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The Ministry Begins   

Sabbath Afternoon: 

Memory Text: “And He saith to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.’” Matthew 4:19 

 

“The church,” we are told, “is God’s appointed agency for the salvation of men.” AA 9 

 

“All who receive the life of Christ are ordained to work for the salvation of their fellow men. For this work the 

church was established, and all who take upon themselves its sacred vows are thereby to be coworkers with 

Christ.” DA 822 

 

“God expects personal service from every one to whom He has intrusted a knowledge of the truth for this time.” 

9T 30 

 

All around us are precious souls “having no hope, and without God in the world.” Even within our own beloved 

church there are men and women who have never fully surrendered their hearts to Christ. 

 

“Follow Me” 

For a time, the disciples were part-time disciples. But then Jesus called them to full-time ministry. They were to 

leave their nets altogether and bind their lives with His. No longer were they to fish for fish, but they were to 

actively take part in full-time soul-winning. 

 

Sunday’s Lesson 

Title: John the Baptist and “Present Truth” 

Scripture: Matthew 3:2-7 

 

John the Baptist preached a message of repentance that included both the confession of sin and a changed life. 

 

Verse 2 

“Repent” 

The Greek word here is “metaneoeo,” which means “to change one’s mind,” “to change one’s purpose.”  
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When we come to Christ we are born-again. We receive a new heart. With that new heart come new motives and 

purposes in the life. And the evidence of a changed heart is a new life.  

 

“the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 

Christ was not setting up His everlasting kingdom on Earth at His first advent. Jesus explained that His kingdom 

was “not of this world.” Yet, each one of us can even now be citizens of His heavenly kingdom. Entrance and 

citizenship of His heavenly kingdom is the new birth experience.  

 

Verse 3 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness” 

While this is in reference to the “voice” of one man, that man was John the Baptist. That one man became the 

“voice” of God to his generation. And the main message he had to declare was the coming of the Messiah, Jesus 

Christ. 

 

“prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight” 

John’s call to repentance was to prepare the people to receive the coming Messiah. By repentance, men’s lives 

would become “straight.” The crooked ways of sin were to be straightened out that men might better understand 

the mission and ministry of the Messiah.  

 

Verse 4 

The simple diet and dress of John was to remind the people of the prophets of old. In addition, his plain dress was 

a rebuke to the excesses of the times. It was clear that John was not of this world. He, like Abraham, desired a 

heavenly Canaan. 

 

Verse 5 

People came from Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond to hear the words of John. Many men and women were open to 

the plain teaches of John. 

 

Verse 6 

John baptized them by immersion. This method clearly reveals the spiritual lesson that we must die completely to 

self, that we might rise up into newness of life. 

 

Verse 7 

While many came to John with true heartfelt repentance, John could see that many of the Pharisees came for 

other reasons. 

 

Verse 8 

The evidence of true conversion is a changed life. If the Pharisees wanted to be baptized of John without any 

corresponding change in the life, then the baptism would be of none effect. 
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Verse 9 

One is not born-again because he is a descendant of Abraham. And for many of the Pharisees, their hearts were 

so hardened, that it would be easier to make children of Abraham from stones, than to change the harden and 

stony hearts of many Pharisees.  

 

Verse 10 

In the judgment, God will not make His decision for eternal life or eternal death based upon a person’s genealogy, 

but upon the kind of fruit they produced during their life. If a person produced good fruit, then it is evident that 

such a person lived by faith. They are not saved by their good works, but their good works are the evidence that 

they were born-again. 

 

Verse 11 

John’s baptism of water was preparatory for men to accept the life and ministry of Jesus. The baptism of Jesus 

would be with the Holy Spirit and fire. The baptism of the Holy Spirit would have the work of burning away the 

dross of sin. This purifying effect will be seen in the life.  

 

Verse 12 

Here is a clear reference to the judgment. If we do not allow the Holy Spirit to burn away the dross of sin, then we 

will face the fires of the wrath of God. 

 

Monday’s Lesson 

Title: The Contrast in the Wilderness 

Scripture: Matthew 4:1 

 

Jesus had been guided by the Holy Spirit from day one. As He begins His ministry, He is still guided and led by the 

Holy Spirit. Jesus would be led into the wilderness to reaffirm His committed as the Lamb which taketh away the 

sins of the world.  

