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                       DISCIPLING THROUGH METAPHOR

                        SABBATH AFTERNOON JANUARY 4

“All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable spake He not unto them. That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying,  I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.” 

                                                                            Matthew 13:34, 35

Metaphor – “A figure of speech in which a term is transferred from the object it ordinarily designates to an object it may designate only by implicit comparison or analogy, as in the phrase – evening of life.  2) Figurative language; allegory; parable:  ‘The prophets used much by metaphors to set forth truth.’ (Bunyan)”   The American Dictionary

“….concepts that are often difficult to grasp in ordinary language can be taught through symbols and metaphors.”  Standard Quarterly p. 14

                                     OLD TESTAMENT EXAMPLES

                                           SUNDAY JANUARY  5

We can all identify with a story.  A story usually has elements in it that are quite easy for the listener to understand and compare to his own life.  This method makes teaching and learning more meaningful and also impresses the lesson more firmly upon the mind of the listener because it is contained in a story or symbol which explains and illustrates the lesson that is so important to be understood – this method is used in many places in the Bible.
When Nathan approached David to rebuke his sin – he did it in such a way to reach David through his own understanding to see the grievous nature of what he had done and to bring him to repentance – and Nathan was successful! Note the comment from Patriarchs and Prophets:

  “For the sake of Israel also there was a necessity for God to interpose. As time passed on, David's sin toward Bathsheba became known, and suspicion was excited that he had planned the death of Uriah. The Lord was dishonored. He had favored and exalted David, and David's sin misrepresented the character of God and cast reproach upon His name. It tended to lower the standard of godliness in Israel, to lessen in many minds the abhorrence of sin; while those who did not love and fear God were by it emboldened in transgression.  PP 720  

     Nathan the prophet was bidden to bear a message of reproof to David. It was a message terrible in its severity. To few sovereigns could such a reproof be given but at the price of certain death to the reprover.   NATHAN DELIVERED THE DIVINE SENTENCE UNFLINCHINGLY, YET WITH SUCH HEAVEN-BORN WISDOM AS TO ENGAGE THE SYMPATHIES OF THE KING, to arouse his conscience, and to call from his lips the sentence of death upon himself. Appealing to David as the divinely appointed guardian of his people's rights, the prophet repeated a story of wrong and oppression that demanded redress.    

     "There were two men in one city," he said, "the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: but the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. And there came a traveler unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him."  PP 721  

     The anger of the king was roused, and he exclaimed, "As the Lord liveth, the man that hath done this thing is worthy to die. And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity." 2Samuel 12:5, 6, margin.   

     Nathan fixed his eyes upon the king; then, lifting his right hand to heaven, he solemnly declared, "Thou art the man."  PP 721
                                ARCHITECTURAL WISDOM

                                    MONDAY JANUARY 6

“Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:

And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.

And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:

And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.

And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at His doctrine:

For He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.”

                                                                     Matthew 7:24-29

“ LET THE CHILD AND THE YOUTH BE TAUGHT THAT EVERY MISTAKE, EVERY FAULT, EVERY DIFFICULTY, CONQUERED, BECOMES A STEPINGSTONE TO BETTER AND HIGHER THINGS. IT IS THROUGH SUCH EXPERIENCES THAT ALL WHO HAVE EVER MADE LIFE WORTH THE LIVING HAVE ACHIEVED SUCCESS.”      Education, page 296. CT 60.3  

                                      Chap. 8 - Character Building

     "Whosoever heareth these sayings of Mine," Christ said, "and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And everyone that heareth these sayings of Mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it." Matthew 7:24-27.  CT 61.1  

     The great work of parents and teachers is character building--seeking to restore the image of Christ in those placed under their care. A KNOWLEDGE OF THE SCIENCES SINKS INTO INSIGNIFICANCE BESIDE THIS GREAT AIM;  but all true education may be made to help in the development of a righteous character.
THE FORMATION OF CHARACTER IS THE WORK OF A LIFETIME, AND IT IS FOR ETERNITY. If all could realize this, and would awake to the fact that we are individually deciding our own destiny and the destinies of our children for eternal life or eternal ruin, what a change would take place! How differently would our probationary time be occupied, and with what noble characters would our world be filled!  CT 61.2  

