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INTRODUCTION: ROMANS 1:1-15 

“Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,” Romans 

1:1 

“servant” 

Paul begins his epistle by telling us that he is “a servant of Jesus Christ.” The word “servant” means 

“slave.” Paul is a slave. He has a Master, and his name is Jesus. He belongs to Him. 

In what way do we belong to Jesus? 

“For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.” 

1 Corinthians 6:20 

“Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.” 1 Corinthians 7:23  

“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 

grace; . . .  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 

holy and without blame before him in love:” Ephesians 1:7, 4. 

God owns us in two ways. First by creation, and second by redemption. Through the shed blood of 

Christ, we belong to Jesus. Before He came and died for our sins, He had predestined us to be “holy and 

without blame.” He desires that we glorify Him in our body, and in our spirit.  

But we are more than servants. “Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an 

heir of God through Christ.” Galatians 4:7. We are sons and daughters to God. Adopted into the family 

of God. And we will be heirs of the kingdom of God, if we prove faithful unto the end.  

So if someone asks you, “Who are you?” What will you say? Will you tell them that you are a servant of 

Jesus Christ? Will you tell them that you are a son or daughter of God? Will you tell them that your 

inheritance is not this old world, but a new world wherein dwells righteousness? 

“apostle” 

The word “apostle” means “one sent.” A good illustration of this concerning the life of Paul is found in 

these words, “Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from 

Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.” God has used 

Paul to establish many churches throughout Asia Minor. He was sent to raise up churches where none 

had existed before. As Paul wrote, “Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was 

named, lest I should build upon another man's foundation: But as it is written, To whom he was not 

spoken of, they shall see: and they that have not heard shall understand. For which cause also I have 
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been much hindered from coming to you. But now having no more place in these parts, and having a 

great desire these many years to come unto you;” Romans 15:20-23. 

Paul had desired to come to Rome, but God had sent him in many other places where Christ was not 

named. Until this work was done in unreached territories, he was not yet allowed to go to Rome. But 

when his duties were finished he could move on to the next phase in his ministry. 

“separated” 

The word “separated” means “to mark off from others by a boundary.” In the book of Acts we find both 

Barnabas and Saul [or, Paul] set apart for the gospel working. “Now there were in the church that was at 

Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of 

Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered 

to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I 

have called them. And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them 

away.” Acts 13:1-3. 

At the second coming of Christ there will be a separation between the righteous and the wicked. “When 

the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne 

of his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, 

as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:” Matthew 25:31, 32. 

“gospel” 

But before that separation can take place, there must be men and women that are “separated unto the 

gospel of God.” The word for “gospel” means “good news.” As such, the gospel should be proclaimed 

with much conviction and joy. After all, it is “good” news.  

It is the good news of God saving man from the penalty of sin and the power of sin. By faith in God, we 

can be both forgiven and changed into His image.  

“(Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)” Romans 1:2 

“promised afore” 

When was this good news promised before? After Adam and Eve sinned, God said, “And I will put 

enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 

thou shalt bruise his heel.” Genesis 3:15. 

As soon as there was a sinner, there was the promise of a Savior. The serpent would eventually be 

destroyed with the bruising of his head. The Son of God would become the Son of man to bear the 

penalty of guilty man. Though His heal shall be bruised with the crucifixion, the wound is not eternally 

fatal. Christ would die a cruel death. But He has been risen for our justification and redemption.  
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“Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the 

flesh;” Romans 1:3 

“made” 

The word for “made” means “to be born.” Jesus was born of the “seed of David.” He put on human 

flesh. He took upon Himself our fallen nature. Born of the lineage of David.  

Jesus was “made” or born at the right time. Paul wrote, “But when the fullness of the time was come, 

God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the 

law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.” Galatians 4:4, 5.  

Jesus was born “when the fullness of time was come.” He came at the perfect time when there was a 

common language throughout the known ancient world. It was the rule of one nation. He came when 

the Jewish people were dispersed amongst the nations of the world. All of these elements made it 

possible for the gospel to be spread more quickly.  

Jesus was “made under the law.” Paul also wrote, “For what the law could not do, in that it was weak 

through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in 

the flesh:” Romans 8:3.  

Jesus came in the “likeness of sinful flesh.” He put on human nature after 4,000 years of sin. By living a 

sinless life in our sinful flesh, Jesus made it possible for us to live a new life in this sinful flesh.  

Paul wrote, “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise 

took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the 

devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily 

he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all 

things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high 

priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he himself 

hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.” Hebrews 2:14-18. 

Jesus was of the “seed of Abraham.” He was a partaker of our “flesh and blood.” As such, he is able to 

both forgive us of our sins and deliver us from the power of sin.  