 

Jesus did not go out to be tempted and He never invited temptation. Jesus did take upon Himself our fallen nature 

and was tempted in all points as we are, yet without sin. Hebrews 4:15 

 

He was tempted more than we are. Yet, He always resisted temptation. It is by resisting temptation that we gain 

strength to resist it again.  

 

Now the devil saw an opportunity to tempt Jesus when He was in the wilderness. Satan thought he could win over 

Jesus. But in Christ defeating Satan in the wilderness, the devil knew he was defeated altogether. Jesus would only 

become stronger in resisting evil.  
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Tuesday’s Lesson 

Title: The Temptation 

Scriptures: Matthew 4:1-12 

 

The first temptation 

“Christ was our example in all things. As we see His humiliation in the long trial and fast in the wilderness to 

overcome the temptation of appetite in our behalf, we are to take this lesson home to ourselves when we are 

tempted. If the power of appetite is so strong upon the human family, and its indulgence so fearful that the Son of 

God subjected Himself to such a test, how important that we fell the necessity of having appetite under the 

control of reason. Our Savior fasted nearly six weeks, that He might gain for man the victory upon the point of 

appetite.” RH, September 1, 1874 

 

Second Temptation 

“Jesus would not place Himself in peril to please the devil. But how many today can stand a dare.” MS 17, 1893 

 

Third Temptation 

“He [Satan] asked the Savior to bow to his authority, promising that if he would do so, the kingdoms of the world 

would be His. He pointed Christ to his success in the world, enumerating the principalities and powers that were 

subject to him. He declared that what the law of Jehovah could not do, he had done….But Christ saw the in a 

different aspect, just as they were—earthly dominions under the power of a tyrant. He saw humanity full of woe, 

suffering under the oppressive power of Satan. He saw the earth defiled by hatred, revenge, malice, lust, and 

murder. He saw fiends in the possession of the bodies and souls of men.” MS 33, 1911 

 

Wednesday’s Lesson 

Title: The Land of Zebulun and Naphtali 

Scriptures: Matthew 4:13-16 

 

Jesus grew up in Nazareth, which fell within the borders of Zebulun. Much of the ministry of Jesus was centered in 

Capernaum, which was located in the tribal area of Naphtali.  

 

While Christ’s visit to these tribal areas was not the first time that He preached, they nonetheless received and 

“saw great light.” They had seen Jesus, the Light of the world.  
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They had been in darkness in two ways. First, they had been overrun by the Assyrians. Second, they sat in 

darkness due to sin. Christ came that they might see. That spiritual eyesight begins by receiving the call to 

repentance.  

 

Thursday’s Lesson 

Title: The Call of the Fisherman 

Scriptures: Matthew 4:17-22 

 

Jesus calls Peter and Andrew, and James and John to full-time discipleship. They would leave their nets to follow 

Jesus. 

 

“Follow Me” 

Jesus calls all of us to follow in His steps. But to these disciples, He was calling them to full-time ministry. 

 

“walking by the sea of Galilee” 

I find it interesting that Jesus was not looking for disciples in Jerusalem or among the Sanhedrin. He chose to find 

His disciple by the sea of Galilee. 

 

“two brethren” 

Jesus called to pairs of brothers. They men were also keen followers of John the Baptist. It would seem evident 

that He had chosen them because they lives were getting straighter by the preaching of John the Baptist. 

“casting a net” 

All four of these men were fishers. They were not from the school of the Pharisees. They were not part of the 

upper class. But they were teachable. They were men of hard work. They would have earned from sweat and 

blood the fruits of their labors.  Peter and Andrew were casting their nets, and James and John were mending 

their nets. While the one pair of brothers put their nets to use, the others were demonstrated the good industry 

of taking care of the tools that they had.  

 

“Follow Me” 

This call was one that would allow the brothers to draw closer to Christ. In that close connection, they would still 

be fishers, but the prize was the salvation of men. 

 

It could be scary to take up a new trade and leave the one that you are most familiar. But this example of them 

immediately leaving their nets shows the confidence they had in Jesus. After all, Jesus said, “I will make you 

fishers of men.” Jesus was not asking them to make themselves fishers of men. Jesus made the commitment to 

train them and equip them. 
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