                                            METRO WORLD MINISTRIES
                       ADULT SABBATH SCHOOL – CONTRIBUTING NOTES

                               FOR WEEK ENDING SEPTEMBER 28, 2013

                                           Sabbath Afternoon September 21
                     THE PROMISED REVIVAL: GOD’S MISSION COMPLETED

  Despite the challenges that the Lord and His people face – His work will be accomplished and completed. One of many prophecies in Scripture that foretells the finishing of God’s work is found in the book of Romans:

  “For He will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth.”  Romans 9:28

  “Revelation 18 points to the time when, as the result of rejecting the threefold warning of Revelation 14:6-12, the church will have fully reached the condition foretold by the second angel, and the people of God still in Babylon will be called upon to separate from her communion. THIS MESSAGE IS THE LAST THAT WILL EVER BE GIVEN TO THE WORLD; AND IT WILL ACCOMPLISH ITS WORK.”  G.C. 390  emphasis supplied
And again in James we are told:

  “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth and hath long patience for it, until He receive the early and latter rain.  

  Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.”

                                                                                                  James 5:7, 8

The husbandman is God the Father.  “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandmen.” John 15:1                                                                                                  God the father is He who sanctifies us. “….to them that are sanctified by God the Father…”  Jude 1
Notice how we are to co-operate with God the Father in our personal experience:

“Day by day God labors for man’s sanctification, and man is to co-operate with Him, putting forth persevering efforts in the cultivation of right habits.”  A.A. 532

From the above passage in James 5 it is plain that the coming of the Lord will not occur until the Lord accomplishes a work of purification and of developing the fruits of the Spirit in the lives of His people.

  “Christ is seeking to reproduce Himself in the hearts of men; and He does this through those who believe in Him.  The object of the Christian life is fruit bearing-the reproduction of Christ’s character in the believer, that it may be reproduced in others.”

                                                                                                            C.O.L. p. 67

  “Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church.

When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own.”  C.O.L. 69 
  In Testimonies for the church volume one is an extremely interesting statement.  It describes a time in the early Adventist church when a strong revival was in motion - in the church - and because of this - God through holy angels began preparing people outside of the church to receive the message. In order for the Lord to finish the work - He must have a people ready in experience to co-operate with Him for the finishing of the work.  When God looks down from His throne – and sees His professed people seeking the righteousness of Christ - and coming into harmony with Him - and one another, and doing all they can to spread the message – His angels will do a mighty work to prepare hearts outside the church to receive the message – and then the work will be done.  Now note this statement:

  “This fearful message will do its work.  When it was first presented, it led to close examination of heart. Sins were confessed, AND THE PEOPLE OF GOD WERE STIRRED EVERYWHERE. Nearly all believed that this message would end in the loud cry of the third angel.  But as they failed to see the powerful work accomplished in a short time, many lost the effect of the message. I saw that this message would not accomplish its work in a few short months. It is designed to arouse the people of God, to discover to them their backslidings, and to lead to zealous repentance, that they may be favored with the presence of Jesus, and be fitted for the loud cry of the third angel. And as this message affected the heart, it led to deep humility before God.  ANGELS WERE SENT IN EVERY DIRECTION TO PREPARE UNBELIEVING HEARTS FOR THE TRUTH. The cause of God began to rise…..IF THE COUNSEL OF THE TRUE WITNESS HAD BEEN FULLY HEEDED, GOD WOULD HAVE WROUGHT FOR HIS PEOPLE IN GREATER POWER.”   1T p. 186

                                               THE PROMISED POWER
                                                SUNDAY September 22, 2013
“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost;

  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”  Matthew 28:18-20

  Now notice some of the conditions of receiving this power:

