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 CONTRIBUTING NOTES FOR WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER 30, 2013

                         THE PRE-ADVENT JUDGMENT

                                  SABBATH AFTERNOON

  As we approach any subject of God’s word we must do so with complete honesty and with the wholehearted intention of coming to a correct acceptance of what God has revealed in His word. This can only occur in the context of sincerity and a humble dependence upon the guidance of the Holy Spirit.   “Only those who have a personal connection with the Source of wisdom are able to understand or explain the Scriptures.” G.C. 456      
QUESTION:  Is the subject of the judgment a prominent subject in Scripture?   

ANSWER: Yes
The subject of the judgment is a testing truth – and it is one that many are inclined to either outright deny or they are inclined to modify it and to            re-construct it to suit their own carnal preference.  However this is a subject that the Holy Spirit especially emphasizes because when He is come “He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.”       John 16:8  
The judgment is a subject of Scripture that demands our reverent and careful study.  It is presented by every Bible writer and is mentioned over 1,000 times in Scripture. If we approach this subject as God designs we shall, we shall find hope and an all sufficient preparation for the judgment.
  As we approach this subject of the judgment - we must do so with the proper understanding of the awful guilt and consequences of sin.  It is only as we seek to understand - as far as mortals can – the greatness of the LAW of God that we will comprehend the amazing wonder and greatness of the GOSPEL.  It is only as we perceive the great wretchedness of SIN - that we can appreciate the greatness of the GRACE of God to heal and deliver us from its power.  And it is only as we understand the grave and solemn reality of the JUDGMENT that we can understand the amazing wonder and blessings of SALVATION.   Note well the following comment:

  “There are, in the various denominations, men eminent for their piety, by whom this fact is acknowledged and deplored. Professor Edwards A. Park, in setting forth the current religious perils ably says: “One source of danger is the neglect of the pulpit to enforce the divine law. IN FORMER DAYS THE PULPIT WAS AN ECHO OF THE VOICE OF CONSCIENCE…..Our most illustrious preachers gave a wonderful majesty to their discourses by following the example of the Master, and giving prominence to the law, its precepts, and its threatenings.  They repeated the two great maxims, that the law is a transcript of the divine perfections, and that A MAN WHO DOES NOT LOVE THE LAW DOES NOT LOVE THE GOSPEL; for the law, as well as the gospel, is a mirror reflecting the true character of God.  This peril leads to another, that of underrating the evil of sin, the extent of it, the demerit of it.  IN PROPORTION TO THE RIGHTFULNESS OF THE COMMANDMENT IS THE WRONGFULNESS OF DISOBEYING IT….
  “Affiliated to the dangers already named is the danger of  UNDERESTIMATING THE JUSTICE OF GOD. The tendency of the modern pulpit is to strain out the divine justice from the divine benevolence, to sink benevolence into a sentiment rather than exalt it into a principle. The new theological prism puts asunder what God has joined together. Is the divine law a good or an evil?  It is a good.  Then justice is good; for it is a disposition to execute the law. FROM THE HABIT OF UNDERRATING THE DIVINE LAW AND JUSTICE, THE EXTENT AND DEMERIT OF HUMAN DISOBEDIENCE, MEN EASILY SLIDE INTO THE HABIT OF UNDERESTIMATING THE GRACE WHICH HAS PROVIDED AN ATONEMENT FOR SIN.”  THUS THE GOSPEL LOSES ITS VALUE AND IMPORTANCE IN THE MINDS OF MEN, AND SOON THEY ARE READY PRACTICALLY TO CAST ASIDE THE BIBLE ITSELF.”

                                                                           G.C. 465-466

  What we must understand is that - the law – the conviction of sin – the judgment – are God’s loving warning to guide us to our Saviour Jesus Christ that we my be saved from the wrath to come.  There is A PROBLEM and there is A SOLUTION!  Our only fear should be that - we neglect the solution.  As we view the cross of Christ we know of the tremendous love of God for us.  The Cross is the promise that Christ will save us from our sins.

“WHERFORE THE LAW WAS OUR SCHOOLMASTER TO BRING US UNTO CHRIST, THAT WE MIGHT BE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH.” 

                                                                          Galatians 3:24

“Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as He is, so are we in this world.”  1 John 4:17

  “And I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them;

  Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.”  

                                                                           Daniel 7: 21, 22

  “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep His commandments; for this is the whole duty of man,

  For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”   Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14

  “And I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head like the pure wool: His throne was like the fiery flame, and His wheels as burning fire.

  A fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him: thousand thousands ministered unto Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.”  

