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Much of our study on Christ as the Priest of the Christian faith will be taken from the book of Hebrews. Therefore, let us take a moment to refer to this very important New Testament book.

The disciples came to Jesus to show Him the beauty of the temple in Jerusalem. And Jesus said to them, “See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” Matthew 24:2

The disciples could not imagine a world without the temple so they asked Him, “Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” Matthew 24:3 

The disciples assumed that the destruction of the temple would be the end of the world. However, they are two separate events. The destruction of the temple and the city of Jerusalem happened in A.D. 70. But we can sense by the disciples’ question that the temple played a significant role in the life of so many people, especially those of Hebrew descent. 

In Christ’s answer to the disciples (see Matthew chapter twenty-four), He did not differentiate between the destruction of the temple and the end of the world. Why? Because these two events are very similar. Last day events will be very much like the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in the first century. 

So what does this have to do with the book of Hebrews? So much of the early church was made up of those with Hebrew descent. Many of them continued to visit the temple on a regular basis and believed in keeping all the rites and ceremonies. For example, “And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, [and said], Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question.” Acts 15:1, 2

With this heavy influence of Jewish thought and focus on the earthly temple and its services, what would have happened to the early church if the temple was destroyed without a clear explanation of the heavenly sanctuary above? Therefore, the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write the book of Hebrews to direct the thoughts of these early believers from the earthly temple to the heavenly. 

The book of Hebrews is also very unique in that it speaks mostly about Christ’s work after His ascension, while the four gospels focus primarily on Christ’s life before His death and resurrection. 

For example, nowhere outside the book of Hebrews is the term “high priest” used in reference to Christ in the New Testament. In the book of Hebrews, Jesus is referred to as our “high priest” ten times directly. In seven other instances, Jesus is compared or contrasted to the earthly high priest.  

So let us now take a look at our altogether beautiful High Priest, Jesus Christ. 

1. What references are made to Jesus as our High Priest?
Hebrews 2:17, 18 “Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.”

Note: In this reference Jesus is known as our “merciful and faithful high priest.” Without the mercy of God toward us sinners, we would be without hope. But notice that Jesus also has to be “faithful” to what is right and just. There is no plan of salvation without mercy. But it is equally true that God must be faithful to justice as well. 

In Jesus we find the perfect blend of mercy and justice, or mercy and accountability. While He is one hundred percent merciful, He is also one hundred percent just. While He will forgive us of our sins, He will also help us to learn from our mistakes. He doesn’t take away all the consequences from wrong, but uses them to make us more loving, more understanding, and more dependent upon His mighty arm to deliver and save. 

We also learn from this passage that as a “merciful and faithful high priest,” Jesus became one of us, as Paul wrote, “Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made like unto His brethren.” Our “merciful and faithful high priest” knows what it is like to put on fallen human flesh. (See Romans 8:3 and DA 117)

He knows what it is like to be tempted in all points as we are. Not only does He know what it is like, He came here “to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.” More than this, as our “merciful and faithful” high priest, He is also able “to succor,” or “able to help” all who are tempted. 

Through His mercy we know that we have hope and forgiveness. Through His faithfulness we know that He will enable us to overcome temptation. 

Hebrews 4:14-16 “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”

Note: According to this reference, we have a “great” high priest. What makes Jesus so “great”? First, He is “the Son of God.” By being fully divine, He is our “great” high priest. Second, He is “touched with the feeling of our infirmities” or weaknesses. Imagine that! He who is the great and fully divine Son of God became the Son of man who is touched with the feelings of our infirmities. More than that! He was tempted in all points as we are. 

Why did He do this? “That we may obtain mercy, and find grace help in time of need.” He did it for us!

Hebrews 7:25, 26 “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;”

Note: We have a high priest who died for sinners, yet is “separate from sinners.” How is He separate? First, He is separate by HIs “holy, harmless,” and “undefiled” life. Second, He is separate from us in that He who needs no intercessor is interceding for us. 

Christ became one of us in flesh and blood, and was tempted in all points as we are. However, He is the one and only divine Son of God. Therefore, His shed blood can pay the price for our sins, but our blood cannot pay the price for another’s sins. Furthermore, His life is the only life in this fallen world that was “undefiled,” meaning that He was morally perfect in all things. His life was fully “harmless,” meaning that there was not one bit of retaliation or vengeance in His heart. He was “holy,” meaning that His life was at all times pleasing to God. As such, He is “separate from sinners.” 

