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Peter and the Rock 

Sabbath Afternoon  

Memory Text: “He saith unto them, ‘But who say ye that I am?’” Matthew 16:15 

As Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi with His disciples, He asked them, “Whom do men say that I the 

Son of man am?” (verse 13) 

And they said, “Some say that thou art John the Baptist; some, Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or one of the 

prophets.” (verse 14) 

Jesus then said unto them, “But who say ye that I am?” (verse 15) 

Peter confessed, “Thou art the Christ [the Messiah, the Anointed One], the Son of the living God.” Peter was not 

ashamed to confess that Jesus was the long-expected Messiah, the Son of the true and living God.  

Jesus answered, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona [Simon, son of Jona].” Simon Peter’s father was not the Father 

of heaven and earth. Peter’s father was Jona, or Jonas. See John 1:42; 21:16, 17. It is true that we are all children 

of God, but Jesus is the only-begotten Son of God, who has been with the Father from eternity. 

 

As we will see, the church is not founded upon Peter, the son of Jonas, but upon Jesus Christ, the son of God the 

Father.  

Sunday’s Lesson 

Topic: “Thou art the Christ” 

Scripture: Matthew 16:16 

 

Peter was blessed in his confession. We are all blessed when we confess Christ. We are honored to make such a 

confession. What did Peter see? He did not see the militaristic Messiah he anticipated would come. However, he 

still saw in the lowly appearance of Jesus the fulfilled of the promised Messiah.  

 

It was not the confession of other men that convinced Peter of this truth. He did not believe because flesh and 

blood had revealed this to him. Rather, he was convinced by his own association with Jesus. More than that, Jesus 

said that the Father had revealed this unto him. (verse 17) 
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The clear foundation of the Christian faith is that Jesus is the Son of God. Jesus is the self-existent Son of God. 

Consider the following: 

 

The disciples acknowledged His divinity, saying, “Of a truth thou art the Son of God.” Matthew 14:33. 

 

Again they confessed, “And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ [the Messiah], the Son of the living 

God.” John 6:69 

 

Peter confessed, “Thou art the Christ [the Messiah], the Son of the living God.” Matthew 16:16 

 

The centurion was convinced of Jesus’ divinity, saying, “Truly this was the Son of God.” Matthew 27:54 

 

John the Baptist declared, “And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.” John 1:34 

 

Nathanael confessed, “Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.” John 1:49 

 

Jesus was accused of blasphemy because He said, “I am the Son of God.” John 10:36 

 

The Jews condemned Jesus “because He made Himself the Son of God.” John 19:7 

 

John preached the gospel that “ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 

might have life through His name.” John 20:31 

 

When the Ethiopian eunuch was converted he expressed his faith in Christ, saying, “I believe that Jesus Christ is 

the Son of God.” Acts 8:37. 

 

The apostle Paul went into the synagogues and preached Christ, saying, “He [Jesus] is the Son of God.” Acts 9:20 

 

The Father declared, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 2 Peter 1:17. See also Matthew 3:17 

 

God dwells in those who confess “that Jesus is the Son of God.” 1 John 4:15 

 

Those who overcome the world are those “that believe that Jesus is the Son of God.” 1 John 5:5 

 

Jesus said, “That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church: and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 

shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (verses 18, 19) 

 

http://www.metromenspm.com/


 

 
 

Metro New York World Ministry – http://www.metromenspm.com/ Page 3 

Monday’s Lesson 

Topic: “On This Rock” 

Scripture: Matthew 16:17, 18 

 

“Thou art Peter” 

According to John 1:42, Jesus gave Simon, son of Jonas, the name Peter, which means “a stone.” Jesus was not 

going to build His church upon “a stone,” but upon the “rock.”  