                                                                          Daniel 7: 9, 10

  “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.”  Revelation 3:5

  “…. For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.  So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.”    Romans 14:10-12
                            THE VISION AND THE JUDGMENT
                                   SUNDAY NOVEMBER 24

 QUESTION:  Does the Bible teach a pre-advent judgment - that is a judgment that occurs before Christ’s second coming to this world to take His people to heaven?

 ANSWER:  Yes
  In Daniel chapter 7: 9, 10 we are shown the convening of the judgment in heaven after the little horn runs its career of the 1,260 years of persecution of God’s people.  This 1,260 year period is explicitly stated 7 times in the books of  Daniel and the Revelation - and extended from the year 538 – 1798 in which the Papacy ruled the old world and dominated in both religious and political power.  In 1798 its political power was broken when the French general took the pope captive and the Papacy received its deadly wound.  It is AFTER this period that Daniel tells us the judgment is convened in heaven. 

  When one studies the books of Daniel and the Revelation you will see a main outline of these two prophetic books that is expressed repeatedly in whole or in part by both Daniel and John.  Here is the outline:

Babylon

Media – Persia

Greece

Pagan Rome

Papal Rome 

Investigative Judgment

Christ’s Second Advent

  Some of the lines of prophecy in Daniel and John contain most of this list and other lines of prophecy contain just part of this list – but this is in brief  an overview and summary of the whole line of prophetic history from Babylon to the second advent of Christ that is found in the books of  Daniel and  Revelation. Since most of this list is already history we know for certain that we are now living in the time of the judgment just before the second coming of Christ.
                                 JUDGMENT PATTERN

                                   MONDAY NOVEMBER 25

  QUESTION:   What is the evidence that God and His angels examine in the investigative judgment?
  ANSWER:  They examine the record of the thoughts, words and deeds of men and women that have been recorded in the books of heaven.

  Consider the following verses and how they explain the records that heaven keeps of our lives:

  “Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name.”

  Here we see that the Lord keeps a record of the lives of those who love and fear Him.  He keeps a record of their time of fellowship with one another when they “spake often one to another.”  He also keeps a record of those that 

“thought upon His name.”
  “In the book of God’s remembrance every deed of righteousness is immortalized.  There every temptation resisted, every evil overcome, every word of tender pity expressed, is faithfully chronicled.  And every act of sacrifice, every suffering and sorrow endured for Christ’s sake, is recorded.  Says the psalmist: “Thou tallest my wanderings: put Thou my tears into Thy bottle: are they not in Thy book?”  Psalm 56:8.”  G.C. 481

  The good deeds as well as the bad are recorded notice the following:

 “But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.

  For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.”  Matthew 12: 36, 37

  “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

  For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil.”  Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14

  “In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.”   Romans 2:16

  “But they which shall be accounted (judged) worthy to obtain that world (heaven), and the resurrection from the dead,…”  Luke 20:35

  “Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted (judged) worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.”  Luke 21:36
  “….and all the churches shall know that I am He which searcheth the reins (meaning the kidney’s which metaphorically is referring to the will and the affections.  The feelings and emotions were regarded as having their seat in the kidneys.)  and hearts (meaning minds).”   Revelation 2:23
                                              From Vine’s N.T. Words

 “Behold, it is written before me,…..your iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers together, saith the Lord.”  Isaiah 65:6, 7

  QUESTION:  If God knows everything why does He need a judgment? As it says in 2 Timothy 2:19 “The Lord knoweth them that are His.”

ANSWER:  The reason God has a judgment - is for the same reason that He has allowed the Great Controversy between good and evil to go on for many years – IT IS NOT FOR HIS OWN INFORMATION but so that evidence may be given to men and angels and the unfallen worlds - that He is good and just and right.  As it says in Revelation 3:5 “He that overcometh the same shall be clothed in white raiment and I will not blot out His name out of the book of life.”  The angels and the unfallen worlds must see evidence that the repentant sinners are safe to save.
 “Satan’s rebellion was to be a lesson to the universe through all coming ages, a perpetual testimony to the nature and terrible results of sin.” 

                                                                                         G.C.    499

                                     TIME OF THE JUDGMENT                                             
                                     TUESDAY NOVEMBER 26

QUESTION:  What evidence do we have in Scripture that the judgment takes place near the end of time and before the second coming of Christ to this earth?

ANSWER:  There is a tremendous amount of evidence in Scripture to demonstrate this point.  Notice the few following points:

  In Revelation chapter 14 is presented the last message of salvation just before Christ appears in the clouds of heaven.  While this last message of the “gospel” (verse 6) is being proclaimed – at the very same time and simultaneously with it – it is also proclaimed that the “hour of His judgment IS COME” (verse 7).