But there is that other key component. He is separate because as the Son of God, He can be our intercessor, but we cannot be His intercessor. He alone possesses both divinity and humanity. He knows what it is like to be human, but we will never be God. 

2. Why is Jesus’ priestly ministry likened to the order of Melchizedek?
Let us begin by considering the person of Melchizedek. The Bible says, “For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him;  

 7:2
To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace;  

 7:3
Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.  

 7:4
Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.” Hebrews 7:1-4

Note: Melchizedek was not only a priest but also a king. In this way, Melchizedek was greater than Aaron and the sons of Aaron, in that he was also a king. But note that Jesus is greater than Melchizedek, in that Jesus is Sacrifice, Priest, and King. Melchizedek was not the sacrifice for our sins, only Jesus could fill that role. 

Melchizedek was the “King of Salem,” or the “King of peace.” HIs name means “King of Righteousness.” But note that Jesus is the King of Righteousness in two ways. First, Jesus lived without sin. Second, Jesus can keep us from sinning. Melchizedek could not keep others from sinning, but he could depend upon God for power from above.

The Scriptures teach us that Melchizedek was “without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life.” Some have taught that Melchizedek is the Holy Spirit. But I believe Paul has a different thought in mind. According to the laws of Moses, to be a Levitical priest you had to prove that your lineage went back to the tribe of Levi. In other words, it mattered who your father and mother were. However, with Melchizedek, he was the priest of the Most High because of his life of righteousness. It did not matter who his mother or father were. In the same way, Jesus is our High Priest because His life was perfect, holy, harmless, and undefiled.

The following are some SOP statements that support the belief that Melchizedek was a human being:

“Twenty miles from Hebron a place was selected as the future metropolis of the kingdom. Before Joshua had led the armies of Israel over Jordan it had been called Salem. Near this place Abraham had proved his loyalty to God. Eight hundred years before the coronation of David it had been the home of Melchizedek, the priest of the most high God.” PP 703

"Another who came out to welcome the victorious patriarch was Melchizedek, king of Salem, who brought forth bread and wine for the refreshment of his army. As "priest of the most high God," he pronounced a blessing upon Abraham, and gave thanks to the Lord, who had  wrought so great a deliverance by his servant. And Abraham "gave him tithes of all."  {PP 136.1}

3. Does our High Priest, Jesus Christ, have a heavenly sanctuary?
1 Peter 3:22 “Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.”

Note: Peter describes Jesus at the right hand of the Father.

Romans 8:34 “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.”

Note: Paul takes that thought a little further and tells us the Christ is at the right hand of the Father making “intercession for us.”

Hebrew 8:1, 2 “Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.”

Note: Paul teaches us that Christ is in the sanctuary in the heavens.

4. What is this heavenly sanctuary like?
Daniel 7:9, 10 “I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.”

Note: In the heavenly sanctuary there are millions of angels worshiping God. 

In the following Spirit of Prophecy references, we learn that the earthly sanctuary, though glorious, was but a dim reflection of the heavenly. 

“No language can describe the glory of the scene presented within the sanctuary--the gold-plated walls reflecting the light from the golden candlestick, the brilliant hues of the richly embroidered curtains with their shining angels, the table, and the altar of incense, glittering with gold; beyond the second veil the sacred ark, with its mystic cherubim, and above it the holy Shekinah, the visible manifestation of Jehovah's presence; all but a dim reflection of the glories of the temple of God in heaven, the great center of the work for man's redemption.”  {PP 349.3}

“The matchless splendor of the earthly tabernacle reflected to human vision the glories of that heavenly temple where Christ our forerunner ministers for us before the throne of God. The abiding place of the King of kings, where thousand thousands minister unto Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stand before Him (Daniel 7:10); that temple, filled with the glory of the eternal throne, where seraphim, its shining guardians, veil their faces in adoration, could find, in the most magnificent structure ever reared by human hands, but a faint reflection of its vastness and glory. Yet important truths concerning the heavenly sanctuary and the great work there carried forward for man's redemption were taught by the earthly sanctuary and its services  {GC 414.2}

5. What is Jesus, our High Priest, doing for us in the heavenly sanctuary?
1 John 2:1, 2 “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.”

Note: John begins with the admonition “that ye sin not.” However, if we do sin, “we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”

As John was writing this epistle, Jesus was already in heaven as our “advocate.” This title means “mediator” or “intercessor.” Therefore, as our High Priest in heaven, Jesus acts as our Mediator or Intercessor. 

What kind of “advocate” is He? John write, “we have an advocate, with the Father.” The phrase “with the Father” means that Jesus has equality with the Father. Jesus our “advocate” is fully divine. As such He can represent God to man. More than this, our Advocate can empower us to overcome sin, after all, He is the Son of God.