 

Jesus is the Rock of our Salvation, and Peter’s confession points to Jesus as the Rock upon whom the church is 

built. Peter never referred to himself as the rock. Peter said, “Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of 

Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by 

him doth this man stand here before you whole. This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which 

is become the head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under 

heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” Acts 4:10-12. See also 1 Peter 2:4-8 

 

Jesus said of Himself, “Did ye never read in the Scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is 

become the head of the corner: this the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?” Matthew 21:42 

 

Paul confirms that Jesus is the Rock, saying, “And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that 

spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.” 1 Corinthians 10:4 

 

Sister White wrote, “The word Peter signifies a stone,—a rolling stone. Peter was not the rock upon which the 

church was founded. The gates of hell did prevail against him when he denied his Lord with cursing and swearing. 

The church was built upon One against whom the gates of hell could not prevail.  

 

“Centuries before the Saviour's advent Moses had pointed to the Rock of Israel's salvation. The psalmist had sung 

of ‘the Rock of my strength.’ Isaiah had written, ‘Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a 

stone, a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation.’ Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 62:7; Isaiah 28:16. 

Peter himself, writing by inspiration, applies this prophecy to Jesus. He says, ‘If ye have tasted that the Lord is 

gracious: unto whom coming, a living stone, rejected indeed of men, but with God elect, precious, ye also, as 

living stones, are built up a spiritual house.’ 1 Peter 2:3-5, R. V.  

 

“’Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.’ 1 Corinthians 3:11. ‘Upon this rock,’ said 

Jesus, ‘I will build My church.’ In the presence of God, and all the heavenly intelligences, in the presence of the 

unseen army of hell, Christ founded His church upon the living Rock. That Rock is Himself,—His own body, for us 

broken and bruised. Against the church built upon this foundation, the gates of hell shall not prevail.  
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“How feeble the church appeared when Christ spoke these words! There was only a handful of believers, against 

whom all the power of demons and evil men would be directed; yet the followers of Christ were not to fear. Built 

upon the Rock of their strength, they could not be overthrown.  

 

“For six thousand years, faith has builded upon Christ. For six thousand years the floods and tempests of satanic 

wrath have beaten upon the Rock of our salvation; but it stands unmoved.  

“Peter had expressed the truth which is the foundation of the church's faith, and Jesus now honored him as the 

representative of the whole body of believers. He said, ‘I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: 

and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall 

be loosed in heaven.’  

 

“’The keys of the kingdom of heaven’ are the words of Christ. All the words of Holy Scripture are His, and are here 

included. These words have power to open and to shut heaven. They declare the conditions upon which men are 

received or rejected. Thus the work of those who preach God's word is a savor of life unto life or of death unto 

death. Theirs is a mission weighted with eternal results.  

 

“The Saviour did not commit the work of the gospel to Peter individually. At a later time, repeating the words that 

were spoken to Peter, He applied them directly to the church. And the same in substance was spoken also to the 

twelve as representatives of the body of believers. If Jesus had delegated any special authority to one of the 

disciples above the others, we should not find them so often contending as to who should be the greatest. They 

would have submitted to the wish of their Master, and honored the one whom He had chosen.  

 

“Instead of appointing one to be their head, Christ said to the disciples, ‘Be not ye called Rabbi;’ ‘neither be ye 

called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.’ Matthew 23:8, 10.  

 

“’The head of every man is Christ.’ God, who put all things under the Saviour's feet, ‘gave Him to be the head over 

all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all.’ 1 Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians 

1:22, 23. The church is built upon Christ as its foundation; it is to obey Christ as its head. It is not to depend upon 

man, or be controlled by man. Many claim that a position of trust in the church gives them authority to dictate 

what other men shall believe and what they shall do. This claim God does not sanction. The Saviour declares, ‘All 

ye are brethren.’ All are exposed to temptation, and are liable to error. Upon no finite being can we depend for 

guidance. The Rock of faith is the living presence of Christ in the church. Upon this the weakest may depend, and 

those who think themselves the strongest will prove to be the weakest, unless they make Christ their efficiency. 

‘Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm.’ The Lord ‘is the Rock, His work is perfect.’ 