     The question that should come home to each of us is, Upon what foundation am I building? We have the privilege of striving for immortal life; and it is of the greatest importance that we dig deep, removing all the rubbish, and build on the solid rock, Christ Jesus. He is the sure foundation. "Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ."  1 Corinthians 3:11. In Him alone is our salvation. "There is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." Acts 4:12.                                                           CT 61.3
     The foundation firmly laid, we need wisdom that we may know how to build. When Moses was about to erect the sanctuary in the wilderness, he was cautioned, "See ... that thou make all things according to the pattern showed to thee in the mount." Hebrews 8:5. In His law, God has given us the pattern. Our character building is to be after "the pattern showed to thee in the mount." The law is the great standard of righteousness. It represents the character of God, and is the test of our loyalty to His government. And it is revealed to us, in all its beauty and excellence, in the life of Christ. . . .  CT 62.1  

     Thoroughness is necessary to success in the work of character building. There must be an earnest purpose to carry out the plan of the Master Builder. The timbers must be solid. No careless, unreliable work can be accepted, for this would ruin the building. The powers of the whole being are to be put into the work. It demands the strength and energy of manhood; there is no reserve to be wasted in unimportant matters. ... There must be earnest, careful, persevering effort to break away from the customs, maxims, and associations of the world. Deep thought, earnest purpose, steadfast integrity, are essential.  CT 62.2  
                                TWO ELEMENTS OF CHARACTER

“STRENGTH OF CHARACTER CONISISTS OF TWO THINGS – POWER OF WILL AND POWER OF SELF CONTROL.                      Many youth mistake strong, uncontrolled passion for strength of character, but the truth is that he who is mastered by his passions is a weak man. The real greatness and nobility of the man is measured by the power of the feelings that he subdues, not by the power of the feelings that subdue him. The strongest man is he who, while sensitive to abuse, will yet restrain passion and forgive his enemies. Such men are true heroes.--    4T 656      2MCP 689.1  
     There must be no idleness.  LIFE IS AN IMPORTANT THING, A SACRED TRUST; AND EVERY MOMENT SHOULD BE WISELY IMPROVED, FOR ITS RESULTS WILL BE SEEN IN ETERNITY.                        God requires each one to do all the good possible. The talents which He has entrusted to our keeping are to be made the most of. He has placed them in our hands to be used to His name's honor and glory, and for the good of our fellow men. . . .”  CT 62.3  
It is true now as in every generation of God’s work that His people will be called to face difficulties and trials in the work of building up the kingdom of God.  EVEN SO THE WORK OF GOD HAS ALWAYS MOVED FORWARD WITH SUCCESS DESPITE THE DIFFICULTIES. WE ARE TO CO-OPERATE WITH ONE (CHRIST) WHO KNOWS NO FAILURE. As Gabriel was explaining to Daniel the rebuilding of Jerusalem after the Babylonian captivity he stated:
“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks:  THE STREET SHALL BE BUILT AGAIN, AND THE WALL, EVEN IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.”   In other words God’s work will go forward despite the opposition and trials that it faces.  God’s work always succeeds – always!  
“Like the first heralds of the gospel, Luther sprang from the ranks of poverty. His early years were spent in the humble home of a German peasant. By daily toil as a miner his father earned the means for his education. He intended him for a lawyer; BUT GOD PURPOSED TO MAKE HIM A BUILDER IN THE GREAT TEMPLE THAT WAS RISING SO SLOWLY THROUGH THE CENTURIES.  Hardship, privation, and SEVERE DISCIPLINE WERE THE SCHOOL IN WHICH INFINITE WISDOM PREPARED LUTHER FOR THE IMPORTANT MISSION OF HIS LIFE.”   GC 120
                                  AGRICULTURAL ANALOGIES

                                        TUESDAY JANUARY 7

The reading of Matthew chapter 13 is very interesting and also quite easily understood and yet profound.  The same Infinite Mind that created the world accomplishes the salvation of men and women – boys and girls.  By Jesus example we can learn very valuable lessons about salvation in the study of nature and be greatly benefited by this study. This is why we should follow the instruction given us in the Spirit of Prophecy writings to be involved in agricultural work.  We will be greatly benefited physically with stronger bodies.  We will be benefited financially by the blessing of growing food to be eaten at our own tables. And we will be benefited spiritually be learning valuable lessons about life and spiritual growth from this experience.  Much has been written on this – below is a sample of the wonderful encouragement God has given us to pursue the activity of working with the soil:
"For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach him." "This also cometh forth from the Lord of hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working."  FE 325.1  

