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Genesis 2:8  And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom
he had formed.

Genesis 2:9  And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of
good and evil.

Whenever | read those two verses, | think of the earth made new. Of the beauty of Eden restored to its
beauty, of the restoration of mankind to his rightful place in the universe, of the smile upon the face f
Adam and Eve as they gaze with wonder at their home restored.

Everything that God had made was the perfection of beauty, and nothing seemed wanting that
could contribute to the happiness of the holy pair; yet the Creator gave them still another token of
His love, by preparing a garden especially for their home. In this garden were trees of every
variety, many of them laden with fragrant and delicious fruit. There were lovely vines, growing
upright, yet presenting a most graceful appearance, with their branches drooping under their load
of tempting fruit of the richest and most varied hues. It was the work of Adam and Eve to train the
branches of the vine to form bowers, thus making for themselves a dwelling from living trees
covered with foliage and fruit. There were fragrant flowers of every hue in rich profusion. In the
midst of the garden stood the tree of life, surpassing in glory all other trees. Its fruit appeared like
apples of gold and silver, and had the power to perpetuate life. {PP 46.4}

Imagine the immaculate beauty of the place. Its function, its brilliant location, its vast, unlimited
resources.

Every Want Was Supplied.--Adam was surrounded with everything his heart could wish. Every
want was supplied. There were no sin and no signs of decay in glorious Eden. Angels of God
conversed freely and lovingly with the holy pair. The happy songsters caroled forth their free,
joyous songs of praise to their Creator. The peaceful beasts in happy innocence played about
Adam and Eve, obedient to their word. Adam was in the perfection of manhood, the noblest of the
Creator's work. {AH 26.3}

Communication with God is imperative. In Adam and Eve’s case, they were indeed privileged to talk with
God, face to face. we also, even though not face to face, must communicate daily, with our creator.

Not a shadow interposed between them and their Creator. They knew God as their beneficent
Father, and in all things their will was conformed to the will of God. And God's character was
reflected in the character of Adam. His glory was revealed in every object of nature. {AH 26.4}

Notice that the wonderful surroundings were to be maintained by the loving couple. It was intended
that they work.

To Adam was given the work of caring for the garden. The Creator knew that Adam could not be
happy without employment. The beauty of the garden delighted him, but this was not enough. He
must have labor to call into exercise the wonderful organs of the body. Had happiness consisted in
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doing nothing, man, in his state of holy innocence, would have been left unemployed. But He who
created man knew what would be for his happiness; and no sooner had He created him than He
gave him his appointed work. The promise of future glory, and the decree that man must toil for
his daily bread, came from the same throne. {AH 27.2}

God intends for us to be active. God intends for us to work. This is how we were created. Our
constitutions require daily activity.

When the body is inactive, the blood flows sluggishly, and the muscles decrease in size and
strength. . . . Physical exercise, and a free use of air and sunlight--blessings which heaven has
abundantly bestowed on all--would give life and strength to many an emaciated invalid. . . . Work
is a blessing, not a curse. Diligent labor keeps many, young and old, from the snares of him who
"finds some mischief still for idle hands to do." Let no one be ashamed of work, for honest toil is
ennobling. While the hands are engaged in the most common tasks, the mind may be filled with
high and holy thoughts. { Our High Calling 223.3}

That physical activity has a spiritual parallel. Notice this:

Drowsiness and indolence destroy godliness, and grieve the Spirit of God. A stagnant pool is offensive;
but a pure, flowing stream spreads health and gladness over the land. No man or woman who is converted
can be anything but a worker. There certainly is and ever will be employment in heaven. The redeemed
will not live in a state of dreamy idleness. There remaineth a rest for the people of God--a rest which they
will find in serving Him to whom they owe all they have and are. {Our High Calling 223.4}
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