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The Vital Importance of Studying, Hearing and Proclaiming our End-time 

Message and The Spirit and Power of Elijah 

 
For this last lesson, entitled “Must the Whole World Hear,” we will deviate from standard format and look 
at what it means to be a Seventh-day Adventist and at how vital it is to not forget our prophetic roots 
and mission. 
 
As I type today, Pope Francis has landed in the United States at the White House. He will visit with 
President Obama at the White House and speak before both houses of Congress - something a Pope has 
never done before. We are told that he will even challenge our nation’s founding principles and 
documents (The Declaration of Independence). He will also speak at the United Nations to push the 
climate change agenda and speak from Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address lectern at the World 
Meeting of Families in Philadelphia. All of these appointments of Pope Francis have one goal in common 
--- Sunday legislation. 
 
With so much Bible prophecy being fulfilled the pulpits, publications, news outlets, etc… of every 
Seventh-day Adventist Church institution should be on fire, but the truth of the matter is it is completely 
silent --- across the board. I challenge you dear reader to find even one article sounding the alarm even 
a little bit about this issue. You won’t be able to produce it. Not even Liberty magazine has done so. 
Something is seriously wrong, so wrong that it is mindboggling. The only people in the world who know 
what is going on, and know what the mark of the beast is, are keeping their mouths shut. 
 
When our church decides to speak about Pope Francis it is in a positive light and the article is telling 
Seventh-day Adventists to basically join in on the climate change issue with Pope Francis. See the 
following article: 

http://www.adventistreview.org/do-adventists-have-a-beef-with-pope-francis 

It’s as if we are scared to tell the truth of our prophetic message. 
 
Only a few of the “mainstream” self-supporting ministries have given the trumpet a certain sound 
(Amazing Facts, Amazing Discoveries, Secrets Unsealed, White Horse Media have done so). We thank 
God for them and others who we may not have mentioned. 
 
This week we hope to inspire you to a deeper experience/commitment with the Lord and to the vital 
importance of studying, hearing, and proclaiming our historic end-time message. The following study is 
one I gave a few months ago at my local church for Prayer Meeting. God opened the way for me to have 
the time for just one week to clear up some confusion created by the regular speaker. It was stated that 
there is no need to talk about the end-time events, and the reason given is: “We know this stuff is going 
to happen anyway so why talk about it.” 
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This lesson is divided into two main studies: 

1. The Vital Importance of Studying, Hearing and the Proclaiming of our End-time Message” 
2. The Spirit and Power of Elijah (starts around p. 6) 

 
 
Opening Scripture: Luke 21:25-28 
 
1. What is the mission of God’s people who are living in the end times? 

Matt. 24:14, Matt. 28:19, 20, Rev. 14:6 

 
2. What kind of truth does the Bible tell us to be established upon? 

2 Peter 1:12 
 
3. What is “present truth” and is there a distinction between “truth” and “present truth”? 

(EW, 63) There are many precious truths contained in the Word of God, but it is “present truth” that 
the flock needs now. I have seen the danger of the messengers running off from the important 
points of present truth, to dwell upon subjects that are not calculated to unite the flock and sanctify 
the soul. Satan will here take every possible advantage to injure the cause. 
But such subjects as the sanctuary, in connection with the 2300 days, the commandments of God 
and the faith of Jesus, are perfectly calculated to explain the past Advent movement and show what 
our present position is, establish the faith of the doubting, and give certainty to the glorious future. 
These, I have frequently seen, were the principal subjects on which the messengers should dwell. 
 
(CW, p. 30) The passing of the time in 1844 was a period of great events, opening to our astonished 
eyes the cleansing of the sanctuary transpiring in heaven, and having decided relation to God's 
people upon the earth, [also] the first and second angels' messages and the third, unfurling 
the banner on which was inscribed, "The commandments of God and the faith of Jesus." One of the 
landmarks under this message was the temple of God, seen by His truth-loving people in heaven, 
and the ark containing the law of God. The light of the Sabbath of the fourth commandment 
flashed its strong rays in the pathway of the transgressors of God's law. The nonimmortality of 
the wicked is an old landmark. I can call to mind nothing more that can come under the head of 
the old landmarks. All this cry about changing the old landmarks is all imaginary. 

