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                      LESSONS FROM THE SANCTUARY

  The major reasons that the Lord gave the earthly sanctuary to His people in ancient times was for the express purpose of:

1) Providing a way so that the Divine Presence could dwell among His people:
“And let them make me a sanctuary THAT I MAY DWELL AMONG THEM.”  Exodus 25:8

2) Providing for His people the high privilege of communion with Himself:                                                                                              “And thou shalt put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in the ark thou shalt put the testimony that I shall give thee.

AND THERE I WILL MEET WITH THEE, AND I WILL COMMUNE WITH THEE FROM ABOVE THE MERCY SEAT, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony…” Exodus 25:21, 22

 3)  And also to accomplish the all important work of delivering His people  
      from their sins:  
 “For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, THAT YE MAY BE CLEAN FROM ALL YOUR SINS BEFORE THE LORD.”    
       Leviticus 16:30 

  “The great plan of redemption, as revealed in the closing work for these last days, should receive close examination. THE SCENES CONNECTED WITH THE SANCTUARY ABOVE SHOULD MAKE SUCH AN IMPRESSION UPON THE MINDS AND HEARTS OF ALL THAT THEY MAY BE ABLE TO IMPRESS OTHERS. ALL NEED TO BECOME MORE INTELLIGENT IN REGARD TO THE WORK OF THE ATONEMENT, WHICH IS GOING ON IN THE SANCTUARY ABOVE.  WHEN THIS GRAND TRUTH IS SEEN AND UNDERSTOOD, THOSE WHO HOLD IT WILL WORK IN HARMONY WITH CHRIST TO PREPARE A PEOPLE TO STAND IN THE GREAT DAY OF GOD, AND THEIR EFFORTS WILL BE SUCCESSFUL.  By study, contemplation, and prayer God’s people will be elevated above common, earthly thoughts and feelings, and will be brought into harmony with Christ and His great work of cleansing the sanctuary above from the sins of the people.  Their faith will go with Him into the sanctuary, and the worshipers on earth will be carefully reviewing their lives and comparing their characters with the great standard of righteousness. They will see their own defects; they will also see that they must have the aid of the Spirit of God if they would become qualified for the great and solemn work for this time which is laid upon God’s ambassadors.”

                                                            5 Testimonies For The Church p. 575 
                                     SUNDAY OCTOBER 20

                                 PLACE OF THE PRESENCE

  The sanctuary God said was for the purpose that: “I may dwell among them.”  Exodus 25:8  

  “There are three temples brought to view in the Bible – the heavenly temple, the dwelling-place of the Most High, where Christ intercedes in our behalf; the temple of the human body, where God’s Spirit rules and reigns; and the earthly temple, with it’s typical services, designed to teach mankind how to receive divine help from the great storehouse above, so that God can honor them by abiding with them continually.”  

                                                          The Cross and It’s Shadow p. 24

    “The earthly sanctuary with its types and symbols is like the powerful lenses of the telescope, which make it possible to view heavenly bodies that otherwise would be invisible.  To the eye of the ignorant those wonderful lenses appear like ordinary glass; but the astronomer, who longs to know of the wonders of the heavens, is filled with rapture as he gazes through them.

  In like manner the Christian who will study the typical service of the earthly sanctuary, not as a collection of dry, lifeless relics of ancient worship, but as a wonderful art gallery, where, by the hand of a master-artist, the different parts of the marvelous plan of redemption are portrayed, will be astonished at the beauty revealed. The figures fairly speak to him, as it were, from the canvas. They tell the beautiful story of the Saviour’s love until his very soul is filled with rapture as he gazes upon them. He sees the vivid picture of the priest in snow-white robe leading the red heifer out to the rough uncultivated valley, there to offer it a sacrifice for sin.  He sees him sprinkle its blood on the rough stones of the valley, to teach that Christ died for the most worthless, for the veriest outcast.  WHO CAN GAZE ON THAT PICTURE WITHOUT HAVING HIS HEART FILLED WITH LOVE FOR SUCH A COMPASSIONATE REDEEMBER?”  

                                                              The Cross and Its Shadow p. 24 -25

                                   MONDAY OCTOBER 21

                                          “BE YE HOLY”

  The heading for today’s lesson is a direct quotation from Scripture.  It is well to remember that every command from the Word of God is a PROMISE that we may claim.  When God commands us to be holy – it is HIS POWER that accomplishes this in every believing heart. Let us look at two passages of Scripture that give this command.  Then we will look at what holiness is and how it is to be obtained.  This is all important.

  “Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and SAY UNTO THEM, YE SHALL BE HOLY: FOR I THE LORD YOUR GOD AM HOLY.”  Leviticus 19:2

  “But as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation: 
  Because it is written, BE YE HOLY: FOR I AM HOLY.”  1 Peter 1:15, 16
QUESTION: What is holiness?

Answer:  “HOLINESS IS WHOLENESS FOR GOD; it is the entire surrender of heart and life to the indwelling of the principles of heaven.” 