  In the series of seven churches that cover the Christian age up until the second advent of Christ – the very last church – Laodicea “signifies the ‘judging of the people,’ or, according to Cruden, ‘a just people.’ The message to this church brings to view the closing scenes of probation. It reveals a period of judgment. It is the last stage of the church.  Consequently it applies to believers under the third angel’s message, the last message of mercy before the coming of Christ.”   Smith, D.R.  page 391

  In Daniel chapter 8 is given the vision of the 2300 days/years.  A careful study of this chapter in connection with Daniel chapter 9 reveals that this time prophecy ended in October 1844 and pointed to the beginning of the judgment in the heavenly throne room of God as is also clearly presented in Daniel chapter 7.

  Paul plainly stated that in his day that: God “hath appointed a day, in the which HE WILL JUDGE THE WORLD in righteousness…” Acts 17:31

Paul plainly pointed to THE FUTURE for the judgment.  Then in Revelation  the first angel states the “hour of HIS JUDGMENT IS COME:”  Rev. 14:7


  As was presented in Sunday’s notes the whole outline theme of Daniel and the Revelation presents the judgment as occurring after the major kingdom’s of the world and just before the second advent of Christ.

                                  WHEN THE JUDGMENT ENDS

                                  WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 27

  The questions for Wednesday and Thursday are tied together.  Concerning Wednesday’s study, we are interested in the results of the judgment. On Thursday’s study we want to know if the pre-advent judgment will encourage or discourage God’s people?  If I know that the judgment ends in favor of the saints, then the pre-advent judgment should be an encouragement to me.  It tells me that evil will not have the final word.  If  I choose to obey the will of God by His grace, I should have not fear of the judgment.

QUESTION:  So how will the judgment end for God’s people?

ANSWER:  Christ will set up His eternal kingdom and His people will possess it forever and forever.

  “And there was given Him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve Him: His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.”  Daniel 7:14

  “But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever.” Daniel 7:18

  “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne.”  Rev. 3:21

  “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together.”                                                      

                                                                                                  Romans 8:17

  “And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey Him.”                                                                   Daniel 7:27

QUESTION:  The Bible says that the saints will “possess the kingdom,” but what other evidence do I have?

ANSWER:   The conversion experience to Christ and what He has done for me now.

  Before we were set free to serve God, we were in bondage to sin.  Now that we are set free we have confidence that we will also be free from this world of sin.  Because we have been emancipated from the bondage to sin, we believe that we will be emancipated from living in a fallen world of sin.

  The whole creation groans for something better because there is something better, as Paul wrote, “For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.”  Romans 8:22

  The whole creation longs for something better.  Nobody likes pain, not even the animals.  These pains remind us of a hopeful future where there is no more pain.  See Revelation 21:4

  There are many stories where bondage is followed by deliverance.  The history of the Hebrews in Egypt is but one example.  Their four hundred years of bondage let to a glorious deliverance.  But they must have longed for deliverance from the first day of their captivity. In the same way, ever since the entrance of sin, the whole creation has longed to get back to its original perfection.

  “And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.”  Romans 8:23

  If the whole of creation longs for the original perfection, imagine how those who have tasted of the Holy Spirit must feel.  Those who have tasted “the firstfruits of the Spirit” by their connection to Christ must long for heaven even more.  They have experienced justification, the sweet forgiveness of sins.  They have already begun the work of sanctification.  They are moving towards perfection and desire complete restoration, even the redemption of their body.

We are to comfort one another with the soon return of Jesus.  Paul wrote, “For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”

                                                       1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

QUESTION:  What would words like hope, faith, and patience mean if there was no deliverance from this evil world?

ANSWER:  Paul wrote, “For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?”  Romans 8:24

It is our hope in seeing our Saviour face-to-face that motivates our faith to be a living and active faith.  Faith, hope, and love all work together. We have only tasted of the world to come.  We believe in our inheritance of a new body and the New Earth.  We hope for it and long to see Jesus face-to-face.  Hope has a way of encouraging us to move forward even in the face of opposition, BECAUSE THE PRIZE IS SO GREAT.  If we had nothing great to strive for and hope for, then would we have a living faith?

“But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.” 

                                                                         Romans  8:25

Hope develops patience.  We are patiently enduring tribulations as we wait eagerly for the blessed hope of our Lord’s return.  So do not lose hope, for you will begin to lose faith, which leads to a loss of love.

QUESTION:  So what stands between us and the glorious coming of our Lord?

ANSWER:  It is the judgment.

The judgment is our assurance that there will be a new beginning, a New Earth, immortal bodies, and the visible and personal appearance of God.

“Faith comes by the word of God.  Then grasp His promise, “Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.” John 6:37 CAST YOURSELF AT HIS FEET WITH THE CRY, “LORD, I BELIEVE; HELP THOU MINE UNBELIEF.”  YOU CAN NEVER PERISH WHILE YOU DO THIS-NEVER.”                                                               D.A.   429
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