But what does He do as our “advocate” or mediator?

Faith I Live By, p 205 “In the mediatorial work of Christ, the love of God was revealed in its perfection to men and angels.  {FLB 205.2}  

     He stands to mediate for you. He is the great High Priest who is pleading in your behalf; and you are to come and present your case to the Father through Jesus Christ. Thus you can find access to God; and though you sin, your case is not hopeless. "If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." 1 John 2:1.  {FLB 205.3}  

     Christ is your Redeemer; He will take no advantage of your humiliating confessions. If you have sin of a private character, confess it to Christ, who is the only mediator between God and man.  {FLB 205.4}  

     He presents us to the Father clothed in the white raiment of His own character. He pleads before God in our behalf, saying: I have taken the sinner's place. Look not upon this wayward child, but look on Me. Does Satan plead loudly against our souls, . . . claiming us as his prey, the blood of Christ pleads with greater power.  {FLB 205.5}  

     The work of Christ in the sanctuary above, presenting His own blood each moment before the mercy seat, as He makes intercession for us, should have its full impression upon the heart, that we may realize the worth of each moment. Jesus ever liveth to make intercession for us; but one moment carelessly spent can never be recovered.  {FLB 205.6}  

     Think of Jesus. He is in His holy place, not in a state of solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand times ten thousand of heavenly angels who wait to do His bidding. And He bids them go and work for the weakest saint who puts his trust in God. High and low, rich and poor, have the same help provided.  {FLB 205.7}  

     Consider this great fact that Christ ceases not to engage in His solemn work in the heavenly sanctuary, and if you wear Christ's yoke, if you lift Christ's burden, you will be engaged in a work of like character with that of your living Head.

In Heavenly Place, p 119 “This Advocate pleads for sinners and the Father accepts His prayer. He turns not away the request of His beloved Son. He who so loved you as to give His own life for you will not turn you off and forsake you unless you willfully, determinedly forsake Him to serve the world and Satan. Jesus loves to have you come to Him just as you are, hopeless and helpless, and cast yourself upon His all- abundant mercy and believe that He will receive you just as you are.”  {HP 119.3} 

Reflecting Christ, p 109 “Jesus walked once a man on earth, His divinity clothed with humanity, a suffering, tempted man, beset with Satan's devices. . . . Now He is at the right hand of God, He is in heaven as our advocate, making intercession for us. We must always take comfort and hope as we think of this. He is thinking of those who are subject to temptations in this world. He thinks of us individually, and knows our every necessity. When tempted, just say, He cares for me, He makes intercession for me, He loves me, He has died for me. I will give myself unreservedly to Him.  {RC 109.5}  

     We grieve the heart of Christ when we go mourning over ourselves as though we were our own saviour. No; we must commit the keeping of our souls to God as unto a faithful Creator. He ever lives to make intercession for the tried, tempted ones. Open your heart to the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness, and let not one breath of doubt, one word of unbelief, escape your lips, lest you sow the seeds of doubt. There are rich blessings for us; let us grasp them by faith. I entreat you to have courage in the Lord. Divine strength is ours, and let us talk courage and strength and faith.--Signs of the Times, Sept. 3, 1896. 

Because Jesus is fully God and fully man, He can represent God to man, and man to God. Therefore, Jesus alone could be the Mediator between God and man. 

6. Has Christ’s work as our Mediator been under attack?
1 Timothy 2:5 “For there is one God, and ONE MEDIATOR between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”  

“Modernism has tried to cut off the upper part of this ladder by denying Christ’s divinity; while the Roman Catholic Church cuts off the lower rounds by teaching that the Virgin Mary was born without sin, and that therefore Christ did not take upon Himself our kind of flesh and blood, but holy flesh, so far above us that He does not make contact with our humanity.  For this reason the poor sinner cannot come to Him directly, they say, but must come through Mary, saints, popes, and priests, who will mediate for him.  This has opened the floodgate for all the idolatry of the Catholic Church.  

Here is this “dogma” presented in authentic Catholic works:

“We define that the Blessed Virgin Mary in the first moment of her conception…was preserved free from every taint of original sin.”

