           Metro N.Y. Prayer Ministry – Adult S.S. Contributing 
                        Comments For Week Ending August 3

                     OBEDIENCE THE FRUIT OF REVIVAL

Sabbath Afternoon July 27:

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds; Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”  II Corinthians 10:4,5

Certain things are here in God’s word plainly stated:  

1) WE ARE IN A BATTLE – this battle is for eternity and will determine whether our souls are saved or lost.  This battle is first and foremost fought in the mind - as this is the place of dominion that must be surrendered to Christ.  Notice:  “It is not mimic battles in which we are engaged.  We are waging a warfare upon which hang eternal results. We have unseen enemies to meet.  Evil angels are striving for the dominion of every human being. Whatever injures the health, not only lessens physical vigor, but tends to weaken the mental and moral powers. Indulgence in any unhealthful practice makes it more difficult for one to discriminate between right and wrong, and hence more difficult to resist evil. It increases the danger of failure and defeat.” MH 128
2) WE NEED THE RIGHT WEAPONS: Not our own weak carnal nature but the mighty power of God – the Holy Spirit.  Notice:  “Sin could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the Third Person of the Godhead, who would come with no modified energy, but in the fullness of divine power…..Through the Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of the divine nature.”  D.A. 671
3) EVERY THOUGHT – that is all thinking is to be brought into obedience to Christ.  Notice:  “When you decide that as Christians you are not required to restrain your thoughts and feelings, you are brought under the influence of evil angels and invite their presence and control.”  5T    p. 310 

    “There is no influence in our land more powerful to poison the      imagination, to destroy religious impressions, and to blunt the relish for the tranquil pleasures and sober realities of life than theatrical amusements.  The love for these scenes increases with every indulgence, as the desire for intoxicating drink strengthens with its use. The only safe course is to shun the theater, the circus, and every other questionable place of amusement.”  4T 652-653

Sunday  July 28, 2013         The Transformed Life

When Paul wrote to the Corinthian church he said: “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind. Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.   And such WERE SOME OF YOU: but ye are washed,  but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”            I Corinthians 6:9-11   (emphasis supplied)  
In speaking of Peter’s repentance and changed life the book – The Desire of Ages - states that after the resurrection and before the outpouring of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost that “….the converted Peter was very different.”  Before His ascension when Christ drew out the confession of Peter’s repentance in front of the other disciples it states:  “Before the assembled disciples Jesus revealed the depth of Peter’s repentance, and showed how thoroughly humbled was the once boasting disciple…… ‘when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.’….That time had now come, and the transformation in Peter was evident.”  Desire of Ages p. 812

Monday July 29            The High Cost Of Obedience  

Concerning Stephen the martyr it is said in Scripture:  “And they were not able to resist the wisdom and spirit by which he spake”  Acts 6:10   

But he being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God.” 

Acts 7:55

We must remember that the fullness of the presence of the Spirit of God may bring us into persecution.  But God cares. Notice the following from 

The Desire of Ages:  “Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake.” Phillipians 1:29  And of all the gifts that Heaven can bestow upon men, fellowship with Christ in His sufferings is the most weighty trust and the highest honor.” D.A. 225

Tuesday July 30                 When The Spirit Surprises

In our journey towards the kingdom and in our witness for Christ we will meet those who are bitter opponents of Christ and His truth such as was the apostle Paul before his conversion.  But even then we must view all men as potentials for Christ’s kingdom.  Paul wrote of himself:  “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.” I Timothy 1: 12,13

“The gospel is to be presented, not as a lifeless theory, but as a living force to change the life. God desires that the receivers of His grace shall be witnesses to its power.  Those whose course has been most offensive to Him He freely accepts; when they repent, He imparts to them His divine Spirit, places them in the highest positions of trust, and sends them forth into the camp of the disloyal to proclaim His boundless mercy.”  DA 826
Wednesday July 31               Sensitivity to the Spirit’s Call

“And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.”  Ephesians 4:30

Concerning the schools of the prophets in the Old Testament times I quote:

“The students were instructed as to what the fear of the Lord is, how to approach Him, how to pray to Him, how to submit themselves to Him, how to commune with Him, how to court His Holy Spirit, how to be led of the Spirit, how to live with God, how to walk with Him, how to have the Lord dwell in their lives, how to know that they were ever in His presence, how to have Him their companion in everything that they did in their daily lives, - in short, how to glorify God in body, soul, and spirit, in every thought and word and deed.”  P. 93 The Place Of The Bible In Education – A.T. Jones

Thursday August 1                    Spirit – Led Obedience

Spirit led obedience means Spirit empowered obedience.  It is the Spirit of God working in the life of the co-operating believer that results in true Spirit led obedience.  “….work out your own salvation with fear and trembling for it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.” 

Phil. 2:12,13

Friday August 2                     Further Study

“The Spirit of the Almighty is moving upon men’s hearts, and those who respond to its influence become witnesses for God and His truth. In many places consecrated men and women may be seen communicating to others the light that has made plain to them the way of salvation through Christ.  And as they continue to let their light shine, as did those who were baptized with the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, they receive more and still more of the Spirit’s power. THUS THE EARTH IS TO BE LIGHTENED WITH THE GLORY OF GOD.”   AA 54    (emphasis supplied)