  “If the fulfillment of the promise is not seen as it might be, it is because the promise is not appreciated as it should be…..WHENEVER MINOR MATTERS OCCUPY THE ATTENTION, the divine power which is necessary for the growth and prosperity of the church, and which would bring all other blessings in its train, is lacking, though offered in infinite plentitude….. For the daily baptism of the Spirit every worker should offer his petition to God. Companies of Christian workers should gather to ask for special help…Especially should they pray that God will baptize His chosen ambassadors in mission fields with a rich measure of His Spirit.”  A.A. 50-51 emphasis supplied
  “In many places consecrated men and women may be seen communicating to others the light that has made plain to them the way of salvation through Christ. AND AS THEY CONTINUE TO LET THEIR LIGHT SHINE, as did those who were baptized with the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, THEY RECEIVE MORE AND STILL MORE OF THE SPIRIT’S POWER. THUS THE EARTH IS TO BE LIGHTENED WITH THE GLORY OF GOD.”  A.A. p. 54   emphasis supplied
  “If any will not be purified  through obeying the truth, and overcome their selfishness, their pride, and evil passions, the angels of God have the charge: “They are joined to their idols, let them alone,” and they pass on to their work, leaving these with their sinful traits unsubdued, to the control of evil angels. THOSE WHO COME UP TO EVERY POINT, AND STAND EVERY TEST, AND OVERCOME, BE THE PRICE WHAT IT MAY, HAVE HEEDED THE COUNSEL OF THE TRUE WITNESS, AND THEY WILL RECEIVE THE LATTER RAIN, AND THUS BE FITTED FOR TRANSLATION.”
                                                                                                   1T  187   emphasis supplied
                                      THE EARLY AND LATTER RAIN
                                            MONDAY SEPTEMBER 23

  “Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice; for the Lord will do great things…..for He hath given you the former lane moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall overflow with wine and oil.

  And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpillar, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you.”  Joel 2:21-25

God has promised very great things in these last days!  Let us hold firmly to these promises! Note another guiding condition for receiving the outpouring of the Spirit: 

  “IF WE KEEP OUR MINDS STAYED UPON CHRIST, He will come unto us “as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.” Hosea 6:3  C.O.L.  67  emphasis supplied

                               PREREQUISITES FOR THE LATTER RAIN

                                              TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 24

  Important points for receiving the latter rain have already been presented in these notes.

Each one of these components of Christian experience must be in place and maintain an on going presence day by day in our lives in order to receive the fullness of the promised power for these last days.

                                                    THE BAPTISM OF FIRE

                                              WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 23

  “And the sight of the glory of the Lord was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel.”  Exodus 24:17

  “Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

  For our God is a consuming fire.”    Hebrews 12:28, 29

In order to be ready to live in the presence of God forever we must receive His presence now in our lives.  We must receive His Holy Spirit as the great transforming agent to fit us to be in that wonderful eternal abode.  Isaiah asks the question:

  “Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? Who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?

Then the answer: “He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions (that is gaining wealth by taking unfair advantage of another)

That shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil: 
He shall dwell on high…..Thine eyes shall see the king in His beauty: they shall behold the land that is very far off.”  Isaiah 33: 14-17

Now notice:  “To sin, wherever found, “our God is a consuming fire.” Hebrews 12:29  

IN ALL WHO SUBMIT TO HIS POWER THE SPIRIT OF GOD WILL CONSUME SIN. But if men cling to sin, they become identified with it.  Then the glory of God, which destroys sin, must destroy them.”  D.A. 107  emphasis supplied
                                 THE GREAT CONTROVERSY ENDED
                                         THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 26
From the standard quarterly:  “Until then, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are doing everything possible to reach every person.  God’s heart aches over a lost world.  Soon His people will reveal to the world, in both the witness of their words and their works, Jesus amazing grace and truth.”   P. 109    AMEN to that!
  “To His church, Christ has given ample facilities, that He may receive a large revenue of glory from His redeemed, purchased possession.  The church, being endowed with the righteousness of Christ, is His depository, in which the wealth of His mercy, His love, His grace, is to appear in full and final display.”  T.M p. 18

                                                FURTHER STUDY

                                             FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 27

  “The message will not be carried so much by argument as by the deep conviction of the Spirit of God.  The arguments have been presented. The seed has been sown, and now it will spring up and bear fruit. The publications distributed by missionary workers have exerted their influence, yet many whose minds were impressed have been prevented from fully comprehending the truth or from yielding obedience. Now the rays of light penetrate everywhere, the truth is seen in its clearness, and the honest children of God sever the bands which have held them. Family connections, church relations, are powerless to stay them now. Truth is more precious than all besides. Notwithstanding the agencies combined against the truth, A LARGE NUMBER TAKE THEIR STAND UPON THE LORD’S SIDE.”  G.C. P. 612
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