 
4. What is the gospel?  John 3:16, 17 

 
5. Do we have a special message and is it connected with the gospel? Rev. 14:6-12 

(Ev, 119-120) In a special sense Seventh-day Adventists have been set in the world as watchmen 
and light-bearers. To them has been entrusted the last warning for a perishing world. On them is 
shining wonderful light from the Word of God. They have been given a work of the most solemn 
import,--the proclamation of the first, second, and third angels' messages. There is no other work of 
so great importance. They are to allow nothing else to absorb their attention. 
The most solemn truths ever entrusted to mortals have been given us to proclaim to the world. The 
proclamation of these truths is to be our work. The world is to be warned, and God's people are to 
be true to the trust committed to them. . . . 
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Shall we wait until God's judgments fall upon the transgressor before we tell him how to avoid them? 
Where is our faith in the Word of God? Must we see things foretold come to pass before we will 
believe what He has said? In clear, distinct rays light has come to us, showing us that the great day 
of the Lord is near at hand, "even at the door.” 

 
6. What separates us from the world? 

(4T, 540) We have been separated from the world by the great cleaver of truth.  

(5T, 455) God has called His church in this day, as He called ancient Israel, to stand as a light in the 
earth. By the mighty cleaver of truth, the messages of the first, second, and third angels, 
He has separated them from the churches and from the world to bring them into a 
sacred nearness to Himself. He has made them the depositaries of His law and has committed to 
them the great truths of prophecy for this time. Like the holy oracles committed to ancient Israel, 
these are a sacred trust to be communicated to the world. The three angels of Revelation 14 
represent the people who accept the light of God's messages and go forth as His agents to sound 
the warning throughout the length and breadth of the earth. Christ declares to His followers: "Ye are 
the light of the world." To every soul that accepts Jesus the cross of Calvary speaks: "Behold the 
worth of the soul: 'Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.'" Nothing is to 
be permitted to hinder this work. It is the all-important work for time; it is to be far-reaching as 
eternity. The love that Jesus manifested for the souls of men in the sacrifice which He made for their 
redemption, will actuate all His followers. 

 
7. What has made the churches Babylon?  Rev. 14:7 

(EW, 237) As the churches refused to receive the first angel’s message, they rejected the light from 
heaven and fell from the favor of God. They trusted to their own strength, and by opposing the first 
message placed themselves where they could not see the light of the second angel’s message. But 
the beloved of God, who were oppressed, accepted the message, “Babylon is fallen,” and left the 
churches.{EW 237.2} 
 
(GC, 383) Many of the Protestant churches are following Rome’s example of iniquitous connection 
with “the kings of the earth”—the state churches, by their relation to secular governments; and other 
denominations, by seeking the favor of the world. And the term “Babylon”—confusion—may be 
appropriately applied to these bodies, all professing to derive their doctrines from the Bible, yet 
divided into almost innumerable sects, with widely conflicting creeds and theories. 
 

8. What will bring a revival in our churches? 

(TM, 114) When the books of Daniel and Revelation are better understood, believers will have an 
entirely different religious experience. They will be given such glimpses of the open gates of heaven 
that heart and mind will be impressed with the character that all must develop in order to realize the 
blessedness which is to be the reward of the pure in heart. 
 
(LDE, 15, 16) There is need of a much closer study of the Word of God; especially should Daniel and 
the Revelation have attention as never before…. The unfulfilled predictions of the book of Revelation 
are soon to be fulfilled. This prophecy is now to be studied with diligence by the people of God and 
should be clearly understood. It does not conceal the truth; it clearly forewarns, telling us what will 
be in the future…. The solemn messages that have been given in their order in the Revelation are to 
occupy the first place in the minds of God’s people…. There are many who do not understand the 
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prophecies relating to these days and they must be enlightened. It is the duty of both watchmen and 
laymen to give the trumpet a certain sound…. Let the watchmen now lift up their voice and give the 
message which is present truth for this time. Let us show the people where we are in prophetic 
history…. Great pains should be taken to keep this subject before the people. The solemn fact is to 
be kept not only before the people of the world but before our own churches also, that the day of 
the Lord will come suddenly, unexpectedly. The fearful warning of the prophecy is addressed to 
every soul. Let no one feel that he is secure from the danger of being surprised. Let no one’s 
interpretation of prophecy rob you of the conviction of the knowledge of events which show that this 
great event is near at hand. 
 