“Unlike the rest of the children of Adam, the soul of Mary was never subject to sin.” -  Faith of Our Fathers, Cardinal Gibbons, pp. 203, 204 Baltimore: 1885

The Sainted Doctor Alphonsus de Liguori says, “The merits of Jesus, shall be dispensed through the hands and by the intercession of Mary.” –  “Glories of Mary,” p. 180, New Revised Edition.  New York: P. J. Kenedy and Sons, p. 180, New Revised Edition.  New York: P. J. Kenedy and Sons, 1888

“God has chosen to bestow no grace upon us but by the hands of Mary.”  Id., p. 180

“Whoever asks and wishes to obtain graces without the intercession of Mary, attempts to fly without wings.” – p. 189

“Mary is all the hope of our salvation.” – Id., p. 195

“Thou art the only advocate of sinners.” – Id., p. 129.

“All those who are saved, are saved soley by means of this divine mother;….the salvation of all depends upon preaching Mary.” –  Id., pp. 19, 20

“We ask many things of God and do not obtain them; we ask them from Mary and obtain them.” – Id., p. 150                                                         

Much more could be cited. The above quotes are from: Facts of Faith by Christian Edwardson pp. 205, 206

From the above quoted information we can see one reason why the Reformers parted with the Catholic Church. They could see that the Catholic Church was supplanting the ministry of Christ as our Mediator with false mediators, like Mary and the saints – which directly contradicts the plainest teaching of the Bible.

Summary: The modernist by denying the divinity of Christ, destroys the concept of Jesus as our Mediator. The Catholic Church by denying that He took upon Himself our fallen flesh, equally destroys the concept of Jesus as our Mediator. Yet, Rome will at the same time exalt the concept of mediation. But instead of exalting Christ, they exalt themselves as the mediator between God and man. Blasphemy of blasphemies!

7. So who should we confess our sins too?
In Testimonies volume 5 pages 635-650, there is a right way and a wrong way to confess sins. Today there are those who have spiritual mentors and confess to them their sins. But who should they confess their sins to? God, no doubt! Consider the following statement: 

“It is no degradation for man to bow down before his Maker and confess his sins, and plead for forgiveness through the merits of a crucified and risen Saviour.  It is noble to acknowledge your wrong before Him whom you have wounded by transgression and rebellion.  It lifts you up before men and angels; for ‘he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.’  But he who kneels before fallen man and opens in confession the secret thoughts and imaginations of his heart is dishonoring himself by debasing his manhood and degrading every noble instinct of his soul.  In unfolding the sins of his life to a priest corrupted with wine and licentiousness his standard of character is lowered, and he is defiled in consequence.  God is degraded in his thought to the likeness of sinful humanity, for the priest stands as a representative of God.  IT IS THIS DEGRADING CONFESSION OF MAN TO FALLEN MAN THAT ACCOUNTS FOR MUCH OF THE INCREASING EVIL WHICH IS DEFILING THE WORLD AND FITTING IT FOR FINAL DESTRUCTION. 

Says the apostle: “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.”  THIS SCRIPTURE HAS BEEN INTERPRETED TO SUSTAIN THE PRACTICE OF GOING TO THE PRIEST FOR ABSOLUTION; BUT IT HAS NO SUCH APPLICATION. Confess your sins to God, who only can forgive them, and your faults to one another. If you have given offense to your friend or neighbor you are to acknowledge your wrong, and it is his duty freely to forgive you. Then you are to seek the forgiveness of God….”   5 Testimonies 638-639

“I have been shown than many, many confessions should never be spoken in the hearing of mortals; for the result is that which the limited judgment of finite beings does not anticipate.  Seeds of evil are scattered in the minds and hearts of those who hear, and when they are under temptation, these seeds will spring up and bear fruit, and the same sad experience will be repeated. For, think the tempted ones, these sins cannot be so very grievous; for did not those who have made confession, Christians of long standing, do these very things? Thus the open confession in the church of these secret sins will prove a savor of death rather than of life.”  5 Testimonies 645 

8. How does Christ’s priestly ministry differ from that of the earthly priests?
Hebrews 10:1-4, 10-14 For the law having a shadow of good things to come, [and] not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.  

 10:2
For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins.  

 10:3
But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year.  

 10:4
For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.  

10:10
By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  

 10:11
And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins:  

 10:12
But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;  

 10:13
From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool.  

 10:14
For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.

Note: In the earthly priesthood, the priests and high priests would eventually die. They usually were replaced by the eldest son.  But no one will replace or succeed Jesus as the Priest of the heavenly sanctuary. 

Christ offered Himself once for sin and now intercedes for us. He will continue to intercede as long as we need an intercessor. The time will soon come when Christ will finish His work in the sanctuary above. Then he who is filthy will be filthy still, and he who is holy will be holy still. 

