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The Seen and the Unseen War 

Sabbath Afternoon  

Memory Text: “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and 

the violent take it by force.” Matthew 11:12 

From the time that John the Baptist began to preach, there was a great interest in his ministry. Multitudes 

gathered to hear John. As the Bible says, “Then went out to him [John the Baptist] Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and 

all the region round about Jordan.” Matthew 3:5 

And even after the imprisonment of John, the multitudes continued to gather. They gathered around Jesus. They 

had never heard the gospel preached in such fashion. They had never heard such words about the kingdom of 

heaven. The people were so earnest about the kingdom, they had been so blessed by the preaching of the 

kingdom, that they were ready to take it by force.  

This passage is not saying that the people were converted, but simply that they are gathered together and were 

ready for the kingdom of heaven NOW. If it were possible, they would have take it by force. 

Sunday’s Lesson 

Topic: John the Baptist 

Scriptures: Matthew 11:11, 12 

 

Among men, no prophet had a greater privilege than John the Baptist. He was the prophet who would introduce 

the world’s Redeemer as the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the world.  

All the prophets before him, looked forward to the first advent of the Messiah. As Jesus told the Jewish leaders, 

“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day: and he saw it [by faith], and was glad.” John 8:56 

There were none greater than John the Baptist when it came to character development. But for those who have 

come to know the whole life and teachings of Jesus, they are greater than he.  

John the Baptist knew of Jesus and introduced Jesus. However, the disciples of Jesus had the privilege to follow 

Jesus during His ministry. What a privilege! So John the Baptist saw an important but small part of the ministry of 

Jesus, while we have the privilege to understand the whole council of God concerning Christ. This doesn’t make us 

greater in worth, but only that we have the privilege to study all the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.  
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Monday’s Lesson 

Topic: The Frontiers of Darkness 

Scripture: “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.” Matthew 

10:34 

 

Jesus did not come to plant the seeds of discord. He is the Prince of Peace. See Isaiah 9:6; 11:6; Luke 2:14. 

But the results of making peace with God, creates strife with the world. But it is not the gospel that brings 

hostility, it is the wickedness that exists in our world. Evil is in opposition to Jesus, the Word of God, and the 

everlasting gospel. It is evil that gives birth to strife.  

If everyone was truly converted, there would be universal peace. But there is variance because there is such 

opposition to the commandments of God and His authority.  

We are not to sacrifice truth for worldly peace. We are to remain true to God and leave the consequences with 

Him who loves us with an everlasting love. 

Tuesday’s Lesson 

Topic: The Warfare Worldview 

Scriptures: Matthew 12:22-30 

 

Jesus healed a man who was blind and dumb, and who was possessed with a demon. All the people were amazed 

with this great miracle. Until then, the people saw Jesus as a great teacher and prophet of God. They had thoughts 

that He might be the Messiah, but they were not sure. So they said, “Is not this the son of David?” After all, He 

just performed a great miracle like the prophets of old.  

When the Pharisees heard that the people were tempted with the thought that Jesus might be the Messiah, they 

had sent spies to follow Jesus. And they said within themselves, “This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by 

Beelzebub the prince of the devils.” 

The Pharisees could see that a wonderful miracle had been performed. They could see that more than human 

power was demonstrated. Many of the people were wondering if Jesus was the Messiah. The Pharisees could see 

themselves losing power and influence over the people. So what could they say about this demonstration of 

superpower. They ascribed the power of Jesus to the leader of the demons, the devil himself.  

Jesus knew their thoughts and unmasked the absurdity of their reasoning.  

If a nation has a civil war, it weakens the nation. If a family is divided it shall not stand. If one part unravels the 

other part, it all falls apart.  
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Jesus was saying, “According to your argument, if Satan possessed this man, and I come along and cast the demon 

out, then Satan has simply undone his own work. The devil would have empowered Me to cast himself out. In this 

way, the kingdom of Satan would fall by itself. This would make Satan less prudent than the most foolish of men. 

And now consider this. If you [the Pharisees] cast out demons, then have you not condemned yourself by your 

reasoning? If you cast out demons, would that not also be by the power of Satan? You are condemned by your 

own argument.”  