Also read Ezekiel 37:1-14 “The Valley of Dry Bones” (It was the repeated prophesying of Ezekiel that 
brought life to the dry, dead bones) 
 

9. What is the purpose of the Latter Rain? Rev. 18:1-5 

(EW, 71)  I saw that many were neglecting the preparation so needful and were looking to the time 
of “refreshing” and the “latter rain” to fit them to stand in the day of the Lord and to live in His sight. 
Oh, how many I saw in the time of trouble without a shelter! They had neglected the needful 
preparation; therefore they could not receive the refreshing that all must have to fit them to live in 
the sight of a holy God. 
 
(EW, 85)  At that time the “latter rain,” or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, will come, to 
give power to the loud voice of the third angel, and prepare the saints to stand in the period when 
the seven last plagues shall be poured out. (also LDE, 186) 

 
10. How many harvests are there and what prepares it? Rev. 14:6-12, 14-15, 17-20 
 
11. Can we preach the love of God or preach Jesus only without God’s special      

 messages? 

(VSS, 325) The present truth, the special message given to our world, even the third angel’s 
message, comprehends a vast field, containing heavenly treasures. No one can be excusable who 
says, “I will no longer have anything to do with these special messages; I will preach Christ.” No one 
can preach Christ, and present the truth as it is in Jesus, unless he presents the truths that are to 
come before the people at the present time, when such important developments are taking place. 

 
12. What types of messages do the people of God’s need to hear? 

(EW, 63) There are many precious truths contained in the Word of God, but it is “present truth” that 
the flock needs now. (see question #3 for more) 

 
13. If you choose not to proclaim God’s special message and give the warning    

 what are you?   Isaiah 56:10-12, Philippians 3:2, Rev. 22:15 
 
As we close this study, and as we discern the times in which we are living, we must get our houses in 
order. The Spirit of Prophecy gives us some serious admonition to deeply consider. 
 

The only hope for the Laodiceans is a clear view of their standing before God, and a 
knowledge of the nature of their disease. (4T, 87) 
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The word “only” means there is no other option. We have a disease that leads us to believe that we are 
all right when in reality we are all wrong before God. Many of us are inclined to think that because we 
hang in present truth circles, listen to present truth messages and know the truth very well, that we are 
in a better condition than many of our brethren in the church. Is this case? 
 

I was shown that a most solemn work is before us. Its importance and magnitude 
are not realized. As I marked the indifference which was everywhere apparent, I 
was alarmed for ministers and people. There seemed to be a paralysis upon the 
cause of present truth. The work of God seemed stayed. Ministers and people are 
unprepared for the time in which they live, and nearly all who profess to believe 
present truth are unprepared to understand the work of preparation for this time. In 
their present state of worldly ambition, with their lack of consecration to God, their 
devotion to self, they are wholly unfitted to receive the latter rain and, having done 
all, to stand against the wrath of Satan, who by his inventions would cause them to 
make shipwreck of faith, fastening upon them some pleasing self-deception. They 
think they are all right when they are all wrong. (1T, 466) 

 
Many of us are wearing our own garments of righteousness. Let us realize our true standing before God 
and allow him, instead of self, to be the author and finisher of our faith. 
 
 

THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIJAH 

Notice the description given about the pure woman of Revelation 12 during the 1260 years of the Dark 
Ages: 
 

And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, 
that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. (Rev. 
12:6) 

 
What do the details given in this verse remind us of --- which Old Testament story? It's very obvious that 
it's referring of the story of Elijah. 
 
Let’s consider some questions: 

1. Did Elijah have to flee? 
2. Did he flee to the wilderness? 
3. Did he have a place prepared by God? 
4. Did God feed him there? 
5. Did this take place for 3 1/2 years?  

 
The answer is “yes” to all the above. So what is the background story to the period of the woman fleeing 
to the wilderness for a time, times, and the dividing of time in Revelation 12? It is the story of Elijah. It 
is very clear that the church is the end-time Elijah. In other words it will do the work that Elijah did. 
 
This brings us to our next question: What work did Elijah perform? As we begin to answer this let’s 
establish what were the issues in Elijah’s day. 
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The issues were two-fold: 

1. Worship 
2. The law was a matter of controversy 

 
Before we look at the issues in-depth and in order to understand this better we need to review some of 
the history of the seven churches. 
 
