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SABBATH – Rebuke and Retribution 

(Memory Text) Jeremiah 17:14 “Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved: for thou art 
my praise.” 
 
We could call this an extra memory text: 

(Ecclesiastes 1:9) “The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done 
is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.” 

 
What has happened in the past will continue to happen and will happen until the end of time.  
 
Why does history repeat itself? It is because of two reasons: 

1. God does not change 

2. Satan does not change either 

 
The prophets of the Bible go through the same basic treatment: rejected and persecuted by their own brethren. 
Similarly will be the same experience of those who live and tell the Bible truth. 

SUNDAY – The Two Ways 

(The Great Controversy, p. 595.1) But God will have a people upon the earth to maintain 
the Bible, and the Bible only, as the standard of all doctrines and the basis of all reforms. 
The opinions of learned men, the deductions of science, the creeds or decisions of 
ecclesiastical councils, as numerous and discordant as are the churches which they 
represent, the voice of the majority—not one nor all of these should be regarded as 
evidence for or against any point of religious faith. Before accepting any doctrine or 
precept, we should demand a plain “Thus saith the Lord” in its support. 

 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 is highlighted for discussion. These are very powerful verses that unfortunately many will say 
they agree but yet they have fallen prey to leaning upon man for guidance and wisdom. 
 

5 Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, 
and whose heart departeth from the LORD. 

 
This verse goes right along with what Paul says: 
 

(Galatians 1:10) For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet 
pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. 

 
Many in our church are chasing after a “thus saith the church” instead of a “thus saith the Lord.” 
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(The Great Controversy, p. 595.2) Satan is constantly endeavoring to attract attention to 
man in the place of God. He leads the people to look to bishops, to pastors, to professors of 
theology, as their guides, instead of searching the Scriptures to learn their duty for 
themselves. Then, by controlling the minds of these leaders, he can influence the 
multitudes according to his will. 

 
The Seventh-day Adventist Church as an organization is getting involved (partnering) with worldly organizations 
like the United Nations, the White House, and other churches. We depend on these organizations instead of God. 
We will never say we do, but this is exactly what it is. We use philosophical explanations to make it sound as 
though we are doing the correct thing and are not compromising. But just the simple fact of partnering with the 
White House for (Michelle Obama’s initiative) “Let’s Move” and partnering with the United Nations to work to 
promote Sustainable Development and the climate change issue – is apostasy according to the Bible. 
 

(Acts of the Apostles, p. 68) This principle we in our day are firmly to maintain. The banner 
of truth and religious liberty held aloft by the founders of the gospel church and by God’s 
witnesses during the centuries that have passed since then, has, in this last conflict, been 
committed to our hands. The responsibility for this great gift rests with those whom God 
has blessed with a knowledge of His word. We are to receive this word as supreme 
authority. We are to recognize human government as an ordinance of divine appointment, 
and teach obedience to it as a sacred duty, within its legitimate sphere. But when its claims 
conflict with the claims of God, we must obey God rather than men. God’s word must be 
recognized as above all human legislation. A “Thus saith the Lord” is not to be set aside for 
a “Thus saith the church” or a “Thus saith the state.” The crown of Christ is to be lifted 
above the diadems of earthly potentates. 

 
In these final minutes of earth’s history it is so important that we be extremely careful and overly cautious with 
what we read and hear when it comes to the word of God. The Omega of apostasy will be manifesting itself as the 
norm in the church --- we are warned of this: 
 

(Selected Messages, vol. 1, p. 204) The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the 
supposition that a great reformation was to take place among Seventh-day Adventists, and 
that this reformation would consist in giving up the doctrines which stand as the pillars of 
our faith, and engaging in a process of reorganization. Were this reformation to take place, 
what would result? The principles of truth that God in His wisdom has given to the remnant 
church, would be discarded. Our religion would be changed. The fundamental principles 
that have sustained the work for the last fifty years would be accounted as error. A new 
organization would be established. Books of a new order would be written. A system of 
intellectual philosophy would be introduced. The founders of this system would go into 
the cities, and do a wonderful work. The Sabbath of course, would be lightly regarded, as 
also the God who created it. Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of the new 
movement. The leaders would teach that virtue is better than vice, but God being 
removed, they would place their dependence on human power, which, without God, is 
worthless. Their foundation would be built on the sand, and storm and tempest would 
sweep away the structure. 
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Here is a list of some of the changes the Spirit of Prophecy says would take place in our own ranks: 
1. A reformation that would consist in discarding doctrines that are the pillars of Adventism. 
2. Our religion would be changed 
3. A new organization would be established (It’s important to emphasize that the organization would take 

place within the Seventh-day Adventist Church. The new organization has to do with the changing of our 
religion in giving up the pillars of our faith.) 

