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Idols of the Soul 

Sabbath Afternoon  

Memory Text: “At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?” Matthew 18:1 

What the disciples meant by the “kingdom of heaven,” was a Messianic kingdom where Israel ruled over the 

nations. With talk about returning to Jerusalem, they supposed that Jesus would be setting up this temporal 

kingdom. And as with all kingdoms, there are important top positions to fill. The disciples had disputed this topic 

among themselves. And now they referred this question to Jesus, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?” 

Sunday’s Lesson 

Topic: The Greatness of Humility 

Scriptures: Matthew 18:1-4 

 

Jesus defines greatness with conversion and childlikeness. Children, for the most part, are teachable and humble. 

They are not typically full of worldly ambition and pride. Jesus was not asking His disciples to act immaturely, but 

that they would be willing to occupy the lowly position of a child in a household. In Mark 9:35, Jesus would tell His 

disciples that “if any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all and servant of all.” To be great in the 

kingdom of heaven is to esteem others as better than yourself.  

 

Conversion would then manifest the spirit of humility, not pride; service to others, not control. The Greek verb for 

to be converted, strepho, means “to turn,” or “to turn around.” The converted person will turn from his old habits 

of life and opinions to another. In Acts 3:19, the word refers to a great change, a transformation, a regeneration, 

or a new birth.  

 

In the current context, the words “except ye be converted,” does not mean that the disciples had not experienced 

any spiritual life in the past. It means that they must change their concept of the Messiah’s first advent. They 

assumed that Jesus was going to destroy the Romans and set up a temporal kingdom. They were wrong! With 

their erroneous opinions, they could miss out on the kingdom.  

 

Does it matter what we think? Does it matter how we understand various subjects made plain in the Word? Of 

course, it does. It is mightily important. It does matter how we think about the kingdom of heaven. Is it militaristic 

in nature? Absolutely not! The kingdom of heaven is best defined by the life of Christ. The Sermon on the Mount 
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is a description of those who will inhabit the kingdom of heaven. Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. . . Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:3, 10 

 

What have we learned from these passages? First, our concept of the kingdom of heaven is very important. 

Second, our attitude towards others is very important. We cannot have the attitude of lording it over others and 

expect to fit into God’s kingdom of humility, love, and grace. We must have childlike qualities of trust in God, and 

the humility of Jesus.  

 

So those who are childlike in faith, teachable, and humble are considered greatest in the kingdom.   

And those who receive such a one, show that they are attached to Christ. (Verse 5) 

But if we cause others to fall into sin due to our influence, it becomes a terrible offense against God. It would have 
been better that this person would have fallen asleep before he misled others.   

Monday’s Lesson 

Topic: The Greatness of Forgiveness 
Scriptures: Matthew 18:15-35 
 
If a fellow brother in the church sins against you by bring injury to your character, person, or property, “go and tell 
him his fault between thee and him alone.” In other words, go and reprove him in the love of Jesus. By doing so, 
your brother may be able to give an explanation for his words and/or actions. It could also be an opportunity for 
making things right. Some are willing and desirous of making reparation.  
 
One of the main reasons to meet alone is to “gain thy brother,” or to preserve and restore him. In this way, you 
have gained him as a Christian brother again.  
 
However, if he will not hear you, then take one or more witnesses with you to meet with him again. Some people 
will not hear you by refusing to make things right. They may also refuse to meet with you. In either case, it is good 
to take persons with good reputations and skills to help arbitrate the situation. 
 
If they will not hear you and the witnesses, then bring it before the church. This may not be the entire church at a 
church business meeting, but with the elders. The key is always restoration.  
 
If the individual refuses to listen to the church, then we are not at liberty to be unkind and indifferent. Rather, we 
acknowledge the tragedy that he is currently not a member of Christ’s body. But there is always hope.  
 
If we apply God’s counsel in the situation, in the spirit of Jesus, then heaven will approve of the church’s decision. 
(verse 18) 
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In the first century churches, the care of the church was predominately placed in the hands of the elders. If they 
[the elders] have faithfully nurtured the church, and agree on disciplining a member, “it shall be done for them of 
My Father which is in heaven.” (verse 19) 
 
When two or three are gathered together in the name of Jesus, He is in the midst of them. They will have His 
guidance and presence. They will act upon His words and commands. As Jesus said, “I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen.” Matthew 28:20 
 
Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Till seven 
times?” (verse 21) 
 
Some had taught that you should forgive a man three times, but that you are under no obligation to do so the 
fourth time. So when Peter said, “Till seven time?” that would have been considered a high number. But Jesus 
said, “Until seventy times seven.” (verse 22) In other words, there is no limit to forgiveness to any fixed number of 
times. As often as your brother asks for forgiveness, we are to forgive.  
 