A review of the first four churches 
The first church (Ephesus) represents the period of the apostolic church. The second church (Smyrna) 
describes the relentless persecution of the church during the period of Imperial Rome.  The third church 
(Pergamos) describes the period when paganism penetrated into the Christian church. This was during 
the period of Constantine. And the fourth church (Thyatira) describes the period of Papal supremacy. 
This was when the Bible and the work of Christ were being eclipsed. 
 
 
We need to look at this church in particular – the church of Thyatira. This church represents the same 
time period as what we just read in Revelation 12:6 when the woman flees into the wilderness and she 
is nourished there by God. 
 

Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that 
woman Jezebel, (Revelation 2:20)   

 
Who is at work in the church of Thyatira? It is none other than Jezebel. She is also found later on in the 
book of Revelation - the first beast of Revelation 13 and the great whore of Revelation 17. These two 
are the same power. The only difference is the first beast of Revelation 13 the primary focus is on the 
1260 years. The focus is on the past career of the papacy. And Revelation 17 is when the deadly wound 
is healed and she is restored. Doesn’t Revelation speak of one of the heads receiving a deadly wound? 
Yes, Revelation 13:3, 10 speak of that deadly wound and it makes it clear that this wound would be 
healed. 
 
Revelation 17 is amplifying Revelation 13:3 - the period of when the deadly wound is healed --- or when 
the waters of persecution start flowing again. 
 

Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou [the church of 
Thyatira] sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach 
and to seduce my servants to commit fornication... (Revelation 2:20)   

 
Was the Jezebel of the Old Testament a harlot? Was she an adulterous woman? And who was she 
fornicating with? Yes, and she was fornicating with a king – King Ahab. 
 
Does this end-time harlot Babylon commit fornication? (yes) But what does this represent symbolically? 
Revelation 17:1, 2 says she fornicates with the kings of the earth. In other words she joins church and 
state. 
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So we are not dealing with literal Jezebel during the period of the fourth church because Jezebel had 
been dead a long time. So if this is symbolic Jezebel then it must also be symbolic fornication. You can't 
have a symbolic woman committing literal fornication. 
 
 

(Revelation 2:20)  ...and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 
 
Spiritual end-time Jezebel is also guilty of idolatry. 
 

And I gave her space (time) to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 
Now because she did not repent - what is God going to do? 
Behold, I will cast her into a (sick) bed... (Rev. 2:21, 22) 

 
Is she going to be out of commission for a while? Yes - and when did that happen? During the French 
Revolution and culminating in 1798 - she was thrown into a sick bed. 
 

(22) ...and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation... 
 
This "great tribulation" is the French Revolution. 
 

(22)  ...except they repent of their deeds. 
 
Does Thyatira have children? 

23  And I will kill her children with death... 
 
What are her children? (Do we even have to guess?) It’s obviously the Protestant churches that came 
out of her but didn’t come out all the way. Have you ever heard the saying "Like mother, like daughter"? 
 

23  And I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know... 
 
What does "all the churches" mean? Does it mean all seven of them? Yes, is there a time coming when 
God is going to open up the books and reveal the whole history of the Christian church? 
 
Listen to the terminology used here: 

(23)  ...and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins 
(minds) and hearts... 

 
Who in Daniel 7 is judged for persecuting the saints? The little horn – which is the same power as 
Thyatira. 
 

(23)  ...I am he which searcheth the reins (minds) and hearts: and I will give 
unto every one of you according to your works. 

 
Now when does that take place?  

(Revelation 22:12)  And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give 
every man according as his work shall be. 
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Do you have the Investigative Judgment spoken of in this church? Yes and it’s future from the time that 
Jezebel rules. And the the rewarding is also future from the time that Jezebel rules. 
 
In Revelation 13 do you have the 1260 year reign of the beast spoken of?  Yes, and right after that in 
chapter 14 you have “the hour of his judgment is come.” It’s the same sequence. 
 
In the Old Testament story, Jezebel, the pagan priestess introduced the apostasy into Israel. In 
Revelation, Thyatira is the period where paganism was blended with Christianity. 
 
Was King Ahab a representative of God's people? Yes, but who was he fornicating with? He was 
fornicating with paganism - a pagan queen (Jezebel). And thus you have a blend of paganism and 
Christianity. 
 
In both cases it is Jezebel who introduces the apostasy. 