4. Books of a new order would be written 
5. A system of intellectual philosophy would be introduced into the church. 
6. The Sabbath and the Creator (Jesus) would be lightly regarded 
7. Nothing would stand in the way of establishing this new movement 

 
Again – this is all to happen in our denomination, but yet most are oblivious to anything wrong. 
 

Replacing the Bible with books of a new order 
Has the church from an official stance replaced the Bible with a “books of a new order”? I wish it could be 
different but sadly it has done such a thing. 
 
In the Church Manual (2010 edition) on pages 46 and 47 we have the “Baptism Vow and Commitment” section. 
Listed are 13 vows. At the bottom of page 47 is what is called an “Alternate Vow” – and there are three. Notice #2 
as it is a big problem: 
 

2. Do you believe in the teachings of the Bible as expressed in the Statement of 
Fundamental Beliefs of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, and do you pledge by God’s 
grace to live your life in harmony with these teachings? 

 
Notice that the candidate for baptism is pledging to believe what the Bible teaches as it is interpreted by the 
Statement of Fundamental Beliefs books. In other words the 28 Fundamental Beliefs book now becomes the acid-
test and not the Bible. This is truly sad and even frightening on some levels – but the prophet warned this would 
happen. This is why she said concerning the Omega of apostasy… 
 

I trembled for our people. (1SM, 203.2) 
 
Now someone might say something like “If the 28 Fundamental reflect the Bible – then the Alternate Vow doesn’t 
create a problem?” 
 
First – This thinking is a deception as we are masters at rationalizing. 
Second – Never should any book be place above the Bible under any circumstances. 
Third – The 28 Fundamentals book destroys the Adventist faith completely. 
 
When I was baptized back in 1991 I was given the 27 Fundamentals book (we’ve added a 28th in more recent 
years). The newer 28 Fundamentals have what the 27 Fundamentals do but includes a 28th – The New Earth. 
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Read the following statement and ask yourself if this is sound Adventist teaching. 
 

“The atonement, or reconciliation, was completed on the cross as foreshadowed by the 
sacrifices, and the penitent believer can trust in this finished work of our Lord.” (Seventh-day 
Adventists Believe (27 Fundamentals), p. 315, right column, par. 1) 

 
This one sentence from chapter 23 “Christ’s Ministry in the Heavenly Sanctuary” literally shuts down the Seventh-
day Adventist Church around the world. This one statement does away with the investigative judgment and it also 
negates October 22, 1844. It makes the Great Disappointment a joke and a deception. 
 
How does something like this get into our official publications? The Spirit of Prophecy warned and predicted that 
“books of a new order would be written” and that we would give up our pillars that have sustained the Adventist 
Church. I really wish I didn’t have to report something like but we all must be made aware so we are not caught in 
any snares of the enemy. 
 
So the bottom line is when a person pledges to the Alternate Vow #2 – they are pledging (knowingly or 
unknowingly) that everything was completed at the cross. Christ did it all at the cross and there is nothing more 
for him to do on our behalf. 
 
Christ’s work in the heavenly sanctuary is just as important as when he gave his life for us on the cross. 
 

(The Great Controversy, p. 489) The intercession of Christ in man’s behalf in the sanctuary 
above is as essential to the plan of salvation as was His death upon the cross. By His death 
He began that work which after His resurrection He ascended to complete in heaven. We 
must by faith enter within the veil, “whither the forerunner is for us entered.” Hebrews 
6:20. There the light from the cross of Calvary is reflected. There we may gain a clearer 
insight into the mysteries of redemption. The salvation of man is accomplished at an 
infinite expense to heaven; the sacrifice made is equal to the broadest demands of the 
broken law of God. Jesus has opened the way to the Father’s throne, and through His 
mediation the sincere desire of all who come to Him in faith may be presented before God. 

 
Only the Bible will sustain us through the time of trouble. NEVER depend on any pastor, elder, or even 
a ministry for your spiritual food. ALWAYS check out what is being presented with the Bible. 
 

(The Great Controversy, p. 625) Only those who have been diligent students of the 
Scriptures and who have received the love of the truth will be shielded from the powerful 
delusion that takes the world captive. By the Bible testimony these will detect the deceiver 
in his disguise. 

 
Highly recommended reading: Selected Messages, vol. 1, chapters 24 (The Alpha and Omega) and 25 (The 
Foundation of Our Faith) 
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MONDAY – The Sin of Judah 

Rebuke and warning from a God through a prophet are discussed. The prophets were always despised by the 
people they were sent to warn. Nobody likes to be told they are wrong. Instead of listening to the message and 
reforming it is easier to crucify the prophet instead. 
 
