Bible there is such a thing as an “outward” Jew.  But is he really a Jew?  Paul is going to say he is 

not a Jew even though he may have been born in Israel. Maybe the apostle Paul was a racist? That can’t 
be because he was a Jew himself. 
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Think about how revolutionary of a statement this is. This is an explosive statement because it's being said by a 
fellow Jew. Paul is saying there are many Jews who are not Jews. Is there any wonder why the Jews persecuted 
the apostle Paul and hated him? He was a pure traitor in their eyes. He was turning against his own race. 
 

(Romans 2) 
28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is 
outward in the flesh:  
29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, 
and not in the letter… 

What did the Jews emphasize? They emphasized the letter of the law. 
 
(29) But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the 
spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 

Didn't the Jews love to be praised by men?  
 
According to the apostle Paul who is a Jew? A Jew is one who has accepted Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord - which 
means an ethnic Jew is not a Jew at all (from a Bible standpoint - in God's sight). 
 
Saul of Tarsus was the synagogue of Satan 

What John is telling us here in the church of Smyrna is that there were Jews who were turning in Christians. He's 
saying these Jews are really not Jews - they're the synagogue of Satan. By turning in Christians they're really 
turning in Jesus. It's like Saul of Tarsus. What did the voice say that he heard on the road to Damascus? 
 

"Saul, Saul, Why persecutest thou me?" (Acts 9:4) 
 
Saul said "Who art thou, Lord?" And what did the voice say?  "I am Jesus whom thou persecutest." 
 
Saul of Tarsus was persecuting Christians and he never touched Jesus directly. He was only persecuting Christians. 
The question is: Was he really doing the work of God?  No - he was doing the work of Satan. He was a member of 
the synagogue of Satan. But yet he claimed to be a member of the chosen people. 
 
This is what is happening in Smyrna. The literal Jews claim they’re Jews and yet they're turning in the followers of 
Christ. What John the Revelator is saying is these people who claim to be Jews - this is blasphemy because that's 
lying - they're not Jews - because they haven't accepted Christ as Messiah and now they're really the synagogue of 
Satan. 
 
The church of Philadelphia, which we have already looked at, also has this reference to the synagogue of Satan. 
But this time it's referring to the apostate Protestant world. 
 

(John 8 – Jesus is speaking to the Jewish leaders) 
37  I know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no 
place in you. 
38  I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with 
your father. 
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39  They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye 
were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham.  
40  But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of 
God: this did not Abraham. 
41  Ye do the deeds of your father.... 

Now because they can't answer Jesus - here's what they say to him. 
 
 
(41)  ...Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even 
God. 

Do you realize what they're saying here? 
Because they can't answer Jesus' claims they start with the character assassinations. 
They're saying "We weren't born out of fornication." 
What they're saying to Jesus is: "We don't know who your daddy is." 

42  Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth 
and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me.  
43  Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word.  

Now here's the climax of Jesus' speech. 
44  Ye are of your father the devil... 

Were they Jews?  (yes) 
But in God's eyes were they Jews?  (no) 
Were they descendants of Abraham?   
Physically yes - but spiritually they were totally unlike their father. 
 
What determines that you're a child of Abraham? 
Is it physical descendents?  (no) 
Or is it your spiritual affinity with Abraham?  (yes) 
 
This has a lot to say about the Roman Catholic doctrine of "apostolic succession". 
They believe that one bishop has laid hands on the next bishop who has laid hands on the next bishop who has 
laid hands on the next bishop and so on - in unbroken succession between Peter and Pope Francis. 
And this is what gives the Roman Catholic Church authority. By the laying on of hands the authority has been 
transferred from one generation to the next. 
 
But do you know what makes a church apostolic? 
To teach and live the way the apostles taught. 
 
There is a striking parallel in the way the Jews operated in Christ's day to the way that Roman Catholicism 
operates. 
It's the practice of apostolic succession - the laying on of hands and the transfer of power but yet the teachings 
and practices are totally and radically different than the founding father. 
 

(44)  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 
45  And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.  
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46  Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me?  
47  He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not 
of God. 

 
56  Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.  
57  Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen 
Abraham? 