And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord above all that were 
before him. 
And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal 
king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped him. (1 
Kings 16:30, 31)   

 
Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that 
woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to 
seduce my servants to commit fornication,  and to eat things sacrificed unto 
idols. (Revelation 2:20)   

 
 
A look at the first issue “worship” (in the days of Elijah) 
In the days of Elijah they were worshiping Baal who was the sun-god. It’s interesting that we find the 
issue of sun-worship in this story. 
 

And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal 
king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped him. (1 
Kings 16:31)   

 
For he served Baal, and worshipped him, and provoked to anger the Lord God 
of Israel, according to all that his father had done. (1 Kings 22:53) 

 
So very clearly the issue in Elijah’s day is over true worship verses the false, and in particular about 
false-worship to the sun-god Baal. 
 
With spiritual Elijah the issue of false worship will be the same at the end of time.  
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And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they 
worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make 
war with him? (Revelation 13:4)   

 
And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written 
in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. (Revelation 
13:8)   

 
And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth 
and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was 
healed. (Revelation 13:12)   

 
And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the 
beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image 
of the beast should be killed. (Revelation 13:15)   

 
The issue at the end of time is over worship. Only this time it's with the day of the sun. 
 
 
A look at the second issue “the law” 
 

And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he 
that troubleth Israel? 
And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in 
that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou hast 
followed Baalim. (1 Kings 18:17, 18)   

 
By following and worshipping Baal means they were forsaking the commandments of the Lord. 
 
Which commandments especially were being forsaken? It's actually the first table of the law - the first 
four commandments (primarily). 
 
Will the matters of God’s law, esp. the first table, be a matter in the end times? Daniel in speaking of the 
little horn which is a symbol for end-time Jezebel – the Roman Catholic system says… 

And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints 
of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given 
into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. (Daniel 7:25) 

 
What is end-time Jezebel called in 2 Thessalonians 2? There are two names: 

1. The man of sin (vs. 3) 
According to 1 John 3:4 “Sin is the transgression of the law.” This means he's the man that 
breaks and violates the law of God. This is pretty serious stuff! 

2. The mystery of iniquity (vs. 7 - KJV) 
The word "iniquity" is not the best translation because the Greek word for "iniquity" is “adikia".  
But the Greek word used here is "anomia".  "Nomia" means “law".  In the Greek placing an "a" 
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before a word makes it mean the opposite. So "anomia" would mean "against the law" or it 
means “to transgress the law.” 
 

When we put all this together this system is the man who breaks and is against the law of God. 
 
 
THE GOSPEL IN THE DAYS OF ELIJAH 
In the days of Elijah the people forgot the gospel. In other words they forgot the way in which God 
saves people. 
 

And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came 
near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken down. 
(1 Kings 18:30)   

 
Animals were placed on the altar, and what did those animals represent? It represented the death of 
Christ. In other words it represented salvation. 
 
They had a wrong concept of salvation and the first thing Elijah does is he repair the altar of the Lord 
that was broken down. 
 
Continuing in 1 Kings 18 

31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons 
of Jacob, unto whom the word of the Lord came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: 
32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord: and he made a 
trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed. 
33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the 
wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and 
on the wood. 
34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, 
Do it the third time. And they did it the third time. 
35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with 
water. 
36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice... 

 
Why at the time of the evening sacrifice? What is he restoring? He’s restoring true worship. He's 
restoring what the gospel is. It's salvation through the shedding of the blood of the Lamb. There was 
always a morning and an evening sacrifice which was made for the sins of Israel. Elijah is restoring the 
Hebrew way of salvation. 
 

36  And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that 
Elijah the prophet came near, and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, 
let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and 
that I have done all these things at thy word. 
37  Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord 
God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. 
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Did end-time Jezebel (the little horn) blur the gospel way of salvation? (yes) 
 

Daniel 8:11  Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him 
the daily [sacrifice] was taken away, and the place of the sanctuary was cast 
down. 

 
The little horn (Roman Papacy) cast down the sanctuary (the altar). And if he casts it down that means 
it has to be what? What did Elijah do? He restored it. 
 
What view of salvation did the prophets of Baal have? 
They felt they had to cut themselves, and shout and holler in order to earn the favor of God. This is 
salvation by works. But Elijah demonstrated, by sacrificing a Lamb that salvation is by grace. 
 
 
During the period of Elijah there was no rain. 