Jesus testified about what his professed people did to the prophets he sent them: 
 

(Matthew 23:37) O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as 
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 

 
Ellen White is in good company when we see the counsel, rebukes, and warnings she has given to us and we 
ignore them. We cannot at this point kill her literally like they did in times past, so instead we will crucify her 
writings by deleting them, changing them, and/or disregarding them. 
 
As we mention a couple of lessons ago – God has, in his mercy and love, spelled out our true condition --- we are 
Laodicean. This means we are blind as a bat (Rev. 3:17). The prophets are the eyes of the church as they help us to 
see spiritually (1 Sam. 9:9, Prov. 29:18). When we reject or take lightly what Ellen White wrote we are not 
rejecting her, but God himself and therefore God will have no choice to reject us (Hos. 4:6). 
 
God also sends warnings and reproofs through the average church member. Rejecting this is also the same as 
rejecting the Lord. 
 

(Selected Messages, vol. 2, p. 152) Does anyone suppose that the messages of warning 
will not come to those whom God reproves? The ones reproved may rise up in 
indignation and seek to bring the law to bear upon God's messenger, but in doing this, 
they are not bringing the law upon the messenger, but upon Christ, who gave the reproof 
and the warning. When men endanger the work and cause of God by their own wrong 
course of action, shall they hear no voice of reproof? If the wrongdoer only were 
concerned, and the work reached no farther than him, he alone should have the words of 
warning; but when his course of action is doing positive harm to the cause of truth, and 
souls are imperiled, God requires that the warning be as broad as the injury done. The 
testimonies will not be hindered. The words of rebuke and warning, the plain "Thus saith 
the Lord," will come from God's appointed agencies; for the words do not originate with 
the human instrument; they are from God, who appointed them their work. If a suit is 
instituted in earthly tribunals, and God suffers it to come to trial, it is that His own name 
may be glorified. But a woe will be upon the man who gives himself to do this work. God 
reads the motives, whatever they may be. I pray that the Lord will teach our brethren to be 
straightforward, and make no compromise in the matter. The cause of God has been 
bruised and wounded by any such men connecting with it, and the sooner they are 
separated from it, the better. . . . 
God calls for men of decided fidelity. He has no use in an emergency for two-sided men. He 
wants men who will lay their hand upon a wrong work and say, "This is not according to the 
will of God. 
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When sin is etched upon the heart 

(Jeremiah 17:1) The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with the point of a 
diamond: it is graven upon the table of their heart, and upon the horns of your altars; 

 
This sounds similar to how the Ten Commandments were written. It seems like this sin, when it is etched upon the 
heart, it cannot be changed just as the law cannot be changed. 
 
How many of us have sins etched upon our hearts. How many of our church do? This could be any sin: appetite, 
lust, but a serious problem is music. Because these sins are etched upon the heart what can we do? 
 
God does not perform triple bypasses, or valve replacements. He only does heart transplants. 
 

(Ezekiel 36:26) A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I 
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 

And when God transplants our heart with the new one he made - notice what happens: 

27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall 
keep my judgments, and do them. 

 
We must surrender our will to His will and we will walk in his ways. He has promised it. 

TUESDAY – The Warning to Jeremiah 

(John 3:19) And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

 
Getting up in the middle of the night to use the bathroom or get a drink of water – what happens when you turn 
the light on? The light hurts and we will either close our eyes, turn our heads away from the light, or just shut it 
off. This is reproofs and warning – it hurts. Most will close their eyes --- they’re blind (Laodicea), or turn away and 
shut it out. We do this at the peril of our own souls. 
 
Jesus vs. darkness 

Jesus was anointed with the power of the Holy Spirit to preach the truth of God 

(Luke 4:16-21) And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his 
custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 
17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had 
opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the 
eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 
21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 
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So God called Jesus to preach the truth by the power of the Holy Spirit. Now what was the result of this powerful, 
Spirit-filled truth by Jesus? 
 

(Matthew 4:25) And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from 
Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan. 

 
The ministry of Jesus (preaching/healing) led scores of people, not only from Jerusalem and Judaea, but also from 
other areas, to follow him so they can hear the powerful teachings of Jesus. 
 
What was the reaction (complaint) of the Pharisees? 

(John 12:19) The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, Perceive ye how ye prevail 
nothing? behold, the world is gone after him. 

 
The powerful preaching of Jesus led the establishment to arise in opposition to the mission and message of Jesus. 
Notice that what brings opposition against Jesus is his preaching of the truth. 
 