 
They still haven't caught on. What is their problem? Why can't they see who Jesus really is?  They're blind. These 
are the so-called smart men of the time but yet they just don't catch on. But now notice thing are going to get 
worse... 

58  Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.  

This is not going to go over well with them at all. Jesus uses the covenant name of God that he used at the burning 
bush - I AM.  Did the Jews understand what he was saying? 

59  Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the 
temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by. 

The New Testament presents Jesus as the seed of Abraham and as Abraham's Father too. 
 
These Pharisees were Jews who were not really Jews in the Biblical sense. Jesus said their father was Satan 
himself. In other words they were the synagogue of Satan. 
 
Galatians 3:29, which we looked at earlier, is a key verse... 

And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
 
Now let's change this verse around. If you are not Christ's - then you are not Abraham's seed, and because of that 
you don't have any right to inherit the promise. 
 
What does it mean to be a Jew?  What does it mean to be a descendant of Abraham? 
It simply means to make Jesus the Saviour and Lord of your life. 

TUESDAY – From Saul to Paul 

In Acts 7 is recorded the stoning of Stephen – the first Christian martyr. The culmination is found at the end of the 
chapter. 
 

(Acts 7:57-59) Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon 
him with one accord, 
58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes 
at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul. 
59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 

 
The stoning of Stephen was the closing of probation for the Jewish Nation. So is probation closed for individuals at 
this point? The answer is no because Paul was converted after this. 
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Who is present at the stoning of Stephen?  It is Saul of Tarsus. Saul is really the ringleader in all this. 
 
Isn’t it really ironic that the ringleader in the stoning of Stephen --- God had already chosen him to be the apostle 
to the Gentiles after the Jewish nation was rejected? 
 
The Bible says he was consenting to his death – he wasn’t just hanging around where they were stoning him just 
to watch. The Bible says he was actually consenting to his death. 
 
(Acts 22:3, 4) 

3  I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this 
city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the 
fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day.  
4 And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men 
and women.  

 
Now notice verses 20 and 21: 

20 And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by, and 
consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that slew him. 
21 And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles. 

 
In one verse it says he’s consenting to the death of Stephen and the next verse God says “I have big plans for you 
– you’re going to go to the Gentiles.” 
 
The stoning of Stephen not only marks the end of the theocracy – but God has – at the very stoning of Stephen 
chosen His champion to go now to the Gentiles. 
 
 
Saul of Tarsus now becomes a preaching of that which he previously hated. 

(Acts 22:16-18) And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord.  
17 And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in 
the temple, I was in a trance;  
18 And saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for 
they will not receive thy testimony concerning me.  

 
He’s going to teach now that Jesus has entered the heavenly temple and Jesus is the high priest, and the 
ceremonial law had come to an end and that we’re saved by grace and not by works of the law. 
 

ON THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS 

If you touch one of the sheep you will have a problem with the Shepherd. Read the story in 1 Samuel 17:32-37.  
Persecuting God’s people is the same as harming God himself. 

(Zechariah 2:8) For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the 
nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. 
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(Matthew 25:40) And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me. 

 
The head and the body 

If someone was to smash your finger with a hammer - does your head feel it? Yes it's actually your head telling 
you your finger hurts. When the wicked touch God's people the Lord feels it. 
The church is the body and Christ is the head of the body (Matt. 21:42, Luke 20:17, Acts 4:11, Eph. 2:21-23). You 
can't separate the head from the body. You can't separate the shepherd from the sheep. Jesus is the bridegroom 
and his followers are his bride. 
 

(Acts 9:3-5) And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined 
round about him a light from heaven:  
4  And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me?  
5  And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it 
is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.  

 
Did Saul lay a hand on Jesus?  Not at all - he was going to persecute his followers in Damascus. But Jesus says from 
heaven by going to Damascus to persecute the saints you are persecuting Me. 
 
The conversion of Paul is a prime example on how probation can be closed on a system of religion – but not on 
the individual in that system. Saul of Tarsus – who was one of them - repented after this. As a nation Israel has 
been rejected but individuals such as Saul of Tarsus can be saved. 
 
So it is possible for the system to apostatize and yet have individuals within the system that have not apostatized. 
 
