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Title: Victory in the Wilderness 

Read for This Week’s Study: Matt. 1:20-23, John 9:39, Matt. 3:7-12, 4:1-10, Deut. 34:1-4, Rev. 21:10. 

 

Memory Text: " For the Son of man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost."Luke 19:10 King James Version 

Saturday Afternoon- January 30 

 
The plan of redemption was revealed to unfallen angels, fallen angels and man.  What were their varied 
reactions?  
 

Revelation 12:7-12 
 

Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 64-66.  “The plan by which alone man’s salvation could be secured, involved all 
heaven in its infinite sacrifice. The angels could not rejoice as Christ opened before them the plan of redemption, 
for they saw that man’s salvation must cost their loved Commander unutterable woe. In grief and wonder they 
listened to His words as He told them how He must descend from heaven’s purity and peace, its joy and glory and 
immortal life, and come in contact with the degradation of earth, to endure its sorrow, shame, and death. He was 
to stand between the sinner and the penalty of sin; yet few would receive Him as the Son of God. He would leave 
His high position as the Majesty of heaven, appear upon earth and humble Himself as a man, and by His own 
experience become acquainted with the sorrows and temptations which man would have to endure. All this 
would be necessary in order that He might be able to succor them that should be tempted. Hebrews 2:18. When 
His mission as a teacher should be ended, He must be delivered into the hands of wicked men and be subjected to 
every insult and torture that Satan could inspire them to inflict. He must die the cruelest of deaths, lifted up 
between the heavens and the earth as a guilty sinner. He must pass long hours of agony so terrible that angels 
could not look upon it, but would veil their faces from the sight. He must endure anguish of soul, the hiding of His 
Father’s face, while the guilt of transgression—the weight of the sins of the whole world—should be upon Him. { 
PP 64.2}  

The angels prostrated themselves at the feet of their Commander and offered to become a sacrifice for 
man. But an angel’slife could not pay the debt; only He who created man had power to redeem him. Yet the 
angels were to have a part to act in the plan of redemption. Christ was to be made “a little lower than the angels 
for the suffering of death.” Hebrews 2:9. As He should take human nature upon Him, His strength would not be 
equal to theirs, and they were to minister to Him, to strengthen and soothe Him under His sufferings. They were 
also to be ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who should be heirs of salvation. Hebrews 1:14. They 
would guard the subjects of grace from the power of evil angels and from the darkness constantly thrown around 
them by Satan. { PP 64.3}  

When the angels should witness the agony and humiliation of their Lord, they would be filled with grief and 
indignation and would wish to deliver Him from His murderers; but they were not to interpose in order to 
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prevent anything which they should behold. It was a part of the plan of redemption that Christ should suffer the 
scorn and abuse of wicked men, and He consented to all this when He became the Redeemer of man. { PP 65.1}  

Christ assured the angels that by His death He would ransom many, and would destroy him who had the 
power of death. He would recover the kingdom which man had lost by transgression, and the redeemed were to 
inherit it with Him, and dwell therein forever. Sin and sinners would be blotted out, nevermore to disturb the 
peace of heaven or earth. He bade the angelic host to be in accord with the plan that His Father had accepted, 
and rejoice that, through His death, fallen man could be reconciled to God. { PP 65.2}  

Then joy, inexpressible joy, filled heaven. The glory and blessedness of a world redeemed, outmeasured 
even the anguish and sacrifice of the Prince of life. Through the celestial courts echoed the first strains of that 
song which was to ring out above the hills of Bethlehem—“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” Luke 2:14. With a deeper gladness now than in the rapture of the new creation, “the 
morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy.” Job 38:7. { PP 65.3}  

