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                              DISCIPLES AND SCRIPTURE   

                        SABBATH AFTERNOON DECEMBER 28

In this first quarter of 2014 we will be examining the very important topic of Discipleship.  This subject is of vast importance to the success of the church in its co-operation with heavenly agencies for the salvation of mankind.  The church is in great need of leaders and workers who have an experience personally with Christ and His saving power - and who also have an actual experience in soul winning. They in turn will then be able to be an example and guide to others new in the faith – to train them and inspire them in the great work of soul winning – thus the work will move forward in power.
“Those who undertake this training of young workers are doing noble service. The Lord Himself co-operates with their efforts. And the young men to whom the word of consecration has been spoken, whose privilege it is to be brought into close association with earnest, godly workers, should make the most of their opportunity. God has honored them by choosing them for His service and by placing them where they can gain greater fitness for it, and they should be humble, faithful, obedient, and willing to sacrifice. If they submit to God's discipline, carrying out His directions and choosing His servants as their counselors, they will develop into righteous, high-principled, steadfast men, whom God can entrust with responsibilities.   
AS THE GOSPEL IS PROCLAIMED IN ITS PURITY, MEN WILL BE CALLED FROM THE PLOW AND FROM THE COMMON COMMERCIAL BUSINESS VOCATIONS THAT LARGELY OCCUPY THE MIND AND WILL BE EDUCATED IN CONNECTION WITH MEN OF EXPERIENCE. As they learn to labor effectively, they will proclaim the truth with power. Through most wonderful workings of divine providence, mountains of difficulty will be removed and cast into the sea. The message that means so much to the dwellers upon the earth will be heard and understood. Men will know what is truth. Onward and still onward the work will advance until the whole earth shall have been warned, and then shall the end come.”  PK 223 
“When men of promise and ability were converted, as in the case of Timothy, Paul and Barnabas sought earnestly to show them the necessity of laboring in the vineyard. And when the apostles left for another place, the faith of these men did not fail, but rather increased. They had been faithfully instructed in the way of the Lord, and had been taught how to labor unselfishly, earnestly, perseveringly, for the salvation of their fellow men. 
THIS TRAINING OF NEW CONVERTS WAS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN THE REMARKABLE SUCCESS THAT ATTENDED PAUL AND BARNABAS AS THE PREACHED THE GOSPEL IN HEATHN LANDS.”                                                                         AA 186.3

                                JESUS AND THE BIBLE

                                SUNDAY DECEMBER 29


The identity of the Scriptures is so closely identified with Christ Himself that they are in essence precisely the same.  When Christ declared to the Jews: 

“Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”  (John 5:39)  He was pointing to the Old Testament Scriptures as the source of eternal life.  When He stated:  “for in them ye think ye have eternal life” He was in essence saying:   you understand correctly the fact - that in Scripture is the source of  your eternal life.  And then when He said “they are they which testify of me” he was saying that Scripture is the revealing of  Himself who is the source of eternal life. Dear Reader if you would find Jesus you may find Him – He is clearly revealed in Scripture.
                             THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE

                                    MONDAY DECEMBER 30

  “But while His (Jesus) teaching was simple, He spoke as one having authority. This characteristic set His teaching in contrast with that of all others. The rabbis spoke with doubt and hesitancy, as if the Scriptures might be interpreted to mean one thing or exactly the opposite. The hearers were daily involved in greater uncertainty.  BUT JESUS TAUGHT THE SCRIPTURES AS OF UNQUESTIONABLE AUTHORITY. Whatever His subject, it was presented with power, as if His words could not be controverted.  DA 253.5  
Since this subject is of such supreme importance we will devote more space to it here.  The first point that we must observe and that is this:

EVERY TRUE FOLLOWER OF JESUS WILL HOLD TO THE BIBLE AS THE FINAL AND SUPREME AUTHORITY IN ALL MATTERS OF FAITH.   Note very carefully the following statement from the book:  Our Authorized Bible Vindicated by Benjamin Wilkinson:

“This teaching transfers the revelation of God from the Bible - to the feelings, emotions, intuitions, and human judgment of the individual. It places a church composed of such individuals above the written Word of God. MAY WE NOT HERE DIRECT THE READER’S ATTENTION TO THIS STARTLING TRUTH, THAT REJECTING THE INFALLIBILITY AND INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE LEADS TO SEEKING REFUGE IN ANOTHER INFALLIBILITY.  Among Hindus and others, this is the infallibility of the individual; among the Papists, it comes to the infallibility of the church.”  Page 237

Again we will quote from the same source showing that the battle over the correct version of the Bible has in the main been focused on the New Testament portion of Scripture.