“And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection 

from the dead:” Romans 1:4 

“the Son of God” 

Before Jesus put on human flesh and was born of the “seed of Abraham” and “made of the seed of 

David,” He was the Son of God from eternity. God had made of promise to the fallen human race that 

He would send His own Son into the world. His Son would live a life of holiness and condemn sin in our 
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flesh. His Son would sacrifice His own life for the life of guilty man. Then as Jesus was raised in newness 

of life by the power of the resurrection, we may live by that same power.  

These three elements are all connected. There is (1) Jesus the Son of God, (2) His sinless life in our fallen 

flesh, and (3) the power of His resurrection. Only He who is equal to His Father, the self-existent, fully 

divine Son of God, could pay the penalty of our sins. This same Jesus must also live a sinless life in our 

fallen flesh. And He must also raise again from the dead as our Savior, Priest, and King. If Jesus was not 

fully divine there is no gospel. If Jesus had sinned in our flesh there is no gospel. If Jesus be not raise, 

then our faith is in vain. 

So in the first four verse we have both the humanity and the divinity of Christ as the focus of Paul’s 

introduction to the book of Romans. 

“By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for 

his name:” Romans 1:5    

“By whom” 

The words “by whom” mean “through whom.” It is through Christ that we have received “grace and 

apostleship.” Grace is the power of God to keep a man from sinning. And apostleship is the commission 

to go forth in both word and deed to reach precious souls with the love of Christ.  

Why do we need both “grace” and “apostleship”? It need it for the “obedience to the faith among all 

nations, for his name.” 

To be a witness for Christ we need grace or divine power to live a holy life. We also need apostleship. 

We need to make ourselves available for service to meet the needs of suffering humanity amongst all 

nations. There is no such thing as a holy life that refuses to witness for Christ.  

Through Christ we may have the power to life a godly life and to reach out to those around us.  

“Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ:” Romans 1:6 

“the called of Jesus Christ” 

We are “the called of Jesus Christ.” We are called to receive grace. We are called to receive apostleship 

as a functioning part of the body of Christ. We are called for obedience to the faith.  

The question is not whether we are calling or not, but are we listening? Are we listening to the call of 

living a victorious Christian life each day? Are we listening for the call of witnessing? Are we choosing to 

be obedient each day?  

We are the called of “Jesus Christ.” We are called specifically to follow Jesus. We are called to have a 

close and intimate devotional life with Him each day. We are called to walk in the presence of Christ 

each day. We are at all times to call upon Him for help and guidance.  
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“To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 1:7 

“To all that be in Rome” 

When Paul writes, “to all that be in Rome,” he is referring to all “Christians” that are in Rome.  

“beloved of God” 

Paul now turns his attention to the hearer of the book of Romans. He first reminds his fellow believers 

that they are loved of God. In the book of Ephesians, Paul wrote, “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his 

great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 

Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)” Ephesians 2:4, 5. God not only loves us, but He has a “great love” for us.  

The Bibles most familiar text tells us that God loved us so much that He gave His only Son to die for our 

sins. As the apostle John wrote, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. 

We are told that nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. “For I am persuaded, that neither 

death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38, 39. 

“called to be saints” 

The words “called to be saints” means “called to be holy ones.” He who loves us with an everlasting love 

has also called us to be holy.  

The term “holy” carries with it the understanding of separation for a holy use. We are called to be 

separate from a sinful world to be holy unto the Lord for a holy use. In like manner, the seventh-day 

Sabbath is separate from the other six days of the weeks. It is separated for a holy use.  

“grace and peace” 

Grace is the power of God to keep a man from sinning. When we lived by the same power that raised 

Jesus from the grace, we have peace. Grace and peace go together. Consider these words of Paul, 

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:” Romans 5:1. 

When we receive the forgiveness of our sins we receive peace from above. Consider this powerful 

statement, ““Whoever consents to renounce sin and open his heart to the love of Christ, becomes a 

partaker of this heavenly peace. There is no other ground of peace then this. The grace of Christ 

received into the heart, subdues enmity; it allays strife and fills the soul with love. He who is at peace 

with God and his fellow men cannot be made miserable. Envy will not be in his heart, evil surmising will 

find no room there; hatred cannot exist. The heart that is in harmony with God is a partaker of the 
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peace of heaven and will diffuse its blessed influence on all around. The spirit of peace will rest like dew 

upon hearts weary and troubled with worldly strife.” Mount of Blessing 27, 28. 

“First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the 

whole world.” Romans 1:8 

“I thank my God” 

Paul first thanks God for all the saints in Rome. After all, without God there would be no saints in Rome. 