To man the first intimation of redemption was communicated in the sentence pronounced upon Satan in the 
garden. The Lord declared, “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; 
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” Genesis 3:15. This sentence, uttered in thehearing of our 
first parents, was to them a promise. While it foretold war between man and Satan, it declared that the power of 
the great adversary would finally be broken. Adam and Eve stood as criminals before the righteous Judge, 
awaiting the sentence which transgression had incurred; but before they heard of the life of toil and sorrow which 
must be their portion, or of the decree that they must return to dust, they listened to words that could not fail to 
give them hope. Though they must suffer from the power of their mighty foe, they could look forward to final 
victory. { PP 65.4}  

When Satan heard that enmity should exist between himself and the woman, and between his seed and her 
seed, he knew that his work of depraving human nature would be interrupted; that by some means man would 
be enabled to resist his power. Yet as the plan of salvation was more fully unfolded, Satan rejoiced with his 
angels that, having caused man’s fall, he could bring down the Son of God from His exalted position.He 
declared that his plans had thus far been successful upon the earth, and that when Christ should take upon 
Himself human nature, He also might be overcome, and thus the redemption of the fallen race might be 
prevented. { PP 66.1}  

Heavenly angels more fully opened to our first parents the plan that had been devised for their salvation. 
Adam and his companion were assured that notwithstanding their great sin, they were not to be abandoned to 
the control of Satan. The Son of God had offered to atone, with His life, for their transgression. A period of 
probation would be granted them, and through repentance and faith in Christ they might again become the 
children of God. { PP 66.2}  

The sacrifice demanded by their transgression revealed to Adam and Eve the sacred character of the law of 
God; and they saw, as they had never seen before, the guilt of sin and its dire results. In their remorse and 
anguish they pleaded that the penalty might not fall upon Him whose love had been the source of all their joy; 
rather let it descend upon them and their posterity. { PP 66.3}  

They were told that since the law of Jehovah is the foundation of His government in heaven as well as upon 
the earth, even the life of an angel could not be accepted as a sacrifice for its transgression. Not one of its 
precepts could be abrogated or changed to meet man in his fallen condition; but the Son of God, who had created 
man, could make an atonement for him. As Adam’stransgression had brought wretchedness and death, so the 
sacrifice of Christ would bring life and immortality.” { PP 66.4}  
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Sunday - January 31 

 
Immanuel to the Rescue  
 
Matt. 1:20-23  

How does Christ (1) Restore the lost dominion of Adam? (2) Destroy the works of the devil? (3) Save lost 

humanity? 

Note: Satan is called a prince.  Read Eph. 2:2 

Confrontation p.16“Satan made his exulting boasts to Christ and to loyal angels that he had succeeded in 
gaining a portion of the angels in heaven to unite with him in his daring rebellion; and now that he had succeeded 
in overcoming Adam and Eve, he claimed that their Eden home was his. He proudly boasted that the world which 
God had made was his dominion; that having conquered Adam, the monarch of the world, he had gained the 
race as his subjects, and should now possess Eden, making that his headquarters, and would there establish his 
throne and be monarch of the world.” 

 
Desire of Ages 114, 115.  “Mighty issues for the world were at stake in the conflict between the Prince of light 

and the leader of the kingdom of darkness. After tempting man to sin, Satan claimed the earth as his, and styled 
himself the prince of this world. Having conformed to his own nature the father and mother of our race, he 
thought to establish here his empire. He declared that men had chosen him as their sovereign. Through hiscontrol 
of men, he held dominion over the world. Christ had come to disprove Satan’s claim. As the Son of man, Christ 
would stand loyal to God. Thus it would be shown that Satan had not gained complete control of the human race, 
and that his claim to the world was false. All who desired deliverance from his power would be set free. The 
dominion that Adam had lost through sin would be recovered.” 

 
Why is it important to have “God with us?”   