Jesus then explained to Peter that the kingdom of heaven within the church is likened to a certain king and his 
servant. The servant owed him ten thousand talents. (verse 24) 
 
The servant had not nothing to pay the king. The king therefore commanded him, his wife and children to be sold. 
(verse 25) 
 
The servant prostrated himself at the king’s feet and earnestly entreats him to have patience with him 
(verse 26) 
 
The king has pity on him. He considered this man’s very poor condition and realized that he could never pay the 
debt, so the king forgives the whole debt. This is an example of God’s mercy to us. We could never pay for our 
debt of sin. It is too great. (verse 27) 
 
But the same servant went out and found one of his fellow-servants who owed him a very small sum of a hundred 
pence. By contrast, the sins men commit against one another is small compared to our countless sins against God. 
Therefore, if God has forgiven us, should we not forgive one another? 
 
In addition, God is so merciful and patient with us. But in contrast, the forgiven servant was so impatient and 
rough with his fellow servant. 
 
The main object of this parable is that we should forgive all who seek forgiveness. We should do so kindly, not 
begrudgingly.  

Tuesday’s Lesson 

Topic: Idols of the Soul 
Scriptures: Matthew 19:16-30 
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There was a young man who was a ruler. He had wealth, a good name, and promising talents. He came to Jesus 
and showed respect by addressing Jesus as “Good Master,” meaning an excellent religious teacher.  
 
Sensing a void in his life that possessions, power, and prestige could never fill, he asks Jesus, “What good thing 
shall I do, that I may have eternal life?” 
 
He saw himself as a religious man. He felt that he had kept all the commandments. Yet he did not have the peace. 
He supposed that there was some great good he could do that would assure him of eternal life.  
 
Jesus first answered his question with a question, “Why callest thou Me good? There is none good but one, that 
is, God.” In other words, Jesus was saying, “You call me ‘Good Master,’ which is a title that belongs to God alone. 
You may see Me as an excellent teacher, but you still see Me as a mere man. It is not right to use titles that belong 
solely to God, and use them to address men.”  
 
In these opening remarks, Jesus was not denying His divinity, but to warn the young man of using flattery. 
 
So Jesus then tells him, “keep the commandments.” Obedience to God’s Ten Commandments is not a means of 
earning salvation, but the evidence of faith in the power of God to change a sinner into a saint.  
 
The young ruler says, “Which?” (verse 18) 
 
While there are ten commandments, Jesus points him to the sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and fifth 
commandments. Then Jesus adds, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
 
The young ruler answers, “All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet?” (verse 20) The young 
ruler was saying, “I feel that I have made an earnest effort to keep all these commandments. Is there some other 
commandment for me to keep?” 
 
Jesus tells the young ruler that for him to be perfect or complete, go sell what you have and come follow Me. If 
the young ruler would love his neighbor as himself, he would place the needs of others above material wealth. By 
becoming a disciple of Jesus, he could not have been richer.  
 
If you want to be complete, then follow Jesus and be like Him. This would be true obedience to the 
commandments of God.  
 
Tragically, the young ruler made an idol of his wealth. As such, he did not truly keep the commandments, for he 
fell short of utilizing his wealth to do the greatest amount of good.  
 
Many men of wealth have worshiped their wealth. They have loved money more than people. More than that, 
they have placed their faith in money. This is not only a sin of the unbelieving, but also of many professed 
Christians. In fact, church leadership can place more faith in mammon than the promises of God.  
 
What is the bewitching power of riches? 
 
First, wealth is often seen as a measure of human worth or human pride. Second, wealth often causes people to 
look down upon the poor, causing the person to do all that he can to avoid being amongst the poor.  Third, wealth 
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can cause anxiety for fear of losing it, therefore, the person does all that he can to keep it. Fourth, sometimes 
wealth opens doors to unnecessary evils. Often it takes money to maintain that vice. Hence, the hording and 
misuse of wealth. 
 