‘Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him.’” Jeremiah 17:5; Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 2:12. The Desire of 

Ages, 412-414 
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Through the first few centuries, Jesus was known as the Rock. But in 445 AD, the bishop of Rome, Leo I, applied 

the “rock” to Peter. To substantiate his false claims over the entire church, Leo I claimed that Peter was the first 

pope, and that Peter held the keys. The Catholic Church declares that those keys were passed down to the 

succeeding bishops of Rome. This is how the Papacy has asserted its erroneous claims over Christianity. As such, 

she became the antichrist power of Bible prophecy.  

 

“the gates of hell” 

Jesus triumphed over the gates of hell by His perfect life over the power of sin. By the power of His resurrection, 

Jesus defeated death and the grave. Satan hoped to control the gates of hell. He had hoped that Jesus Himself 

would have remained in the tomb. But Jesus entered the strong man’s house and bound him by His glorious 

resurrection. 

Tuesday’s Lesson 

Topic: Peter as Satan 

Scripture: Matthew 16:21-23 

 

After Peter confessed that Jesus is the Messiah, Christ begins to tell them of His death—how the Messiah must 

suffer. Only after He was convinced that they believed in Him as the Messiah, could He corrected their views of 

the first advent of the Messiah. The Scriptures are clear that the Messiah would bare the sins of the world. See 

Isaiah 53:3-10 

 

Peter interrupted Jesus, and said, “Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.” Peter was not trying to 

exercise power or authority over Christ, but earnestly expressed his objection that such a thing would happen to 

Jesus. In fact, it was impossible for Peter to see such a thing happen to Jesus if He was indeed the Messiah.  

 

Jesus’ immediate response was, “Get thee behind me, Satan.” Satan was not only against God’s government in 

heaven, but he has been against the whole plan of salvation.  

 

It is not likely that Jesus was calling Peter, “Satan.” But Christ recognized that, like Satan, the words Peter spoke 

were in fact in opposition to the plan of salvation. Without the substitionary death of the Messiah, there would be 

no forgiveness of sin—we would all be lost without any hope. Hence, the words of Peter became an offense.  

 

Moments before, Peter correctly identified Jesus as the Messiah. Now Peter incorrectly applied the purpose of 

the Messiah first advent. Can we do the same thing? Can we recognize Jesus as the Savior, and yet misunderstood 

the purpose of His sinless life, substitionary death, resurrection, and priestly ministry in the heavenly sanctuary? 
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Wednesday’s Lesson 

Topic: Encouragement From Heaven 

Scriptures: Matthew 17:1-9 

 

Six days later, Jesus takes Peter, James, and John into a high mountain. These three disciples were also the closest 

to Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. See Mark 14:33 

Apart from the other disciples they came to the top of the mountain. (verse 1) Then occurred the transfiguration. 

The word “transfigure” means to change the appearance of something. What changes took place? 

 

First, Christ’s face shone as the sun. This reminds of us of how Jesus is the brightness of the Father’s glory. Second, 

Christ had on a garment that was white as the light.  

 

Then appeared Moses and Elijah, who began to talk with Jesus. (verse 3) Moses was resurrected and Elijah was 

translated. They would represent the future resurrection of the saints. Moses would represent those who will be 

resurrected from the grave, and Elijah would represent those who will be translated at the Second Coming of 

Christ. See 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17 

 

With His approaching death, the transfiguration must have been a great blessing to Jesus. Moses and Elijah came 

to encourage Jesus.  

 

As Sister White wrote, “These two, whom God had seen fit to favor above all others who ever lived upon earth, 

were delegated by the Father to bring the glory of Heaven to his Son, and comfort him, talking with him 

concerning the completion of his mission, and especially of his sufferings to be endured at Jerusalem.  