Read Col. 1:27 

Desire of Ages, p. 22.  “The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy shadows might 
be lightened, that the world might be brought back to God, Satan’s deceptive power was to be broken. This could 
not be done by force. The exercise of force is contrary to the principles of God’s government; He desires only the 
service of love; and love cannot be commanded; it cannot be won by force or authority. Only by love is love 
awakened. To know God is to love Him; His character must be manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. 
This work only one Being in all the universe could do. Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of 
God could make it known. Upon the world’s dark night the Sun of Righteousness must rise, “with healing in His 
wings.” Malachi 4:2. { DA 22.1}  

The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall of Adam. It was a 
revelation of “the mystery which hath been kept in silence through times eternal.” Romans 16:25, R. V. It was an 
unfolding of the principles that from eternal ages have been the foundation of God’s throne. From the beginning, 
God and Christ knew of the apostasy of Satan, and of the fall of man through the deceptive power of the apostate. 
God did not ordain that sin should exist, but He foresaw its existence, and made provision to meet the terrible 
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emergency. So great was His love for the world, that He covenanted to give His only-begotten Son, “that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. { DA 22.2}  

Lucifer had said, “I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; ... I will be like the Most High.” Isaiah 14:13, 
14. But Christ, “being in the form of God, counted it not a thing to be grasped to be on an equality with God, but 
emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men.” Philippians 2:6, 7, R. V., 
margin. { DA 22.3}  

This was a voluntary sacrifice. Jesus might have remained at the Father’s side. He might have retained the 
glory of heaven, and the homage of the angels. But He chose to give back the scepter intothe Father’s hands, and 
to step down from the throne of the universe, that He might bring light to the benighted, and life to the 
perishing.” { DA 22.4}  

Monday -  February 1 

 
Jesus’ Baptism 
 

How can God’s chosen people make the same mistake as the religious leaders at Christ’s Baptism? 
 
Read Matt. 3:9 

 

Upward Look, p. 131.  “The Lord Jesus will always have a chosen people to serve Him. When the Jewish 
people rejected Christ, the Prince of life, He took from them the kingdom of God and gave it unto the Gentiles. 
God will continue to work on this principle with every branch of His work. When a church proves unfaithful to the 
word of the Lord, whatever their position may be, however high and sacred their calling, the Lord can no longer 
work with them. Others are then chosen to bear important responsibilities. But, if these in turn do not purify their 
lives from every wrong action, if they do not establish pure and holy principles in all their borders, then the Lord 
will grievously afflict and humble them and, unless they repent, will remove them from their place and make 
them a reproach….” 

 
Upward Look, p. 315.  “God has a church. It is not the great cathedral, neither is it the national establishment, 

neither is it the various denominations; it is the people who love God and keep His commandments. “Where two 
or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them” ( Matthew 18:20). Where Christ is 
even among the humble few, this is Christ’s church, for the presence of the High and Holy One who inhabiteth 
eternity can alone constitute a church.” 
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Tuesday - February 2 

 
Stones Into Bread 
 

Matt. 4:1-4; Phillipians 3:19 

 

Desire of Ages p. 114. “When Jesus was led into the wilderness to be tempted, He was led by the Spirit of 
God. He did not invite temptation. He went to the wilderness to be alone, to contemplate His mission and work. 
By fasting and prayer He was to brace Himself for the bloodstained path He must travel. But Satan knew that the 
Saviour had gone into the wilderness, and he thought this the best time to approach Him.” 

 
3 Selected Messages 128, 129  "Christ was suffering the keenest pangs of hunger, and this temptation was a 

severe one. But he must begin the work of redemption just where the ruin began. Adam had failed on the point of 
appetite, and Christ must conquer here. The power that rested upon Him came directly from the Father, and he 
must not exercise it in his own behalf. With that long fast there was woven into his experience a strength and 
power that God alone could give. He met and resisted the enemy in the strength of a “Thus saith the Lord.” “Man 
shall not live by bread alone,” he said, “but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” ( Verse 4). { 
3SM 128.4}  

This strength it is the privilege of all the temptedones of earth to have. Christ’s experience is for our benefit. 
His example in overcoming appetite points out the way for those to overcome who would be his followers.” { 3SM 
128.5}  

 
Christian Temperance and Bible Hygiene p. 155  “The abuses of the stomach by the gratification of appetite 

are a fruitful source of most church trials. Those who eat and work intemperately and irrationally, talk and act 
irrationally. It is not necessary to drink alcoholic liquors in order to be intemperate. The sin of intemperate 
eating—eating too frequently, too much, and of rich, unwholesome food—destroys the healthy action of the 
digestive organs, affects the brain, and perverts the judgment, preventing rational, calm, healthy thinking and 
acting.”    