(John 8:30-40) As he spake these words, many believed on him. 
31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then 
are ye my disciples indeed; 
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

What is Jesus preaching? He is preaching “truth.” 

33 They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: 
how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 
34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the 
servant of sin. 

The Pharisees needed to be delivered from the bondage of sin. and Jesus is giving them the remedy – 
truth delivers from sin. 

35 And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. 
36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
37  I know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no 
place in you. 

What is the reason why they want to kill Jesus --- what did they hate? They hated the truth. 

38 I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with 
your father. 

Their “father” is none other than the Devil. 

39 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye 
were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham. 
40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of 
God: this did not Abraham. 
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Again, what has gotten Jesus into trouble? The untarnished truth. The people who professed to be the chosen of 
God were his worst enemies because they wanted nothing to do with the truth, they thought they knew it all. 
They despised Jesus because he told the truth. 
 
What gave Jesus authority? 

(Matthew 7:28, 29)  And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people 
were astonished at his doctrine: 
29 For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 

 
The scribes preached the traditions of men. They quoted what some Rabbi said or what some philosopher said. 
When Jesus came on the scene and preached the straight truth from the Scriptures the people were eating it up 
because they were spiritually starved. 
 
Every time Jesus spoke he said “It is written.” This means Jesus got his authority from the Word --- not from 
traditions or concepts that had come into Judaism. 
 
Luke 23 reiterates what the problem was with Jesus and why the Jewish leaders hated him. 

(Luke 23:5) And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people, teaching 
throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place. 

 
The problem was Jesus was teaching the people – presenting the truth from the Scriptures and the Jewish leaders 
hated that and rose up against him. 
 
Will it be any different at the end of time with the followers of Jesus? Not at all. It will be the message of the Bible 
that will enrage the wicked and cause them to want to kill God’s people. 
 
A few examples: 

(Daniel 11:44) But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore 
he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many. 

Because of the “tidings” (or Good News) coming forth from the remnant, it angers the king of the north (Roman 
Papacy) to the point that he wants to kill those speaking the good news. 
 
What will speed up the process in bringing the death decree against God’s people? The Loud Cry message. 

(Revelation 18:1, 2) And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, 
having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 
2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and 
is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every 
unclean and hateful bird. 

 
The Great Controversy, p. 635) When the protection of human laws shall be withdrawn 
from those who honor the law of God, there will be, in different lands, a simultaneous 
movement for their destruction. As the time appointed in the decree draws near, the 
people will conspire to root out the hated sect. 
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Now why do the people hate the remnant? 

It will be determined to strike in one night a decisive blow, which shall utterly silence the 
voice of dissent and reproof. 

 
It is because of the message they are speaking as it condemns those who hear it, and instead of changing when 
they had opportunity they choose to silence them by death. 
 
What got Elijah in trouble? What got John the Baptist killed? What got Stephen stoned to death? It was the 
straight testimony --- the unadulterated truth coming forth from their lips. 
 

(Review and Herald, December 26, 1899, par. 15) The same spirit that moved the priests 
and rulers had moved Cain to slay his brother. It is the apostasy from truth that works in 
the children of disobedience to silence the voice of those who are calling them to 
obedience. And today this spirit is manifested in the churches that are trampling upon the 
word of God, transgressing his holy law. They know not what spirit they are of, nor the end 
of the dark tunnel through which they are passing. Deceived, deluded, blind, they are 
hastening forward to the first and the second death. The vast tide of human will and human 
passion is leading to things they did not dream of when they discarded the law of Jehovah 
for the inventions of men, to cause oppression and suffering to human beings. 

 
Expect to be opposed and ultimately persecuted if you plan on preaching the pure message of the Bible. They did 
it to Jesus. They did to the apostles and prophets. Why would Satan stop with any of us today? 
 

(Revelation 12:17) And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with 
the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony 
of Jesus Christ. 

WEDNESDAY – A Lament 

When the prophets of the Old Testament came to Israel and they were in apostasy – they came to enforce what is 
called by scholars a “covenant lawsuit” – the prophets were basically God’s lawyers in divorce court. In other 
words God, through the prophets, is coming to sue Israel for a divorce because he’s been so nice to them and all 
they’ve done is slap him in the face. That was the role of prophets in the Old Testament. 
 
Jeremiah was no different. He delivered the words of warning the Lord would send and as usual to all the 
prophets who did this work, Jeremiah was hated. 
 
What about those who perform a similar work in God’s church today? While we are not prophets, we are God’s 
instruments to be used as He sees fit. God will raise up some to give the straight testimony to the church. You can 
guarantee, like the prophets, these people will be despised by their own brethren. 
 

(Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 324) According to the light that God has given me in vision, 
wickedness and deception are increasing among God's people who profess to keep His 
commandments. Spiritual discernment to see sin as it exists, and then to put it out of the 
camp, is decreasing among God's people; and spiritual blindness is fast coming upon them. 
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The straight testimony must be revived, and it will separate those from Israel who have 
ever been at war with the means that God has ordained to keep corruptions out of the 
church. Wrongs must be called wrongs. Grievous sins must be called by their right name. All 
of God's people should come nearer to Him and wash their robes of character in the blood 
of the Lamb. Then will they see sin in the true light and will realize how offensive it is in the 
sight of God. 

 
The straight testimony is God’s means to keep corruptions out of the church. It is supposed help us realize the 
path we have headed down is not the right one and cause us to repent and reform. 
 
What will be the reaction from the vast majority of those in the church who hear plain speaking? 
 

(Early Writings, p. 270) I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen and was shown that it 
would be caused by the straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the True Witness 
to the Laodiceans. This will have its effect upon the heart of the receiver, and will lead him 
to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight truth. Some will not bear this straight 
testimony. They will rise up against it, and this is what will cause a shaking among God's 
people. 

 
(Spiritual Gifts, vol. 2, p. 283) When the church depart from God they despise the plain 
testimony, and complain of severity and harshness. It is a sad evidence of the lukewarm 
state of the church. 

 
(Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 404) It is by sinful indulgence that men give Satan access to 
their minds, and they go from one stage of wickedness to another. The rejection of light 
darkens the mind and hardens the heart, so that it is easier for them to take the next step 
in sin and to reject still clearer light, until at last their habits of wrongdoing become fixed. 
Sin ceases to appear sinful to them. He who faithfully preaches God's word, thereby 
condemning their sins, too often incurs their hatred. Unwilling to endure the pain and 
sacrifice necessary to reform, they turn upon the Lord's servant and denounce his reproofs 
as uncalled for and severe. Like Korah, they declare that the people are not at fault; it is the 
reprover that causes all the trouble. And soothing their consciences with this deception, 
the jealous and disaffected combine to sow discord in the church and weaken the hands of 
those who would build it up. 

 
(The Great Controversy, p. 500) The same spirit that prompted rebellion in heaven still 
inspires rebellion on earth. Satan has continued with men the same policy which he 
pursued with the angels. His spirit now reigns in the children of disobedience. Like him they 
seek to break down the restraints of the law of God and promise men liberty through 
transgression of its precepts. Reproof of sin still arouses the spirit of hatred and resistance. 
When God's messages of warning are brought home to the conscience, Satan leads men to 
justify themselves and to seek the sympathy of others in their course of sin. Instead of 
correcting their errors, they excite indignation against the reprover, as if he were the sole 
cause of difficulty. From the days of righteous Abel to our own time such is the spirit which 
has been displayed toward those who dare to condemn sin. 
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Those who engage in this work will have to bear the great burden of an almost constant rejection by their 
brethren. This can cause many to move away from plain speaking so they can feel welcomed by their brethren. 
We must obey God and please him rather than men. 
 

(Luke 6:26) Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to 
the false prophets. 

 
The promise is given 

(Prophets and Kings, pp. 140, 142) Today there is need of the voice of stern rebuke; for 
grievous sins have separated the people from God….The smooth sermons so often 
preached make no lasting impression; the trumpet does not give a certain sound. Men are 
not cut to the heart by the plain, sharp truths of God’s word…. God cannot use men who, in 
time of peril, when the strength, courage, and influence of all are needed, are afraid to take 
a firm stand for the right. He calls for men who will do faithful battle against wrong, warring 
against principalities and powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. It is to such as these that He will speak the words: 
“Well done, good and faithful servant; ... enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” Matthew 
25:23 

 
God will have spiritual Elijah’s in every generation 

(The Great Controversy, p. 606) In every generation God has sent His servants to rebuke 
sin, both in the world and in the church. But the people desire smooth things spoken to 
them, and the pure, unvarnished truth is not acceptable. Many reformers, in entering upon 
their work, determined to exercise great prudence in attacking the sins of the church and 
the nation. They hoped, by the example of a pure Christian life, to lead the people back to 
the doctrines of the Bible. But the Spirit of God came upon them as it came upon Elijah, 
moving him to rebuke the sins of a wicked king and an apostate people; they could not 
refrain from preaching the plain utterances of the Bible-- doctrines which they had been 
reluctant to present. They were impelled to zealously declare the truth and the danger 
which threatened souls. The words which the Lord gave them they uttered, fearless of 
consequences, and the people were compelled to hear the warning. 
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