But in the earthly, after the high priest cleansed the sanctuary, the sacrificial system started all over again for a new year of sacrifice rites and ceremonies. 

When the earthly priest offered the sacrifices, they could not take away sin. But the combined ministry of Christ as both Sacrifice and Priest can take away sin. 

The earthly simply pointed to the heavenly. The earthly taught us the plan of salvation. The heavenly is the plan of salvation.

9. What is the connection between Christ’s intercessor role and the work of the Holy Spirit?
We know that when Christ ceases His work in the heavenly sanctuary—when there is no more Mediator for sin—then the Holy Spirit is withdrawn from the earth, and unsaved men have no restraint from evil. See GC 610, 614.

What will it be like then? Daniel wrote, “And at that time shall Michael stand up [this is when Jesus finishes His work as our High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary), the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.” Daniel 12:1

Currently heavenly agencies are holding back the winds of strife, as the Revelator wrote, “And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,” Revelation 7:1, 2

This means that while Christ is interceding for us, the Holy Spirit is holding in check the evil passions of humanity.  Saint and sinner like should thank God that things are not as evil and destructive as they are now. It is all because of the intercession of Christ in behalf of the human race. 

Now let us notice the connection between the intercessory work of Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus said, “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.” John 16:7

Jesus would after His death and resurrection, ascend into heaven as our High Priest. He tells His disciples that it is expedient for them that He goes, that He might send to them the Comforter, the Holy Spirit. 

Consider what happens to us when we accept Christ’s sacrifice for our sins, Peter said, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38

When we give Jesus our sins, He gives us something in return—He gives us the Holy Spirit. So when the repentant sinner comes to Christ and asks forgiveness for His sins, Jesus will not only plead His own blood on behalf of the sinner, but He will also send him the gift of the Holy Spirit to live a new life. 

Who is the Holy Spirit? He “is the representative of Jesus Christ, it is our Advocate that stands by our side and places our petitions before the Father all fragrant with His merits.” {RC 285.4} The Holy Spirit brings to us the presence of Jesus, while Jesus intercedes for us above. In this way, Jesus is with us always. 

Notice how this works, we read, “The Holy Spirit is the Comforter, your Comforter. …When you say you have not faith in God you make God a liar and show that you have no confidence in the Holy Spirit's work, which is always ready to help our infirmities.” {TDG 158.5} 

The Holy Spirit helps our infirmities, but who else helps our infirmities? It is our great High Priest. As Paul wrote, “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” Hebrews 4:14, 15. 

Let us continue to read, “He (the Holy Spirit) is always waiting at your door, always knocking for admittance. Let Him in.” {TDG 158.5} The Holy Spirit is knocking at the door of our heart. Who else is knocking at the door of our heart? It is Jesus. As Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” Revelation 3:20

When we cooperate with the work of the Holy Spirit we are cooperating with Christ’s work as our Intercessor. When we reject the work of the Holy Spirit upon our hearts, then we are working against Christ as our Advocate. 

Final Thought: “The Saviour made no murmur of complaint. His face remained calm and serene, but great drops of sweat stood upon His brow. There was no pitying hand to wipe the death dew from His face, nor words of sympathy and unchanging fidelity to stay His human heart. While the soldiers were doing their fearful work, Jesus prayed for His enemies, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do." His mind passed from His own suffering to the sin of His persecutors, and the terrible retribution that would be theirs. No curses were called down upon the soldiers who were handling Him so roughly. No vengeance was invoked upon the priests and rulers, who were gloating over the accomplishment of their purpose. Christ pitied them in their ignorance and guilt. He breathed only a plea for their forgiveness,--"for they know not what they do."   

“Had they known that they were putting to torture One who had come to save the sinful race from eternal ruin, they would have been seized with remorse and horror. But their ignorance did not remove their guilt; for it was their privilege to know and accept Jesus as their Saviour. Some of them would yet see their sin, and repent, and be converted. Some by their impenitence would make it an impossibility for the prayer of Christ to be answered for them. Yet, just the same, God's purpose was reaching its fulfillment. Jesus was earning the right to become the advocate of men in the Father's presence.”  DA 744, 745 

As you worship Him on His holy Sabbath day, and as you prepare for the coming week, give yourself unreservedly to Him who gave Himself for you. Jesus has certainly earned “the right to become the advocate of men in the Father’s presence,” therefore, begin each day in communion with Him and walk in His presence. 

Compiled by Elder Kent Millard and Pastor Jeff Wehr

(All Emphasis Supplied)
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