 
Christian Temperance and Bible Hygiene p. 154. "The controlling power of appetite will prove the ruin of 

thousands, who, if they had conquered on this point, would have had the moral power to gain the victory over 
every other temptation. But those who are slaves to appetite will fail of perfecting Christian character. The 
continual transgression of man for over six thousand years has brought sickness, pain, and death as its fruit. And 
as we draw near the close of time, Satan’s temptations to indulge appetite will be more powerful, and more 
difficult to resist." 
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Wednesday - February 3 

 
Another Temptation 
 

Matt: 4:5-7 
 
Desire of Ages, pp. 125, 126 “The tempter can never compel us to do evil. He cannot control minds unless 

they are yielded to his control. The will must consent, faith must let go its hold upon Christ, before Satan can 
exercise his power upon us. But every sinful desire we cherish affords him a foothold. Every point in which we fail 
of meeting the divine standard is an open door by which he can enter to tempt and destroy us. And every failure 
or defeat on our part gives occasion for him to reproach Christ. { DA 125.2}  

When Satan quoted the promise, “He shall give His angels charge over Thee,” he omitted the words, “to keep 
Thee in all Thy ways;” that is, in all the ways of God’s choosing. Jesus refused to go outside the path of obedience. 
While manifesting perfect trust in His Father, He would not place Himself, unbidden, in a position that would 
necessitate the interposition of His Father to save Him from death. He would not force Providence to come to His 
rescue, and thus fail of giving man an example of trust and submission. { DA 125.3}  

Jesus declared to Satan, “It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” These words were 
spoken by Moses to the children of Israel when they thirsted in the desert, and demanded that Moses should give 
them water, exclaiming, “Is the Lord amongus, or not?” Exodus 17:7. God had wrought marvelously for them; yet 
in trouble they doubted Him, and demanded evidence that He was with them. In their unbelief they sought to put 
Him to the test. And Satan was urging Christ to do the same thing. God had already testified that Jesus was His 
Son; and now to ask for proof that He was the Son of God would be putting God’s word to the test,—tempting 
Him. And the same would be true of asking for that which God had not promised. It would manifest distrust, and 
be really proving, or tempting, Him. We should not present our petitions to God to prove whether He will fulfill 
His word, but because He will fulfill it; not to prove that He loves us, but because He loves us. “Without faith it is 
impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek Him.” Hebrews 11:6. { DA 125.4}  

But faith is in no sense allied to presumption. Only he who has true faith is secure against presumption. For 
presumption is Satan’s counterfeit of faith. Faith claims God’s promises, and brings forth fruit in obedience. 
Presumption also claims the promises, but uses them as Satan did, to excuse transgression. Faith would have led 
our first parents to trust the love of God, and to obey His commands. Presumption led them to transgress His law, 
believing that His great love would save them from the consequence of their sin. It is not faith that claims the 
favor of Heaven without complying with the conditions on which mercy is to be granted. Genuine faith has its 
foundation in the promises and provisions of the Scriptures. { DA 126.1}  

Often when Satan has failed of exciting distrust, he succeeds in leading us to presumption. If he can cause us 
to place ourselves unnecessarily in the way of temptation, he knows that the victory is his. God will preserve all 
who walk in the path of obedience; but to depart from it is to venture on Satan’s ground. There we are sure to 
fall. The Saviour has bidden us, “Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.” Mark 14:38. Meditation and 
prayer would keep us from rushing unbidden into the way of danger, and thus we should be saved from many a 
defeat.” { DA 126.2}  
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Thursday  - February 4 