And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the 
Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain 
these years, but according to my word. (1 Kings 17:1)   

 
This is also true of end-time Jezebel during her 1260 reign. 

And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand 
two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 
These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of 
the earth. 
And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth 
their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 
These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their 
prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the 
earth with all plagues, as often as they will. (Revelation 11:3-6)   

 
Now what is the reason for the scarcity of rain? Why wasn't there rain in the days of Elijah and why 
wasn't there rain (spiritually speaking) in the days when end-time Jezebel was ruling during the 1260 
days/years? 
 
What does the rain represent? It represents the Holy Spirit. In other words there was a scarcity of the 
Holy Spirit - but why? 
 

If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the 
land, or if I send pestilence among my people; 
If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. (2 Chronicles 7:13, 14)   

 
The reason why there was no rain in the days of Elijah and during the 1260 years was because of the 
wickedness of the church. 
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But it was something even more specific. 

(1 Kings 17:17, 18)  And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said 
unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? 
18  And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, 
in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou hast 
followed Baalim. 

 
And we know very well that the commandments of the Lord were being "forsaken" during the 1260 
years. 
 
What happens when there is scarcity of rain? There's a famine for the Word. 
 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not 
a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord: 
And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they 
shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it. (Amos 8:11, 
12)   

 
So when it says during the period of the Two Witnesses that there was no rain, or no Holy Spirit, and 
there's famine, this means that the Word of God is scarce – or it's forbidden. 
 
The Bible says... 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. (Psalm 119:105)   
 
How long did this famine (no rain) last in the days of Elijah? It was 3 1/2 years? 

Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it 
might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six 
months. (James 5:17) 

 
How long did the famine (no rain) last in Revelation 12 and 13? It was a symbolic 3 1/2 years (1260 
days). 
 
 
After the 3 ½ years was Elijah taken to heaven? 

And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared 
a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went 
up by a whirlwind into heaven. (2 Kings 2:11)   

 
What about in the days of end-time Jezebel? Notice what was taken to heaven after the 3 ½ symbolic 
years? 
 

(Speaking of the Two Witnesses)  And after three days and an half the spirit of life 
from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell 
upon them which saw them. 
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And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And 
they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. (Rev. 
11:11, 12) 

 
Why is the Bible symbolic and parallel of Elijah? Simply because Elijah’s message that he had to bear 
was the message from the Bible – and not his own words. 
 
This story of Elijah is foundational for understanding as God’s end-time people and it also shows us what 
our mission and our message is. 
 

Ministers of present truth, while they bear a pointed testimony, reproving individual 
wrongs and seeking to tear away the idols from the camp of Israel, should manifest 
forbearance. They should preach the truth in its solemnity and importance, and if 
this finds its way to the heart it will accomplish that for the receiver which nothing 
else can. But if the truth spoken in the demonstration of the Spirit does not cut 
away the idols, it will be of no avail to denounce and bear down upon the individual. 
It may appear that some are joined to their idols, yet I saw that we should be very 
reluctant to give up the poor, deceived ones. We should ever bear in mind that we 
are all erring mortals, and that Christ exercises much pity for our weakness, and 
loves us although we err. If God should deal with us as we often deal with one 
another, we should be consumed. While ministers preach the plain, cutting truth, 
they must let the truth do the cutting and hewing, not do it themselves. They 
should lay the ax, the truths of God’s word, at the root of the tree, and something 
will be accomplished. Pour out the testimony just as straight as it is found in the 
word of God, with a heart full of the warming, quickening influence of His Spirit, all 
in tenderness, yearning for souls, and the work among God’s people will be 
effectual. The reason why there is so little of the Spirit of God manifested is that 
ministers learn to do without it. They lack the grace of God, lack forbearance and 
patience, lack a spirit of consecration and sacrifice; and this is the only reason why 
some are doubting the evidences of God’s word. The trouble is not at all in the word 
of God, but in themselves. They lack the grace of God, lack devotion, personal 
piety, and holiness. This leads them to be unstable, and throws them often on 
Satan’s battlefield. I saw that however strongly men may have advocated the truth, 
however pious they may appear to be, when they begin to talk unbelief in regard to 
some scriptures, claiming that they cause them to doubt the inspiration of the Bible, 
we should be afraid of them, for God is at a great distance from them. (1T, 383) 
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