Paul is thankful for how God has worked so wonderfully in the lives of so many. The faith of many of 

these saints had become known around the world.  

“For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I 

make mention of you always in my prayers;” Romans 1:9  

“I serve with my spirit in the gospel” 

Paul saw his service in the gospel as a spiritual calling. This was not some career path or nine to five job. 

As such, he prayed for them daily.  

We too are more likely to pray for others when we take our calling seriously. Too often we simply accept 

the role placed upon us by the nominating committee and the church, but fall short in serving “with my 

spirit in the gospel of His Son.” 

Daily we should dedicate all of who we are and all of what we have to the Lord. We should daily ask God 

to anoint our abilities that we may serve Him with our whole heart, mind, and soul.  

“Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God 

to come unto you.” Romans 1:10 

“prosperous journey” 

Coming to Rome was not a vacation for Paul. It was all part of his service to God. As such, he prayed that 

his journey to Rome would help further the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

“For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be 

established;” Romans 1:11 

“impart unto you some spiritual gift” 

Paul wanted to come to Rome and impart some spiritual gift that their faith might more firmly be 

established. Imparting spiritual gifts might come in the form of encouragement, knowledge, or training. 

There are many gifts of the Spirit as described in 1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12, and Ephesians 4. 
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The purpose of each gift of the Spirit is for the purpose of blessing others. By exercising these gifts we 

are imparting a spiritual blessing.  

Every time you preach a sermon you want to impart some spiritual gift. Every time you give a Bible 

study, visit someone in the hospital, or share some truth-filled literature, your desire is to impart some 

blessing to them. Consider all that you do for the Lord as a spiritual calling. Ask God to anoint your 

talents for His service. With every effort, pray that some spiritual blessing comes to others. 

“That is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.” Romans 

1:12  

“comforted together” 

Paul looked forward to his fellowship with the believers in Rome. Due to their mutual faith in Christ, his 

prayer was that they may comfort one another.  

Too many churches are a social club where there is very little faith and very little growth. But when we 

meet together everyone should be encouraged by our time together. If we all came with the intention of 

imparting some spiritual blessing, then certainly we would all be blessed together.  

It is not enough to simply be nice to one another once a week Sabbath morning. We need to learn to 

pray together at our midweek prayer meetings. We need to learn to work together in reaching out to 

precious souls. If we study together, pray together, and work together, we will grow together. 

“Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but 

was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles.” 

Romans 1:13 

“I purposed to come unto you” 

Since Paul had not as yet been to Rome, some began to question whether he truly wanted to come to 

Rome. We learn later in the epistle that Paul had a work to do before he came to Rome. When that work 

was finished then he was free to visit the believers there.  

“some fruit among you also” 

Paul’s work in other places had been fruitful. He had established many churches in Asia Minor. He now 

desired to come to Rome and see some fruit from his labors.  

He wasn’t interested in simply preaching some sermons. He wanted to see fruit. He wanted to see 

maturity in the members and new converts.  

Sometimes we can fall into the trap of sowing seeds with little expectation in seeing any fruit. We need 

to be more prayerful about the harvest and learn to help people make decisions for Christ. 
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“I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise.” Romans 

1:14 

“I am debtor” 

When you see yourself as a debtor, you think more as a servant. You have an attitude of service. You pay 

with loving acts. 

Too often people want to be served. They view life as what they can receive from others.  

“So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.” Romans 1:15 

Paul is ready to go to Rome, but he must first go to Jerusalem. See Romans 15:23-25.  

“I am ready to preach the gospel” 

Paul main thought in going to Rome was to preach the gospel. As we study the book of Romans, we 

learn what Paul understood the gospel to include. For him, the gospel begins with the forgiveness of sin. 

It continues with the overcoming of sin. When the gospel works in the church it is to produce the 

beautiful fruit of unity.  

DOCTRINAL SECTION: ROMANS 1:16-11:36 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 

that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” Romans 1:16 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ” 

What a wonderful way to begin the doctrinal section of the book by saying “I am not ashamed of the 

gospel.” What has often hindered the work of Christ is that we can become ashamed of being a 

Christian. We become ashamed of Christ, of being a creationist, of keeping the Sabbath, of being a 

vegetarian, or believing in the Spirit of Prophecy. 

In the days of Paul, it was considered scandalous among the Jews to believe in a Messiah that was 

crucified. It was consider foolishness among the Greeks to believe in a god that would die upon a cross. 

As Paul wrote, “But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 

foolishness;” 1 Corinthians 1:23. But we believe in Christ because he died upon the cross and rose again. 