“By the time of Christ, the Old Testament was in a settled condition. Since then, the Hebrew Scriptures had been carried down intact to the day of printing (about 1450 A.D.) by the unrivaled methods of the Jews in transmitting perfect Hebrew manuscripts. ….. It is around the problems of the Greek New Testament that the battle for centuries has been fought.” 

                                                                                                             Page 6
There is much debate over the versions of the Bible - which one - or ones may be best.  This compiler holds that the regular King James Version is the very best one - in the English language. The New International Version is very obviously corrupted – this can be quite easily proved.  It can also be demonstrated that the NKJV is simply a bridge on over to the corrupted NIV version.  In the NIV Bible there are 17 entire verses completely missing, and there are 180 other verses where a portion of the verse is missing, besides many hundreds of other changes.  I will list here a few of those examples and then show how the NKJV Bible follows the NIV in its marginal notes. This point I will briefly demonstrate here:

Entire verses omitted in the NIV:

Matthew 17:21 – 18:11 – 23:14

Mark       7:16 – 9:44 – 9:46 – 11:26 – 15:28

Luke        17:36 – 23:17

John         5:4

Acts         8:37 – 15:34 – 24:7 – 28:29 

Romans   16:24

1John       5:7

The NKJV – in the margin follows these omissions almost to the letter.

Partial verses omitted in the NIV:

Matthew          6:13  “For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,

                          for ever. Amen.”

Luke       4:8     “Get thee behind me Satan”

John        8:9     “…being convicted by their own conscience…”
Romans  8:1     “….who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

Galations 3:1    “O foolish Galatians who hath bewitched you – next phrase

                          omitted – “that ye should not obey the truth…”

When Satan tempted Christ in the wilderness of temptation - he omitted a portion of the verse he was quoting - which caused the meaning to be seriously changed. We should therefore be suspect of Bible versions that omit words, phrases and verses in their translations.  In the book Patriarchs and Prophets page 504 we are told:  “EVERY CHAPTER AND EVERY VERSE OF THE BIBLE IS A COMMUNICATION FROM GOD TO MEN.” 

Now notice the following quote from the book Desire of Ages:

“When SATAN quoted the promise, "He shall give His angels charge over Thee," he OMITTED THE WORDS, "to keep Thee in all Thy ways;" that is, in all the ways of God's choosing.”  D.A. Page 125
Again the NKJV in its marginal readings follows the lead of the NIV in omitting these and many other partial verses.

Some other points:

KJV Job 26:5 “Dead things are formed from under the waters…”

NIV                “The dead are in deep anguish…..”

NKJV             “The dead tremble, those under the waters….”

Based on Ecclesiastes 9:5 and many other places in Scripture we know the dead do not tremble - or know - or do anything.  This is a major twist of Scripture and attack on the right understanding of the state of the dead.

Notice a similar problem in 2 Peter 2:9 in the NKJV and also the NIV.

KJV 2 Pet. 2:9  “The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, AND TO RESERVE THE UNJUST UNTO THE DAY OF JUDGMENT TO BE PUNISHED.”

NIV  “…..the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment, WHILE CONTINUING THEIR PUNISHMENT.”  (This clearly is the false teaching of purgatory)

NKJV  “….the Lord knows how to deliver the godly our of temptations and to RESERVE THE UNJUST UNDER PUNISHMENT FOR THE DAY OF JUDGMENT.”  (Notice the very similar language to the NIV on this one)

KJV     “For verily He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on 

             Him the seed of Abraham.”  Hebrews 2:16

NIV      “ For surely it is not angels He helps, but Abraham’s descendants.”