Whenever we place wealth above the needs of others, it is a sin must be overcome. But note this important point: 
the evil is not wealth, rather, it is the hording of wealth.  
 
Since all comes from God, we should place all of who we are and all of what we have upon the altar of God. We 
are to dedicate ourselves to God’s service. In this way, our wealth will not be getting in the way. Rather, our 
wealth as means, talents, and opportunities will be used to the uplifting of our fellowman and to the glory of God.  

Wednesday’s Lesson 

Topic: What’s in it for us? 
Scriptures: Matthew 19:28-20:16 
 
We will not necessary receive a hundredfold in US dollars. However, the joy and peace of heaven is of more value 
than houses and lands.  
 
We should be willing to forsake all for Christ, who was willing to forsake all for us.  
 
Since this old world is not our inheritance, but the Earth made new, we are far better off utilizing all of our 
resources to rescue the perishing while there is time. Once probation closes, all our wealth and means will be 
worthless—ready to be burned.  
 
Our heavenly rewards cannot be measured by gold and silver. How do you put a price tag on eternal life? How do 
you put a price tag on an immortal body and a New Earth where there is no more sorrow, no more pain, and no 
more death? How do you put a price tag on the peace of heaven in the soul, where there is no more hatred?  
 
In the Parable of the Laborers, Jesus explains how the “first shall be last, and the last shall be first.”  
 
At the time, “a penny” was the wages of a day’s work. As the day lingered on, the man of the household hired 
more workers. At the end of the day, he told his steward to pay all the workers the same. He gave out the wages 
in the reverse order that they were hired. Those who worked the least were paid first. 
 
They all received a penny. The owner must have felt that these eleventh hour workers would have worked all day 
if someone would have hired them. Therefore, he paid them a full day’s wage.  
 
Those who worked the longest then supposed that they would receive more, but they did not. They received 
exactly the amount promised to them for a day’s work. The early morning workers began to complain. But the 
householder reminds them that he has done them no wrong. They had an agreement. He had paid them all that 
he promised. Therefore, there should be no complaint if the owner chooses to pay the same to others. It is his 
right to do so.  
 
The owner says, “Is thine eye evil, because I do good?” Are you envious?  
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When it comes to the reward of the saints, we should rejoice in the success and blessings of others. The thief on 
the cross will enjoy eternal life. Even though he lived a long life of crime, and a very short life as a believer, he will 
equally receive life eternal. He will live as long as the longest living servant of God upon the earth. Those who 
serve in near obscurity will be rewarded with eternal life as that of the most known Bible writers. It is God’s 
prerogative to reward His servants as He pleases. To all who believe, He bestows eternal life. Some will no doubt 
receive greater responsibilities in heaven depending upon their faithfulness here, but all who believe will be 
saved.  

Thursday’s Lesson 

Topic: We are able 
Scriptures: Matthew 20:20-27 
 
Salome, the mother of Zebedee’s son, James and John, made a request to Jesus, saying, “Grant that these my two 
sons may sit, the one on Thy right hand, and the other on the left, in Thy kingdom.” They were thinking of a 
temporal kingdom on earth, not of heaven itself.  
 
Jesus says, “Ye know not what ye ask.” You do not quite understand the nature of your request and all that is 
involved in such a request. There will be many trials and much suffering for what you ask. “Are you able to drink 
the cup that I shall drink of?” Are you able to suffer with Me? Are you able to endure the trials to build such a 
kingdom? They said, “We are able.” 
 
Jesus replied, “Ye shall indeed drink My cup.” This was fulfilled as James was slain, and John was banished to the 
island of Patmos for the Word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.  
 
However, Jesus said, “It is not Mine to give.” All the rewards have their origin with the Father.  
 
The other ten disciples “heard it,” and “were moved with indignation.” They were not indignant at Jesus’ response 
but to the ambitious request of James and John. 
 
So Jesus called His disciples together and said, “Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over 
them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them.” You know how the world acts. Men seek to have 
dominion and authority over one another. However, My kingdom operates in a different way. The rich, the poor, 
the learned, and the unlearned, all are equal. The one who actually becomes the greatest is the one who is the 
most humble and the one most willing to serve his fellow man.  
 
Jesus Himself is an example of this very principle. He who was in the form of God, came as a servant to rescue 
suffering humanity. He has become the “ransom,” the price paid for our redemption.  
 

 

Sabbath School Notes prepared by Pastor Jeff Wehr 
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