 
Devil Worship 
 

Matt. 4:8-10; 2 Kings 1:3 
 
Desire of Ages, 129, 130  “Christ’s mission could be fulfilled only through suffering. Before Him was a life of 

sorrow, hardship, and conflict, and an ignominious death. He must bear the sins of the whole world. He must 
endure separation from His Father’s love. Now the tempter offered to yield up the power he had usurped. Christ 
might deliver Himself from the dreadful future by acknowledging the supremacy of Satan. But to do this was to 
yield the victory in the great controversy. It was in seeking to exalt himself above the Son of God that Satan had 
sinned in heaven. Should he prevail now, it would be the triumph of rebellion. { DA 129.3}  

When Satan declared to Christ, The kingdom and glory of the world are delivered unto me, and to 
whomsoever I will I give it, he stated what was true only in part, and he declared it to serve his own purpose of 
deception. Satan’s dominion was that wrested from Adam, but Adam was the vicegerent of the Creator. His was 
not an independent rule. The earth is God’s, and He has committed all things to His Son. Adam was to reign 
subject to Christ. When Adam betrayed his sovereignty into Satan’s hands, Christ still remained the rightful King. 
Thus the Lord had said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “The Most High ruleth in the 

130 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will.” Daniel 4:17. Satan can exercise his usurped authority 

only as God permits. { DA 129.4}  
When the tempter offered to Christ the kingdom and glory of the world, he was proposing that Christ should 

yield up the real kingship of the world, and hold dominion subject to Satan. This was the same dominion upon 
which the hopes of the Jews were set. They desired the kingdom of this world. If Christ had consented to offer 
them such a kingdom, they would gladly have received Him. But the curse of sin, with all its woe, rested upon it. 
Christ declared to the tempter, “Get thee behind Me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and Him only shalt thou serve.” { DA 130.1}  

By the one who had revolted in heaven the kingdoms of this world were offered Christ, to buy His homage to 
the principles of evil; but He would not be bought; He had come to establish a kingdom of righteousness, and He 
would not abandon His purpose. With the same temptation Satan approaches men, and here he has better 
success than with Christ. To men he offers the kingdom of this world on condition that they will acknowledge his 
supremacy. He requires that they sacrifice integrity, disregard conscience, indulge selfishness. Christ bids them 
seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; but Satan walks by their side and says: Whatever may be 
true in regard to life eternal, in order to make a success in this world you must serve me. I hold your welfare in my 
hands. I can give you riches, pleasures, honor, and happiness. Hearken to my counsel. Do not allow yourselves to 
be carried away with whimsical notions of honesty or self-sacrifice. I will prepare the way before you. Thus 
multitudes are deceived. They consent to live for the service of self, and Satan is satisfied. While he allures them 
with the hope of worldly dominion, he gains dominion over the soul. But he offers that which is not his to bestow, 
and which is soon to be wrested from him. In return he beguiles them of their title to the inheritance of the sons 
of God. { DA 130.2}  

Satan had questioned whether Jesus was the Son of God. In his summary dismissal he had proof that he could 
not gainsay. Divinity flashed through suffering humanity. Satan had no power to resist the command. Writhing 
with humiliation and rage, he was forced to withdraw from the presence of the world’s Redeemer. Christ’s victory 
was as complete as had been the failure of Adam.” { DA 130.3}  
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Prophets and Kings, 211. “The apostles of nearly all forms of spiritism claim to have power to heal. They 

attribute this power to electricity, magnetism, the so-called “sympathetic remedies,” or to latent forces within the 
mind of man. And there are not a few, even in this Christian age, who go to these healers, instead of trusting in 
the power of the living God and the skill of well-qualified physicians. The mother, watching by the sickbed of her 
child, exclaims, “I can do no more. Is there no physician who has power to restore my child?” She is told of the 
wonderful cures performed by some clairvoyant or magnetic healer, and she trusts her dear one to his charge, 
placing it as verily in the hand of Satan as if he were standing by her side. In many instances the future life of the 
child is controlled by a satanic power which it seems impossible to break.” 
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