                                                                                   D.A.  556

  “RIGHTEOUSNESS IS HOLINESS, likeness to God, and “God is love.”  1 John 4:16  It is conformity to the law of God, for “all thy commandments are righteousness” (Psalm 119:172) and “love is the fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:10).  Righteousness is love, and love is the light and the life of God. The righteousness of God is embodied in Christ. WE RECEIVE RIGHTEOUSNESS BY RECEIVING HIM.” M.B. p. 18
                                     TUESDAY OCTOBER 22

                           INSTRUMENTS OF THE SANCTUARY

  In Revelation 11 and verse 19 we are told concerning the heavenly sanctuary the following fact:

  “And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.”

  Now notice this very fascinating statement in the book Great Controversy:

  “Many and earnest were the efforts made to overthrow their faith.  NONE COULD FAIL TO SEE THAT IF THE EARTHLY SANCTUARY WAS A FIGURE OR PATTERN OF THE HEAVENLY, THE LAW DEPOSITED IN THE ARK ON EARTH WAS AN EXACT TRANSCRIPT OF THE LAW IN THE ARK IN HEAVEN; and that an acceptance of the truth concerning the heavenly sanctuary involved an acknowledgment of the claims of God’s law and the obligation of the Sabbath of the fourth commandment. HERE WAS THE SECRET OF THE BITTER AND DETERMINED OPPOSITON TO THE HARMONIOUS EXPOSITION OF THE SCRIPTURES THAT REVEALED THE MINISTRATION OF CHRIST IN THE HEAVENLY SANCTUARY……..
Christ had opened the door, or ministration, of the most holy place, light was shining from that open door of the sanctuary in heaven, AND THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT WAS SHOWN TO BE INCLUDED IN THE LAW THERE ENSHRINED: WHAT GOD HAD ESTABLISHED, NO MAN COULD OVERTHROW.”   G.C. 435

                                   WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 23

                  CENTER OF DIVINE AND COMMUNAL ACTIVITY

  I Kings Chapter 8 is Solomons’s prayer to God and it also describes the many needs of God’s people that will be supplied as they come to Him in prayer.  This is a wonderful chapter and worth a careful reading.  The sanctuary is the throne room of the universe.  It is the place where the MOST HIGH sits and reigns as King over the entire universe. May this view of our God and His position of availability and willingness to help us in time of need greatly inspire us to come “BOLDLY TO THE THRONE OF GRACE” in time of need.   
The following comment from the book Desire of Ages states the fact that God is also in communication with the ENTIRE UNIVERSE from His position in the heavenly sanctuary:

  “The Bible shows us God in His high and holy place, not in a state of inactivity, not in silence and solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of holy intelligences, all waiting to do His will.  THROUGH CHANNELS WHICH WE CANNOT DISCERN HE IS IN ACTIVE COMMUNICATION WITH EVERY PART OF HIS DOMINION. BUT IT IS IN THIS SPECK OF A WORLD, IN THE SOULS THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON TO SAVE, THAT HIS INTEREST AND THE INTEREST OF ALL HEAVEN IS CENTERED.  God is bending from His throne to hear the cry of the oppressed. To every sincere prayer He answers, “Here am I.”  D.A. p. 356
                                      THURSDAY OCTOBER 24

                 “UNITL I WENT INTO THE SANCTUARY OF GOD’

  In the title for today’s lesson is a quote from Psalm 73 which includes a description of the wicked and their apparent prosperity.  This perplexing scene of the prosperity and continuance of evil finds its solution in the study of the sanctuary.   Here we see that those WHO DO NOT – as Paul states – send their sins ahead to the sanctuary and repent of them (1 Timothy 5:24, 25) will inevitably suffer the punishment for their own sins in the lake of fire and will also suffer eternal death. The answer to the entire problem of evil and sin and the proper work of justice for every soul finds its solution in the great truth of the sanctuary as revealed in the Bible.
                                       FRIDAY OCTOBER 25

                                           FURTHER STUDY

 “The vision given to Isaiah represents the condition of God’s people in the last days.  They are privileged to see by faith the work that is going forward in the heavenly sanctuary.  ‘AND THE TEMPLE OF GOD WAS OPENED IN HEAVEN, AND THERE WAS SEEN IN HIS TEMPLE THE ARK OF HIS TESTAMENT.’  As they look by faith into the holy of holies, and see the work of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary, they perceive that they are a people of unclean lips – a people whose lips have often spoken vanity, and whose talents have not been sanctified and employed to the glory of God.  Well may they despair as they contrast their own weakness and unworthiness with the purity and loveliness of the glorious character of Christ. But if they, like Isaiah, will receive the impression the Lord designs shall be made upon the heart, if they will humble their souls before God, there is hope for them. THE BOW OF PROMISE IS ABOVE THE THRONE, AND THE WORK DONE FOR ISAIAH WILL BE PERFORMED IN THEM. GOD WILL RESPOND TO THE PETITIONS COMING FROM THE CONTRITE HEART.”  4BC 1139
