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Genesis 1:31 And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, [it was] very good. And the
evening and the morning were the sixth day.
Genesis 2:1 thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.

Notice how God finishes his creative work here. He makes Adam, he makes Eve, and he blesses their
union. To begin his ministry on earth, it is significant that it involves a marriage.

He who gave Eve to Adam as a helpmeet performed His first miracle at a marriage festival. In the
festal hall where friends and kindred rejoiced together, Christ began His public ministry. Thus He
sanctioned marriage, recognizing it as an institution that He Himself had established. . . {AH
26.1}

But there is more to marriage than just the union of man and woman. Notice how paragraph 2 of page 26
puts it:

Christ honored the marriage relation by making it also a symbol of the union between Him and
His redeemed ones. He Himself is the Bridegroom; the bride is the church, of which, as His
chosen one, He says, "Thou art all fair, My love; there is no spot in thee.” {AH 26.2}

What a wonderful scene!! Sinless harmony prevailed! Music filled the heart!

The creation was now complete. "The heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of
them.” "And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very good." Eden bloomed
on earth. Adam and Eve had free access to the tree of life. No taint of sin or shadow of death
marred the fair creation. "The morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for
joy." Job 38:7 {PP 47.1}

But, like us, they were to be tested. The power of choice always provides an opportunity to choose. Which
side will you be on?

Our first parents, though created innocent and holy, were not placed beyond the possibility of
wrongdoing. God made them free moral agents, capable of appreciating the wisdom and
benevolence of His character and the justice of His requirements, and with full liberty to yield or
to withhold obedience. They were to enjoy communion with God and with holy angels; but before
they could be rendered eternally secure, their loyalty must be tested. . . {PP 48.4}

One more thing needs to be emphasized. Adults though they were, Adam and Eve needed to be taught.
This also applies to us. Our knowledge is limited. Our experience also is limited. We need the guidance of
heaven. They did also.
The holy pair were not only children under the fatherly care of God but students receiving
instruction from the all-wise Creator. They were visited by angels, and were granted communion
with their Maker, with no obscuring veil between. They were full of the vigor imparted by the tree
of life, and their intellectual power was but little less than that of the angels. The mysteries of the
visible universe--"the wondrous works of Him which is perfect in knowledge™ (Job 37:16)--
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afforded them an exhaustless source of instruction and delight. The laws and operations of nature,
which have engaged men's study for six thousand years, were opened to their minds by the infinite
Framer and Upholder of all. They held converse with leaf and flower and tree, gathering from each
the secrets of its life. With every living creature, from the mighty leviathan that playeth among the
waters to the insect mote that floats in the sunbeam, Adam was familiar. He had given to each its
name, and he was acquainted with the nature and habits of all. God's glory in the heavens, the
innumerable worlds in their orderly revolutions, "the balancings of the clouds,” the mysteries of
light and sound, of day and night--all were open to the study of our first parents. On every leaf of
the forest or stone of the mountains, in every shining star, in earth and air and sky, God's name
was written. The order and harmony of creation spoke to them of infinite wisdom and power.
They were ever discovering some attraction that filled their hearts with deeper love and called
forth fresh expressions of gratitude. {PP 50.3}
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