More than believe, we are to glory in the cross of Christ. As Paul wrote, “But God forbid that I should 

glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 

world.” Galatians 6:14 

Christians were looked upon by many as filth upon the earth. As Paul wrote, “Being defamed, we 

entreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day.” 1 

Corinthians 4:13. 
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“it is the power of God” 

In the gospel or good news of Christ and Him crucified, there is power. It is so powerful that anyone who 

believes will be saved, whether you are a Jew or a Greek.  

In the gospel of Christ there is the power of love and self-sacrifice. There is the power of humility and 

meekness. There is the power of gentleness and kindness. There is the power of temperance and 

goodness.  

“the Jew first” 

The Jews were the first to receive the gospel as a nation. It was the perfect place to start. They had the 

Bible. They had the sanctuary services. They had a long history of God’s miraculous works. They had so 

much. They had so many advantages over other nations. So the gospel first went to the Jews in hopes 

that they would accept Jesus as the Messiah.  

As we know, some among the Jewish nation accepted Christ. But as a nation they rejected Him. 

“For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live 

by faith.” Romans 1:17 

“righteousness of God” 

We have no righteousness of our own. God’s righteousness is to be revealed through us. 

“revealed from faith to faith.” 

David spoke about going “from strength to strength.” Psalm 84:7. Paul elsewhere spoke about being 

changed into the image of Christ “from glory to glory.” 2 Corinthians 3:18. Now Paul talks about 

revealing God’s righteousness “from faith to faith.” There are two correct ways of understanding this 

phrase. 

First, “from faith to faith” means that we are to live by faith alone. At no time are we to have faith in our 

own strength. Christ is to be all in all. He is our strength and salvation and there is no other. 

Second, “from faith to faith” means we are to have a growing faith. As we add to our faith each day, we 

are manifesting God’s righteousness more and more.  

“As it is written” 

The following phrase, “The just shall live by faith,” was recorded previously in Habakkuk 2:4. 

“The just shall live by faith” 
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You have faith that God has forgiven you. Now live by that same faith that He is able to make you holy in 

Him. Do not begin with faith for the forgiveness of sins and then turn to sanctification by works. It is all 

of faith. We are to be justified by faith and sanctified by faith. Faith in what God can do in us.  

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 

who hold the truth in unrighteousness;” Romans 1:18 

“ungodliness” 

The term “ungodliness” means a lack of reverence for God. When people have no reverence for God, 

then they have no fear of God. When there is no fear of God, people do not much care what God has to 

say. They simply follow the impulse of their own devising.  

“unrighteousness” 

The term “unrighteousness” refers to a lack of right conduct. It refers to a life of wrong conduct and 

behavior. When people have no reverence for God, it leads to a life of unrighteousness. Which is falling 

short of keeping the commandments of God. 

“against all” 

If you are living a life of wrong conduct, you will face the wrath of God. Your religious affiliation will not 

save you.  

“hold the truth in unrighteousness” 

We can have a knowledge of God and yet not choose to obey God. In this way, we suppress a true 

knowledge of God to ourselves and others. 

“Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath showed it unto them.” 

Romans 1:19 

“is manifest in them” 

We were all created in the image of God. As such, all have a knowledge of God. In addition, we all have a 

sense of right and wrong. Before I became a Christian at the age of twenty, I knew that stealing, taking 

drugs, and such, were wrong. So inside of each one of us a knowledge of God. 

“God hath shewed” 

There is also an external knowledge of God. Through the things that God has made there is a knowledge 

of God.  
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So there are several ways in which man can know God. First, there is that internal revelation as the 

result of being created in the image of God. As such, we have sense of right and wrong. Due to our 

reasoning abilities and conscience we are without excuse in knowing God. 

Second, there is that external revelation through God’s creation. Nature speaks of the love of God and 

shows forth that there is a wonderful Intelligent Designer behind it all. 

Third, there are special revelations. The most important of these is the life and teachings of Jesus. Then 

there is the Word of God. And lastly, there is God’s true church. As Jesus said, “Ye are the light of the 

world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.” Matthew 5:14. And also, “By this shall all men know 

that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” John 13:35 

Paul had written, “Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should 

preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; And to make all men see what is the 

fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all 

things by Jesus Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 

might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which he 

purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:” Ephesians 3:8-11 

Paul was called to “make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery.” God wants to manifest His 

“wisdom” through “the church.” 

“For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by 

the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:” 

Romans 1:20 

“without excuse” 

God’s creation reveals His wisdom and character. Nature clearly points to an Intelligent Designer.  

With the combination of conscience (internal revelation) and creation (external revelation) men have 

enough light to know God. There is additional light through the life of Christ and the Bible. With more 

light comes more accountability. But a man may know God even if he had never heard of Christ or 

possessed a Bible.  

“Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but 

became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.” Romans 1:21 

“they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful” 

Even though men knew God, they were unwilling to glorify God. They were unwilling to become like 

Him. Nor were they thankful. There was no gratitude toward God. As such, they became vain in their 

imaginations, meaning that their minds were empty of anything meaningful. Their hearts were 

darkened, meaning they became less capable of discerning truth.  
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In our materialistic world, men have become intelligent concerning the latest gadget. But they have little 

discerning about the times in which we live and the preparation necessary to meet God face-to-face. 

On the other hand, if I chose to glorify God by choosing to become like Jesus, then I will have a better 

understanding of spiritual things. If I chose to be thankful each and every day, then my head will not be 

empty with vain imaginations.  

“Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,” Romans 1:22 

“they become fools” 

God did not make these men fools, they became fools (1) by becoming skeptics of the true God and His 

Word, (2) by worshiping the creature instead of the Creator, and (3) by living a life according to their 

lower nature.  

“And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to 

birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.” Romans 1:23 

“And changed” 

Instead of worshiping the true God, they changed it to worship themselves. Instead of seeing the Hand 

that made all these things, they worshiped the things. They would even bow down and worship birds, 

fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 

“Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour 

their own bodies between themselves:” Romans 1:24 

“God also gave them up” 

The phase “God also gave them up” doesn’t not mean that God gave up on them. He allowed them to 

make their own decisions and choices. Our loving God has given us the freedom to choose. He will try to 

win us over to the truth, but He will not force the will. It is written in the Psalms, “So I gave them up 

unto their own hearts' lust: and they walked in their own counsels.” Psalm 81:12 

“Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the 

Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.” Romans 1:25 

“changed the truth” 

They believed there was a god. They had the opportunity to know the true God. But they changed the 

truth about God and believed a lie. This remembers me of the little horn power in Daniel chapter seven. 

“And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, 

and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the 

dividing of time.” Daniel 7:25 
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The papal power thought “to change times and laws.” They still believed in having Ten Commandments, 

but they changed them. They thought to change the Sabbath to Sunday. They thought to get rid of the 

second commandment forbidding the worship of any graven image. They thought to change these 

things, but they were wrong. And they teach lies concerning the commandments.  

Jesus said that He came not to destroy the law or the prophets. He said that not one jot or tittle shall 

pass from the law. And if anyone would break the least of the commandments and teach men so, would 

be called least in the kingdom of God. See Matthew 5:17-20. 

“For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural 

use into that which is against nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the 

woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and 

receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which was meet.” Romans 1:26, 27 

When man worships himself and even the creatures, it leads him to do those things that are unnatural. 

When there is no reverence for God, there is no fear of God. There is no desire to know the true God. 

Man is now left to his own unsanctified will and the tendencies of his fallen nature. With some this leads 

to the unnatural participation in homosexuality and other forms of immorality. 

“And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate 

mind, to do those things which are not convenient;” Romans 1:28 

“they did not like” 

The phrase “they did not like to retain God in their knowledge,” seems to point to the intention to 

compromise. If they had the chose to choose between right and wrong, they would choose the wrong. It 

seems that there was a determination to forget God. Many are living such a life today. If some mention 

is made of God or spiritual things, they do not want to hear it. They do not want to “retain God in their 

knowledge.” 

“reprobate mind” 

The term “reprobate mind” means a “disapproved” mind. It is a mind that God cannot approve of. Prior 

to the flood the minds of men became evil continually. The Bible says, “And God saw that the 

wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 

only evil continually.” Genesis 6:5 

God could not approve the minds of men prior to the flood. Because they chose not to retain a 

knowledge of the true God, the thoughts of their hearts were “only evil continually.” 

“Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of 

envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, 

boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, covenantbreakers, 

without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:” Romans 1:29-31 
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These are the consequences of forgetting the true God. These are examples of unrighteous behavior. 

“Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not 

only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.” Romans 1:32 

“knowing the judgment of God” 

Scarcely do men think of a future judgment, but they are nonetheless of the opinion that a day of 

judgment is coming. But for now they would rather give in to the desires of the flesh.  

“commit such things” 

The word “commit” carries the meaning of repetition. Men are willing to keep repeating these sins even 

though a day of judgment is coming.  

“worthy of death” 

Those committing these sins know that they are doing wrong. They even know that they will be judged 

and found guilty. 

“have pleasure in them” 

The phrase “have pleasure in them” carries the meaning of actively giving into these sinful desires. 

There does not seem to be any hesitation is practicing these forms of unrighteousness.  
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