NKJV   “For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to 

               the seed of Abraham.”

Note here how that the NIV and NKJV both take a major departure from the meaning in the KJV and notice the similarity between the NIV and NKJV.

From a scholarly work put out by the Trinitarian Bible Society on the NKJV they state the following:

  “Interestingly enough, there were nine scholars who worked on both the NKJV and the New International Version. Since these translations had two differing methods of translation principles and used different texts, this surely provided an interesting dilemma for these men. They apparently did not have problems working in a formal - as opposed to a dynamic equivalence setting, nor must they have had difficulty using the Textus Receptus versus the Critical text, nor using the Hebrew plus the extensive use of any number of ancient and modern translations. In other words, the translators who worked on both projects apparently had no problem with supporting opposing principles in translation work today.  Most scholars who are committed to the use and support of the  Textus Receptus are so committed because of strong convictions regarding the true text of Scripture. Most men who support the Textus Receptus are persecuted, abused in print or ridiculed by scholars who support the Critical Text. Thus, it is difficult to understand how these men could work on both translations.” The New King James Version p. 3 - Put out by the Trinitarian Bible Society – Grand Rapids Michigan, USA

The NKJV like the NIV puts Christ in the Most Holy Place at His ascension in Hebrews 9:12.  This then makes the NKJV contrary to SDA doctrine on this point.  SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS HOLD FIRMLY TO THE FACT THAT CHRIST AT HIS ASCENSION BEGAN HIS MINISTRY IN THE FIRST APARTMENT OF THE SANCTUARY – THE HOLY PLACE – AND THAT IT WAS NOT UNTIL 1844 THAT HIS MINISTRY AS HIGH PRIEST WAS MOVED TO THE SECOND APARTMENT OF THE SANCTUARY – THE MOST HOLY PLACE.                                                                                                      There is a vast amount of information on this point - of showing the beauty and strength of the KJV and the weakness and corruptions in other English versions. The book Great Controversy states that the Waldenses had the pure Bible manuscript from apostolic times (see pages 65 and 69).  It was these manuscripts that were used in a very large way by the Reformers and the translators of the KJV Bible when the produced their translations. I will  conclude this part for the moment with a quote from a most scholarly and powerful work on this subject – entitled – 

Our Authorized Bible Vindicated - by Benjamin Wilkinson:

  “Moreover, the composition of the Authorized Version was recognized by scholars as the miracle of English prose, unsurpassed in clearness, precision, and vigor.  The English of the King James Bible was the most perfect, if not the only example of a lost art.”  OABV p. 162  

For mental and spiritual benefit – it stands – that grand literary piece of communication - without a rival for its excellence, beauty and linguistic majesty and power.

Jesus in His earthly ministry pointed to the Scriptures as of  “unquestionable authority.” As His followers we must do the same.  In inspiration we are given principles of guidance as to how to arrive at the correct understanding of the Word of God.  The realm of academics and higher learning is not necessarily a guarantee of correct Scriptural interpretation. Notice the following from the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy:
"Why do not our great men understand this Sabbath question? But few believe as you do. It cannot be that you are right and that all the men of learning in the world are wrong." To refute such arguments it was needful only to cite the teachings of the Scriptures and the history of the Lord's dealings with His people in all ages. God works through those who hear and obey His voice, those who will, if need be, speak unpalatable truths, those who do not fear to reprove popular sins. The reason why He does not oftener choose men of learning and high position to lead out in reform movements is that they trust to their creeds, theories, and theological systems, and feel no need to be taught of God.  ONLY THOSE WHO HAVE A PERSONAL CONNECTION WITH THE SOURCE OF WISDOM ARE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND OR EXPLAIN THE SCRIPTURES. Men who have little of the learning of the schools are sometimes called to declare the truth, not because they are unlearned, but because they are not too self-sufficient to be taught of God. They learn in the school of Christ, and their humility and obedience make them great. In committing to them a knowledge of His truth, God confers upon them an honor, in comparison with which earthly honor and human greatness sink into insignificance.  GC 455.3  
“ONE REASON WHY MANY THEOLOGIANS HAVE NO CLEARER UNDERSTANDING OF GOD’S WORD IS, THEY CLOSE THEIR EYES TO TRUTHS WHICH THEY DO NOT WISH TO PRACTICE.  An understanding of Bible truth depends not so much on the power of intellect brought to the search as on the singleness of purpose, the earnest longing after righteousness. The Bible should never be studied without prayer.”
                                                                                              G.C. 599

