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Paul and the Rebellion 

Sabbath Afternoon 

Scripture: “So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 

then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.” 1 Corinthians 15:54 

Many of the saints of God had experienced a martyr’s death, while others have quietly fallen asleep in Jesus. In 

either case, their last thoughts would have been focused on the promises of the Savior. In the writings of Paul, we 

have the promise that the saints of the Most High will put on immortality. Death is swallowed up in victory never 

to affect the saints ever again.  

Paul knew all too well the sophistries of Satan and his war against the saints. But he also knew that His Savior was 

always there to protect and lead. In the end, evil will come to an end, and righteousness will reign forever.  

Sunday’s Lesson 

Title: Adam and Jesus 

Scripture: Romans 5:12-21 

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for 

that all have sinned:” Romans 5:12 

Because Adam sinned we all have fallen natures. With our fallen natures we are inclined to sin. All have have 

given into the inclination to sin. The wages of sin is death. Hence, death has passed upon all men because all have 

sinned.  

“(For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law.” Romans 5:13 

From Adam to Moses sin was in the world, even though Moses received the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai. 

This shows that something was in man that led him to sin where there was no law. Paul wrote, “For I know that in 

me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is 

good I find not. For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I do that I 

would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil 

is present with me. For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: But I see another law in my members, 

warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.” 

Romans 7:18-23  
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“Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of 

Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.” Romans 5:14 

Death reigned from Adam to Moses because all had sinned. They may have committed different sins than Adam, 

but they sinned nonetheless.  

Adam’s sin was different in that he sinned having had an unfallen nature. He also had a greater knowledge of God 

than we do. But even though Adam was physically, mentally, and spiritually stronger than we are, we are still 

without excuse. No matter how weak we may be, through faith in God we may overcome every cultivate and 

hereditary trait to sin.   

The first Adam was the head of the human race. The first Adam failed. Christ has come as the second Adam to 

rescue man from his fallen condition.  

“But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the 

grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.” Romans 5:15 

If Adam’s sin lead us all to be born with fallen natures, then the righteousness of Christ can lead us all to have new 

natures. We did not choose to have fallen natures, but we can choose to have a new nature in Christ. This can 

happen because the power of grace is mightier than the power of sin. It can also happen because the grace of God 

is offered to us as a gift from God through Jesus Christ.  

“And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free 

gift is of many offences unto justification.” Romans 5:16 

Adam’s one sin was followed by countless numbers of sins. Imagine that! That one sin led to innumerable sins. 

But each offense is an opportunity to show the power of God to save. God’s free gift of grace can justify any and 

all sinners.  

“For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of 

the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)” Romans 5:17 

Here we have a contrast between death and life, and between Adam’s sin and Christ’s righteousness. Death 

would have reigned forever in our little world, if Christ had not come. But all that had been lost by Adam’s sin is 

restored by the righteousness of Christ. Wherever sin had reigned, righteousness can reign because (1) 

righteousness is offered to all as a free gift, and (2) because Christ’s righteousness is mightier than sin. 

“Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the 

righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.” Romans 5:18 

One sin by one man led to the condemnation of all. By the righteousness of One, Jesus Christ, justification is now 

offered to all.    
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“For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made 

righteous.” Romans 5:19 

The results of Adam’s sin is that all have sinned and many have remained in their sins. By the obedience of Christ, 

many, not all, were made righteous. And many of them have remained righteous.   

“Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more 

abound:” Romans 5:20 

The law is God’s standard of righteousness. The more we understand the law the more sinful our sins appear. But 

the more sinful we appear, the greater grace appears. Through the law is the knowledge of sin, which directs us to 

our need of a Savior.    

“That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus 

Christ our Lord.” Romans 5:21 

Sin has brought death to our world. Even so, the grace of God has brought the promise of eternal life to our 

world. As sin has reigned over each of us, even so we should allow righteousness to reign over us. We should 

become as familiar with righteousness as we were familiar with sin. Through the righteousness of Jesus Christ, this 

is all possible.  

Monday’s Lesson 

Title: The Church “Building” 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 3:12-15 

The third chapter of First Corinthians seems to focus somewhat on leadership. Paul said, “I have planted, Apollos 

watered; but God gave the increase.” Verse 6. We are all “laborers together with God,” but Paul speaks about 

those who lay the “foundation,” while others “build” upon that foundation. Verses 9, 10. The foundation we are 

all to build upon is Christ. Verse 11.  