     He who taught Adam and Eve in Eden how to tend the garden, would instruct men today. There is wisdom for him who holds the plow, and plants and sows the seed. The earth has its concealed treasures, and the Lord would have thousands and tens of thousands working upon the soil who are crowded into the cities to watch for a chance to earn a trifle; in many cases that trifle is not turned into bread, but is put into the till of the publican, to obtain that which destroys the reason of man formed in the image of God. Those who will take their families into the country, place them where they have fewer temptations. The children who are with parents that love and fear God, are in every way much better situated to learn of the Great Teacher, who is the source and fountain of wisdom. They have a much more favorable opportunity to gain a fitness for the kingdom of heaven. Send the children to schools located in the city, where every phase of temptation is waiting to attract and demoralize them, and the work of character building is tenfold harder for both parents and children.  FE 326.1 

     The earth is to be made to give forth its strength; but without the blessing of God it could do nothing. In the beginning, God looked upon all that He had made, and pronounced it very good. The curse was brought upon the earth in consequence of sin. But shall this curse be multiplied by increasing sin? Ignorance is doing its baleful work. Slothful servants are increasing the evil by their lazy habits. Many are unwilling to earn their bread by the sweat of their brow, and they refuse to till the soil. But the earth has blessings hidden in her depths for those who have courage and will and perseverance to gather her treasures. Fathers and mothers who possess a piece of land and a comfortable home are kings and queens.”  FE 326.2

                              THE REVOLUTIONARY’S WAR

                                  WEDNESDAY JANUARY 8

The parable in Luke 14: 15-24 describes the rejection of God’s people to the invitation of the gospel in the time of  Christ.  We must take careful heed to the history of the chosen people in the time of  Christ so that we do not repeat their fatal mistake as so many of them did. Note the following:

“The Jewish people cherished the idea that they were the favorites of heaven, and that they were always to be exalted as the church of God. They were the children of Abraham, they declared, and so firm did the foundation of their prosperity seem to them that they defied earth and heaven to dispossess them of their rights. But by lives of unfaithfulness they were preparing for the condemnation of heaven and for separation from God.  COL 294.2
                                 CHRIST’S CREATIVE LEGACY

                                       THURSDAY JANUARY 9

The Bible abounds in symbols and metaphors and illustrations.  God is ever so earnestly seeking to communicate truth to us that we may be brought into a very close connection with Him.  As we approach the interpretation of Scripture let us do so with great reverence and care – and seek to know the mind of God in each verse that we read and study. Jesus promised: “Ye shall know the truth.”  This promise is powerful and wonderful.  We must remember that truth alone is acceptable to God.  Let us not in any way twist the Scriptures but seek to know their correct meaning. Speaking of Paul’s writings Peter warns: 
“As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest (which means to twist and wrongly interpret), as they do also the other scriptures, UNTO THEIR OWN DESTRUCTION.”  2 Peter 3:16

And again in Great Controversy we have a quote from the famous missionary Dr. Joseph Wolff who warned of the problem of twisting the meaning of the Bible:

“Concerning the popular system of interpreting, or misinterpreting, the Scriptures, Wolff wrote: "The greater part of the Christian church have swerved from the plain sense of Scripture, and have turned to the phantomizing system of the Buddhists, who believe that the future happiness of mankind will consist in moving about in the air, and suppose that when they are reading Jews they must understand Gentiles; and when they read Jerusalem, they must understand the church; and if it is said earth, it means sky; and for coming of the Lord they must understand the progress of the missionary societies; and going up to the mountain of the Lord's house, signifies a grand class meeting of Methodists." --Journal of the Rev. Joseph Wolff, page 96.  GC 360
Dear Reader and follower of Christ stay close to Him and His word!  May God use you in a powerful way for the building of His work in these last days just before Jesus comes!
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