  “The Bible with its precious gems of truth was not written for the scholar alone. On the contrary, it was designed for the common people; and THE INTERPRETATION GIVEN BY THE COMMON PEOPLE, WHEN AIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, ACCORDS BEST WITH THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN JESUS. The great truths necessary for salvation are made clear as the noonday, and none will mistake and lose their way except those who follow their own judgment instead of the plainly revealed will of God.” 
                                                                                5T 331

                                     PUBLIC PROCLAMATION

                                     TUESDAY DECEMBER 31

In the comments for today’s lesson in the standard quarterly the issue of “legalistic” religious practice is discussed. When it comes to this term and its use - careful wisdom must be used or it can lead to conclusions that are contrary to Scripture.  The word “legalistic” means - the outward endeavor to obey God without a real change of heart. It means the endeavor to obey God in ones own strength without a genuine dependence on Christ and the Holy Spirit. It can also be explained to mean - The carrying out of good works in the life – as the payment to God for our salvation. Both of these are false concepts contrary to Scripture.  In many discussions today the word “legalistic” is used in a negative way to accuse someone else of being too careful or exact about their obedience to God. The result is that when there are those who are trying to raise the standard of reform in the church and bring people up to the standard of God’s word they are accused of being “legalistic.”  Notice this quote from John Wesley in the book Great Controversy and you will see how he addressed this same issue in his time:

“Said John Wesley, referring to the charges against himself and his associates: "Some allege that the doctrines of these men are false, erroneous, and enthusiastic; that they are new and unheard - of till of late; that they are Quakerism, fanaticism, popery. This whole pretense has been already cut up by the roots, it having been shown at large that every branch of this doctrine is the plain doctrine of Scripture interpreted by our own church. Therefore it cannot be either false or erroneous, provided the Scripture be true." "Others allege, ‘THEIR DOCTRINE IS TOO STRICT; THEY MAKE THE WAY TO HEAVEN TOO NARROW.’ And this is in truth the original objection, (as it was almost the only one for some time,) and is secretly at the bottom of a thousand more, which appear in various forms. But do they make the way to heaven any narrower than our Lord and His apostles made it? Is their doctrine stricter than that of the Bible? Consider only a few plain texts: 'Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy mind, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength.' 'For every idle word which men shall speak, they shall give an account in the day of judgment.' 'Whether ye eat, or drink, or whatever ye do, do all to the glory of God.'     GC 259.3 

     "If their doctrine is stricter than this, they are to blame; but you know in your conscience it is not. And who can be one jot less strict without corrupting the word of God? Can any steward of the mysteries of God be found faithful if he change any part of that sacred depositum? No. He can abate nothing, he can soften nothing; he is constrained to declare to all men, ‘I MAY NOT BRING DOWN THE SCRIPTURE TO YOUR TASTE. YOU MUST COME UP TO IT, OR PERISH FOREVER.' This is the real ground of that other popular cry concerning 'the uncharitableness of these men.' Uncharitable, are they? In what respect? Do they not feed the hungry and clothe the naked? 'No; that is not the thing: they are not wanting in this: but they are so uncharitable in judging! they think none can be saved but those of their own way.'"--Ibid., vol. 3, pp. 152, 153.  GC 260.1  
In the quote below you will see that it is the absence of the Spirit of God that results in a merely legal religion:
  More Activity and Zeal.—“We need to break up the monotony of our religious labor. We are doing a work in the world, but we are not showing enough activity and zeal. If we were more in earnest, men would be convinced of the truth of our message. The tameness and monotony of our service for God repels many who are looking to see in us a deep, earnest, sanctified zeal. Legal religion will not answer for this age. We may perform all the outward acts of service, and yet be as destitute of the quickening influence of the Holy Spirit as the hills of Gilboa were destitute of dew and rain. We need spiritual moisture; and we need also the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness to soften and subdue our hearts.--Review and Herald, May 26, 1903.  EV 169.5  