Verse 12: In building up the work for God, we should always use the “gold, silver, and precious stones,” not the 

“wood, hay, and stubble.”  

The precious stones would represent sound doctrine and character development. The wood, hay, and stubble 

would represent erroneous teachings and a low moral standard.  

Verse 13: When the trials of life come, the nature of our work will be clearly manifested. If we have built upon 

Christ with sound doctrine and character development, then our work will not only endure the many tests and 

trials, but will shine all the more.  
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However, if we were not careful in our labors, the nature of our work will show its defects. Sometimes these 

defects are not seen immediately, but when the storms of life come like a torrent, they are clearly manifested. 

Verses 14, 15 

There will be men and women in heaven who spend most of their life building with wood, hay, and stubble. Yet, 

towards the end of their life they repent of their failure to represent Christ aright. The Lord will forgive them. If 

they remain justified, they shall receive eternal life. However, it may be that others will be lost, in part, because of 

their poor example for so many years. This is one very good reason why we should never procrastinate in giving 

our whole heart to Jesus. Why delay? It may be that you will repent later, but what if someone else is lead astray 

and never repents?  

This is why we should do all we can to make this right with others. If they see true heart felt repentance, it may 

encourage them to give their life fully to God. 

Tuesday’s Lesson 

Title: The Church as a Body 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:14-26 

In these verse, the church is likened to a body made up of various parts or members. The strength of the church 

seems to be the plurality of gifts, talents, and ministries, while exhibiting the same character of Jesus through the 

work of the Holy Spirit.  

Everyone is equally important, though they may not feel equally appreciated. This why we are admonished to 

“bestow more abundant honor” upon our more “uncomely parts.” Verse 23, 24. 

God has appointed these various parts of the body. Therefore, let us not complain about our position in the body 

of Christ, but to fulfill the commission God intended for us to have.  

The work that needs to get done is not simply played out on Sabbath morning. There is a whole week whereby 

God’s people need to ministry to suffering humanity. Therefore, do not complain if you have no responsibilities 

Sabbath morning. Go forth under the anointing of the Holy Spirit to exercise your gifts, talents, and passions for 

ministry during the week. 
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Wednesday’s Lesson 

Title: The Armor of God 

Scripture: Ephesians 6:11-17 

God has not asked us to make up our own armor, but to put on His armor. Therefore, we are always to look to 

God for protection against the wiles of Satan.  

While our real enemy is Satan, he uses people to work against us. Our armor will not only protect us against 

Satan’s demonic plans, but also against the hurtful words and actions of our fellow man. 

Satan at times will come with a frontal assault. At other times, he is waiting for you to let down your guard. But 

we are never safe by only putting on half our armor.  

In addition, we must not think that we are safe because we had a devotional reading in the morning. We will need 

to study and prayer, and then go forth in the power of the Holy Spirit to live by every word that proceeds from the 

mouth of God. 

Thursday’s Lesson 

Title: The Last Enemy 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:12-18 

If there were no hope of eternal life, then Christ need not come in human flesh. But if there is the promise of 

eternal life for those who believe, then there must be a resurrection. If we be raised who have sinned, then 

certainly He would be raised who knew no sin.  

It is a historical fact that Jesus was raised from the grave, and because He lives, all who believe in Him shall be 

resurrected as well.  

The burial and resurrection of Christ is not only our promise for the future life with incorruptible bodies, but it 

points to the new life we are to live today. Consider these words of Paul in Romans chapter six: 

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?” 

Romans 6:1 

Should we keeping on sinning to receive more grace? Should we persist in sinning?   
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“God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?” 

Romans 6:2 

 Absolutely not! How can we that gave our life to Jesus choose to live in sin? The evidence that we are justified by 

His grace is that we delight to obey God’s will.  

“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?” Romans 6:3 

When you were baptized into Christ, it was a sign that you were baptized into His death. You were expressing you 

desire to be dead to sin.  

“Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4 

As Christ was raised from the dead with power, so you are to be raised to a new life by that same power.    

“For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likenessof his 

resurrection:” Romans 6:5 

If we die to sin in this life, then we will experience the power of His resurrection to live a new life in this present 

world. If we are planted in the likeness of His death and experience His resurrection power to live that new life, 

we have that promise that we will also be raised in the likeness of His resurrection at His Second Coming.   
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