 

“The Father chose Moses and Elijah to be his messengers to Christ, and glorify him with the light of Heaven, and 

commune with him concerning his coming agony, because they had lived upon earth as men; they had 

experienced human sorrow and suffering, and could sympathize with the trial of Jesus, in his earthly life. Elijah, in 

his position as a prophet to Israel, had represented Christ, and his work had been, in a degree, similar to that of 

the Saviour. And Moses, as the leader of Israel, had stood in the place of Christ, communing with him and 

following his directions; therefore, these two, of all the hosts that gathered around the throne of God, were fittest 

to minister to the Son of God.” Spirit of Prophecy, Volume 2, pages 328, 329 

 

Why did Peter want to build three tabernacles? We are not told. Perhaps they were nearing the Feast of 

Tabernacles. Nevertheless, Peter had an immediate servant-minded response to the scene before him. If we were 

more heavenly-minded, would we be more likely to want to serve God and our fellowmen as well?  
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A bright cloud overshadowed the disciples, and they heard the voice of the Father, saying, “This is My beloved 

Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him.” (verse 5) Here was a clear manifestation of the divinity of Christ. 

Not only was He transfigured, but the Father made it clear that the law [represented by Moses] and the prophets 

[represented by Elijah], pointed to His son. Therefore, the Father says, “hear ye Him [Jesus].” As we know, the 

Bible is a manifestation of the life of Christ. 

 

The disciples fell on their face. They had heard the voice of God. They were in the presence of Jesus transfigured 

with Moses and Elijah. They were so privileged and blessed. (verse 8)  

 

Then Jesus came and touched them, indicating that this was not a vision, but a real account. Then Jesus said, 

“Arise, and be not afraid.” (verse 7) When they had lifted up their eyes, they were alone with Jesus. (verse 8) 

 

Jesus tells them to tell no man until the Son of man be risen from the dead. (verse 9) This would be further 

evidence of His divinity, having predicted His death and resurrection.  

The gospel of Mark tells us that “they kept that saying with themselves, questioning one with another what the 
rising from the dead should mean.” Mark 9:10 The disciples had a difficult time understanding the connection 
between their concept of the role of the Messiah as a conqueror and the words of jesus pointing to His sufferings 
and death.   

Thursday’s Lesson 

Topic: Jesus and the Temple Tax 

Scriptures: Matthew 17:24-27 

 

Peter was confronted by the Temple tax collector. Peter was asked, “Doth not your Master pay tribute?” 

 

According to Jewish law, the priests, scribes, and Pharisee were exempt from paying this tax. However, everyone 

else was expected to voluntarily pay this tax. 

 

If it could be shown that Jesus ought to pay this tax, then it would prove to some that Jesus did not have the right 

to preach and teach.  

 

The quick response by Peter was, “Yes.” But when Jesus came to the house of Peter, He said to Peter, “What 

thinketh thou, Simon? Of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? Of their own children, or of 

strangers?” 

 

Peter responded, “Of strangers.” 
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Jesus said, “Then are the children free.” If the kings of the earth collect taxes from strangers, then the children are 

free—taxes would not be required of them. In other words, “Kings do not tax their own children. The children are 

free from paying taxes. My Father is the King and I am doing service for Him. I am His Son. Therefore, I am not 

required to pay a tax. However, I am willing to pay the tax to avoid unnecessary controversy.”  

 

Jesus then tells Peter to go to the sea and catch a fish. In the mouth of the fish will be a coin to pay the tax.  

 

In this lesson, we find that Jesus was under no obligation to pay the tax because He is a true prophet of God. 

More than that, He is the Messiah. Why would the Messiah need to pay the Temple tax? The answer is, “He does 

not need to pay the Temple tax.” However, to avoid unnecessary conflict, Jesus tells Peter to catch a fish, take out 

the coin, and pay the tax.  

 

By performing the miracle with the coin, Jesus showed that He was not only the Messiah, but that He was also the 

Creator. Why would the Creator need to pay a Temple tax? The answer, “He does not need to the Temple tax.” It 

is ridiculous to think that Jesus would have to pay the Temple tax. He has the right to preach and teach for He is 

the Creator and Messiah. He was ordained to preach from His heavenly Father. 

 

Sabbath School Notes prepared by Pastor Jeff Wehr 
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