Jesus’ argument would continue, “If the power that delivered this man was not by the power of Satan, then it 

must be by the power of God. This would prove that the kingdom of God is at hand. I am the strong man that has 

come into this sinful world. Satan claims to be the prince of this world. However, I am stronger than Satan, and I 

have come to deliver men and women from the power of sin and the power of death. I have come to bind up 

Satan, not to work with Satan. If I were not stronger than Satan, then I could not have broken into his house. By 

delivering this man possessed of a demon, I have shown you the works of God, not Satan. I have shown that the 

kingdom of God is at hand, and that all might be delivered from the hand of Satan. And furthermore, anyone who 

is not with Me, is against Me. I have not come to unite with Satan. I will oppose him at every step. And if you are 

with Me, then you will oppose Satan at every step.” 

Wednesday’s Lesson 

Topic: When the Battle Gets Nasty 

Scriptures: Matthew 11:1-12 

 

When asked, “Art thou He that should come, or do we look for another?” Jesus would point the disciples of John 

to His miracles as proof to His Messiahship. Miracles had been performed in the past, but no prophet had 

performed so many. He also pointed them to His preaching of the good news, especially to the poor.  

Throughout human history, the poor have generally been overlooked, if not despised. None had loved sinners as 

much as Jesus. And Jesus adds, “blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in Me.” 

Jesus was poor. He lived a life of poverty and lowliness. Jesus was saying, “Happy is the man who is not ashamed 

of my simple life. I have no castle, but I have life eternal. I have healed the sick. I have raised the dead. I have 

preached good news to the poor, and to all.” 

As the disciples of John were leaving, Jesus said, “What went ye out to see?” In other words, what attracted you 

to John and his preaching? Was it curiosity? What was your motive to follow John? 

John was not like a reed shaken in the wind. John was a man of heaven-born character. He was a man of principle.  

John was not a man of fine raiment. He did not live in ease in the courts of kings. John was a man who could 

endure tests and trials. He was a man who would endure any trial for the truth’s sake. He was the forerunner of 

Christ.  
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John was more than a prophet. He did not author a book, but he introduced the Author of the universe. He was 

not a prophet of prophecy like Daniel and the apostle John, but he introduced Him to whom all the prophecies 

pointed.  

Most important, John was God’s spokesperson. A man of character, who had the highest privilege of introducing 

the Savior of mankind.  

Thursday’s Lesson 

Topic: A Lost Cause 

Scripture: “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of 

the same; that through death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.” Hebrews 2:14 

 

As you and I have the same flesh and blood, Jesus took upon Himself our flesh and blood after 4000 years of sin. 

He took part of the same flesh and blood. Prior to His incarnation, He had no part in our flesh and blood. But He 

came down from heaven to become the Son of man.  

He took upon Himself our flesh and blood to show that man, even in his fallen state, could keep the 

commandments of God. In our flesh and blood, Jesus kept His Father’s commandments perfectly. Through the 

work of the Holy Spirit, we are able to keep God’s commandments as well. In fact, the keeping of the 

commandments is evidence that we are born-again.  

Not only did Jesus live a sinless life in our sinful flesh (See Romans 8:3, 4), but He became the perfect and 

blameless sacrifice for our sins. He died for our sins, and has been risen from the dead. In so doing, He just 

conquered the kingdom of Satan.  

Satan’s kingdom is a kingdom of sin and death. By living a sinless life Jesus conquered Satan’s kingdom of sin. By 

His resurrection, Jesus conquered Satan’s kingdom of death. 

Satan had the power of death, because he was the originator of sin. Sin brings forth death. Therefore, Satan had 

the power of death. When Jesus died on the cross, Satan had hoped that Jesus would remain dead. But on that 

glorious resurrection morning, Jesus came forth triumphantly, and Satan’s entire kingdom was doomed.   

All that Satan can do now is to bring death to men and women before they are converted. His mission is Christless 

graves. Our work is to preach Christ, that men and women might be saved before they face death, that they may 

rest from their labors awaiting the resurrection of life.  

 

Sabbath School notes prepared by Pastor Jeff Wehr. 
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