 
The Papacy and persecution in the end of time 

Bible prophecy makes it very clear that God’s end-time people will be persecuted and even faced with the death 
penalty. While the kings of the earth and the Protestant world will be directly involved – the Roman Catholic 
Papacy will be the ringleader in all this. 
 
In Revelation 12:1-4 we have a great red dragon that stands before the pure woman who is ready to give birth. 
The aim of this dragon is to kill the child as soon as it is born. 
 
The pure woman is the true church (Jer. 6:2, 1 Cor. 11:2) and the man child is Jesus because vs. 5 says: 

And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her 
child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 

 
 
The Identity of the Dragon 

Who is the dragon? You may be thinking this is an easy question. Revelation 12:9 explicitly says the dragon is 
Satan himself. 
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And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan… 
 
But is there a deeper meaning to the dragon power? Did Satan himself literally stand in front of Mary waiting for 
Jesus to be born so he could kill him? The answer is no. 
 
Who did Satan use to try and kill Jesus? 
 

(Matthew 2:16) Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was 
exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in 
all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had 
diligently inquired of the wise men. 

 
Satan used Herod, a Roman Emperor to try and slay the baby Jesus. 
 
In Daniel 7, though not directly called a dragon, the fourth beast is nevertheless a dragon and represents the 
kingdom of the pagan Roman Empire. 
 
How many horns does that dragon beast have in Daniel 7? Ten horns (Dan. 7:7) and these ten horns represent the 
ten divisions of the Roman Empire. Revelation 12 amplifies the meaning of Daniel 7 by explaining that the power 
behind the fourth beast of Daniel 7 was Satan himself. 
 
Who is the persecutor in Revelation 12 that tries to kill the child? It says the dragon. Is that the same power as the 
fourth beast in Daniel 7? How many horns does this dragon have in Revelation 12? 

(Revelation 12:3)  And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red 
dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 

 
The fourth beast in Daniel 7 has ten horns and this dragon in Revelation 12 has ten horns. It's the same power. 
Now we can see that Rome is the kingdom Satan works through to try and kill the child. 
 
Does the fourth beast of Daniel 7 represent Rome? (yes) 

(Daniel 7:17) These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the 
earth. 

(Daniel 7:23)  The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, 
 
The texts tells us that the fourth beast is the fourth kingdom - starting with Babylon, this would make Rome the 
fourth kingdom. 
 
So a beast represents an earthly kingdom but who is behind this kingdom? It is Satan - the dragon. The earthly 
power is Rome and the power behind it is Satan. 
 
In Daniel 7 the fourth beast after growing the ten horns now sprouts another little horn. 
What does this little horn represent? It represents another Rome - the Papacy. 
 
Is the papacy also Rome? Of course - it's called the Roman Catholic Papacy. And this power rules for 1260 years. 
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And we also know it’s still Rome because it rises from the head of the fourth beast (Dan. 7:20) which is old Rome. 
 
Revelation 12 takes us behind the scenes and shows us that the real power behind the little horn is the dragon 
that persecutes the woman for 1260 years. 
 

(The Great Controversy, p. 438) The line of prophecy in which these symbols are found 
begins with Revelation 12, with the dragon that sought to destroy Christ at His birth. The 
dragon is said to be Satan (Revelation 12:9); he it was that moved upon Herod to put the 
Saviour to death. But the chief agent of Satan in making war upon Christ and His people 
during the first centuries of the Christian Era was the Roman Empire, in which paganism 
was the prevailing religion. Thus while the dragon, primarily, represents Satan, it is, in a 
secondary sense, a symbol of pagan Rome. (GC, 438) 

 
According to Revelation 12 who is it that is persecuting the woman? 

(Revelation 12:13)  And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he 
persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child. 

 
According to Daniel 7 who is that persecutes God's people? 

(Daniel 7:21 -- Speaking of the little horn) I beheld, and the same horn made war with the 
saints, and prevailed against them; 

 
(Daniel 7:25)  And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the 
saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into 
his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. 

 
So are the dragon and the little horn the same power? Yes but the little horn is the earthly visible power while the 
dragon (Satan) is the invisible power behind the visible power. 
 