     Calm, Earnest Reasoning.--It is not excitement we wish to create, but deep, earnest consideration, that those who hear shall do solid work, real, sound, genuine work that will be enduring as eternity. We hunger not for excitement, for the sensational; the less we have of this, the better. The calm, earnest reasoning from the Scriptures is precious and fruitful. Here is the secret of success, in preaching a living personal Saviour in so simple and earnest a manner that the people may be able to lay hold by faith of the power of the Word of life.”--Letter 102, 1894.  EV 170.1  
                                    PERSONAL MINISTRY

                             WEDNESDAY JANUARY 1, 2014
“A GREAT WORK CAN BE DONE BY PRESENTING TO THE PEOPLE THE BIBLE JUST AS IT READS. Carry the word of God to every man's door, urge its plain statements upon every man's conscience, repeat to all the Saviour's command: "Search the Scriptures." Admonish them to take the Bible as it is, to implore divine enlightenment, and then, when the light shines, to gladly accept each precious ray and fearlessly abide the consequences”.--5T 388  also PM 283  
                                  THE NEXT GENERATION

                                   THURSDAY JANUARY 2

The early Christians clearly understood the decided importance of correct and sound doctrine.  They had learned from Christ: “But I vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”  Mt. 15:9

Paul wrote to the Galatians: “As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.” Galatians 1:9 ONE MAJOR REASON WHY CORRECT DOCTRINE  VERSES INCORRECT DOCTRINE IS SO IMPORTANT IS BECAUSE CORRECT DOCTRINE PREACHED LEADS TO A HEALTHY CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE AND OBEDIENCE TO GOD  -AND WRONG DOCTRINE LEADS TO DISOBEDIENCE TO GOD AND A WRONG EXPERIENCE.
Consider some of the following Scriptures:

Revelation 2:6 Jesus plainly states that He “hates” the deeds of the Nicolaitans.  He also plainly states that He hated the “doctrine” of the Nicolaitans.  Revelation 2:15 The wrong doctrine and led to the wrong deeds.  
Notice also  2 John 10, 11 “If there come any unto you and bring not this doctrine,( the correct doctrine on Christ having come in the flesh) receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed;

For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.”

Notice again the wrong doctrine has led to sin and disobedience.

Now note Ezekiel 13:22  speaking of the false prophets:

“Because WITH LIES ye have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and strengthened  the hands of the wicked, that HE SHOULD NOT RETURN FROM HIS WICKED WAY, BY PROMISING HIM LIFE.”

Now two more quotes showing the close association of sin and wrong doctrine:  “Some who pretended to be true to the cause of God were deceivers, and in practice they denied Christ and His gospel. LIVING THEMSELVES IN TRANSGRESSION, THEY WERE BRINGING HERESIES INTO THE CHURCH.”      AA 553
“  THERE IS ALWAYS A BEWITCHING POWER IN HERESIES AND IN LICENTIOUSNESS. The mind is so deluded that it cannot reason intelligently, and an illusion is continually leading it from purity. The spiritual eyesight becomes blurred, and persons of hitherto untainted morals become confused under the delusive sophistry of those agents of Satan who profess to be messengers of light. It is this delusion which gives these agents power. Should they come out boldly and make their advances openly they would be repulsed without a moment's hesitation; but they work first to gain sympathy and secure confidence in themselves as holy, self-sacrificing men of God. As His special messengers they then begin their artful work of drawing away souls from the path of rectitude by attempting to make void the law of God.                                                         5T  142-143

Dear Friend,  In this new year of 2014 hold firmly to Jesus – to His doctrine – to His word – and to His mighty saving power – the Holy Spirit.  

God bless you!

Compiled by Elder Kent Millard

All emphasis supplied