Rev. 12:6 says he dragon persecutes the woman for "a thousand two hundred and threescore days,” and the little 
horn persecutes the saints for "a time and times and the dividing of time" - it's the same time period. 
 
Prophecy makes it clear that the dragon power will persecute God's people once again at the end of time. 
 
Now what does the dragon represent? In Revelation 12 it is always Satan working through Rome. 
 
How about the little horn? Is that Satan working through Rome also? (yes) 
 
So if that's the case then - what must the dragon represent in Revelation 12:17? 
DO NOT MISS THIS POINT! It's Satan working through Rome - at the end of time. 
 
In Revelation 12 - the dragon is basically describing different stages of Rome. 

Stage 1. The dragon tries to kill the child. 

Stage 2. The dragon persecutes the woman for 1260 years. 

Stage 3. The dragon becomes enrages at the remnant of the woman's seed at the end     

               of time. 
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If the dragon in the first stage represents Satan working through Rome, and the dragon in the second stage 
represents Satan working through Rome, then the third stage of the dragon in Revelation 12:17 must also be 
Satan working through Rome – the Roman Catholic Papacy. 
 
So who is the visible power on earth that is coming after God's remnant people at the end of time? It's the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

WEDNESDAY – Paul in the Mission Field 

After Jesus ascends to heaven what did Paul teach in the mission field? Did he bring a new religion with new 
truths and doctrines? 
 
Truth never stops being truth. 
 
In Acts 26 Paul is speaking about his post-conversion experience - notice what he says about his teachings...) 
 

(Acts 26:22, 23) Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing 
both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and 
Moses did say should come: 
23  That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, 
and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. 

 
Paul says he taught NOTHING ELSE but what Moses and the prophets wrote. It’s interesting that the book of 
Romans has an abundance of quotations from the Old Testament to sustain Paul's theology. He constantly refers 
to Abraham and David -- as examples of Justification by Faith. 
The apostle Paul uses these men to show that people - in the Old Testament - were saved by grace too. 
 
Again, speaking of Paul and what he preached in the mission field:  

Acts 28:23, 24) And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his 
lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them 
concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning 
till evening. 
24  And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not. 

 
Paul, the champion of the gospel of Christ taught Jesus from the writings of Moses and the prophets. 

THURSDAY – Mission and Multiculturalism 

(Acts 10:34) …God is no respecter of persons… 
 
This term “multiculturalism” has come into the church and has had some devastating effects. We won’t have time 
to go into this properly but we should realize that the church of God is to be united as one whole. In heaven there 
will be none of this. 
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True there are times when “multiculturalism” takes its proper role. Obviously if there is an all-Spanish speaking 
community there will be a Spanish speaking church. I have personally been to a Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
Maryland where many of the people are from India. They wear traditional Indian garb, but they worship the Lord 
in holiness and reverence. They sing holy songs to the Lord. In other words multiculturalism doesn’t dominate the 
worship service. It is not used as an excuse to worship in an inappropriate manner. 
 
The workers of Christ will give the same message to all cultures around the globe. 

(Revelation 14:6, 7) And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people, 
7 Saying with a loud voice… (then follows the Three Angel’s Messages) 

 
The Three Angel’s Messages must be given to all races of people. 
 
 
The Jewish Talmud 

This is a collection of all the traditions of the Jews. It states “The world rests on three pillars: 1. The Law   2. The 
Temple   3. Good Works.” 
 
Did Paul now say that Jesus is now in the heavenly temple and the earthly temple had no significance? Yes, just 
read the book of Hebrews. 
 
Did Paul also teach that the ceremonial laws had come to an end?  Yes. 
 
And did he also teach that we’re not saved by our good works but saved by grace through faith?  Yes. 
 
Paul teaches completely opposite than what he believed before as he goes to the Gentiles. Remember what Jesus 
said in Acts 1:8 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. 

 
It’s interesting that in the book of Acts this is the very sequence that the gospel follows. 

Chapters 1-7 – they’re in Jerusalem 

Chapter 8 – the gospel is going to Samaria 

Chapter 9 – Saul of Tarsus is converted 

Chapter 10 – they’re going to Caesarea and to Cornelius and then to the furthest ends of the earth. 
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